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A Letter from The Rev’d. Barbara Way 

Greetings from Westgate Vicarage 
 

Plants Plants Plants !!   

I have just come from the wonderful and overflowing annual stall outside 
the church, which was absolutely abundant with a great variety of home-
grown plants for sale.  Graham and his family did a roaring trade and we 
thank them for all their hard work, both on the day and in the growing sea-
son that preceded it.  It was cold and certainly was very cold at 6 am, when 
they were setting up to start at 8.   

Have you ever thought that many people come close to God in a garden?  
For them it is somewhere away from the pressures of demanding jobs or 
tasks; it is somewhere where creation is in abundance, whether from the 
intended plants or from the wild flowers, some of which are commonly 
called ‘weeds’.  It is where the miracle of growth, for which we have waited 
so long this year, is found in abundance.  God the Creator is somehow tan-
gible amongst the creation, and it is something we can join in and play our 
part.  Many offer short arrow prayers to God in a garden, while working, or 
just sit for a while between shifts, as it were, and just look and meditate a 
while.  People talk about losing themselves in a garden, and so we can find 
God more easily. 

Trinity Sunday 

Last Sunday was Trinity Sunday, when we give thanks for the teaching of 
The Trinity – the idea that God is one, but also three – as Father, Son and 
Holy Spirit, or as Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, which is another way of 
understanding it.  This month we come to the Sundays after Trinity, or the 
ordinary Sundays as some put it.  The Church has vestments and cloths of 
green for these “ordinary” Sundays.  So the colour green, which I guess is 
the colour most of us link with the creation – not least the gardener’s green 
fingers – is the colour we most take for granted, and with which we perhaps 
feel most restful and at home.  

Events beyond our Control in the News 

We would like to join with others in our sorrow at the recent murder of 
Drummer Lee Rigby.  The attitude taken by so many that we must not give 
in to such dreadful acts, but carry on as normally as possible,  is to be  



commended. I pray that we may hold together with all people of good will 
in this country, whatever their creed or political belief, and work for a 
better community wherever we may be. 

Forthcoming Summer Events 

June and July also see various events in church – not least the strawberry 
tea, the summer fayre, the cathedral choir – see elsewhere in “The Link” for 
dates.  Do come - they are all most enjoyable events.  We also have several 
weddings this year and look forward to them.  The Heritage Society are 
open every week during this season on Saturday and Wednesday mornings. 

God bless you - Barbara  
 

Friends of St Saviour’s Church 

Thank you to all who attended the annual meeting held on 27th April and for gener-

ously supporting our raffle. 

Susan Bennett was re-elected as Chair and Ann Lawrence was returned as Acting 

Secretary. Joy Palmer decided it was time to step down as Secretary and was pre-

sented with a lovely bouquet of flowers by Dawn Crouch. I was elected to serve in 

Joy’s place.  

Long serving Committee members Rose Austen and Peggy Vale retired by rota and 

did not wish to seek re-election. Their places were filled by Joy Palmer and Jane 

Pink.Anne Bartlett, who had previously been a co-opted member, kindly decided to 

stand for election as a “proper person” and joins Joy and Jane in serving until 2016. 

The other Committee members are Dot Goodey (until 2014) and Mary Addison 

(until 2015). We have one vacancy still to fill as Dawn has decided not to continue as 

a co-opted member. Please let a committee member know if you are interested in 

being co-opted to the Committee until next April. 

On behalf of the new Committee, I would like to publicly thank Dawn, Rose, Peggy 

and Joy for all that they have done for The Friends over many years. 

Finally, a warning note to those who have not yet renewed their £2 annual subscrip-

tion. I now know who you are and hope, in the coming weeks, to encourage you to 

renew. Copies of the renewal form can also be found at the back of the church. 

