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From the Vicar 
Dear friends 
Well it’s that time of year again!!  The beginning of December and the seasons of 
Advent and Christmas are upon us.  We come to the time of preparation for Christ-
mas and think of the birth of the new baby Jesus.  Welcome also to the time of Ad-
vent when we are invited to take a look at our spiritual preparations to greet the 
Christ-child and indeed to face the Lord at the end of our lives.  This is a time when 
we think of Jesus, the new baby, sent by God to offer a new life for us all; we also 
think of Jesus the Christ welcoming us as, in our turn, we pass from this life to the 
next.   

So it is time to think of presents and decorations and food, which are important to 
the celebration, but also to think of the joy of the special new birth when God be-
came a human being who was a vulnerable baby.  Advent looks also towards the 
second coming of Christ as King.  The people who were close to the baby Jesus, rec-
ognised in him the kingship of the new baby.  Some of them also realised that there 
was sadness within the joy.  The baby Jesus and his family became refugees and 
had to flee to Egypt until after Herod had died and was no longer a threat to him.  
Yet the angels proclaimed the birth with hosannas and proclamation, and that deep 
and profound joy is there for anyone who can perceive it, for it comes with the 
birth of the Christ child, and is there for each and every one of us. 

This year at our family service on 7th December at 10.30 am, we are asking you and 
anyone you can ask, to bring toys - new or in very good condition please - for us to 
then send to “Oasis” the Thanet refuge.  The toys will be for the children who live 
there or have connections with them –see a letter in this magazine.  Please give 
generously to this appeal; the toys you bring will make a difference.  The request is 
for the toys to be unwrapped, in good condition, and not mock violent toys like toy 
guns etc.  Thank you in anticipation. 

This year, as in previous years, we will also give the collection taken at the Christ-
mas Eve 4 pm Christingle and Crib service to The Children’s Society. 

Do come to any of our services this Christmas – details are all in this magazine.  Last 
year the carol service was brilliant and we are having another on the afternoon of 
Sunday 14th December, with music from Birchington Handbell Ringers from 3.15 pm 
for fifteen minutes, followed by well-known carols for all to sing and including spe-
cial contributions from St Saviour’s School Choir, the Community Choir and St Sav-
iour’s Church ad hoc Singers.   

Christmas for many of us is both amazingly joyful and yet can be almost unbearably 
sad.  Many of us particularly miss a loved one who has perhaps died or left us for 
some reason.  Yet there is something holy and special and compelling that can 
touch us at a much deeper level than all the glitz and fun and commercialism -  



something that touches us profoundly, something that links us with the heavenly 
kingdom, something that speaks of peace and justice, vulnerability and love, joy 
and creativity.   

May we tune into this message and welcome the love of Christ into our lives. 

God bless you and yours this Christmas - Barbara 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A MESSAGE FROM OASIS DOMESTIC ABUSE SERVICE 

Oasis Domestic Abuse Service supports women and children who are forced to 
leave their homes, fleeing violence and abuse, arriving at the refuge with very 
little. It is a shocking fact that 70% of the residents at our refuge are children. Gifts 
like toys can bring joy to children who have experienced very difficult situations. 
Your donations mean that we can keep our play room fully stocked and gather 
presents for Christmas. This takes pressure off  mothers at a very difficult time and 
couldn't be done without people like you. Your support and donations enable Oa-
sis to provide a high standard of care for survivors of domestic abuse; we really 
appreciate the work of those at St Saviour's to help to provide a brighter future for 
those children. For further details about Oasis and their work visit 
www.oasisdaservice.org. 

 

A THANK YOU FROM THE REV’D SUSAN WING 

Thank you all so much for your long journey of support for me and my family dur-
ing this year. Prayers bore fruit and produced grace notes that sustained me along 
the way. Those notes became a symphony of grace and washed over the family. 
Acts of seemingly small kindness helped me in my darkest hours and were greater 
than you will ever know. Thank you again. God Bless Susan 

http://www.oasisdaservice.org/




                                            Churchwardens’ Report 

With the approach of the winter season, we are pleased to say that at present the 
gas boiler is working well and with colder weather promised, Jean is increasing the 
temperature a little.  With the electric heaters at the side and the back of the 
church, immediate extra heating can be obtained where and when necessary.  It is 
a big responsibility to remember to switch them off when no longer required, so 
would the last person leaving the church please check that all the heaters have 
been switched off.  Thank you. 

On behalf of the P.C.C. and the congregation, Christine and I would like to thank 
Jean for her commitment to completing this lengthy task with such success.  We 
are most grateful. 

We would also like to give thanks to all those who gave so generously towards this 
project, and to all who have borne the discomfort of a cold church week by week. 

