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Dear All 

Lent has now begun, and it will take us through to the very last day of March, fol-
lowed by Easter Day on 1 April. Susan has been leading our Lent courses at her 
home (Thursdays at 7.00 pm) and in the church (Tuesdays at 10.00 am). It is not too 
late to join either of these groups who are following a course on the resurrection 
written by Bishop John Pritchard, who some of you may remember was Archdeacon 
of Canterbury in the late 1990s. 

Between Lent and Easter we go through the moving events of Holy Week and this 
year the Thanet Deanery is playing host to a mission, Transformed by Hope, led by 
the Archbishop of Canterbury, accompanied by members of the Community of St 
Anselm, a quasi-monastic community in the Benedictine tradition founded by him 
which operates out of Lambeth Palace. The archbishop had hoped to visit every par-
ish in the deanery during Holy Week but one Church of England parish has declined 
to take part in this mission to our deanery, which is to be led by our own diocesan 
bishop, who happens also to be the senior bishop in the Church of England, and head 
of the worldwide Anglican Communion. I think is very sad. 

We in our parish will most certainly be giving him a very warm welcome, and will 
be hosting him briefly on Good Friday. I will say more about that in a moment. 

The mission has both public and private events. We are all welcome to the public 
events, and so you may like to note the details of them in your diaries. 

 

 

Saturday 24 March: 1830-2000 Deanery Celebration Holy Trinity, Margate 

Sunday 25 March: 1000-1145 Palm Sunday ServiceAll Saints, Birchington 

   1400-1530 Harvest Church Palm Sunday Service 
     Canterbury Christ Church Uni Campus,  

                                                                                                          Broadtairs    

Monday 26 March: 1900-2100 Dream Team Celebration St Luke’s, Ramsgate 

Tuesday 27 March: 1930-2100 Q&A Session @ Wetherspoons 
       The Royal Pavilion, Ramsgate 

Friday 30 March: 1030-1130 Walk of Witness Broadstairs 

   1200-1530 Good Friday Meditations 
   St Philip’s, Palm Bay; St John’s, Margate; All Saints, West-
brook; 

St Saviour’s, Westgate, All Saints, Birchington 

Saturday 31 March:  1030-1200 Prayer Cart  Margate 

   1830-2045 Easter Vigil (service time 1900) 
        Holy Trinity, Broadstairs 

 



At lunchtime on Good Friday the archbishop will be travelling from church to 
church along the north coast of the deanery, visiting briefly each of the churches 
mentioned above. He is expected to arrive at St Saviour’s at about 1415. I have spo-
ken to Gill who has agreed not to have her usual Good Friday service at 1400. In-
stead, we have moved the children’s Easter Garden service from the morning to that 
time. It will take its usual form except that, at one moment, the archbishop will ar-
rive, give us his meditation and no doubt stay a little longer to take part in our ser-
vice as it continues. I hope that as many parishioners as possible will come to the 
church on Good Friday afternoon, to support the children and those who organize 
this service year by year, and also to give a welcome to Archbishop Justin and share 
a little time with him as he gives his short address. 

After several months without baptisms, there are two booked for March. Please re-
member the children to be baptized, and their parents, family and friends, in your 
prayers. Two baptisms have so far been booked for Easter Sunday, after our main 
service. One of the children to be baptized on that day will be Elodie, our second 
grand-daughter. We are getting excited already! 

I hope you are finding Lent a prayerful and peaceful time as you prepare for Easter, 
the great Feast of Feasts in the Christian year. As Paul puts it in 1 Corinthians 15: 13
-14: ‘If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; and if 
Christ has not been raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has 
been in vain.’ Easter really is as crucial as that. 

Lots of love. 

Peter 

 

PIANO REQUIRES A GOOD HOME 

Liz Rowe is having to give up her piano as she and Peter downsize in preparation 
for their move to a smaller home after Peter’s retirement. The piano has a lovely 
tone and has been looked after. It is a Marshall and Rose piano. If you or anyone 
you know might be interested, do please get in touch with Liz on 01843 791789, or 
lizandpeterrowe@sky.com. All offers considered! 
 
 

mailto:lizandpeterrowe@sky.com


  FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

For those Baptised 

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”    

 

For those joined in Holy Matrimony 

“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they 

may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to 

each other” 

 

The Sick 

“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit” 

Phyll,  Carol, Doreen ,  Cherry,  Mercia 

 

The Departed 

“Lord now lettest thou thy servant  depart in peace, according to thy word” 

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their 

families and friends 

 

 

 

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for 

giving them to us”   

Gladys Stidwell,    John Michael Hunter                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             



Churchwardens’ Report 

The “New Look” cleaning team met for the first time at the beginning of Feb-
ruary and made a good job of cleaning the church. We are grateful to all who 
came. The next monthly cleaning morning will have taken place by the time 
you read this as the mornings are scheduled for the first Friday of the month 
for an hour from 9am. Perhaps you’ll be able to give a hand on Friday 6

th
 

April. 

