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A Letter from The Rev’d. Barbara Way     Greetings from Westgate Vicarage 

From the Parish Priest 
Dear friends, 
There is no easy way to say this.  It is with very mixed feelings that I announce my 
retirement early next year.  My last Sunday, as Parish Priest St. Saviour’s Westgate-
on-Sea, will be on 10th January 2016.   

I came here on 5th March 2013 and so will have been here nearly three years when I 
retire.  Andrew and I have loved being here and appreciated the friendship of so 
many people.  We are simply getting to the age, where we need to take life a little 
more slowly.  It has been a time of change and looking to the new, but also a time 
of nurturing many of the old traditions.   

Many things have happened, from the Carol service to the Songs of Praise.  The 
Family Service is wonderful and I hope many more people may come and enjoy it 
on the first Sunday of the month at 10.30 am.  The Heritage Society is now well in-
tegrated with the Church, and is properly set up.  We have commemorated the cen-
tenary of the ending of The First World War together, and had services for the sev-
entieth anniversaries of VE and VJ Day. 

There are of course challenges ahead, not least whether we join with Birchington 
and with the wider group of Minster and other parishes, and whether we can pull 
together enough money to keep a resident priest here.  More will be said soon 
about the need to raise money for some more of the church windows as well, 
though we will be applying for grants to help with that. 

The main thing is that the church here continues to grow in numbers and in the 
deep spiritual things of life.  I pray that more and more of you may come and find a 
spiritual home here. 

For my part I have made many friends here and enjoyed my time in Westgate, and 
thank you for all your support over the last few years.   

Meanwhile do come and enjoy the Harvest Festival at 8 am or 10.30 am on Sunday 
4th October (produce given to the Thanet Foodbank and to some of the homes for 
senior citizens).  You are also welcome to join in a good sing at our own “Songs of 
Praise” on St. Luke’s Day, Sunday18th October at 3.30 pm.  Many of you do join us 
for Remembrance, and Christmas offers a Carol Service with school and community 
participation.  There is also of course the ever-popular Christingle service on Christ-
mas Eve, as well as the Midnight Communion. 

You are very welcome to these and indeed to any or all our services. 

God bless you all, 

Barbara 





                                                      Churchwardens’ Report 

Having enjoyed the Fun Quiz and Afternoon Tea yesterday, we are now looking for-
ward to the Harvest Festival.   On Friday, 2nd October at 2pm the Piggy Bank chil-
dren are coming to their Harvest Festival Service in Church which will be led by Rev 
Barbara Way. 

On Sunday, 4th October at 10.30am we celebrate our Harvest Festival.  The Rain-
bows, Brownies, Cubs, Beavers and Scouts have all been invited and the service will 
include the Baptism of Ruby and Lily Wells. 

The non-perishable gifts will be given to the Thanet Food Link and small packets of 
biscuits and sweets to the local homes together with any perishable fruit or vegeta-
bles. Individual gifts will be given as appropriate. Please bring gifts between 
11.45am – 12.30pm on Friday, 2nd October  or on Saturday, 3rd October between 
2pm – 4pm.  Volunteers for decorating the church will be welcome on Saturday, 3rd 
October  2pm – 4pm. 

We would like to express our grateful thanks to all those who were stewards on the 
day of the Friends of Kent Churches sponsored Ride and Stride and to Phil Joiner 
who has completed the long outstanding task of removing rust and repainting the 
porch rails so beautifully.   

Can you help?  Thanks to Anne and John Bartlett and Stuart Willmott, the brass 
throughout the church has been kept regularly cleaned and polished.  Unfortunate-
ly Anne and John are no longer able to do this which means that we are looking for 
help. It probably involves either cleaning once every three months or cleaning some 
areas on a monthly basis. If you can help in any way, please come and talk to Chris-
tine or myself.  Thank you.  

