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A Letter from The Rev’d. Barbara Way    Greetings from Westgate Vicarage 

From the Parish Priest          Dear friends, 
It is Remembrance time again and many of us will meet at the War Memorial to 
give thanks for the lives of so many in the first and second world wars, and in the 
many wars that have occurred since then.  All of these have demanded life-giving 
service and that is what being a part of the armed forces means. 

Before that event at 12 noon on Sunday 8th November, there will be services in the 
different churches and congregations in Westgate, then the procession will muster 
outside St. Saviour’s, ready to walk to the war memorial ready for 12 noon. 

We live in frightening times even here in this country, which is reasonably stable at 
the present time, though not without pretty major problems.  Yet there is always 
the threat of a terrorist attack and the horrors of war are not far away.  More and 
more countries seem to be getting involved and there is no telling how far this will 
all go. 

Remembrance Day has become more important than ever – not just to give thanks 
for the service men and women who died, but also to be a warning of the cost paid 
by so many.  We look at the devastation in Syria and watch hard things happening 
in the Ukraine.  We see massive movements of refugees across much of the world, 
not least into Europe. 

What can we do?  We can do what we can to give aid to those who need it; we can 
try and think about these dilemmas and horrors, and to work out where we are in 
the midst of all the strife.  We must surely pray for peace, yet not only peace but 
justice too.  We can try and show respect for people with whom we disagree, and 
encourage others to do the same. 

It is a time for remembrance; it is also I believe a time for resolution to play our part 
in forming our new world, for that is what it is.  The form of this new world is un-
folding before our eyes and many things influence it.  The way things go will depend 
on what lots of people say and do, for this becomes the very powerful public opin-
ion.   May we say and do what we can to help.   

God bless you and those you remember this November, whether at All Souls tide or 
on Remembrance Sunday or on Armistice Day on Wednesday 11th November, when 
the church will be open for an hour between 10.30 and 11.30 am for a quiet time.  
The two minutes silence will be observed at 11 am. 

On a more cheerful note, please remember the Family Service on Sunday 6th De-
cember at 10.30 am, when we are asking for as many toys as possible (new or in 
very good condition) to be brought along.  These will be given to Oasis, the Thanet 
women and children’s refuge. You are very welcome to these and indeed to any or 
all our services.     God bless you all,     Barbara                                                                                                 





Churchwardens’ Report 

We celebrated harvest on a number of occasions last month and thank eve-
ryone for their great generosity. 

On Friday 2
nd

 some 20 pre-school children plus helpers came from the Piggy 
Bank Nursery and shared some songs with Barbara and the Churchwardens. 
They also brought with them a shopping trolley stuffed to the brim. There 
were so many tins, packets and jars that it took quite a while for the little ones 
to bring their gifts to the Altar. 

The following afternoon, the church was decorated using the gifts donated by 
the Piggy Bank and members of the church family. The prayer tree was also 
put in place so prayers written by our Family Service Children could be add-
ed during the Harvest Festival Family Service. 

The Harvest Family Service was extra special this year as, during it, 2 of our 
Family Service Children (Ruby and Lily Wells) were baptised. It was lovely to 
have many of Ruby and Lily’s family and friends at the service as well as 
Rainbows, Brownies and several visitors. Many more tins, packets and jars 
were kindly donated that day together with some fresh produce.  

Perishable foodstuffs and small baskets of sweets and biscuits were taken to 
the homes we remember in our cycle of prayer: St Michael’s, Ashbury Court, 
Norfolk House, Eaton Lodge, Gordon Lodge, Roxburgh House and Ocean 
Swell. The lovely thank you card made by the residents of Norfolk House is 
on display at the back of the church. 

Anne and John Bartlett took all other non-perishable goods to Thanet Food 
Bank’s collection point. There were so many boxes and bags that John was 
lucky to have a seat in the car! 

The final harvest service took place on 16
th
 October when St Saviour’s 

School held their annual service in church, supported by many relatives and 
carers. The gifts brought on this occasion went to a Birchington Food Bank. 

Our harvest celebrations were rounded off with a most enjoyable harvest 
lunch, which raised £110 for church funds. 

