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Dear All 

I am writing this letter on the journey back from London where Liz and I have met 

our new grand-daughter Harriet and have been congratulating her very proud par-

ents, Annie and our son Barnaby. Harriet was born in the Chelsea and Westminster 

Hospital on Tuesday 23 November and weighed in at 7 lb 9 oz. Her eyes are dark 

blue and her hair is medium brown. We are overwhelmed by our first grandchild 

and the wonderful addition that she is to the Rowe family and to Annie’s family, the 

Austins of Nevada. Laura and Bill Austin will be with us in Westgate over Christmas 

to celebrate a new life come into the world. 

All of us, of course, will be celebrating another great life that came into the world 

over two thousand years ago. It seems natural to us that we should celebrate the 

birth of Jesus, but the early church did not. Until the late fourth century, when 

Christianity became the official religion of the Roman Empire, the focus of the 

Church’s annual celebration of key moments in our Lord’s life and work concentrat-

ed on the period between Easter and Pentecost. The Resurrection was the culmina-

tion of the life work of Jesus as a man. In our tradition, he spent another forty days 

with us on earth, and then ascended into heaven so that, by leaving us, he could 

actually become closer to us than we are to our own breath, through the work of 

the Holy Spirit who brought to birth the Church at Pentecost. 

Once Christianity became the official religion of the Empire, it tried to stamp out 

pagan festivals. The one it had least success with was the great midwinter festival 

associated with the dying of the light in the northern hemisphere followed by the 

victory of the sun, which could be seen by about 25 December to be rising a mo-

ment or two earlier than in previous days. The light was returning, and hence the 

celebration. Having failed to suppress the great midwinter festival, the Church tried 

to christen it by turning it into a new feast to celebrate the birth of Jesus, the light 

of the world. 

Some people say that it is time to put Christ back into Christmas. Paradoxically, he 

wasn’t there initially, and if you feel that nowadays Christmas is reverting back to a 

pagan festival, don’t worry too much about it. It was that in the first place and if it is 

becoming that again, well let it. We Christians can still hitch our celebration of Je-

sus’ birth to a festival that existed before Jesus was born. 

 



We can join with our neighbours in the fun that cheers up this dreary time of the 

year, but we can go further and also celebrate the arrival into our world of Jesus 

the Son of God, becoming a human being in exactly the same way that we all did: as 

a new born child, utterly vulnerable and dependent on others for food, comfort, 

warmth, protection and most of all, giving and receiving unconditional love. 

In that spirit, Liz and I, and all our family and those related to either of us by blood 

or marriage, send you our warmest greetings for a very merry Christmas and all 

good things in 2017. 

Lots of love. 

Peter 



Churchwardens’ Report 

There was good news given out at the 8 am and 10.30 am services on Advent Sun-
day.  Peter announced that he and Liz had become grandparents on Wednesday, 
23rd November.  A baby girl, Harriet Elizabeth Austin Rowe had been born in a Lon-
don hospital after quite a long time of anxious waiting for parents, Liz and Peter.  
The parents are Annie and Barney Rowe and we send them our congratulations and 
best wishes on the birth of their daughter. The family is now back home. 

Our November report indicated that we hoped to be in a position to tell you more 
information regarding the future position of St. Saviour’s Parish.  As you are aware 
the Awayday planned for the 15th October from 10.00 am to 3.00 pm was cancelled 
and an evening meeting was arranged for 21st November from 7.00 pm to 9.30 pm 
at St. Nicholas-at-Wade.  Peter, Christine and I attended this meeting together with 
representatives from the other 7 churches in the West Thanet “Villages” group 
team following a much reduced agenda.  We split into 3 mixed church groups to 
discuss our thoughts, but at 9.15 pm we were still trying to convey to each other 
what our thinking was and the meeting had to finish.  Therefore, we regret that we 
still have nothing agreed at present. 

The All Souls’ Service on 6th November was attended by approximately 30 people. 9 
recently bereaved names were read out together with 40 names of loved ones who 
were being remembered at the service.  The refreshments were appreciated after 
the service and most people stayed for fellowship. 

As Peter and Liz were attending the Memorial Service at Ypres, Revd David Chance 
took the Armistice Day service on Friday, 11th November at 10.55am.  A special ser-
vice had been arranged to enable the bells to be tolled by Stuart followed by the 
two minutes’ silence at the beginning of the service.  16 people appreciated this 
opportunity to remember and give thanks for those who gave their lives for our 
freedom.  The sermon focussed on poppies and their significance at this particular 
time of remembrance. The collection of £42.80 was in aid of The Royal British Le-
gion. 