The P.C.C. is also pleased to report that the Remembrance Sunday service in church 
was well attended and was a thoughtful and sincere occasion in remembrance of so 
many who gave their lives fighting for our country and freedom.  The collection of 
£178.25 is being sent to the British Legion home in Broadstairs. 

Following the Church Service a Westgate-on-Sea Remembrance Parade was led by 
members of St. Saviour’s Church to the War Memorial.  A short service commenc-
ing at 12 noon was conducted by Revd Barbara Way, when members of the com-
munity joined with those in the parade.  Thanks to Revd Andrew Way, who in-
stalled the microphone system, the service was able to be heard by all those gath-
ered around the Memorial, where poppy wreaths were laid by various service and 
community groups.  It was agreed that the whole Parade was satisfactory thanks to 
the extra provision this year. However, it was noted that Thanet District Council 
had not advertised the Parade locally as in previous years. 

The P.C.C. discussed the importance of the safety of all involved in the Parade and 
have, in the light of this year’s experience recognising the need for necessary plan-
ning, decided to have oversight of the event in November 2015, hopefully involving 
Mr. Geoffrey Shawcase, the URC and the Maritime Voluntary Services following the 
Traffic Management Plan provided by the Police, as we did this year. 

As we are now in Advent, we are looking forward and preparing in readiness to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus at Christmas.  We hope that many of you will be able to 
join our special services: – December 7th St. Nicholas and Toy Service at 10.30am, 
December 14th Carol Service with choirs at 3.30pm, December 24th Crib Service 
with Christingles at 4pm, Midnight Communion Service with carols at 11.30pm, 
December 25th Christmas Day Family Communion with carols at 10.30am. 

 



 On Sunday, 4th January 2015 at 10.30am Epiphany Family Service with carols at 
10.30am. 

We look forward to greeting you on these special occasions. 

Christine and I thank you all for your support during 2014 and wish you a very  

Happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 

With love and Christmas blessings from Christine and Brenda 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE TREASURER 

October 2014 Monthly Financial Review 

In October  RECEIPTS amounted to £2,557 

We received Gift Aid Tax refund of £457 and £144 from Friends of Kent Churches 
for half of the sponsorship of the Ride and Stride event. 

We made PAYMENTS of £3,148 

We paid £1,781 for our Parish Share to the Diocese, £400 for 2 new burners for the 
gas boiler, and 

£180 for fees  assigned to the Diocese. 

This resulted in an operating  DEFICIT of £591. 

 

FLOWER  FUND (DESIGNATED FUND) 

The Flower fund stands at £169. 

 

Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer)  

 

Bible Study. The last meeting of the year will be on Thursday 11 December with 

Home Communion. The new term will begin on Thursday 8 January 2014. 



CHRISTMAS THOUGHTS FROM ST SAVIOUR’S SCHOOL 

Christmas 

Receiving is  great. Getting presents we have dreamed for rom those who 
love you.  Vast amounts of toys, chocolate and socks are great but we need 
to learn the joy in giving.  making someone have an amazing day because of 
something you have done is the best feeling in the world.  A necklace, a ring 
or a card can do that.  However, the gifts do not really matter (surprising, 
right?) it is about getting to spend time with the family who are with you 
through thick and thin.  Think about the effort your family put in for you, just 
you. 

Going to church at Christmas is very special, because there is a nativity to 
remind us why we have Christmas; this is important.  We learn how one 
unique person makes three important people go into a stable.  The one 
unique was a baby, he can't even speak, however he gets gold, frankincense 
and Myrrh. 

You should pray and be thankful for gifts and love.  You should not care 
about how much presents cost, it is about the thought those buying them put 
into it.  

Be thankful       Abigail Spanner and Eloise Gray  Year 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Big Thank You to everyone who supported a Shoebox Full of Gifts for the  
Christmas Child Appeal by Samaritan's Purse; we have over a dozen boxes to give. 
Thank you if you have already returned your box and the rest must be returned as 
soon as possible for me to take them to the collection centre at Christ Church ready 
for onward shipping in mid November. 
Thank You again for all your very kind generosity, it is much appreciated. I hope you 
enjoyed it as much as I did and hope we can do it again next year.  
Thank You, Clare. 