In our monthly reports, Brenda and I have been keeping you up-to-date with 
plans for the future of St Saviour’s. In the past few weeks, we have had a 
friendly informal meeting with the Churchwardens of Birchington to find out 
what we have in common and a more formal meeting with the Archdeacon of 
Canterbury and the new Area Dean (the Revd Andrew Jacobson of St Lau-
rence-in-Thanet). At each meeting we stated our belief that a part-time priest 
should be appointed following Barbara’s retirement. This will be a lengthy 
process and the Archdeacon stressed that no decisions had been made 
about our future. The first step in the process is for our situation to be dis-
cussed by the Deanery’s Ministry and Mission Committee (MMC).                                                                  



At a special meeting on 7
th
 October, the PCC prepared a paper for discus-

sion by the Villages Group of the Deanery on 4
th
 November 2015. Brenda 

and I will be going to that meeting. In the paper, the PCC had to give an 
overview of what our church/mission is to the community; say what St Sav-
iour’s could offer the other churches in the Group (St Nicholas-at-Wade, 
Minster, Monkton, Chislet, Acol, Minnis Bay and Birchington); and state the 
spiritual and financial case for our proposed way forward. We will let you 
know any decisions reached by the MMC and the Villages Group in our next 
report.  

With love and blessings from Brenda and Christine 

Church Cleaning 
We are planning to have another cleaning blitz in the Church on Saturday 21st No-
vember from 10am-12pm  The one we had in the Spring was very successful thanks 
to the number of people who came to help.  Please could as many of you who have 
time, support 
us again?   I will provide coffee, tea, soft drinks and biscuits. I will also  
provide polish; brooms and dustpans are in the Church, all you need  
to bring is a duster.  Thank you. 
                                                     Ann Clark                   ( 01843 831159)     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 
Seasonal messages will appear in the December edition of “The Link”.  Messages 
can be hand written or emailed to Valda no later than SUNDAY 29th NOVEMBER.  
Donations for sending greetings this way to be given to Brenda Carter. 
ALL DONATIONS ARE FOR CHURCH FUNDS.                                                                                                                  
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  FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

For those Baptised 

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”   

Sunday 4th October     Ruby Sarah Wells 

                                      Lily Anne Wells 

 

For those joined in Holy Matrimony 

“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they 

may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to 

each other” 

 

The Sick 

“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit” 

Dot, Jenny, Tina, Evelyn, Maureen, Marie, Stanley, Rose, Barry, Charlotte, Phyll,  

Eric, Tony, Angela, Margaret, Mandy, Jenny H and those on the Prayer Board 

 

The Departed 

“Lord now lettest thou thy servant  depart in peace, according to thy word” 

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their 

families and friends 

Henry John George Allen - known as Harry,    Doreen Marshall,   Nita Avery 

 

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for 

giving them to us”   

Tom,     Dorothy Hanberger 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                        



Westgate Heritage Centre by Dr Dawn CrouchWestgate Heritage Centre by Dr Dawn Crouch   

On Saturday 7th November at 10.30 a.m. the Heritage Centre will pay its annual tribute to the 
men of Westgate-on-Sea who died in two world wars. This year there are two special anni-
versaries to commemorate. 

In September 1915 the Battle of Loos began, as part of a massive Allied offensive 
on the Western Front. It is particularly poignant for us here, as our local regiment, The Buffs 
(the East Kent Regiment), played an important part. 

 I was reminded a few weeks ago that not everyone is familiar with the regiment and 
its history and that its name is something of a puzzle to them. It was an ancient regiment, 
tracing its history back to the 16th century and its nickname The Buffs to the fact that it was 
issued with buff coats – armour made of soft leather, which had buff-coloured facings and 
waistcoats to distinguish itself from those of other regiments. Its battle honours are many; 
from Blenheim and Oudenarde through the Peninsular and Crimean Wars to the First and 
Second World Wars. It has fought in many countries from the West Indies to India, from 
South Africa to Mesopotamia, from El Alamein to Burma.  