The Remembrance Sunday service was well attended by members of the communi-
ty and the collection of £233.33 was also in aid of The Royal British Legion.  The 
service at the War Memorial was led by Revd Dr Peter Rowe, Revd George Kalu and 
Revd Canon David Caine.  Our thanks to the Westgate Town Council and the Mari-
time Voluntary Services for the organisation of this event. 

We are pleased to report that the Autumn Fair on Saturday, 19th November raised 
an overall total of £1,000.25. of which £725.94 will go into Church Funds and the 
balance into The Friends of St. Saviour’s Account.  Thank you to all those who came 
to support the Church and to all those helpers who worked so hard to achieve the 
highest total after many years, for the benefit of the mission, ministry and church of  



St. Saviour’s.  We look forward to seeing you all again at our Summer Fair. 

The Family Service on Sunday, 4th December will be about “Getting ready for the 
Lord”.  During the service there will be a short talk by Oasis together with a collec-
tion of toys for Christmas presents for the children at the refuge.  

On Sunday, 18th December, we are having the usual 8 am and 10.30 am Holy Com-
munion Services, a Baptism at 2.00 pm and a Carol Service at 3.30 pm.  The Carol 
Service will include the St. Saviour’s Ad Hoc choir and St. Saviour’s Community 
Choir.  We look forward to seeing you and your friends on this special occasion. 

Tuesday, 13th December at 9.30 am we are decorating the tree and the church.  
Helpers welcome please. 

Friday, 23rd December at 2.30 pm we are making the Christingles .  Helpers wel-
come please. 

Saturday, 24rd December at 4.00 pm is the time for our special Crib and Christingle 
Service led by Revd Dr Peter Rowe  

Saturday, 24th December at 11.30 pm is the Midnight Communion Service led by 
Revd Susan Wing 

Sunday, 25th December at 10.30 am is the Family Communion led by Revd Dr Peter 
Rowe 

Christine and I wish you all a Holy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year. 

 

 





  FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

For those Baptised 

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”   

 

 

For those joined in Holy Matrimony 

“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they 

may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to 

each other” 

 

 

The Sick 

“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit” 

Dot, Jenny, Tina, Maureen, Marie, Stanley, Rose, Phyll, Tony, Angela, Margaret, 

Carol , Donna, Tana, Ken, Ruth and those on the prayer board. 

 

The Departed 

“Lord now lettest thou thy servant  depart in peace, according to thy word” 

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their 

families and friends 

Muriel Dorothy Shepherd,     Kathleen Joyce Scott  

 

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for 

giving them to us”   

Charlie Richardson 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             





We wish everyone a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.  Joy & 

Lenxx 

Susan Wing wishes everyone a blessed Christmas and New Year, many 

thanks for all your support. 

Wishing everyone A Very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year from  

Beryl. 

A Happy Christmas and A Healthy New Year to you all from Edna. 

We both wish all our friends at St Saviour’s a VERY HAPPY HEALTHY  

CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR.  Anne & John Bartlett 

Christmas greetings and best wishes for 2017.  The Neve Family. 

 





BELLRINGERS WANTED—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 

Want to try a new hobby? If you are aged between 9 and 90 you are welcome to 
come and join us on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the Bell Tower—NO EXPERI-
ENCE NEEDED—tuition given. 

 
 HELPING THANET FOOD LINK Charity No. 1166696 

Here in Thanet and throughout our Country there is a great need for Food Banks. 
Please can those that worship at St Saviour’s and anyone in our local community 
bring Non perishable food - 
Tins of Vegetables/Meat, Longlife Milk, Tinned fish, biscuits, jam, cereal bars, 
whatever you like to eat to the Church.  Opening times to be found in this maga-
zine, “The Link”. 
You will always be made welcome at St Saviour’s. 
When our box at the back of the Church is full, it is taken regularly to a local distri-
bution centre, for everyone who has a need.  It is then empty for you all to refill. 
It takes a lot of food to feed a family. 
THANK YOU to those that do bring food, there is always room for more, so please 
find it in your Hearts to help others. 
Your gift however small or large will be much appreciated. 
Thank You.  May God Bless You.   Anne and John Bartlett 
 

THANET FOOD BANK 
 
Christmas will be with us soon while we celebrate the Birth of Jesus  Christ, enjoy 
the food and company let us remember to share our Happiness and Food with oth-
ers less fortunate than us. 
 
PLEASE HELP FILL THE BOX AT THE BACK OF CHURCH TILL IT OVERFLOWS,NOT  
ONLY WITH FOOD BUT ALSO OUR LOVE. 
 
THANK YOU for your kindness over the year.                                                                                              
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Dot Goodey, who is currently in St Michael’s in Elm Grove, would welcome visits 
by members of St Saviour’s Church Family. 
 