Christine Attwood    Hon. Secretary 





FROM THE REGISTERS 

For those Baptised 

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”  , 

Sunday 26th May     Harvey Jay Hopper 

                

For those joined in Holy Matrimony 

“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they 

may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to 

each other” 

Friday 31st May    Marriage Blessing of Carol and Andrew 

The Sick 

“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit” 

Please pray for  -  Jenny,  Tina,  Phyll,  Evelyn, Tony,   Doreen Ranson,  

Marie,  Dot,  Kit, Daphne, Phaedra, Jeffery 

 

The Departed 

“Lord now lettest thou thy servant  depart in peace, according to thy word” 

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray 

for their families and friends 

Barbara Spanner 

 

 

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for 

giving them to us”    

Valerie White 

                                                                                                                              



CHURCHWARDEN’S REPORT 

On Thursday at 7.30pm on 16th May, Barbara, Andrew, Joy, Christine Attwood, 
Christine Bolger and myself  (Thelma came later) went to Canterbury Cathedral for 
the Service for the Archdeacons’ Visitations 2013.  

The Vision of the Diocese is to echo the National Church’s objectives, and the Arch-
bishop’s Council of the Diocese of Canterbury has agreed the following priorities for 
the future: To grow the church numerically and spiritually ,To reimagine ministry,To 
contribute to the Common Good by building sustainable and life-giving communi-
ties and partnerships. 

The Registrar introduced the Admission to Office of Churchwardens – 

Churchwardens when admitted are officers of the Bishop.  They are foremost in 
representing the laity and in co-operating with the incumbent or priest-in-charge. 
They are to use their best endeavours to encourage the parishioners in the practice 
of true religion and to promote peace and unity among them.  They must maintain 
order and decency in the church and churchyard, especially during the time of di-
vine worship.  They are required to appear before the Bishop and to make a decla-
ration in his presence before being admitted to office.  

The Churchwardens stood and said – 

We do solemnly and sincerely declare that we will faithfully and diligently exe-
cute the office of Churchwarden for our respective parishes for the year of our 
appointment, and will present such matters and concerns as we are bound to re-
port to the lawful authorities of our diocese. 

The Registrar said – I admit you to the Office of Churchwarden for the now current 
year, in the Name of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.  

The Archdeacon invited other church people to stand and said – Brothers and sis-
ters in Christ we are all baptized by the One Spirit into one body, and given gifts of 
God’s grace for the common good.  Today we ask your blessing for all who are ap-
pointed to serve in the local church, and ask you to reaffirm your willingness to 
serve. 

The Officers responded – We do so affirm, with God’s help. 

The Service ended with the Office of Compline Refreshments were served in the 
Chapter after the Service. 

I would like to thank Barbara and Andrew, Joy, Christine Attwood, Christine Bolger 
and Thelma for their support and friendship on this special occasion.  

We are looking forward to a happy and fruitful year ahead as we all endeavour to 
fulfil The Vision for St. Saviour’s.            With love, Brenda 



Choristers' Concert, July 6th 

 

We are now in the build-up to the Concert, and you will see on another 
page of “The Link” a copy of the fliers about it.  These are now at the back 
of the Church.  Please take one away for yourself, for friends and other con-
tacts who may be interested in coming.  There will also be posters on our 
Church Noticeboards and elsewhere.  Tickets will be on sale at the Summer 
Fair and at the Heritage Centre, and our own contact details for them are 
also on the flier. 

 

We are welcoming a team of top choristers and one of the leading organ-
ists in the country.   David Flood will be sending us details of the music 
nearer the time, and full programmes for all will be ready on the night.  To 
judge by the concert planned for December 2011 -  cancelled as you may 
recall because of David's illness - we can look forward to a really great 
evening of music suitable for most tastes (last time Carols, Purcell, Bach 
and others, through to Andrew Lloyd Webber, Cy Coleman, Jobim and 
more). 

 

This will be a memorable occasion.  Stewart Willmott hopes to have the 
church bells rung to welcome everyone as they arrive, and with any luck we 
shall have a beautiful summer evening so that we can open the west doors 
and take our light refreshments outside afterwards if we wish, just as we 
did when David gave an Organ Recital here in 2004. 