In 1885 its colours were first laid up in the south transept of Canterbury Cathedral, 
where its Book of Remembrance still lies. When the regiment was stationed in Canterbury, in 
peace time a soldier would march from the barracks at the top of St Martin’s Hill to arrive at 
the chapel to turn the page in the book at 11 o’clock. The verger would ask if there was any 
former Navy man in the little crowd that always gathered. If so, he would be invited to strike 
the bell from HMS Canterbury to mark the beginning of the simple ceremony. 

The Regiment consisted of Regular and Territorial battalions and men from West-
gate served in those. In August 1914 however the 6th battalion was raised from volunteers 
who would serve just for the duration of the First World War. The Recruiting Rally held in 
Westgate in the Town Hall Buildings saw men from the town enlist. Amongst them were 
George and Frank Luck of Essex Road, both of whom worked for Lockwood, the building firm.  

The 2nd, 6th and 8th battalions fought at Loos. Donald Perrins, whose father kept the 
dairy at 22 Station Road, and Alfred Fright, whose brother Edgar had been lost at sea earlier 
in the year, both of the 2nd Battalion, died on 29th September 1915. Both are remembered on 
the Loos Memorial as they have no known grave. 

 George Luck of the 6th Battalion, who was to lose his life a year later, was awarded 
the Distinguished Conduct Medal at Loos for “gallant conduct in preparing bombs under 
heavy shell fire and continuing his work after the bomb store had been hit and blown in.”  
Mrs Humphrey, head teacher of St Saviour’s School wrote proudly in the Log Book: 18 Febru-
ary 1916 Pte G. Luck who recently gained the DCM for bravery at Loos visited the school 
yesterday. 

We shall also remember especially those who died in the last year of the Second 
World War. Candles will be lit in memory of all who are named on our War Memorials. Eve-
ryone is welcome.                

  

 



CHURCH GROUNDS 

This year's annual tidying of the church grounds has gone very well.  Unlike last year the 
weather was very favourable and we were able satisfactorily to cut, trim and generally tidy 
the trees, bushes, shrubs and beds along the St Mildred's  Road, Westgate Bay Avenue and 
Ivanhoe Road boundaries on just two of the three Saturday mornings set aside, so that the 
last one on October 31st  was not needed. 

Weather aside, this achievement was due to the splendid turn out of church and family 
members to do the work.  On both days attendance was 15 or more  people of all ages, this 
being two or three times the number in previous years.  Thank you to all of them – Lorna 
and Philip, Jean, Graham, Valda, Ruth and Douglas, Anne, Shirley, Jill, Steve, Gary, Nikki and 
Valerie, Harry C, Ruby and Lily, Harry, Phil, and Tony.  Refreshments laid on by Ann half way 
through both sessions provided a welcome break and opportunity for a sit down and chat.  
Most of the debris was cut and bagged up and the equivalent of about 50-60 sack loads 
taken to the Council tip, so that not a penny in payment for disposal was needed this time.  

It doesn't end there.  Thanks to funding from the Friends of St. Saviour's a commercial firm 
of tree specialists will be coming in early November to cut back and thin out the southern 
long border adjacent to the Town Hall building.  This major piece of work is undertaken eve-
ry few years – last time in 2008 - and is beyond our capacity.  When done, it will lighten up 
the south side of the grounds, improve security after dark, and again expose to easy public 
view the carvings high on the side of the Town Hall.  My thanks to Joanna Cornford for al-
lowing access for the contractor to the pathway between the Town Hall and our grounds.  
There will then be left untouched just a triangle of grounds on our south west corner where 
nature is being allowed to take its course.  This is in continuation of three awards since 2003 
secured for St Saviour's by Dawn Crouch under the Wildlife Gardening Award Scheme run by 
the Kent Wildlife Trust. 

Finally, for those with long memories, the replacement pine for the one we had to fell as 
being unsafe in late 2012 under the Thanet District Council “Urgent Work” procedure is 
about to be planted.  A sapling has been on order for the last three months and should be 
ready for collection very soon.  At last!  Again, the Friends have kindly agreed to cover the 
cost.  So, the grounds will again be shipshape and Valda and Graham will be carrying on with 
their regular care of the smaller plants and flowers. 

