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A Letter from The Rev’d Susan Wing Honorary Assistant Priest 

 

Unless the LORD builds the house, its builders labor in vain.  

Unless the LORD watches over the city,  

the watchmen stand guard in vain.           Psalm 127:1 NIV 
 

This month will see the rededication of the West Wall and Window after 
the restoration. What a wonderful job the specialist workmen have done 
with as little interruption or inconvenience as they could manage. Our great 
thanks go to them and to everyone who have worked so hard to continue 
the ministry here and who have rallied round to set the church to rights 
after completion of the work. Rededication is also an opportunity for us to 
take stock as a Parish and as individuals and rededicate ourselves to God. 

As you know this church was built many years ago through the vi-
sion and generosity of those who influenced this town and its expansion. 
Yet we need to remember that no matter how hard they worked or how 
generous they were, unless the Lord built the house they might as well not 
have bothered. As for them, so for us, unless the Lord is our focus and our 
guide and the foundation on which we build and stand, then the house is 
built in vain. Recently your PCC has been looking at the statement of need 
for this parish, what it has to offer in ministry and where it might go in the 
future. All was done with much prayer, discussion and sometimes frustra-
tion as they and the Diocese sought the way forward. In the end all their 
hard work is only a guideline for the future because God may well take us 
down a different route and we need to be ready and willing to go. All too 
often I am rather more eager to stay where I am and where I know the 
ground than to take the plunge and go with God. Yet the road will be 
opened up as I walk, it may not be smooth and predictable but faith is spelt 
RISK. I suspect that I am not alone. Yet when I do push off and let go, be 
obedient and trusting, then exciting things can happen. 

The building of this Church was a vision and was to fill a need for all 
the people, residents and visitors. It took courage to move forward and 
build it yet so much ministry has happened during the intervening years. 
We need to show that boldness again and again, not being satisfied with 
the comfortable and the predictable but to be ready to move forward.  



Whether our collective ministry will be cutting edge in the future 
or rather more mainstream we need to be bold and trusting in God’s call, 
ready to do his will. 

If God builds the house, we will be sustained and enabled by him 
to do his work whether it is outreach to youngsters, the club, the shops, 
the elderly or all in between. It may not happen quickly so we may be 
asked to be obedient and patient. In this month as we rededicate the 
West Window let us rededicate ourselves to God and wait on his call and 
then move with faith as our predecessors did. 

                              God bless  Susan 

 

 

 

I would like to thank all the ladies who came to help to clean the 
Church yesterday (Friday, September 21st). They all did such a very 
good job. However, the Church has become really dirty while the work 
was being done to the West Wall and so may I ask as many of you who 
have time on Saturday October 20th to come and help clean some 
more? The Reredos needs washing gently, the doors need wiping and 
polishing, the tops of the pillars and lights need dusting, the screens 
need brushing and polishing and the pews will need polishing, so you 
can see there is still a lot to do. We have brooms and I will provide 
Polish, if you could bring dusters and cloths. I hope to see as many of 
you as possible, from 10am to noon on October 20th - coffee, tea and 
biscuits will be provided.  

Thank you Ann Clark tel. 01843 831159 

Email clark.ann39@gmail.com  

mailto:clark.ann39@gmail.com


FROM THE REGISTERS 

For those Baptised 

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”  , 

Sunday  23rd September    Riley Oliver 

                

For those joined in Holy Matrimony 

“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they 

may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to 

each other” 

Friday  28th September   Pauline Way and Henry Dettner 

The Sick 

“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit” 

Please pray for  -  Jenny,  Jean Pearson, Tina,  Phyll,  Mary, Jeffery, Julie,  

 Joan Howard-Field,  Doreen Ranson, Evelyn 

 

The Departed 

“Lord now lettest thou thy servant  depart in peace, according to thy word” 

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray 

for their families and friends 

Hilda 

 

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for 

giving them to us”    

Alfred Wells (Toska),   Norman Frederick Scott 



CHURCHWARDEN’S  REPORT 

You may recall that in the September Link, I explained that the Parish Profile is still 
being considered.  Today, we have the good news that the Archdeacon has a few 
comments to make but is consulting with the Communications Adviser, who will 
advise on the advert, the Diocesan inclusion and Bishop Trevor.  When their com-
ments have been received , the Archdeacon will come back to us and offer a time-
table.  We are gradually making progress, which is really good news.  

