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A Letter from The Revd Dr Peter Rowe 

Liz and I are still settling into the vicarage, and have been very encouraged by the 
warm welcome we have received from people in Westgate and in the Thanet dean-
ery. We are very grateful. 

Our first week began with the licensing service led by Bishop Trevor, and it was 
moving to be entrusted with a (for me) new parish. Earlier in the day I had attended 
an executive committee meeting of the Kent History Federation (to which more 
than a hundred local history societies in Kent belong) at which it was decided that I 
was to be its next President. Then to cap all, on the following Friday our son Barna-
by and his wife Annie spent the weekend with us and announced that they are to 
have their first child near the end of November, around the time of Thanksgiving 
(Annie is an American, from Nevada). It was indeed a memorable week and I know 
that you will not mind if I say that the high note was struck when we discovered 
that we were to be grandparents for the first time, and in good time for Christmas. 
God is great! 

The wait for Christmas is actually not that long (less than seven months as I write). 
A lot can happen between now and Christmas and you might be wondering what 
sorts of things I hope to do during that time. Well, first of all I want to sit quietly 
and listen to what you are all doing already. I have already discovered that local 
history features in the life of your church, which is fine by me. Plants have also fea-
tured in my first fortnight, and a concert. Thanks to all who organised these pleas-
ures for us, especially the Neve family and Thelma. I have also conducted my first 
funeral in Westgate, and my first baptism. And a wedding is due quite soon. In oth-
er words, I have found myself in a parish where a lot is already going on, all of it 
good, which is brilliant. 

We are already in a very good place to concentrate on the diocese’s three priorities, 
which are to grow numerically and spiritually, to re-imagine ministry, and to build 
partnerships that enrich communities. 

The Heritage Centre is one aspect of what goes on in our church building which 
enriches our local community. Concerts, plant fairs, fêtes and similar things involv-
ing people beyond our church fellowship do the same thing. It may be that there 
are other things which we could do to make more connections with other Christians 
and those who live and work near to us. I would like us all to keep an eye out for 
such opportunities, and to pool our ideas and resources. 

Re-imagining ministry involves more than just clergy ‘doing things’. I have already 
seen a lot of quiet ministry going on and involving a lot of people, which is so spe-
cial. There may be ways of making that ministry more fulfilling and finding new are-
as which might suit those not already involved. There is another voyage of explora-
tion for us in this area. 



I am sure too that we can grow both in terms of numbers and our own spirituality. 
We already have good relations with people who come into contact with us 
through services like christenings, weddings and funerals. What we are not very 
good at is nurturing those relations, even though there is a lot of evidence showing 
that most such people are rather sad they we seldom seem to make any effort to 
keep in touch with them. With modern technology that is an increasingly easy 
thing to do, and if the worse comes to the worse, people can always ‘unsubscribe’. 
If anyone is good at this sort of technology, and setting up blogs and that sort of 
thing, and social media generally, your church needs you. 

Growing spiritually is something we are all doing all the time. Getting ever more 
familiar with the bible is critical to any spiritual growth, whoever we are and what-
ever our personal preferences. That is what makes the bible study group so essen-
tial. That said, there are other ways which help in growing spiritually in ways more 
personal to individuals.  

My own background has involved my being a monk many years ago, and in more 
recent times becoming an oblate of Malling Abbey, a convent of contemplative 
Anglican nuns in West Malling, near Maidstone. An oblate lives a normal life but 
affiliates himself with a monastic community of his choice. He makes a promise to 
follow the Rule of the monastic community concerned in his private life as closely 
as his individual circumstances allow and prior commitments permit. Oblates do 
not constitute a separate religious order, but are rather an extended part of a par-
ticular monastic community. As a result, my own spirituality draws deeply on the 
many treasures of the monastic tradition, although I am personally also indebted 
to a lot in the Orthodox and Celtic traditions. There are numerous riches in these 
and other traditions and what suits me might not suit you. I hope to find ways of 
gently exploring some of these things in the parish, because there is something 
around to help us all to grow spiritually in the unique way most suitable to each of 
us. 

Most of what I have written is looking at things from the perspective of diocesan 
priorities. Looking closer to home, there are many opportunities to serve our own 
school and St Crispin’s, and to be a presence for good in the nursing and residential 
care homes in the parish where many of our elderly neighbours are living at the 
moment. I know that there is a lot that many of us can do in these areas (it is cer-
tainly an impossibly large task for one poor priest to perform) and I am looking 
forward to getting to grips with these things and sharing with you all that I find. 