Let me add a couple of footnotes.  When I was cutting the hedge alongside St Mildred's 
Road yesterday a well spoken young man passing stopped to thank me for the work we 
were doing and to say how much our green grounds in the centre of Westgate were appreci-
ated by him and others.  Secondly, an elderly man passing by with his wife, visitors to West-
gate, told me that he had been a choirboy at St. Saviour's in the 1940's, and asked whether 
the church was open.   They went in and Dawn, who happened to come by shortly after, had 
a long chat with them.  She discovered that the man's late brother-in-law, a local man, was 
one of the names in our Book of Remembrance about whom little was hitherto known.  He 
had died in a POW camp in the Far East although his family did not know this until the War 
was over.  Dawn was able to show them the entry and photos about him in the Book of Re-
membrance and the couple were much moved that he should be remembered in Westgate 
in this way.  Both stories reflect well on the work and recognition of the place of St Saviour's 
in our community.           Alan Clark     October 25th 2015                                                                             



 News from Cannon Andrew White and the work of FRMME 

John and I were fortunate enough to hear Cannon Andrew speak when he made a 

short visit to England the other week.  For those of you not aware of this remarka-

ble priest, we thought that we would let you know about his work, and a little snip-

pet of the work of FRMME.   

We saw Cannon Andrew in a church in Guildford, Surrey.  The congregation was 

made up of all denominations, and he opened up his talk asking us all about our 

faith. It was interesting because he made reference to the fact that previously in 

Iraqi there were similar churches, but now there is only one church, and they now 

just use the term Christians, with one thing in common, and that is the Love of our 

Lord.   It was interesting to hear that in times of adversity, people forget their differ-

ences, and join together with the things that they believe are important.  In England 

and Westgate we are so blessed that we can choose which church we go to, and 

how we worship,  and it reminded us of the importance of the work our churches 

do in uniting us all in Westgate.   

It was with deep sadness that we heard from Canon Andrew of the stories of Chris-

tians still  being murdered because they will not convert.  Five children from his 

congregation in Baghdad who had fled to the North of Iraqi were captured ,shot 

and beheaded, but their last words were  ‘we will not convert, because we Love our 

Lord and know that we shall be in heaven with him’.   Perhaps you as parents might 

feel that the worst of this story was that the parents had to watch as their children 

were taken from them.   

It was not all gloom and doom, we shared moments of great joy, when we saw a 

brief film showing the children who were now safe, living in Jordan and attending 

school.  They talked about how they felt blessed because they may have lost 

‘everything’ but the one thing that no one can take is their Faith.  To hear such sto-

ries brought tears to our eyes, but also great joy.  It confirmed what we sometimes 

take for granted and that is the Lord is our Strength, our Shield, and our Light and 

through Him we have everything.   

It you would like to know more about the work of FRMME and Cannon White you 

can go to the web site at frrme.org 

 In God’s love 

John and Debbie                                                                                                                                                        





  5 8 1 3   4 

      6  2 5 7 

6  4 9        

     7 3 1  

8  7  1  5  4 2 

  3 2 4       

      8 7 6 

5 1  8  7      

4   2 9 8 5   

  

FROM  THE  TREASURER 

September 2015 Monthly Financial Review 

In  September  RECEIPTS amounted to £3,153. 

We received £356 for 2 funerals and donations amounting to £120 from the Fun 
Quiz afternoon. 

We made PAYMENTS of £3,353. 

We paid £272 for the upkeep of services and £150 for fees assigned to the Dio-
cese. 

This resulted in an operating DEFICIT of £200. 

 

FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND) 

The Flower fund stands at £118. 

 

Brenda Carter (Treasurer) 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        



HARVEST FESTIVAL FOR THANET FOOD BANK Thank you very much for your generosity of 

spirit in bringing a tremendous amount of food to our Harvest Festival.  Thanks to the Pig-

gy Bank Nursery and our own Church Congregation food was given to Thanet Food Bank 

and Brenda Carter delivered parcels to local homes. 