 
The Autumn Fayre , held on the 19 November was a great success. Everyone 
should be very pleased with the result due to their hard work. Overall we raised 
over £1000 which will go towards much needed church funds. 
The Tombola ,run by Chris and Phil was very well done. The home produce 
stall,organised by Jose and Susan Gough was successful, thankyou to all who 
baked.Jigsaws and cards run by Gill and Jean were popular and Tony selling books 
was terrific. We are grateful for the many donations of really good toys sold by 
Christine Bolger and Ann Bartlett . Ians hand made bird boxes and Christmas cards 
were very well received. The raffle went very well, run by Brenda and Claire had 
many wonderful prizes. Susan Wooley kindly came to supportus with her Art stall 
and Graham did well with his plant stall. On refreshments , myself ,Pam,Ann Law-
rence and John who was an enormous help with the washing up,did well and Bric a 
Brac raised a very good sum. 
The Friends stalls, Joy with her jewellery and Christine with gifts was very well sup-
ported.£140 was the total made by the Friends. 
We send our grateful thanks to Andrew Way who came all the way from Ash to 
play music to attract people in and Valda for her posters. 
Our thanks also go to Alan Clark, Ann and Ann Lawrence for the difficult task of 
counting the money. 
We would all like to thank everyone who came to the Fayre and supported us . 
There was a lovely atmosphere . Everyone seemed to be enjoying themselves. Now 
we can look forward to the next one in June. 
Susan Bennett 
 
[Editor's note.  Alan has asked me to add that the final figure of £1000.19 is the 

highest attained for any annual Autumn/Christmas or Summer Fairs held since at 

least 1998 - his records don't go back further than this.  The 2006 Christmas Fair 

came very close when the net income was exactly £1000, but most Fairs have 

brought in a good £200 or more less.  Valda]. 
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It is said that  if you are a bell ringer you need never feel lonely. This is certainly 
true in the Canterbury District.  My home tower is Roos in East Yorkshire but I have 
been a frequent visitor to Westgate on Sea in recent months as my mother was in 
the final stages of her illness.  This has been a very difficult time, but ringing has 
been a great comfort. I have been warmly welcomed at every practice I have 
attended and I would especially like to thank the ringers at Westgate on Sea and 
Canterbury Cathedral for their friendship and support. 

My mother Jean Chaplin of Westgate finally passed away on October 11th and 
when I tentatively suggested that my husband Gary and I would like to ring a quar-
ter there in her memory, Andrew Corby immediately stepped in and made all the 
arrangements. 

The ringing was excellent. My brother and family friends listened outside and it 
meant such a lot to us. Thank you. 

Helen Audley 

 Photo L to R    Brenda Davies, Helen Audley, Terence Barnard, Len Huckstep,  

Andrew Corby, Gary 
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FROM  THE  TREASURER 

October  2016  Monthl y Financial  Review 

In  October RECEIPTS amounted to £3,852.08 

We received donations of £203 Funeral fees and £450.60 for the Westgate Herit-
age Centre contribution to heating and lighting costs. 

 

We made PAYMENTS  of £2,840.87 

 

We paid £432 for lightning conductor repairs. 

  

This resulted in an operating SURPLUS of £1,011.21 

 

 (DESIGNATED FUNDS) 

 The Flower fund stands at £76.48;  Clerestory Windows Fund at £1,137.36 

 

Brenda Carter (Treasurer) 





Westgate Heritage Centre 

In November we had a most interesting and enjoyable illustrated talk by two of our 
members, Jean and Anne, on the Victorian artist William Orchardson R.A. who lived 
in Westgate for many years at Ivyside in Sea Road. It was well researched and pre-
sented and enjoyed by a very big audience of more than eighty. It was good to see 
Jean and Anne growing in confidence and we look forward to future talks by them.  

 This month we are looking forward to the talk by Hugh Gault on Kingsley 
Wood M.P. whose holiday home in the 1920s was Ava Lodge in Westgate Bay Ave-
nue. Hugh is Kingsley Wood’s biographer and it is a privilege to have him as a speak-
er.  

 We are glad that we are able to bring to the attention of our members and 
our visitors the large number of figures of national importance who made Westgate
-on-Sea their home, for at least part of the year. Westgate-on-Sea Town Council is 
looking towards a “Blue Plaque” system which will recognise Westgate’s famous 
residents and there is no shortage of candidates. 

 This year we did not have a special event for Remembrance Tide, as we had 
already had the Commemoration of the Somme exhibition in August, but 41 can-
dles were lit on the morning of our November talk to remember the 41 Westgate 
men who had already lost their lives by the beginning of November 1916 and the 
Somme display board and the poppies made by the community were used that day. 

