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A Letter from The Revd Susan Wing 

Dear Friends, 

Well again my theme is new beginnings. This month is one of excitement with 

the coming of Peter and Liz into our midst and, before that, the celebration of 

Ascension and Pentecost. Ascension, forty days after Easter,  is conveniently 

forgotten yet it was at Ascension that I first came to Church as a little girl with 

school. I had no idea what was going on but the church felt rather large and 

dark!! However this time is the remembrance of Christ being accepted into 

heaven after his resurrection and the end of his earthly appearances. It opened 

the way, also, for the Holy Spirit to come in power 50 days after Easter on the 

Feast of Pentecost. The coming of the Spirit fulfilled both Christ’s word to his 

apostles and the prophecy of Joel: 

“Then afterwards I will  pour out my spirit on all flesh; yours sons and your daugh-

ters shall prophesy, your old men dream dreams, and your young men shall see 

visions. Even on the male and female slaves, in those days, I will pour out my spir-

it.” Joel 2:28, 29 NRSV. 

That same Spirit is here for us today and it would be wonderful if the Lord 

would pour out the holy Spirit upon each one of us afresh this Pentecost. It is 

the Spirit which changes hearts and develops in us the fruits of the Spirit 

(Galatians 5:22), the same Spirit that transforms our lives as we let Our Lord 

into our lives. This same Spirit who will give us gifts for our own ministry and 

the ministry of Christ’s people, the Church.  

This festival, the second in importance after Easter for Christians falls on the 

day before the Institution of Peter Rowe as our minister, it seems a very appro-

priate time for all of us. It is an opportunity to give ourselves afresh to Christ 

and pray for the Holy Spirit to breathe his power upon us to do God’s will under 

Peter’s leadership. New beginnings indeed, plenty to be excited about in May as 

we welcome Peter and Liz into our midst. 

God Bless Susan                                                
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SATURDAY, MAY 21st CONCERT  AT 3pm 

BELTINGE LADIES CHOIR IN ST SAVIOUR’S CHURCH 

IN AID OF CHARCOT MARIE TOOTH SYNDROME  

& REPAIR OF HIGH WINDOWS IN  ST SAVIOUR’S CHURCH. 

ADMISSION £5    UNDER 18  £3. 

PAY AT DOOR.  

  

SAINSBURY’S ACTIVE KIDS VOUCHERS 

The Westgate Rainbows and Brownies would appreciate any Sainsbury’s Active 

Kids Vouchers to enable them to get more equipment.  Vouchers can be given to 

Lorna or Ruth—THANK YOU. 

 

 

SUMMER FAYRE 

The Summer Fayre will take place on Saturday June 18th, 10am to 12noon in 

church.We were all very successful last year raising a lot of much needed money. 

We hope to repeat this success this year. 

To fill our stalls we need raffle & tombola prizes, books & good gifts.  Nearer the 

time we also need home baked cakes & savouries.  Thank you for all of your gen-

erous support last year.        Susan Bennett                                
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Churchwardens’ Report 

Following our appeal in last month’s Link for help in stewarding the Friday 
coffee time, one or two extra people were able to help in April but we still 
need more volunteers. Although we have two people who help regularly on 
the first Friday of the month, it is not necessary to offer help on a regular Fri-
day each month. It is, however, important that we can guarantee keeping the 
church open for light refreshments every Friday between 11.45am and 1pm 
because we need to have the church building open for a certain number of 
hours each week outside of service times as one of the conditions for apply-
ing for a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund. A list will be available at the 
back of the church on a monthly basis for volunteer stewards to add their 
names. Brenda will continue to provide the refreshments. 

May sees the start of the summer season of Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Cen-
tre. The Centre will be open on Wednesday mornings between 10am and 
1pm and on Saturday mornings between 10am and 12noon. The extra hour 
on Wednesdays is the Centre’s contribution to helping the PCC meet the 
hours required for the grant application.  

Looking ahead to June, Alan and Ann Clark have kindly volunteered to stew-
ard the church every Thursday morning during the summer between 10am 
and 12noon in order to increase the hours that the church is open. We are 
also grateful to Alan for ensuring that our flag was flying to mark Easter Day, 
the Queen’s 90

th
 Birthday and St George’s Day. 