 

Ann and Alan Clark  

 





MISS BARBARA SPANNER - READER 

To have seen Barbara pedalling her ancient “sit up and beg” bicycle on her 
way to church, to prayer group or bible class might have called to mind John 
Major’s archetypal “English spinster cycling to Holy Communion”. It will be 
one of the pictures of Barbara, which will always be conjured up for me. Yet, 
one would have been quite mistaken, for here was a lady, seemingly elderly 
and frail, with a core of steely courage, undaunted and unafraid to speak up 
for what she believed to be right in the sight of God. There is more than one 
member of the clergy in Thanet who would affirm that! 

 Barbara came to Westgate late in life to be nearer to her nephew and 
niece and their family, who worshipped at St James’ Garlinge, an evangelical 
church where she expected to be totally at home. She found, however, that, 
because of the quirky nature of the boundaries of the parishes of St James 
and St Saviour, her house in Belmont Road was on the wrong side of the 
road. It was not in the parish of St James, but in that of St Saviour, with 
whose traditions she was slightly less comfortable. This did not, however, 
deter her in any way – she could serve two parishes, not one. 

In her younger days she had been disappointed that she was not 
able to become a missionary, as she had hoped, but she set aside her disap-
pointment and devoted her life to serving her Lord in many different ways 
and she was to continue to do that after she arrived in Thanet. This was not 
to be, for her, a time to put up her feet and so she divided her time – and 
her giving - between the two churches, being especially supportive of work 
with children. She believed passionately in the importance of bible classes 
and prayer groups and could always be relied upon to be a “prayer partner,” 
if one were needed in an emergency. She served on the PCC of St Saviour’s 
and represented the parish on Deanery Synod for a short time. 

 Barbara was a Licensed Reader and it was during the first interregnum 
of 2001-2 that she was able to play an important part in maintaining the 
ministry of St Saviour’s. The only way that Evensong could continue to be 
sung each week was with the help of authorised laity from across the Dean-
ery, so the services were led by a rota of Readers from Holy Trinity Margate, 
Holy Trinity Broadstairs, All Saints Westbrook and Barbara from St James. As 
a churchwarden of the day I was very grateful to them for their commit-
ment. Barbara also led services at the Women’s World Day of Prayer, some-
thing which she believed in deeply, and one of my last memories of her in  



Thanet was hearing her preach with deep conviction at St Mary Magda-
lene Monkton. 

 A few years ago, Barbara decided to return to Sussex and made her 
home at St Leonard’s, where she continued to play an active part in 
church life until in her nineties. She had a bad fall at one time and was 
also taken to hospital in an emergency with a heart attack and so about 
two years ago she moved to sheltered accommodation in Pinner in Mid-
dlesex to be near to a niece.  

Barbara was a lady for whom I had a profound admiration and 
who was one of those who helped me on my own spiritual journey. I give 
thanks for her inspiration, her deep faith, her life of prayer, her exception-
al knowledge of her bible and her total commitment to the service of her 
Lord through the church and the community. It is typical of her that she 
should remember St Saviour’s in her will. 

It somehow does not seem quite right to pray for eternal rest for 
such an active lady and so I pray, instead, that she may continue to serve 
her Lord, but upon another shore and in a brighter light. 

Dawn Crouch Churchwarden Emeritus 

 

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL ENTRY 

Did you know that if you are a member of a church congregation in the 
Diocese of Canterbury, you can go into the Cathedral free of charge? 

You need to fill out a form from the Visits Office. 

It is a wonderful resource, and makes a great break in a busy days shop-
ping or any day out in the city. 

 

 



AVPCM 2013 

The Minutes of April's Meeting are ready in draft for approval at next year's AV-
PCM.  If any church members would like a copy in the meantime, just contact Jean 
or me and we can let you have one.  