This year was the most food St Saviour’s has given since the Food Bank started. 

Please continue to support the Food Bank by putting food in the box at the back of church. 

Thank you also to Christine Attwood who helped John clear the church and fill up the car– 

they worked very hard.  Love in Christ, Anne & John Bartlett  

The Merry Minions of Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre are pleased to announce that the 

final total for Macmillan from refreshments, raffles and stalls came to £505.16. Thank you 

to everyone who supported us so generously and to Barbara and the PCC for allowing us to 

hold the event in church. 

The Merry Minions of Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre are pleased to announce that the 

final total for Macmillan from refreshments, raffles and stalls came to £505.16. Thank you 

to everyone who supported us so generously and to Barbara and the PCC for allowing us to 

hold the event in church. 

ECUMENICAL PILGRIMAGE TO BRUGES FOR THE ASCENSION DAY PROCESSION   3-6 May 

2016.Bruges is world famous for its celebration of Our Lord’s Ascension in which there are 

special services climaxing with a huge procession of Bible Scenes and the relic of the Holy 

Blood. The Pilgrimage is organised by the PAX TRAVEL ecumenical company and will be led 

by the Revd.David Chance and Mrs.Andrea Chance. The cost is £499 which includes rail travel 

from London and Kent; transfers; 3 nights B&B n bedded en suite at the central Hotel Jacobs; 

special seats for the Procession; canal boat ride; and a guided walking tour.  David and An-

drea have been several times and will be able to show museums, eateries and places for 

prayer.   The people of Bruges take Christianity very seriously. Every Ascension Day they stop 

work and dress in Biblical costumes to dramatically re-enact the story of salvation from Ad-

am and Eve to Jesus. The story is told as the procession winds its way for several hours 

through the medieval streets which are filled with flocks of animals, dancing children and 

young people. After the scenes of the first Pentecost there appears the story of the medieval 

knights bringing home relics of Jesus.This is followed by tableaux of current scenes of Chris-

tian hope.  Finally church leaders take it in turn to  carry the holy relics that have made 

Bruges world famous.  The whole experience is a great encouragement to those of Christian 

faith and a great entertainment for all.   

Brochures from David & Andrea, 3 Norman Road, Westgate, CT88RR, 07821627662,  

or from Pax Travel, 57-59 Rochester Place, London, NW1 9JU, 0207 485 3003. 

COME AND JOIN US !                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    





Friends of Kent Churches Sponsored Ride and Stride 12th September 2015  

‘The forecast suggests rain.’ ‘OK, I’ll pack waterproof jackets’. 

‘It’s already raining’. ‘Oh, I’ll unpack the jackets. Do you think we need waterproof trousers?’ 

‘Might be an idea, there’s no shelter from Minnis Bay to St. Nicholas’. 

And so it went on, the day sack being packed and unpacked and changed for a larger one to 
accommodate all the necessary clothes for a day spent walking between churches. Eventual-
ly we got off at 10am and walked in the rain to St. James’ Church our first stop. Nobody 
there and no sheet to sign (It was on the official list.) We retraced our steps to Bridge Road, 
wondering all the time why we were doing this! Not a good start. 

However, on arriving in Westgate things started to look up, both the URC and St. Saviour’s 
were ‘manned’ and duly signed our sheets and it stopped raining. We set off with more of a 
spring in our step along Sea Road for Birchington to a warm welcome at the Methodist 
Church. Finding the paperwork at the Baptist Church took a little longer – which of their 
three buildings was the sign in point? Our Lady and St. Benedict, St. Thomas’ and the URC in 
Minnis Bay were all open with stalwart volunteers waiting to sign our sheets and offer drinks 
and the use of the amenities. By now the sun was attempting to show itself through the 
clouds and it was warm enough to remove the jackets which quickly joined the other cloth-
ing in the bag, never to see the light of day for the rest of the walk. At least with just one bag 
we could take turns carrying it. I made sure I carried it first so Chris would have it at the end 
of the day! Ten minutes were spent chatting to friends on the cliff top in Minnis Bay and 
then we crossed the railway line heading for St. Nicholas. The hedges either side of the 
grassy farm track were heavy with large blackberries and sloes, both of which were sampled 
as we walked along. Another long chat in the parish church and then it was into The Bell for 
lunch. We hadn’t realised how popular this establishment has become so we were there 
longer than intended waiting for very good baguettes. Round to Manor Hall and along Or-
chard Lane to Monkton where we were greeted by another very chatty church sitter. At 
Monkton Methodist the elderly man was complaining of feeling chilly sitting in a sunless 
back room while for us, striding along in the strong sunshine it was a bit warm. 