As you know, the reason we are applying for a grant is to meet costly repairs 
to the 12 clerestory windows and rainwater goods. The PCC is grateful to 
Graham Neve for the preliminary work he has been doing before submitting 
the application.  

Elsewhere in this issue you will find details of the concert by Beltinge Ladies 
Choir on Saturday 21

st
 May at 3pm. The Choir have kindly waived an ap-

pearance fee so that 50% of ticket sales can be used towards the repairs of 
the clerestory (or high) windows and 50% donated for research into Charcot 
Marie Tooth (CMT) Syndrome. CMT Syndrome is a genetic neurological dis-
ease of muscles wasting away below the knees and elbows. Many CMTers 
lose the ability to walk or write legibly and end their days in wheelchairs. The 
syndrome has nothing to do with teeth but is named after those who identi-
fied it: Jean-Martin Charcot (1825 – 1893), his pupil Pierre Marie (1853 – 
1940) and Howard Henry Tooth (1856 – 1925).  Please come and support 
the concert! 

The highlight of May will be the licensing of the Revd Dr Peter Rowe as 
Priest in Charge of the Parish of St Saviour, Westgate-on-Sea by the Bishop 
of Dover and his Installation by the Archdeacon of Maidstone. The service 
takes place on Monday 16

th
 May at 7pm in church and all are welcome. We 

are very much looking forward to Peter and his wife, Liz, joining us in St. 
Saviour's parish and hope they will enjoy their time in Westgate-on-Sea.  

With love and blessings from Brenda and Christine                                                               





  FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

For those Baptised 

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”   

Sunday 10th April    Evalyn Josette Rowe 

 

For those joined in Holy Matrimony 

“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they 

may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to 

each other” 

Thursday 28th April    Doreen Jackson and Harold Bradley 

 

The Sick 

“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit” 

Dot, Jenny, Tina, Evelyn, Maureen, Marie, Stanley, Rose, Charlotte, Phyll,  Eric, 

Tony, Angela, Margaret, Jenny H,  Len , Ruth Morris, Thelma, Carol , Donna, Ste-

phen and those on the prayer board. 

 

The Departed 

“Lord now lettest thou thy servant  depart in peace, according to thy word” 

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their 

families and friends 

Marjorie Harmsworth 

 

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for 

giving them to us”   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             



Westgate Heritage Centre 

Were you in St Mildred’s Road in Westgate on Thursday 21st April near to St Sav-
iour’s Church? If so, you will have noticed the flag of St George flying in the breeze 
to honour the 90th birthday of Her Majesty the Queen. In this way the church was 
able to serve the community of which it is the centre, by making all who passed by 
aware that it was a very special day. The flag was going to be raised again on Satur-
day 23rd April (I am writing this in advance of Saturday) for the twin celebrations of 
St George’s Day and the 400th anniversary of the death of William Shakespeare.  

The church flag-staff was erected during the time that the Revd Stanley 
Evans was parish priest and St Saviour’s has always enthusiastically embraced op-
portunities, both civil and ecclesiastical, to fly one or other of the two flags that 
Anglican churches are permitted to fly. The Earl Marshall of England, who is in 
charge of such matters as flag-flying, decreed in 1938 that only the flag of St George 
or St George’s flag with the coat-of arms of the diocese in its top left quarter could 
be flown from Anglican churches and that rule remains in force today. The diocesan 
flag is expensive and so many churches have just one flag which they raise on all 
appropriate occasions. St Saviour’s has both. The Diocesan flag will be seen several 
times in the near future as we celebrate Ascension Day and Pentecost and, not 
least, the very important event on Monday 16th May, when our new parish priest, 
the Revd Dr Peter Rowe, is to be licensed.   

Stanley used to raise the flag himself - he always said that it was the only 
useful accomplishment that he learned whilst doing his National Service! After Stan-
ley retired, Neil Roberts did it for several years and now it is Alan Clark who has 
taken on the responsibility and we thank him very much for doing it. It is no mean 
task on a wet or windy day to go to church early in the morning to raise the flag and 
then to go along before sunset to lower it again. It may not seem important in the 
great scheme of things, but it is a way in which the church can announce that a day 
is special. 