In the meantime I think that the text of Barbara's encouraging and thoughtful oral 
Report to the meeting as our new Priest should be seen by those who were not at 
the meeting - and perhaps again by those who were.  I particularly like her refer-
ence to us working together to “make this church sing” and to the “venture” of 
building together the next stage of Christian faith in our church and community.  

Barbara is happy for me to circulate the Report, and it is reproduced below.  

Alan Clark 

May 2013 

 

Westgate-on-Sea, St. Saviour’s 

Parish Priest’s Thoughts for the Annual Parish Church Meeting 2013  

My first task is to say a big Thank You to all those who helped us move into The 
Vicarage, especially to Alan, who negotiated with firstly Philip Bell and later Proper-
ty Services, as the responsibility for parsonage houses changed from one to the 
other in January this year.  He and Ann were there when contractors called and 
made arrangements with them, and made sure that the heating was back on.  So 
thank you Alan and Ann.  Thank you also to those of you who came round on the 
Saturday morning before we moved in and cleaned the house, so it was easy and 
pleasant to move into.  All this made a big difference and helped such a lot.  

A big thank you also to all of you – for all you have done during the inter-regnum 
and before the inter-regnum when Tom was unwell.  Services have been regular 
and well-staffed, the fabric well looked after and a major project undertaken in the 
form of the west window and duly executed with massive fund-raising required.  
Thanks to Graham and to so many others of you for that.  Thanks to Brenda and 
Jean for their organisation and to Gill and Susan and John Cheeseman and so many 
other Permission to Officiate clergy for all they have done here.  Thanks to Joy for 
all she does and for all her organisation this Holy Week and Easter, to Valda for her 
work on The Link and the weekly pew sheet, to the bell-ringers, to Stewart our ver-
ger for all his work behind the scenes, to Jean and Christine for their work on the 
safeguarding issues, to Christine Attwood for all her work over the licensing tickets 
and all the PCC for their parts in that and all that the activity that has taken place 
this last year. Thanks to two PCC members who retired during this year – Brian 
Johnson, who still contributes much to helping with work around the building and  



churchyard and to Susan Bennett, who is still working with baptismal families.  
Thanks to all who clean the church, take any leading role in worship, our organist 
Graham and our lead singer/teacher of action songs Lesley, all those who make 
coffee, those who did refreshments at my licensing, those who do pastoral visiting 
and work with children.  I have already gathered that much informal caring takes 
place from hospital visiting to visiting some at home.  I also see Ruth and Douglas 
taking time with the children at our services and thank them for that.  Thank you to 
all those who are part of the Heritage Society and help with the links there, and to 
Dawn for her major contribution over the many years, to making this work.  

I am obviously very new, having begun on 5th March this year.  It has been an inter-
esting month – with the move, a cataract operation, various negotiations involving 
the diocese and the Heritage Centre which seem to be bearing fruit in a good way, 
and Holy Week and Easter. I have fixed up to take some assemblies at St. Saviour’s 
School and will, in the next week or two, be visiting St. Crispin’s.   I, of course, only 
work two days and a Sunday each week!!   

I would like to share with you just an early thought or two.  Firstly that it is a great 
joy to be working with a small team of people – Susan and Andrew as colleagues, 
the Area Dean as a back-up if required, the church-warden and Assistant wardens 
and PCC members, and those others of you who do so much.  I think that together 
we can make this church sing, and a part of that singing is the Heritage Centre – no 
musical ability required - apart from the harmony that we are achieving! 

I envisage that together we can achieve much.  I wonder if this time next year, we 
could perhaps see a link again with some of the homes, probably with the group 
that visit already, a few more links with Birchington perhaps.  I am hoping to form a 
small group to organise and plan the first Sunday family service – anyone interested 
please talk to me.  It would be good to have a music group or small choir – but have 
no idea as yet if that will prove possible.   

It would be good perhaps to have a Saturday morning together sometime to talk 
about ways forward and update and build perhaps on a vision that you worked out 
a few years ago. 