Each month we are keeping you up to date with the progress on the Thanet Dean-
ery’s Positional Paper and in particular St. Saviour’s position in this.  As you know 
we are in “The Villages” group and at present we are seeking information on “the 
relationship between St. Saviour’s and Birchington and what stipendiary clergy are 
needed in those parishes in the longer term?” On Thursday this week Christine and 
I will be meeting with the 2 Birchington Churchwardens to discuss our present posi-
tions and other relevant details. You will appreciate that our position has changed 
since Barbara’s announcement that she will be leaving on Sunday, January 10th, 
2016, and this may affect our future. In addition to the meeting on Thursday, Arch-
deacon Sheila has also asked to see the Churchwardens and the Area Dean, but the 
date has not yet been fixed. The PCC will be meeting to discuss St. Saviour’s posi-
tion on Wednesday, 7th October 7pm – 9pm. We will keep you informed but in the 
meantime if there is anything you would like to discuss with us please do not hesi-
tate to contact us.  We would like to hear from you.  

With love and blessings from Christine and Brenda                                                                                    



ANNUAL GROUNDS CLEARANCE  OCTOBER 2015 

The time of year is approaching for the annual trimming and 

tidying up the church grounds on the Ivanhoe, Westgate Bay 

Avenue and St Mildred's Road sides of the church.  This no-

tice is to allow dates to be reserved in diaries in plenty of 

time. 

As we know from previous years we have to allow leeway for 

bad weather, so this time would you please reserve the fol-

lowing three mornings which should allow two of them to be 

suitable for the work to be done:- 

 Saturday October 10
th

 

 Saturday October 24
th

 

 Saturday October 31
st

 

All for a start at 10am sharp and finishing at noon with the 

usual break for tea/coffee and biscuits half way through. 

The nature of the work is adaptable for volunteers of all ages 

and capabilities.  PLEASE come along and assist the usual 

small band of helpers if you can. 

Don't hesitate to contact me if you need any further infor-

mation. 

Alan Clark                                                                 

(01843 8311590)  
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  FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

For those Baptised 

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”   

Sunday 6th September           Gwen Samantha Ann Pettit 

 

For those joined in Holy Matrimony 

“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they 

may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to 

each other” 

Saturday 12th September       Sophie Hayden and Kevin Henson 

 

The Sick 

“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit” 

Dot, Jenny, Tina, Evelyn, Maureen, Marie, Stanley, Rose, Barry, Charlotte, Phyll,  

Eric, Tony, Angela, Margaret, Mandy  and those on the Prayer Board 

 

The Departed 

“Lord now lettest thou thy servant  depart in peace, according to thy word” 

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their 

families and friends 

 

 

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for 

giving them to us”   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        





News from St Saviour’s Church of England School 

September is a busy time at St. Saviour’s Church of England Junior School.  We have 

a new Year 3 cohort, these children tend to move up from St. Crispin’s Infant School 

as a cohort with additional children coming from a range of local infant and primary 

schools. 

Our new students are a diverse group; children react to a change in schools in a 

variety of ways.  Some children have been nervous about this transition, we have 

had our fair share of tears at the front gate.  Other children seem like they are in 

their second or third year at our school, such is their confidence.   

Another less noticeable group are the ‘slow bloomers’, these children are still 

getting used to their new environment and do not give much away.  The ‘slow 

bloomer’ is the type of child who may be very quiet at school but parents tell staff 

that they never stop talking at home, and both teacher and parent wonder whether 

we are talking about the same child!  Though slow bloomers may begin their time 

at St. Saviour’s as reticent or sheepish, they often metamorphose into confident, 

eloquent role models for younger children as they mature.  The transformation of 

children from nervous new entrants to confident young adults in the space of four 

years is incredibly rewarding; as with one’s own children, this four year process 

seems to take place in the blink of an eye – I am told this is a sign of getting old!  

Elsewhere in the school, teachers are working hard to prepare children for the fu-

ture.  Our Assistant Headteacher, Mr Arnold has just enrolled the school in a 

scheme run by Partners in Excellence (PIXL) called The Edge.  The scheme is a way 

for children to record skills which may be otherwise difficult to quantify and cele-

brate in a school setting.  The Edge works in a similar way to a simplified Duke of 

Edinburgh accreditation process in that children are assessed against a set of skills 

or qualities such as leadership, initiative, team work etc.  Schools are primarily ac-

countable for the standards children reach in English and mathematics but we know 

that employers and society demand a broader set of life skills.   

I look forward to seeing how our older children progress through The Edge and 

show, even more clearly, how six year olds bloom into young adults, ready for sec-

ondary school with all its challenges and opportunities. 