The road between Monkton and Minster seemed endless but we were still keeping up a 
good speed and on time to visit all the churches on our list before 6pm. Another chat at St. 
Mary’s, Minster and then it was round the corner to the Abbey. The signing-in board wasn’t 
in the place we had found it in the past and it took a while to track it down – pushed be-
tween the railing and the hedge near the main gate. Although the Salvation Army was listed 
as being in Tothill Street, we fortunately spotted their board propped by the door to their 
shop before we reached the church. 

By now it was about 4.45 and we were in need of a cup of tea- friends near the top of Tothill 
Street duly obliged and wished us all the best as we set off for the last church of the day, St. 
Mildred’s, Acol. As with our first church, so it was here- nothing to sign. Feeling slightly let 
down we made our way across the fields for Garlinge where it was just as well we had our 
walkers’ GPS device to show us where the footpath would have been before the farmer 
ploughed it up. This final hour of the day was completed in soft autumn light and with the 
sun on our backs we still had no need of all those clothes. Arriving home at 6.45 it was a soak 
in the bath, a quickly prepared ready-meal and then the Last Night of the Proms. 



We visited 17 churches but only 15 counted as there was nothing to sign at the other two. 
We used the GPS device to give the mileage and walking speed, not to find the way. Having 
roughly gauged the distance on a map as 13 miles we were rather surprised to see we had 
walked 18 miles at a moving average speed of 3.7mph! I’m sure the 8 o’clock congregation 
will support my claim that I wasn’t at all stiff the next morning. 

Thank you to all of you who sponsored us, St. Saviour’s benefits from it as well as the 
Friends of Kent Churches. Who is joining us next year? Not 18 miles, we promise you! 

Chris and José Gibbs 

Diocesan priorities for 2016 – join the conversation on the journey 

Nearly 100 people attended this year's series of Resource Roadshow meetings in 
early October, at which Bishop Trevor outlined the key strategic priorities for the 
diocese from 2016 onwards. Julian Hills Diocesan Secretary was also on hand to 
give details of the plans which have been developed to ensure that resources are 
in place to deliver them. 
 
Developed by Archbishop's Council to support the overriding diocesan objectives 
of growing the church numerically and spiritually, re-imagining ministry, and build-
ing partnerships that enrich communities, the priorities aim to provide a focus for 
peoples’ energies, and to give people licence to ‘let go’ of things that are no longer 
useful.  
 
Bishop Trevor expressed the importance of working with external partners if the 
church is to be an effective voice for the gospel in our troubled world and the need 
for churches to be safe places, as in the past they had let its people down badly.  
 
Leadership, both lay and ordained, was pin-pointed by the Bishop to be a key issue 
which constrained the development of ministry in the community, and that hold-
ing all these things together would be an ability to get the church’s message across 
through effective communication. He hoped that each parish would take on some-
thing of these priorities as they looked afresh at the challenges to mission that 
each faced.  
 
To read the priorities in full visit: www.canterburydiocese.org/priorities2016 
 

The Autumn Fayre will take place on Saturday November 14 in church 
from 10-12am. The Summer Fayre was a great success and we hope to 
repeat that success, with your help, this November. We need the usual 
raffle and tombola prizes and gifts for our stalls. Christmas decorations 
would also be very welcome. Thankyou for your support in the 
past.Susan Bennett                                                                                                                                                                 



An unexpected holidayThe last time I had a short break was in February 2014 when 
I travelled to Sandhurst for my elder brother’s funeral and able to visit family and 
friends.Fred was going to be away for three days in July so I decided to have a holi-
day and knew of Crowhurst Christian Healing Centre, near Battle.  It was fortunate I 
could stay for 3 nights at short notice. I knew I would not be lonely and be in com-
pany.The en suite room had such a wonderful outlook with French windows open-
ing on to a patio and lawn beyond.  There was a marvellous old oak tree whose 
branches I could see when lying in bed. I loved the room I was allocated.  