At this stage I am learning and would love to hear any ideas you may have.  Mean-
while do look at the Diocesan web-site about The Gathering, which takes place in 
Canterbury on Friday 31st May and Saturday 1st June, and maybe think about going 
to either or both days.  It is usually very inspiring.  

My time in post here is necessarily not going to be many years, but I hope we can 
venture together to build the next stage of the Christian faith in this church and in 
this community.  The word “together” is important and the idea of “a venture” is 
exciting.  May we fulfil this calling to further the kingdom of God at this time in the 
name of Christ.    Barbara Way       13th April 2013. 



Heritage Centre Summer Programme 

 

Just to remind everyone that Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre is now open 

between 10am and 12 noon on Wednesday and Saturday mornings until 

the end of August. Please note that the talk on 6th July will take place at 

Christchurch URC in Westgate Bay Avenue. 

Dr Dawn Crouch will continue to give her monthly talks on the first Saturday 

of the month and all are welcome to pop in during the other Saturday 

mornings and on Wednesdays to see our archives and ask questions. Very 

nice refreshments are also available.  

The volunteers who staff the pop in mornings enjoy the chance to get to 

know our members better and improve our historical knowledge.  

We also have special visitors from time to time. For example, Gary and Ali-

son “popped in” on 11th May because it was their 27th Wedding Anniversary 

and were delighted to find the church building open. We are looking for-

ward to their return visit as they have promised to bring their wedding pho-

tos. 

Christine Attwood 
Membership Secretary 
 

SATURDAY 6th JULY HERITAGE  CENTRE TALK MORNING 
CHANGE OF VENUE 

 

SATURDAY  6 th JULY  :  
 
The monthly talk will be at Christ Church URC because St Saviour’s 
will be being prepared for the evening concert. 
 
The subject for the talk at 10.30 a.m. is relevant to both churches as 
it is on the laying of the foundation stones 130 years ago. 



From the Treasurer 

 

 April 2013 Monthly Financial Review 

In April RECEIPTS amounted to £3,591. 

This month we received £779 for fees for funerals, a blessing service and 
banns reading, a proportion of which goes to the Diocese. 

We made PAYMENTS of £3,568  

£480 was spent on the necessary felling of the Scots Pine Tree in the 
grounds alongside Ivanhoe Road , as it was dangerous.  A new young tree 
will be planted shortly. 

This resulted in an operating SURPLUS of £23.  
 

FLOWER  FUND (DESIGNATED FUND) 

The Flower fund stands at £299. 
 

CHURCH HEATING AND NORTH WINDOW (DESIGNATED FUNDS) 

The amounts in these funds stand at £70 and £20 respectively. 

Donations towards these funds are most welcome as the window is now 
being repaired and quotes for improving the heating are already being con-
sidered.  Thank you. 

Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer) 

 

ST SAVIOUR’S CHURCH FAYRE 

SATURDAY 29th JUNE  the church fayre will be held in church from 10am 
to 12 noon .  This was a great success last year and we would be grateful 
for donations of RAFFLE PRIZES and prizes for the TOMBOLA. 

A  Home Made Food stall will be provided and we would be grateful for 
donations to this nearer the time.  BOOKS and CLOTHING will also be 
needed.    THANK YOU,      Susan Bennett   

 



1st WESTGATE RAINBOWS 

Rainbow Guiding in Westgate continues to do well. We have a full unit and also a 
waiting list. The Rainbows who are between 5-7 years are encouraged through ac-
tivities to develop a sense of care/understanding of each other and the wider com-
munity. This is done with the help of working for Roundabout badges which have 
sections called Look, Learn, Laugh and love and also with a range of other activities. 
We celebrated special days in the history of Scotland, England, Ireland and Wales as 
well as Thinking Day which is special in Girlguiding. 
  
Last year as a unit we celebrated The Diamond Jubilee, The Olympics/Para Olympics 
and as a unit joined in with other units in Kent for an I Spy Canterbury Day and were 
able to have lunch on the day in the Cathedral gardens once the young Guiders had 
persuaded the people at the gate we did know how to behave. 
  