FROM THE REGISTERS 

 

For those Baptised 

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”   

 

For those joined in Holy Matrimony 

“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they 

may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to 

each other” 

 

The Sick 

“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit” 

Dot, Jenny, Tina, Evelyn, Doreen Ranson, Maureen, Edna, Marie, Alma, Jeremy S, 

Jeffery, Bob and those on the Prayer Board 

 

The Departed 

“Lord now lettest thou thy servant  depart in peace, according to thy word” 

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their 

families and friends 

Tom Wing,   Dorothy Hanberger,    Jeremy Davies 

 

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for 

giving them to us”    

Mary Moroney,   John Shipway,   Joan Howard-Field 

                    

                                                                                                                                            



St Saviours School remembers those killed during WW1  1914-1918 

At this time of year the school usually attend St Saviour’s church for their Harvest 
Festival Service.  This year instead they came a little later for a service of remem-
brance.  First a word about Harvest.  On this occasion it was the turn of the Founda-
tion Governors, Revd Barbara Way and Mr Graham Neve to represent the church at 
the Harvest Celebration held in St Saviours School.  We were treated to the whole 
school singing a collection of contemporary harvest songs and poems read by year 
5 pupils.  The School choir sang ‘We plough the fields and scatter’ and Revd Way 
gave a talk on the thankfulness of harvest.  Prayers written by the pupils were read 
and a final blessing given by Revd Way.  A memorable song was the ‘Harvest Sam-
ba’.  A modern and lively song encompassing the whole thankfulness of harvest.  An 
enjoyable occasion. 

The school came to St Saviours Church on Friday 14 November when the services /
respectfulness of Remembrance Sunday and Remembrance Day were still fresh in 
our mind.  Mr Bonell began the service by saying thank you to Dr Dawn Crouch for 
all the help she had given to the school in preparing for this service, planning of 
which started the previous year with year 5 teacher Mrs Ellie Rye, and providing so 
much material from which they could learn.   

Pupils told of ex pupils of St Saviours school who lost their lives during WW1, giving 
details of their birth, family, where they lived, their war service, the date they died 
and their age,  and where they are buried.  Many people were touched.  World War 
One songs were sung, ‘It’s a long way to Tipperary’, and, ‘Keep the home fires burn-
ing’, among others. 

The last post was ably played by year 3 teacher Mr Hilton on his trumpet, followed 
by a minutes silence respectfully maintained by the whole school.   The Community 
Choir then sang ‘I vow to thee my Country’ whilst a pupil from each class brought a 
wreath of poppies they had made up the nave to be received by the churchwarden 
in the memorial chapel.  Twelve wreaths in all, displaying varying thoughts from the 
pupils themselves.  Prayers were led by pupils and a short talk from Revd Barbara 
Way before giving a final blessing to draw the service to an end. 

For me it was one of those occasions you do not forget and I am proud to think that 
these young people will value the peace we all enjoy.  Staff told me that many chil-
dren had been moved to tears when hearing of the Westgate men who gave their 
lives.  We will remember them. 
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 TREES                         

Silently they stand sometimes in rows, sometimes here and there. 

Their boughs stretch to the sky, 

Beckoning to the crows to rest or the owl to hoot and stare. 

They are so solemn and so stately, 

They make man think and muse awhile, 

That gazing upwards through the leaves, 

One can marvel at the guile with which they seem to throw a spell 

And make you stop and pause to dwell , 

Upon the wonderment of earth as you pass deeper into the wood 

One listens and sometimes hears the lark. 

What a poor place this world would be, 

If never a tree the eye could see. 

Marie Evans                                                                                                                                                                             



Merry Christmas and Happy New Year From Pearl and Arthur.  Sorry we cannot be 

with you as much as we would like . 

To All my Friends at St Saviour’s Church,  I would like to Wish A Blessed Christmas, 

and All Good Wishes for the New Year.      Jenny Wright. 

A Happy and Healthy Christmas and New Year, the birth of Jesus brings hope and 

joy to us.  Please can you help to fill our food box for Christmas, they are us. 

Love in Christ, Anne and John Bartlett. 

Christmas Greetings and Best Wishes for the New Year,  from Beryl.   

Wishing everyone a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful and Healthy New Year, 

with our love Joy and Len xx    

Wishing All;  Love, Joy, Peace and Blessings this Christmas.  Love From Clare 

“Brenda sends her love and best wishes to you all for a very Happy Christmas and a 

peaceful New Year” 

Gill and Jean wish everyone a Happy and Blessed Christmas and a Peaceful 2015. 

Susan Wing wishes everyone at St Saviour’s a blessed and joyous Christmas and 

New Year. 

Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and a Healthy New Year.  Thank you for all 

the prayers, Edna. 

A very Happy Christmas to you all from Susan and Tony Bennett 

With our best wishes for a Happy Christmas and Healthy New Year  

from the Neve Family. 