Between diocese and parish is the Thanet Deanery. I am not at all clear what its 
plans are, but I will try soon to get up to speed on this as well as all the other things 
I have mentioned. 

 



I hope in the months to come to start to unpack some of the ideas I have sketched 
out here, so that we can all grow as Christians in a vibrant congregation, serving 
each other and the wider community in which we live, and to attract others to join 
us in a way of life that surely leads to fullness and light and joy. 

May God richly bless our parish and each one of you. 

Peter 

 

SUMMER FAYRE 

The Summer Fayre will take place on Saturday June 18th, 10am to 12noon in 

church.We were all very successful last year raising a lot of much needed money. 

We hope to repeat this success this year. 

To fill our stalls we need raffle & tombola prizes, books & good gifts.  Nearer the 

time we also need home baked cakes & savouries.  Thank you for all of your gener-

ous support last year.        Susan Bennett  

 

ADDITIONAL CHURCH OPENING HOURS 

The Church will be open from 10am to 12noon   

FROM JUNE 9th  and EVERY THURSDAY until SEPTEMBER  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Welcome+to+Our+Church+Clip+Art&view=detailv2&&id=65BB30848F21B9F0099CB0F725382CDC85016F05&selectedIndex=15&ccid=0p%2bMztjS&simid=608054768965847281&thid=OIP.Md29f8cced8d2f645e3eefca3c5fa621fo0




  FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

For those Baptised 

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”   

Sunday 29th May    Austin Charlie Cooper 

 

For those joined in Holy Matrimony 

“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they 

may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to 

each other” 

 

 

The Sick 

“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit” 

Dot, Jenny, Tina, Evelyn, Maureen, Marie, Stanley, Rose, Charlotte, Phyll,  Eric, 

Tony, Angela, Margaret, Jenny H,  Len , Ruth Morris, Carol , Donna, Stephen and 

those on the prayer board. 

 

The Departed 

“Lord now lettest thou thy servant  depart in peace, according to thy word” 

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their 

families and friends 

Ron Harding,   Rodney Dawson,    Joyce Betty Jones 

 

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for 

giving them to us”   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             



CHURCHWARDENS’ REPORT 

First of all, a big “thank you” to all those who came to the Licensing and 
Installation Service to celebrate the arrival of Peter and Liz into St. Sav-
iour’s Parish, for which we are so grateful.  Secondly, we thank all those 
who contributed in any way to the success and enjoyment of the Service.  
We thank all the participants who took part in the Service and read or 
sang so beautifully and those who were “greeters” for the evening.  Lastly, 
but by no means least, we thank all those who helped to provide the re-
freshments, serve them and then stayed late to clear up. 

We now look forward with pleasure to working with Peter as our Priest in 
charge for the benefit of St. Saviour’s Church and the Parish of St. Sav-
iour’s, Westgate-on-Sea.  We do hope that you will all continue to support 
our activities to enable St. Saviour’s to flourish numerically and spiritually 
in our future together. 

Referring back to Christine’s report in the May Link, the request for more 
help on Fridays to steward the church from 11.45am to 1pm has not had a 
positive response so far.  We do provide light refreshments during this 
period when visitors are welcome in addition to those attending the Friday 
Communion Service at 11am. We look forward to hearing from a kind per-
son who can fulfil this important but enjoyable task once a month. Thank 
you. 

We were pleased to see quite a few of our Church members at the Satur-
day Afternoon Concert on Saturday, May 21st at  3pm.  It was a Charity 
event given by the Beltinge Ladies Choir with Denise Float ALCM as Con-
ductor, Gerard Ahern as Pianist and Organist and Adrian Christian as Gui-
tar Soloist.  50% of the income (£5 per head with refreshments) was given 
for research into Charcot Marie Tooth Syndrome which one of our congre-
gation suffers from and 50% was given to St. Saviour’s Church for high 
window repairs.  Each charity benefitted from the receipt of £109.60. The 
afternoon was enjoyed by all. 