Healing takes form in different ways.  There is the healing peace and beauty of the 
gardens, shrubbery and walks.  A resident artist is on the staff and an artist’s studio 
for any to find healing in art. Short services are held in the morning, late afternoon 
and an epilogue at night for those who wish to attend. Different people lead and 
there is variety.  As I cannot walk far, most of the services I attended. One made 
friends. Usually I sat outside and loved the beauty of the gardens enjoying God’s 
wonderful creation. I was fortunate to have good weather. Always there were mid 
morning and afternoon drinks with biscuits.  For meals a table of some six to eight 
people sat together. One could sit at a different table for each meal to chat and 
make friends.   The food was good with cooked meals at lunchtime and in the 
evening.  Breakfast had no set time and there was a plentiful supply of choices on 
the self-service table.Board games and jig-saws were available for indoor pleasure.  

The really special event was a Christian Healing service held on a Wednesday 
morning and people from the surrounding area and even from a distance came.  
There was a couple there from Maidstone I discovered who motored in for the day.  
The chapel was packed.  Healing came through music, singing, dancing, prayers, 
scripture and a short talk from the Senior Chaplain. He and his wife were born in 
Zimbabwe.  Steve was so liberated in his worship.  After communion those who 
wished for special prayers went forward to the communion rails. Laity and or-
dained ministered and if wished one could be anointed with oil. 

It is good to know of Crowhurst Christian Healing Centre if holidaying alone be-
cause of being in company always.  Some drove out for the day to visit places of 
interest.  Married couples were there but most were single people with whom one 
made friends. The two resident ordained chaplains were available during the day 
and shared meals with visitors.  The Senior Chaplain, Revd. Steve Gedall was such 
fun to be with and lifted the spirit in a fun way.  

Their summer magazine and leaflets are at the back of church and feel free to ex-
amine or borrow the magazine.    I was so pleased to see a photo of a favourite 
person and only afterwards did I learn Mary was editor of the magazine.  It was 
wonderful also to see a photo of Steve, the Senior Chaplain and so typical of him.   
He made me laugh and laughter is a good tonic. Thelma B. Franks 



CHURCH SERVICES  

Sunday Services 

8am Said Eucharist  Book of Common Prayer 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

10.30am  First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE 

Weekday Service   

Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)  

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

1st Westgate Rainbows                   Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm 

8th Westgate Brownies                   Fridays 5.30 to 7pm 

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate. 

 

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users  

There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery - 

 every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice. 
 

There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th 
Wednesday of every month from  2-3pm. 

 

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations 

towards the cost of printing would be appreciated. 

 

The deadline for December 2015 “The Link” is  Sunday  29th November 

                                                                                                                                                                    



CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

St Saviour’s Ladies Circle 

Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.   

Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm. 

Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring  

Susan 836430 .   

The Westgate Heritage Centre   

WINTER OPENING Open the FIRST SATURDAY morning of each month 

10am to 12 noon    There is a talk  at 10.30am. 

Saturday 7th November 10.30am Talk “Remembering The Fallen” 

Saturday 5th December 10.30am Talk The Story Of A Postcard 

Refreshments available.   

Church Cleaning   11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month  

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church -  Annual Membership Fee only £2 

New members welcome.  Join the  Friends of St Saviour’s church  

Subscription only  £2 per year .  All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the 

church and grounds.  Membership forms at the back of the church or ring Su-

san Bennett on 01843 831079 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Sunday 1st November 3.30pm All Souls’ Service 

Sunday 8th November   Service at War Memorial 12noon 

Remembrance Sunday Service  10.30am in Church 

Wednesday 11th November  Church open 10.30am 

Saturday 14th AUTUMN FAYRE 10am to 12noon in Church 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                               