WESTGATE HERITAGE CENTRE NEWS by Dr Dawn Crouch 

Remembrance Tide 

The first two weeks of November were marked by “remembering”. The Heritage 
Centre held two events, intermingled with the church commemorations of All Souls’ 
Day, Remembrance Sunday and the anniversary of the 1918 Armistice on 11th No-
vember. Commemorations finished with a very moving service in the church on 14th 
November, which had been put together by the staff and pupils of St Saviour’s Jun-
ior School to which the Heritage Centre had made a small contribution. This was, 
surely, a perfect example of how all can work together to continue Westgate’s sto-
ry, as Bishop Trevor had hoped in his talk at his October visit. Both Heritage Centre 
events finished with the lighting of candles, before our parish priest led a short time 
of quiet reflection and simple prayers. We would like to thank Barbara for joining us 
on both occasions, on a day which is not predominately one of her working days. 
Her presence made a difference. 

[In the November issued of the Link, I named the 1944 D Day Operation as 
“Operation Dynamo”, when it should be “Operation Overlord”. When I thought 
about it during the night that I had sent the article to the editor, it was too late to 
alter it as the Link had gone to press – we work to such a tight deadline. We shall be 
remembering Dynamo (the evacuation of Dunkirk next year). My apologies. D.C.] 

Commemorating the First World War – December 2014 

The final talk of 2014 on this theme will be a conversation between Dawn (Crouch) 
and Sally (Whitworth, our newsletter editor) on Sally’s ongoing research on the 
names on the First World War Memorial Board of Wellington House Boys’ Prepara-
tory School, which was situated on the eastern side of Rowena Road until its closure 
in 1970 and demolition in 1972. It can be seen from the photograph that the foot-
print of the school, chapel and grounds was huge. In addition the school had a large 
sports’ field on the opposite side of Rowena Road and an 8 acre field on the cliff top 
in Sea Road. When the buildings were about to be demolished, the Memorial 
Boards for both World Wars were transferred to St Saviour’s Church and re-
dedicated by the Bishop of Dover, who had been a governor of the school. The ded-
ication is written at the foot of the Second World War Board on the north side of 
the west door. 

The First World War Board, (on the south side of the west door) which was 
made from oak from the Duke of Portland’s Estate, was dedicated in 1922 and re-
placed a temporary board, which had recorded the deaths of former pupils. It had 
always been a source of interest to me, as the names are not in alphabetical order 
and the forenames are diminutives – Archie, Willie, Eddie. This is most unusual on a 
formal memorial.  



A casual remark made to Sally Whitworth led to her starting her research. It has 
proved to be absolutely fascinating. Archie, Willie and Eddie often were found to 
be the sons of peers of the realm, some with titles of their own. Britain’s very first 
Boy Scout was amongst them, as was a cricketer who played at Lords. Jervis Tylee 
died on the Western Front almost immediately the fighting began. Do come along 
on Saturday 6th December to this, our last event in the Commemoration of the 
beginning of the First World War and hear the story of one of the schools, which 
played an important part in Westgate’s history. Wellington House was the only 
one of the many boys’ schools to return to Westgate after the Second World War. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CHURCH SERVICES  

Sunday Services 

8am Said Eucharist  Book of Common Prayer 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

10.30am  First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE 

Weekday Service   

Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)  

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

1st Westgate Rainbows                   Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm 

8th Westgate Brownies                   Fridays 5.30 to 7pm 

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate. 

 

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users  

There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery - 

 every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice. 
 

There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th 
Wednesday of every month from  2-3pm. 

 

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations 

towards the cost of printing would be appreciated. 

 

The deadline for January 2015 “The Link” is  Sunday  28th December 

                                                                                                                                                                    



CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

St Saviour’s Ladies Circle 

Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.   

Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm. 

Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring  

Susan 836430  The subject: The Book of Acts and Holy Spirit 

The Westgate Heritage Centre  Open on the first Saturday of each month 10am 

to 12noon.    There is a talk on the first Saturday of  each month at 10.30am. 

WINTER PROGRAMME  

Saturday 6th December “Sally and Dawn in conversation” 

Saturday 3rd January 2015 “The Tower House, Canterbury Road ,Westgate 

Refreshments available.     

Church Cleaning   11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month 

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church -  Annual Membership Fee only £2 

New members welcome.  Join the  Friends of St Saviour’s church  

Subscription only  £2 per year .  All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the 

church and grounds.  Membership forms at the back of the church or ring Su-

san Bennett on 01843 831079 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Sunday 7th December 10.30am FAMILY SERVICE with donations of toys to 

Oasis Refuge 

Sunday 14th December  3.30pm CAROL SERVICE  

Wednesday 24th December  4pm CRIB AND CHRISTINGLE SERVICE 

                                               11.30pm MIDNIGHT EUCHARIST 

Thursday 25th December       10.30am FAMILY COMMUNION WITH  

                                                                  CAROLS 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   