On Saturday, 29th May, the annual plant sale started in earnest at 7am we 
are told, with the help of Liz, Peter’s wife helping to move the plants ready 
for sale at around 6am!  Fortunately the weather improved as the morning 
progressed and a steady flow of keen gardeners provided a good income.  
The total today amounted to £794, which is very welcome especially  as it 
has not been a good growing year.   



We thank the Neve family for their tremendous effort again this year and 
for the generous gift for Church funds. 

On Saturday, 11th June,  we are celebrating the Queen’s 90th birthday with 
a special afternoon tea starting at 3.30pm in Church. Tickets are available 
from Brenda (833876) and Christine (833314) at £4.00 each payable in ad-
vance.  There will be a special celebratory raffle and all proceeds will be 
for Church funds.  We are hoping that this event will provide an enjoyable 
tea, good fun and an opportunity to chat to many friends, so please come 
and support us. We look forward to seeing you. 

With love and blessings from Christine and Brenda 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU 

The Westgate Rainbows and Brownies would Like to say a BIG THANK YOU for the 

donations of Sainsburys Active Kids Vouchers and they look forward to getting 

some new equipment. 
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The Licensing and Installation of Reverend Dr Peter Rowe to St Saviour’s.  

Monday 16 May 2016  

The Parochial Church Council are delighted to welcome Reverend Dr Peter to offici-
ate at St Saviour, following an unusually short interregnum.  This is due in no small 
part to Archdeacon Stephen Taylor (Archdeacon of Maidstone and acting Archdea-
con of Canterbury) who suggested that Reverend Peter may be an ideal successor 
to continue the work of the Parish.  The occasion was also an opportunity to wel-
come Reverend Peter’s wife, Elizabeth, to the Church family of St Saviour’s Church. 

  The opening procession led by the choir of All Saints Church, Birchington, followed 
by many Clergy and Readers robed for the occasion, with the Area Dean, the Rever-
end Andrew Jacobsen, the acting Archdeacon of Canterbury, the Venerable Stephen 
Taylor and the Bishop of Canterbury and Dover, the Right Reverend Trevor Willmott 
completing the procession, during which the hymn “Longing for Light, we wait in 
darkness” was a reminder of Reverend Peter’s role within the Iona Communi-
ty.  After a brief ceremony of welcome, Bishop Trevor addressed the congregation 
with good humour, emphasising his pleasure at appointing Peter and confidence 
that his experience and faithfulness would serve St Saviour’s well in their desire to 
continue providing a place of worship within and for the Community.  There fol-
lowed the second hymn “Lord for the years…” before the act of Licensing was con-
ducted by Bishop Trevor.  This was followed by the act of Installation by Archdea-
con Stephen during which time representatives from United Reform Church, St Sav-
iour Church of England Junior School and community groups formally welcomed 
Reverend Peter to St Saviour.  It was good to hear Peter respond to those greeting 
him with a mix of sincerity and good humour.  The service continued with the next 
hymn “Christ triumphant, ever reigning” during which Archdeacon Stephen led Rev-
erend Peter to the font to receive waters of baptism, the lectern to receive a Holy 
Bible, the chancel to receive a vessel of olive oil, and finally the Altar where bread 
and wine were presented.  Prayers were then said by Reverend Peter before the 
final hymn “Lead, kindly Light, amid th’encircling gloom”.   

 All in all a memorable service showing St Saviour’s Church at it’s best.  Not for-
getting the wine and buffet refreshments available afterwards!  And if you wonder 
why the word Fāilte was suspended across the west doors of the church, this was to 
recognise Reverend Peter’s Associate membership with the Iona Community by 
using the Gaelic word for ‘Welcome’! 

Many thanks to everyone who contributed towards the success of the occasion.   



The Revd Dr Peter Rowe, The Right Revd Trevor Willmott ,Bishop of  

Dover and Canterbury, The Venerable Stephen Taylor, acting  

Archdeacon of Canterbury 







News from St Saviour’s Church of England School 

I am very happy to welcome Rev. Dr Peter Rowe to Westgate-on-Sea and to St. 

Saviour’s Church of England Junior School.  I was lucky enough to be invited to 

attend and participate in Peter’s licensing ceremony at St. Saviour’s Church, a truly 

joyful occasion.  

There has always been a close working relationship between St. Saviour’s Church 

and school.  Members of the church (PCC) have always served as governors of the 

school and I have had the pleasure of attending governors meetings with four en-

cumbent vicars, all of whom have made a significant contribution to school govern-

ance. 