Nick Bonnell, Headteacher 
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  FROM THE TREASURER 

August  2015 Monthly Financial Review 

 

In August RECEIPTS amounted to £2,868. 

 

We received £178 for a funeral and £100 for Gift Day. 

 

We made PAYMENTS of £3,702. 

 

We paid £181 for printing and £714 for fees assigned to the Diocese. 

 

This resulted in an operating  DEFICIT of £834. 

 

 FLOWER  FUND (DESIGNATED FUND) 

The Flower  fund stands at £130. 

 

Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             



WESTGATE HERITAGE CENTRE  

On 9th September Douglas Neve, our youngest member and an undergraduate in his 
second year of studying history at the University of Kent, gave an illustrated talk 
“Victory at Last” in the Council Chamber of the Town Hall in Westgate, as part of 
our commemorations of 1945. It was a most enjoyable evening, for he had re-
searched thoroughly the events of the summer of 1945, including the election, 
which was held between the two Victory Days. The evening included the speeches 
made on VE Day by H.M. King George VI and Prime Minister, Winston Churchill, and 
those made on VJ Day by the King and the new Prime Minister, Clement Attlee. We 
often hear extracts from Churchill’s stirring speech, but rarely do we hear it in full 
and the VJ Day speeches are almost never heard – I am sure that the last time that I 
myself heard them was in 1945.  We also learnt a great deal about the ways in 
which Victory was celebrated in Westgate and we feel sure there are some personal 
memories around still. If you remember any of these or if an older member of your 
family has ever told you about them, we should love to hear from you to complete 
our memory project for this year, which will become part of the Heritage Centre 
archive. These are the events which Douglas unearthed. 

10th May 1945: A party was held in the garden of 124, Victoria Avenue, the home of 
Captain and Mrs Hacker, for the children of the Victoria Avenue area.  It was or-
ganised by Mrs Toogood of Richborough Road, whose husband Fred was a window 
cleaner, and Mrs Goldfinch and was attended by about 60 children. They had a 
memorable tea, as ice cream was served – a rare treat. Before they went home, 
each child was given a threepenny bit. 

Sunday 13th May: A National Service of Thanksgiving was held in all local church-
es, including St Saviour’s Westgate at 11.00 a.m. That afternoon, there was a Victo-
ry Parade in Cecil Square followed by a service in Dreamland Cinema and a march 
back through the Square at which the Mayor of Margate, Alderman Frederick Corn-
ford, (a Westgate Alderman) took the salute. 

Wednesday 16th May: A cricket match took place on what was then known as Haw-
trey’s Field between Westgate residents and a RAF team. Both sides claimed victo-
ry, as no one knows who actually won, as the score card was lost – possible being 
thrown on to the bonfire lit at 9.30 p.m., which included the burning of an effigy of 
Adolf Hitler. Singing led by the Margate Silver Band under Mr Brockman went on 
until 1.00 a.m. Thunder flashes and flares were let off and very lights and pistols 
fired from opposite sides of the grounds by RAF pilots. (The RAF officers were billet-
ed in Doon House School, recently known as Summerlands Nursing Home). The 
event was organised by scoutmaster, Mr Watson, aided by the 1st Westgate Boy 
Scout Troop 

 



Thursday 17th May: A party was held at King Ethelbert School on the Westgate 
border for the children of Dunstan Avenue and “Upper” Linksfield Road 

20th August: A party was held in Wellesley Road, attended by about 80 children 
from the surrounding roads. It was attended by the Mayor of Margate, the newly-
elected MP, Edward Carson and the vicar of St Saviour’s, the Revd William Williams  

Finally on 25th August there were victory sports and a tea at King Ethelbert School 
for the children of Birchington and Westgate 

If we have tapped into your memory, please contact me via the website or on 
832617 or speak to Valda or Douglas Neve or Christine Attwood. 

We would also welcome any memories of the night that Westgate was flooded in 
1973 (September 20th) when Mrs Victoria Scott lost her life. This is the subject of 
the October monthly talk. 