Our Harvest Lunch will be in church this year and it is good that the West Wall Re-
pair work has been completed and the church cleaned thoroughly in time for this 
event.  At present, 24 people are coming, so we are looking forward to an enjoya-
ble meal  with a choice of drinks, and no doubt,good company. 

Our Harvest Festival Service will be on Sunday, October 7th at 10.30am.  May I re-
mind you that gifts of non-perishable packets and tins, together with small packets 
of sweets and biscuits for the local residential and nursing homes, will be welcome.  
The non-perishable gifts and any fresh fruit and vegetables that we receive, will be 
collected by Porchlight, a local charity for the homeless, on Monday, October 8th.  If 
possible, could gifts be brought to church on Friday, 5th October between 12noon – 
1pm, or on Saturday, 6th October between 9.30am – 10.30am.  If these times are 
not convenient, please bring gifts with you to church on Sunday,  October 7th.We 
thank Revd. Derek Duncanson who will be leading our Harvest Festival Service.  

Would the church decorating group kindly note that we will be meeting on Satur-
day, 6th October from 9.30am – 10.30am to decorate the church for the Harvest 
Festival.  Children welcome.  We look forward to seeing you. 

The Piggy Bank Nursery is coming to the church on Friday, October 5th at 3.30pm  –  
4.00pm. for a short “get together” with verses and songs.  You are welcome to 
come and join us. 

Please remember to come to the “Open Morning” on Saturday, October 13th at 
10.30am – 12 noon. 

This will be an opportunity for the congregation and community to see the new 
window and  the successful completion of the West Wall. The PCC would like to 
thank all those who gave so generously towards this project.  Light refreshments 
will be provided by the PCC. 

As always, thank you for your support, 

With love, Brenda 



So what’s new at St Saviour’s Church of England Junior School? 

We have some new hairstyles around the school.  New sweatshirts, new 

shoes...new puppies for a couple of children!  We have some new members of 

staff.  There are also new children. In fact, we have a whole new year-group in Year 

3 and additions to all the other year groups, too.  

 

Why? Because this is September, the start of the new school year. 

There was in fact something different about every single one of us as we gathered 

for our first collective worship of the autumn term. We had all changed as people 

in the six or so weeks since the end of the summer term. This may have been be-

cause we’d visited places, at home or abroad, that had altered our perspective on 

life and given us new experiences with our families. We’ve experienced different 

cultures and broadened our horizons. Some of us have learned a new skill through 

taking part in an activity holiday or course.  The beginning of the autumn term is 

for us rather like a starting line, the first sentence in a novel, the whistle at the 

start of the match or the first bars of a piece of music. There is a newness to it, a 

sense that this is a time to look ahead rather than back, to anticipate rather than 

to review. It offers a new start.  

First, there is the possibility of a new start in relation to ourselves. A line can be 

drawn under past failures and we can adopt new aims and set ourselves new tar-

gets. Some of these may be a second chance at a target from last year, but that 

doesn’t matter. This is a new start. Second, there is the possibility also of a new 

start in relation to others. The summer has given a break in the friendship fall outs, 

jealousies and resentments that existed before the holiday.  September offers the 

opportunity to forgive and, most importantly, to forget. We are different people so 

have the freedom to choose to act differently towards one another.  

Jesus constantly offered people the opportunity of a new start. That’s what the 

resurrection symbolizes. He gave new sight, new mobility, new hearing, for-

giveness, new direction, new acceptance. Why? Because Jesus knew that we need 

not be enslaved by the past and all that’s gone wrong. We are made to be people 

of the future, and for us the future starts now.   

We look forward to sharing the journey of our new school year with you again 

through The Link. 

Jane Troth 
Headteacher 



Interested in your town?Interested in your town?  

Then come to theThen come to the  

WESTGATE HERITAGE CENTREWESTGATE HERITAGE CENTRE  

In St Saviour’s Church Westgate Bay AvenueIn St Saviour’s Church Westgate Bay Avenue  

for its refor its re--launch after five successful years of growthlaunch after five successful years of growth  

SATURDAY 6SATURDAY 6 th th OCTOBEROCTOBER  

Open at 10.30 a.m. Open at 10.30 a.m.   