 2017 will bring some anniversaries, which we hope to celebrate. How did 
Westgate’s residents celebrate the Golden and Diamond Jubilees of Queen Victoria, 
for example? One event we shall be remembering is the great storm of 1897 and 
the lifeboat tragedy remembered by the statue near the Nayland Rock. Although 
this tragedy was primarily associated with Margate, Westgate too was affected. Mr 
Humphrey recorded in the Logbook of St Saviour’s School on 8th December “Many 
children away during the afternoon in consequence of the funeral of nine men who 
were drowned taking place”   

 There was extensive damage on Westgate’s sea front, as there was all along 
the coast, but Westgate had the great advantage of being owned by wealthy propri-
etors (at that time, Coutts’ Bank) who gave instructions that repairs were to be 
started immediately so that the town would be ready for business next season. Not 
only was the sea front area repaired, but it was upgraded. 

 We would like to remember too the Hurricane of 1987 and we are appealing 
to anyone who has memories of that night and the damage done in Westgate, to 
get in touch with us and share them. We had such a splendid response to the ap-
peal for memories of the 1973 floods that I’m sure there are others of 1987, which 
will be invaluable also to our history of Westgate-on-Sea. Dr Dawn Crouch 



The Magic Bank Account 
 
Imagine that you had won the Following *PRIZE* in a  contest: Each morning your 
bank would deposit  $86,400 In your private account for your  use.  However, this 
prize has  Rules: 

 
The set of Rules: 

1. Everything that you didn't spend during each day  would be taken away from 
you. 
2. You may not simply transfer money into some other  account. 
3. You may only spend It. 
4. Each morning upon  awakening, The bank opens your account with another 
$86,400 for  that Day. 
5. The bank can end the game without warning; at any  time, it can say, Game 
Over!" It can close the  account And you will not receive a new  one.What would 
you personally  Do? 
You would buy anything and Everything you wanted right?  Not only for yourself, 
but for all the people you love and  care for. Even  for people you don't know, 
because you couldn't possibly spend it all on  yourself, right? You would try to 
spend every penny, and use it all,  because you knew it would be replenished in 
the morning,  right? 
ACTUALLY, This GAME is  REAL  Shocked ??? YES! 
Each of us is already a winner Of this  *PRIZE*. We just can't seem to see  it. The 
PRIZE is *TIME* 
1. Each morning we awaken to Receive 86,400  seconds As a gift of Life. 
2. And when we go to sleep at Night, any remaining  time is Not credited to us. 
3. What we haven't used up that Day is forever  lost. 
4. Yesterday is forever  Gone. 
5. Each morning the account is Refilled, but the bank  can dissolve your account at 
any time WITHOUT  WARNING...SO, what will YOU do with your 86,400  seconds? 
Those seconds are worth so much More than the same  amount in dollars.  Think 
about it and remember to Enjoy every  second  of your life, because time races by 
so much quicker than You  think. 
So take care of yourself, be Happy, love deeply and  enjoy life! Here's wishing you 
a wonderful And beautiful  day.  Start spending.... 
"DON'T COMPLAIN ABOUT  GROWING OLD…!"  SOME PEOPLE DON'T 
GET  THE  PRIVILEGE! 
 





CHURCH SERVICES  

Sunday Services 

8am Said Eucharist  Book of Common Prayer 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

10.30am  First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE 

 

Weekday Service   

Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)  

Tuesday 20th December 9.30am St Saviour’s School Christmas  

Service 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

1st Westgate Rainbows                   Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm 

8th Westgate Brownies                   Fridays 5.30 to 7pm 

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate. 

 

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users  

There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery - 

 every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice. 
 

 

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations 

towards the cost of printing would be appreciated. 

 

The deadline for January 2017 “The Link” is  Sunday 1st January 2017                                                                                                                                                                                 



CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

  

Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm. 

 

Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring  

Susan 836430 .   

 

The Westgate Heritage Centre   

WINTER OPENING Open on the !st Saturday of each month 10am to 12 noon 

First Saturday of the month 10.30am TALK  also open on the Wednesday 

morning following the Talk 10am to 1pm. 

Saturday 3rd December Kent and Kingsley Wood 1925-1943 

PLEASE NOTE JANUARY 2017 DATE IS SATURDAY 7TH JANUARY 

SATURDAY 7TH JANUARY 2017 The Story of Another Postcard 

Refreshments available.   

 

Church Cleaning   11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month  

 

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church -  Annual Membership Fee only £2 

New members welcome.  Join the  Friends of St Saviour’s church  

Subscription only  £2 per year .  All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the 

church and grounds.  Membership forms at the back of the church or ring  

Susan Bennett on 01843 831079 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Friday’s 11.45am to 1pm Church open for refreshments. 

Thursday 15th December 7pm St Saviour’s School Carol Concert 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                         