May sees the opening of the Heritage Centre on Wednesday and Saturday 
mornings for our “pop-in” sessions. This is the best time to come, if you want to 
find out something about your family or house or street that is Westgate linked, as 
we have plenty of time to share with you. However, we also hope that you will cele-
brate the 130th birthday of St Saviour’s School with us on Saturday 7th May at 10.30 
a.m. and/or at our Victorian Evening on Wednesday 18th May in the evening 
(Details elsewhere). We look forward to seeing you.  

Dr Dawn Crouch Consultant Historian       
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FROM  THE  TREASURER 

March 2016 Monthly Financial Review 

In  March  RECEIPTS amounted to £3,911.15 

We received £788.06 from a Grant Refund and £494.50 return of interregnum fees 
paid. 

 

We made PAYMENTS of £3,411.42 

We paid £1,799 for Parish Share and £410 for Insurance 

This resulted in an operating SURPLUS OF £499.73 

 

 

FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND) 

  

The Flower fund stands at £61. 

 

Brenda Carter (Treasurer) 



             CHURCH   CLEANING 

 We will be having a Blitz cleaning of The Church on  

Saturday September 17th. We have not had one since last Autumn, 
due to unforseen circumstances and with the high winds blowing ma-
sonery dust in and storms it needs a bit of loving care. We would ask 
as many of you who can spare an hour or two to come help from 
10.30 / 12.00. 

    Thank you       Lorna, Shirley and Ann. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from St Saviour’s Church of England School 

My experience of St. Saviours School has been lots of fun and I will always 
remember the great times I have had here. There has never been a shred of 
doubt of attending this school from the delicious daily school dinners to the 
helpful friends and staff. 

This school has a library full of books both thick and thin. It has popular 
books by Roald Dahl, Jaqueline Wilson, Jeremy Strong… But also, St. Sav-
iours has a wide range of books by authors that a lot of people haven’t heard 
of and might like to try. My friends and I sometimes like to go to the library 
during our playtimes so we can quietly read our books.  

My highlight in the past 4 years has been Year 4 Camp. Every year, year 4 
goes on a camping trip and   stays overnight. It is packed full with fun activi-
ties and games for everyone to play.  Even though I have already experi-
enced such great events, I still have great adventures coming up like King-
swood (activity trip) and the year six production. I will look back at my years 
at St. Saviours with happiness and great memories.  

Madeleine Doody  Year 6 pupil                                                                                   
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BIRCHINGTON HANDBELL RINGERS TRIP TO WHITECHAPEL BELL FOUNDRY 

About 3 years ago Graham, Ruth and Douglas joined the Birchington Handbell Ring-

ers, a newly formed group which was lucky enough to have the loan of Quex hand-

bells.  The group started practising and soon a regular weekly session was enjoyed 

by all – the only thing missing was a set of their own handbells!  It was decided  that 

some serious fund raising needed to be done and various donations all helped the 

cause and eventually there was enough in the funds to purchase their own set of 

handbells made at Whitechapel Foundry. 

Saturday 23rd April was the day that the handbells could be collected from the 

Foundry and the group and others were invited to do a tour of the Foundry.  On 

arrival seeing the Foundry was a big shock – not what I had imagined – it was not a 

factory type building but was about 3 houses that had been knocked into one!! The 

foundry goes over 3 floors with wooden and concrete floors, steep narrow staircas-

es, narrow doorways and trap hatches to each floor. 

The manufacture of a bell begins with the making of the cope – the outer mould.  

The moulding loam – a mixture of sand, clay, horse manure, goat’s hair and water – 

is applied by hand inside a bell shaped iron flask and is smoothed using a moulding 

gauge. 

The inner mould, known as the core, is constructed of loam and is shaped using the 

inner edge of the same moulding gauge.   

When the two moulds have been dried in an oven they are coated in graphite.  The 

two halves of the mould are the clamped together leaving a space between them 

for the precise shape, size and thickness of the bell to be cast. 

Bell metal is 77% copper and 23% tin.  The metal is melted and poured into the 

mould.  When the metal has cooled the cope is lifted off.  The bell is removed, 

breaking away the loam.  Small bells – handbells are cast in sand.  A bell is cast as 

near to the desired note as possible and is then tuned by cutting metal from the 

inner surface of the bell on a lathe, this can take about 9 hours. 