Come, see our large collection of maps, plans, photographs etcCome, see our large collection of maps, plans, photographs etc  

11.00 a.m. short talk by DR DAWN CROUCH 11.00 a.m. short talk by DR DAWN CROUCH   

based on an opinion of 1908based on an opinion of 1908  

“Westgate is in Thanet but not OF Thanet”“Westgate is in Thanet but not OF Thanet”   

Why was Westgate so different?Why was Westgate so different?  

11.20 a.m. The Heritage Centre will be handed over to the new Commit-11.20 a.m. The Heritage Centre will be handed over to the new Commit-

tee who will run it in futuretee who will run it in future  

11.30 a.m. Sir Roger Gale M.P.11.30 a.m. Sir Roger Gale M.P.  

  will carry out the ceremony of rewill carry out the ceremony of re--launching!launching!  



From the Treasurer 

 

AUGUST  2012 Monthly Financial Review 

 

In August  RECEIPTS amounted to £12,967. 

 

Fees received amounted to £1,152.  A legacy of £10,000 was gratefully re-
ceived from the estate of Gabrielle Watson-Jones.  

 

We made PAYMENTS of £22,309.  

 

 Contractors’ fees for the West Wall repairs amounted to £18,814. 

 

This resulted in an operating DEFICIT of £9,342.  The deficit is covered by 
the Deposit Account Funds. 

 

 

WEST WALL REPAIR FUND  (DESIGNATED FUND) 

 

Donations of £15 were received  during the month bringing the total to 
£42,840. 

 

FLOWER  FUND (DESIGNATED FUND) 

 

The Flower fund now stands at £435. 

 

Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer) 



AUTUMN FAYRE 17th NOVEMBER 

The date for the Autumn Fayre is fast approaching  - 17th NOVEMBER, 

10am to 12.30pm in church.  We need the usual donations and know we 

can rely on your generosity for prizes for the raffle and tombola. 

Good second hand clothes are also wanted and bric a brac. 

We hope to run the home made food stall again.  A list will be put at the 

back of the church nearer the time. 

Thank you for all your help in the past, hopefully this Fayre will be as suc-

cessful as the Summer Fayre last June, providing much needed funds for 

the church. 

Susan Bennett 

 

Grounds Clearance 

 

You will see Ann's notice elsewhere in “The Link” about Church cleaning on Octo-
ber 20th.  THERE IS MORE! 

 

We need to do the Autumn tidying of the church grounds, hedge and bush trim-
ming etc.  We are beginning to run out of Saturdays given all the other (very wel-
come) activities coming up. 

 

We intend to start on Saturday October 27th, weather permitting.  Depending on 
how many volunteers who come along, we may need to continue on a subsequent 
Saturday as well.  I know this is a big ask after Harvest, church cleaning day and 
other events, but it would be really helpful if as many could help out on the 27th.  
There are jobs to be done suitable to all capabilities.  We start at 10 o'clock and 
normally go through till late morning,  but as much or as little time that people can 
spare will be very welcome. 

 

Alan Clark 



FRIENDS OF KENT CHURCHES RIDE AND STRIDE 

The actual date of this event was Saturday 8th September  but we had 

tickets for the Paralympics, so we contacted the organisers who agreed 

that we could ride the following Saturday. Many thanks go to the volun-

teers who opened the church from 10am to 6pm  to meet and greet 

visitors on the day of the actual event. 

Saturday 15th September came, the weather was good and all of the 

tyres on the bikes pumped up to pressure for the annual outing!  We 

visited churches in Birchington, Westgate—of course St Saviour’s where  

we were greeted by Dawn, Garlinge, Westbrook, Margate, where we 

stopped for lunch, and finally onto Cliftonville  and Palm Bay.  Douglas 

went ahead of us as he was  bellringing for a wedding in Birchington 

and another in Eastry so was on a time limit. Also Mum wasn’t going 

fast enough!  Douglas achieved his ride whilst Ruth and I took it at a 

much more leisurely pace—we even thought about stopping for an ice 

cream. 