Dr Dawn Crouch Consultant Historian 

 
Church Cleaning 
 
We are planning to have another cleaning blitz in the 
Church on Saturday 21st November from 10am-12pm  The one we had 
in the Spring was very successful thanks to the number of people who 
came to help.  Please could as many of you who have time, support 
us again?   I will provide coffee, tea, soft drinks and biscuits. I will also  
provide polish; brooms and dustpans are in the Church, all you need  
to bring is a duster.  Thank you. 
                                                     Ann Clark                                        

( 01843 831159)                                                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=cleaning+border&view=detailv2&&id=B012E70F9308F8C94540677C1842A9F54E1566E6&selectedIndex=140&ccid=%2btPismKu&simid=608029926555387312&thid=OIP.Mfad3e2b262ae56348b453c943bba66d9H0




MACMILLAN COFFEE AFTERNOON 

The Merry Minion Volunteers of Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre thank everyone 
who supported our coffee afternoon on 25th September in aid of Macmillan.  Dona-
tions and sales on the day raised a fantastic £455.48 and there is more to come. 

Over £100 came from our bric-a-brac stalls, £67 from the raffle and £214.73 from 

refreshments.  We are grateful to members of the Heritage Centre who kindly pro-
vided the raffle prizes and the delicious homemade cakes and scones. 

We’ve no idea how many came but Sue and Pam worked non-stop making teas and 
coffees and frequent washing up was required to keep up with the demand for 
crockery.  

The answer to guess the spots on the cake was 576. Gordon was nearest with 550 
and generously gave his winnings of £13 (half the takings) to Macmillan. 

Thank you once again 

Anne, Sue, Pam, Sally, Clare, Alan, Dawn, Jean, Jide and Christine 

 

Fun Quiz with Afternoon Tea 

The first quiz arranged by St Saviour’s Social Activities Group took place on the last 
Saturday of September and was a resounding success. Thirty of us enjoyed 3 
rounds of easy general knowledge questions from a pub quiz book and a much 
harder history round. Two teams had the highest score of 36 and knew the answer 
to all the tiebreaker questions. So that we could enjoy the delicious sandwiches 
and cakes before bedtime, the quiz mistress eventually gave in and awarded prizes 
to the members of both teams. Well-done Paul, Stephanie, Rod, Ian, Christina, Da-
vid, Clare, Joy, Len, Jill and Sally! There was more merriment as we drew the raffle, 
trying hard to find different winners instead of the same 2 or 3 lucky people.  

The afternoon of fun raised £120 for church funds and we look forward to re-
peating the event next year. 

 

FRIENDS OF KENT CHURCHES RIDE AND STRIDE 2015 

The Neve Family would like to thank all those who sponsored them and the stew-
ards who offered hospitality and greeted all those on the Ride & Stride .  We had 
£182 in sponsorship money—half of which will come back to St Saviour’s.  Douglas 
rode 27 miles & visited 28 churches and managed to get back to St Saviour’s to ring 
the bells at 2.30pm for the wedding. Graham and I walked around the churches in 
Canterbury and also visited churches in some of the villages. 



CHURCH SERVICES  

Sunday Services 

8am Said Eucharist  Book of Common Prayer 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

10.30am  First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE 

Weekday Service   

Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)  

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

1st Westgate Rainbows                   Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm 

8th Westgate Brownies                   Fridays 5.30 to 7pm 

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate. 

 

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users  

There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery - 

 every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice. 
 

There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th 
Wednesday of every month from  2-3pm. 

 

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations 

towards the cost of printing would be appreciated. 

 

The deadline for November 2015 “The Link” is  Sunday  25th October 

                                                                                                                                                                    



CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

St Saviour’s Ladies Circle 

Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.   

Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm. 

Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring  

Susan 836430 .   

The Westgate Heritage Centre   

WINTER OPENING Open the FIRST SATURDAY morning of each month 

10am to 12 noon    There is a talk  at 10.30am. 

Saturday 3rd October 10.30am Talk “Water, water everywhere” 

Saturday 7th November 10.30am Talk “Remembering The Fallen” 

Refreshments available.   

Church Cleaning   11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month  

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church -  Annual Membership Fee only £2 

New members welcome.  Join the  Friends of St Saviour’s church  

Subscription only  £2 per year .  All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the 

church and grounds.  Membership forms at the back of the church or ring Su-

san Bennett on 01843 831079 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Sunday October 4th HARVEST FESTIVAL 

Friday 16th October 9.30am St Saviour’s School Harvest Service 

Saturday 17th October 12noon HARVEST LUNCH 

Sunday October 18th 3.30pm Songs of Praise 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               