We are always made to feel welcome when we attend St. Saviour's church and 
hope that the girls and their parents will support the Family Service in the near fu-
ture.The Rainbows who help with the stall to raise a small amount for the church at 
the twice yearly Fairs always enjoy themselves. 
  
Recently they have enjoyed learning a new skill of Handbell Ringing and my thanks 
to those involved in that Ruth and Charlotte. 
We are also preparing to join other Rainbows from Kent for a Funday and most of 
the work for that is being done by Laura. 
Rachael is on the case with the Road Safety people to see what they can offer us. 
  
This year has also seen the unit blessed with another qualified Guider. Ruth after a 
very long wait for one completed a 1st Aid course. 
Without her, Laura, Rachael and our Young Leader Elizabeth there would be no unit 
and I feel very lucky to have these young women give up so much of their time. 
 Lorna Oliver  Rainbow Guider 
  



A THANK YOU MESSAGE FROM PEARL AND ARTHUR 

To All Our Friends at ST SAVIOUR’S who sent us a card for our  

60th DIAMOND WEDDING ANNIVERSARY. 

Sorry we were unable to attend church for a  Blessing as it was  

inconvenient for Pearl. 

Thanks also to Dawn for the lovely write up she did for Pearl and I on 

our  60th Anniversary in “The Link” 

God Bless you all, we both miss coming to church, 

Arthur and Pearl 

 

“THE LORD GOD MADE THEM ALL” 

Come and enjoy the wonders of nature in Kent at Sandwich Bay Bird  

Observatory Trust  COUNTRYSIDE FAIR on 25th and 26th August at 

Old Downs Farm, GUILFORD ROAD, SANDWICH CT13  9PF 

(www.sbbot.co.uk)   ENTRY FREE 

Attractions include bird ringing demonstrations, hourly guided walks 

(£3), live music and stalls for RSPB, Kent Bat Group, Reptile and 

Amphibian, and insect related groups for Butterflies, Dragonflies and 

Bumble Bees. 

Crafts include painting, photography ceramics, glass and wood. 

LOTS to SEE and DO! 

FREE bus from Barclays Bank stop in Sandwich. 

Cars £1 at tollgate.                                              David and Andrea Chance 



CHURCH ACTIVITIES 
 

St Saviour’s Ladies Circle 

Meets in church 2 to 4pm 

The third Wednesday in the month  

 

Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm. 

 

The Westgate Heritage Centre  

SUMMER PROGRAMME  

Open from  !st May Wednesdays and Saturdays 10am to 12 noon 

Saturday 1st June 10.30am Talk “Lighting the Town” Part 2 by Elec-

tricity 

Saturday 6th July  PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE 

At Christ Church URC Hall 10.30am Talk “Laying the foundations” 

Refreshments available. 

Church Cleaning   11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month 

 

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church -  Annual Membership Fee only £2 

New members welcome.  Join the  Friends of St Saviour’s church  

Subscription only  £2 per year .  All monies raised go towards the up-

keep of the church and grounds.  Membership forms at the back of the 

church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Saturday 15th June  3.30pm The Friends STRAWBERRY TEA 

Saturday 6th July   Canterbury Choristers Concert 

        



CHURCH SERVICES  

Sunday Services 

8am Said Eucharist  Book of Common Prayer 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

10.30am SUNDAY 2nd June  FAMILY SERVICE 

 

Weekday Service  

Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)  

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

1st Westgate Rainbows                   Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm 

8th Westgate Brownies                   Fridays 5.30 to 7pm 

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate. 

 

HI  KENT! For all your hearing needs 

A  new service!Your local clinic is held at 

Westgate Library, Minster Road on the Fourth Wednesday of every month  

2 to 3pm . 

For details speak to Mrs Jean Glover 

 

WESTGATE DOCTORS SURGERY new telephone number is 

03000   426426  - a local rate call 

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations  

towards the cost of printing would be appreciated. 