The route back home was more scenic, as it was such a lovely day, we 

took the coastal route and stopped at The Turner Centre—not for long 

though as we still had to get back to Birchington. 

We managed to visit 16 churches and raised £213 in sponsorship, half of 

which will be returned to St Saviour’s Church.  The Friends of Kent 

Churches gave St Saviour’s a grant of £12,000 towards the West Wall 

work, of which we are very grateful. 

Many thanks to all who supported and sponsored us on the Annual Bike 

Ride. 

The Neve Family                         

 



OVER 55?OVER 55?  

THE WESTGATE COMMUNITY CENTRE OVER 55’sTHE WESTGATE COMMUNITY CENTRE OVER 55’s  

MEETS EVERY WEDNESDAY FROM 2pmMEETS EVERY WEDNESDAY FROM 2pm  

ATAT  

THE COMMUNITY CENTRETHE COMMUNITY CENTRE  

LYMINGTON ROADLYMINGTON ROAD  

BINGO , QUIZ’s , BEETLE DRIVES, DARTS  BINGO , QUIZ’s , BEETLE DRIVES, DARTS    

And other activitiesAnd other activities  

LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOULOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU  

                                  PHONE 833956 FOR MORE INFORMATIONPHONE 833956 FOR MORE INFORMATION  

  

 

A Message  from Canada 
 
 
In August my husband and I were in Westgate for a couple of 
days. In 1965 we were married at St Saviour’s, in the church 
where I was christened and where I sang in the choir for 
many, many years. 
We would like to thank everyone whom we met that Friday 
morning, when the service was running late. We were made 
very welcome and felt so pleased that we had stopped in on 
our way back to Gatwick. Please could you pass on our thanks 
to those concerned. 
With every good wish for the future, 
Pam 



CHURCH SERVICES  

Sunday Services 

8am Said Eucharist  Book of Common Prayer 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

10.30am First Sunday in month -  FAMILY SERVICE  

SUNDAY 7th OCTOBER 10.30am HARVEST FAMILY SERVICE 

 

                                           

Weekday Service   

Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)  

Thursday 25th October 1.45pm St Saviour’s School Harvest  

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

1st Westgate Rainbows                   Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm 

8th Westgate Brownies                   Fridays 5.30 to 7pm 

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate. 

 

 

HI  KENT! For all your hearing needs 

A  new service!Your local clinic is held at 

Westgate Library, Minster Road on the Fourth Wednesday of every month  

2.30 to 3.30pm . 

For details speak to Mrs Jean Glover 

 

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations  

towards the cost of printing would be appreciated. 





CHURCH ACTIVITIES 
 

St Saviour’s Ladies Circle 

Meets in church 2 to 4pm 

The third Wednesday in the month   

 

Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm. 

 

The Westgate Heritage Centre  

WINTER PROGRAMME  

On the first Saturday of each month 10.30am to 12.30pm                             

There is a Talk at 11am  

Saturday 6th October 2012 Winter Season Launch 

 “Westgate ...a remarkable town.  It is there in Thanet, but in many re-

spects it is not OF Thanet” 

Saturday 3rd November 2012 

11am  Talk   “ 70 years ago—1942—A Bleak Year for the Nation -  

And for Westgate” 

 

Mothers Union St Saviour’s Westgate Branch 

 

Church Cleaning  

11.45am  On the 1st and 3rd Friday of the month 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Friday 5th October 3.30pm Piggybank Nursery Harvest Festival 

Saturday 13th October  10.30am to 12 noon Thanksgiving for  comple-

tion of work on West Wall  



CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL CHORISTERS 

 

A DATE FOR YOUR 2013 DIARIES 

 

The last minute cancellation of the Choristers' Concert last 
December due to the sickness of Dr David Flood, Cathe-
dral Organist and Master of the Choristers, was a very 
great disappointment.  However, David promised to bring 
the Choristers back to St Saviours when their very busy 
diary allowed. 

 

We are pleased to say that the Concert is now arranged 
for Saturday July 6th 2013 in the evening.     A date next 
March was offered but this would have fallen within Lent 
and we thought that a Summer's evening would be a 
much more suitable occasion, with the church looking at 
its best, and with the long Summer evenings. 

 

Further details much nearer the time.   

 

Ann and Alan Clark 