School governors play an increasingly important role in holding schools and 

headteachers to account.  In addition to this statutory role, governors also act as a 

‘critical friend’.  As a relatively new headteacher, I greatly appreciate the depth 

and breadth of experience which our current governing body bring to the job.  

Often, a fresh pair of eyes and a different perspective can produce solutions to 

problems or simply provide some words of wisdom when making tricky decisions.  

Our last vicar, Barbara Way often brought her experience to bear, as will Peter 

Rowe.  Peter certainly brings a wealth of legal experience, a sharp mind and a keen 

sense of humour – the latter being a particularly good tonic in challenging times. 

I continue to be grateful for the challenge and support provided by our governing 

body and look forward to working more closely with Peter and the church commu-

nity as a whole.      Nick Bonell, Headteacher 

 

PLANT SALE 

The Neve Family would like to say “THANK YOU” to all those who helped and sup-

ported the Plant Sale.  A total of £735 was raised on the day towards Church 

Funds—THANK YOU 
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FROM  THE  TREASURER 

April  2016 Monthly Financial Review 

In  April  RECEIPTS amounted to £4,630.25 

 

We received £576.50 Gift Aid Tax Refund, £832 for a wedding, a funeral and a grant 
refund, and a £1,200 donation towards gate repairs. 

 

We made PAYMENTS of £4,254.40.   

 

We paid £1,200 for gate repairs and £1,799 for Parish Share. 

This resulted in an operating SURPLUS OF £375.85 

 

FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND) 

 The Flower fund stands at £61. 

 

Brenda Carter (Treasurer) 



WESTGATE HERITAGE CENTRE  

As you will all know by now, we, at the Heritage Centre have been celebrating the 
130 year link between St Saviour’s Church and St Saviour’s C.E. School. In a series of 
events, we have seen how, over the years, that link was maintained, even when it 
had been under threat. Somehow the church managed to raise the money needed, 
first to build the school in 1886 and, then, to extend it in 1894 and 1913. Our final 
talk on 4th June will cover the years that are within the memory of many local peo-
ple – 1945-1995.  We hope to welcome former pupils and members of staff that 
day.  

 Butler’s Education Act was passed in 1944 during the Second World War. It 
was a beacon of hope at a very dark time and it was to make yet another change to 
the way in which St Saviour’s School was organised. Secondary Education became 
free for all, so the annual scholarship examinations were abolished, although the 
11+ examination took its place.  

 Church School Managers, however, were faced with another dilemma. If 
they wished to continue to have as much control over their schools, as they had 
done in the past, they would still have to be able to provide some financial support 
in maintaining their schools. If they did this they became Voluntary Aided Schools. 
Most, however, felt they could not do this.  

 On 19 January 1949 Mr Willis wrote in the Log Book, “A letter has been re-
ceived by the School Managers from the Ministry of Education saying that from 
January 7 1949 the School is a Controlled School. Thus the Kent Education Com-
mittee will now be entirely responsible for the maintenance of the building and 
premises and a new body of Managers will eventually be appointed.” 

 At the end of the previous year (1948) the report of the Diocesan Inspector 
on the Religious Education in the school could not have been more glowing. All clas-
ses had done exceptionally well, but he was most pleased with Mr Willis own class, 
“The teaching was quite outstanding. The master here is indeed a master of his 
subject and of the technique of teaching. The class was held with care and a great 
deal of excellent matter was drawn from the Old Testament stories. I have never 
heard the Old Testament taught so well. The New Testament had been equally well 
taught and the children were being taught the present application of all they were 
told. The eldest children in this school are very fortunate to have so able an instruc-
tor.”  

 In 1993 the close link between church and school might well have been lost, 
had the Planning Committee had its way. Spurred on by a large number of resi-
dents, who, far from thinking how wonderful it would be to have a new state-of-the
-art school, had objected to its being on the site it now occupies. Thanet District 
Council’s Planning Committee was minded to suggest that it should be on the  



Lymington Road Recreation Ground on the south side of the main road. The link 
would have been broken, for it would have been far too difficult for staff to try to 
bring the children to church across a busy main road. One vote from a committed 
Christian swung the decision in favour of the Elm Grove site and the link was saved. 
We pray it may never be broken.  