Handbells are moulded in sand using metal patterns that resemble the finished 

bells in shape.   Large bells and frameworks are built at the Foundry but the frames 

have to be dismantled to get them out of the Foundry and built again when they 

arrive at the bell tower they are to be housed at. 



There are about 23 craftsmen that work at the Foundry each very skilled at their 

specific task but they also have to help out on other tasks. 

The new set of handbells were collected at the end of a very interesting tour and 

now the ringers wait in anticipation of the next practice to actually ringing them.  

 



 TO: God.Com 

Dear Lord, 

Every single evening 
As I’m lying here in bed, 

This tiny little Prayer 
Keeps running through my head: 

 
God bless all my family 
Wherever they may be, 

Keep them warm 
And safe from harm 

For they’re so close to me. 
 

And God, there is one more thing 
I wish that you could do; 

Hope you don’t mind me asking, 
Please bless my computer too. 

 
Now I know that it’s unusual 

To Bless a motherboard, 
But listen just a second 

While I explain it to you, Lord. 
 

You see, that little metal box 
Holds more than odds and ends; 
Inside those small compartments 

Rest so many of my friends. 
 

I know so much about them 
By the kindness that they give, 

And this little scrap of metal 
Takes me in to where they live. 

 
By faith is how I know them 

Much the same as you. 
We share in what life brings us 

And from that our friendships grew.. 
 

 



Please take an extra minute 
From your duties up above, 

To bless those in my address book 
That’s filled with so much love. 

 
Wherever else this prayer may reach 

To each and every friend, 
Bless each e mail inbox 

And each person who hits ‘send’. 
 

When you update your Heavenly list 
On your own Great CD-Rom, 

Bless everyone who says this prayer 
Sent up to GOD.Com 

 
Amen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to the small working party for making the Priest’s Vestry look more wel-
coming in readiness for the arrival of the Revd Dr Peter Rowe. Your efforts are 
much appreciated. 

Thank you to everyone who supported the fun quiz for St George’s Day. It was an 
enjoyable afternoon with a super tea and raised £157.00 for church funds.   
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CHURCH SERVICES  

Sunday Services 

8am Said Eucharist  Book of Common Prayer 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

10.30am  First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE 

Weekday Service   

Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)  

Thursday 5th May 

11am ASCENSION DAY Holy Communion 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

1st Westgate Rainbows                   Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm 

8th Westgate Brownies                   Fridays 5.30 to 7pm 

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate. 

 

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users  

There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery - 

 every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice. 
 

There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th 
Wednesday of every month from  2-3pm. 

 

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations 

towards the cost of printing would be appreciated. 

 

The deadline for June 2016 “The Link” is  Sunday 29th May 2016                                                                                                                                                                                 



CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

St Saviour’s Ladies Circle 

Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.   

Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm. 

Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring  

Susan 836430 .   

The Westgate Heritage Centre   

SUMMER OPENING May until the end of August WEDNESDAY 10am-1pm 

and SATURDAY 10am—12noon 

First Saturday of the month 10.30am TALK - 

SATURDAY 7th MAY St Saviour’s School  - Celebrating 130years Part 1 

SATURDAY 4th JUNE St Saviour’s School-Celebrating 130years Part 2 

Refreshments available.   

Church Cleaning   11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month  

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church -  Annual Membership Fee only £2 

New members welcome.  Join the  Friends of St Saviour’s church  

Subscription only  £2 per year .  All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the 

church and grounds.  Membership forms at the back of the church or ring  

Susan Bennett on 01843 831079 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Friday’s 11.45am to 1pm Church open for refreshments. 

Tuesday 3rd May Archdeacon’s Visitation 7.30pm Canterbury Cathedral 

Mnoday 16th May 7pm Licensing of The Revd Dr Peter Rowe 

Wednesday 18th May 7.30pm A Victorian Evening-”Westgate is NO Place for a 

Board School! Dramatic Reading By The Heritage Centre in Church 

Saturday 21st May 3pm Beltinge Ladies Choir Concert in Church 

Saturday 28th May 8am to 12noon PLANT SALE                                                                                                                              

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           