Dr Dawn Crouch (Foundation School Governor 1988-2000) 

On 2nd July the subject of the talk at 10.30 a.m. will be the Mitford family in West-
gate 1880-1890. Exbury, their beautiful house in Sea Road, was built for Algernon 
Mitford, the grandfather of the famous Mitford girls. At St Saviour’s we have reason 
to be grateful to him and his wife, Lady Clementine, because they gave us one of 
our greatest treasures – the east window. 

 

The AGM of The Friends took place on the 30 April . It was well attended. 

     Mrs Susan Bennett was re-elected as chairperson for another year. Mrs Christine 
Attwood was also re-elected as secretary .Mrs Ann Lawrence will also continue as 
treasurer . The committee has a full quota of members and we welcome a new 
member Mrs Frances Morris. 

     The Trustees remain the same, Mrs Ann Clark, Mrs Lorna Oliver and Mrs Chris-
tine Attwood. 

    We thank Mrs Ann Clark and Mrs Joy Palmer for serving refreshments and Mrs 
Claire Wheeler who organised the raffle raising a usefull sum of money for our 
funds, 

Susan Bennett Chairperson 

 

BELLINGERS WANTED—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 

Want to try a new hobby? If you are aged between 9 and 90 you are welcome to 
come and join us on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the Bell Tower—NO EXPERI-
ENCE NEEDED—tuition given. 
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“SILENCE IS GOLDEN” 
 

Stanley and I were sitting side by side in our chairs in the lounge. 
There was a companiable Silence. 

The Room was quiet.  No traffic, no voices heard. 
The garden looked still.  No wind.  Nothing stirred. 

I sat quietly looking at this peaceful scene. 
Stanley was quiet relaxing in his chair. 

We must have been like this for perhaps half an hour. 
Suddenly Stanley said aloud –  
“Silence is Golden”, I said yes. 

So we remained for a further period. 
Some time later that day I felt moved to reflect on that sentence. 

Why call Silence Golden? 
Well Gold being the most precious of metals explains it. 

One of the most precious moments in life is Silence. 
So relax and enjoy it when you can. 

The Silence. 
Marie Evans 

 
 

             CHURCH   CLEANING 

 We will be having a Blitz cleaning of The Church on  

Saturday September 17th. We have not had one since last Autumn, due to unfor-
seen circumstances and with the high winds blowing masonery dust in and storms it 
needs a bit of loving care. We would ask as many of you who can spare an hour or 
two to come help from 10.30 / 12.00. 

    Thank you       Lorna, Shirley and Ann. 
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CHURCH SERVICES  

Sunday Services 

8am Said Eucharist  Book of Common Prayer 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

10.30am  First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE 

 

Weekday Service   

Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)  

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

1st Westgate Rainbows                   Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm 

8th Westgate Brownies                   Fridays 5.30 to 7pm 

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate. 

 

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users  

There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery - 

 every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice. 
 

There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th 
Wednesday of every month from  2-3pm. 

 

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations 

towards the cost of printing would be appreciated. 

 

The deadline for July 2016 “The Link” is  Sunday 26th June 2016                                                                                                                                                                                 



CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

St Saviour’s Ladies Circle 

Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.   

Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm. 

Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring  

Susan 836430 .   

The Westgate Heritage Centre   

SUMMER OPENING May until the end of August WEDNESDAY 10am-1pm 

and SATURDAY 10am—12noon 

First Saturday of the month 10.30am TALK - 

SATURDAY 4th JUNE St Saviour’s School-Celebrating 130years Part 2 

SATURDAY 2nd JULY “The Mitfords in Westgate - 1880—1890” 

Refreshments available.   

Church Cleaning   11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month  

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church -  Annual Membership Fee only £2 

New members welcome.  Join the  Friends of St Saviour’s church  

Subscription only  £2 per year .  All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the 

church and grounds.  Membership forms at the back of the church or ring  

Susan Bennett on 01843 831079 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Friday’s 11.45am to 1pm Church open for refreshments. 

FROM Thursday 9th June and every Thursday until September OPEN 

CHURCH from 10am to 12noon. 

Saturday 11th June 3.30pm Tea to Celebrate the Queen’s 90th Birthday 

Saturday 18th June CHURCH SUMMER FAYRE 10am to 12noon. 

Tuesday 14th June to Friday 17th June Thanet Bible Week St James’ Church 

                                                                                                                            

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           