It was lovely to have some new children joining the reading team at the Fam-
ily Service in February. During the service, books were presented to Ivy, Ed-
ward and Iris for achieving the necessary 12 attendances. Books should also 
have been presented to two brothers but they were unable to attend through 
illness. Hopefully, they will be in church for a presentation at our next Family 
Service, which, unusually is on the second Sunday of the month (Mothering 
Sunday).   

Unfortunately, we have no further news about our future. We have started to 
draw up a rota for clergy taking services after Peter’s retirement this coming 
May (although, due to untaken holiday entitlement, Peter’s last Sunday will 
be 29

th
 April) and the PCC has been studying profiles of several team minis-

tries within the Diocese. No date has been fixed yet for the meeting with the 
Archdeacon and Area Dean that we mentioned in our last report. 

Your attention is drawn to plans prepared by our architect, which can be 
found at the back of the church. These relate to two faculty applications 
(church planning applications) that have been agreed by the Diocesan Advi-
sory Committee and are now with the Diocesan Registrar for final approval. 
One is for repairs to the clerestory (high level) windows and rainwater goods, 
found to be necessary during the 5-yearly inspection of the church building in 
2013. The other concerns the proposed teapoint in the northwest corner of 
the church and replacing the existing sink and base unit in the Middle Vestry. 
Public notices regarding the applications are on display in the church porch 
and in our noticeboard in St Mildreds Road. They cannot be taken down until 
20th March 2018. 

A third faculty application is (at the time of writing) with the Diocesan Adviso-
ry Committee for consideration. There are three proposals in this application:  

 New storage cupboards for Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre in the 
southwest corner of the church, necessitating the removal of four pews at the 
back of the south aisle to enable the crèche to be re-sited and replacing the 
wardrobe at the back of the church with cupboard to house the chair rack (all 
costs to be met by the Heritage Centre); 

 Removing the coir matting at the West Door to create level flooring; 

Creating a cupboard in the Outer Vestry for storing church archives. 

 



Improving our “kitchen” facilities, removing the coir matting and storage for 
church archives are proposals resulting from the PCC’s application for Herit-
age Lottery Funding towards the cost of repairs to the clerestory windows 
and rainwater goods. 

We end our report with some more dates for your diary: help is needed on 
Saturday 31

st
 March from 9.30am when we will be decorating the church 

for Easter and we hope for a good attendance on Saturday 28
th

 April at 
10am for 10.30 for elections of churchwardens and members of the PCC 
and receiving reports about all that happens in the life of St Saviour’s 
Church. Details of services to mark Holy Week and Easter can be found 
elsewhere in the magazine. 

 

With love and blessings from Brenda and Christine 

 

MARCH 2018 
 

March “Comes in like a lion & goes out like a lamb”.  Or Vice-Versa  - as the saying 
goes. 
Let us hope it comes in like a LION, because towards the end of MARCH, hopefully, 
the weather will be better. 
It can be a pleasant month – bulbs are in bloom, trees look better dressed in green 
leaves. 
The birds are chirping. 
The sky is blue, it can look lovely from my “Room with a View”. 
However, it can be quite cold outside. 
If out walking you need a good stride. 
Do not be afraid if you see the Mad March Hare. 
Just look & give him a really good stare. 
And suddenly he will go & not be there. 
As March ends & APRIL is here – We are now a third of the way through the Year! 
 
Marie Evans                                                   



Lent Group 2018 
  
The theme this year is “On the Third Day” written by John Pritchard, some-
time Archdeacon of Canterbury and Bishop of Oxford. It explores the Resur-
rection and its affect on us today. 
It is a 5 week course and groups and start dates are below. It is CD based 
with distinguished cross denomination speakers, a booklet is available. You 
can attend any of the groups. 
  
Thursday 15 February            7-9 p.m.    142 Minster Road with Susan 
(contact 836430) 
Friday 16 February                 2-4 p.m.     Welcome In, Christ Church URC  
Tuesday 20 February           10 a.m. -12 p.m.  St Saviour’s  Church Vestry 
Wednesday 21 February    10.30 a.m. -12 p.m. Garlinge Methodist Church 
  
Details are available from Susan Wing 

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users  

There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery - 

 every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice. 

 

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations 

towards the cost of printing would be appreciated. 

 

 The deadline for April 2018 “The Link” is   

Sunday 25th March 2018                                                                     





St Saviour’s Church Electoral Roll 

Those persons who have been in regular attendance at St Saviour’s Church 

for the past six months and wish to enrol on the Church Electoral Roll 

please see Mrs Valda Neve (Hon. Electoral Roll Officer) for an application 

form.   The deadline for application is SATURDAY  31st MARCH.     

 
 
Many thanks to those who lovingly look after the gardens at the entrance to 
the Church.  They are a welcoming sight and it is enjoyable to watch new 
growth and the flowers. 
With much appreciation. Thelma. 
 
My son-in-law, Simon Wayne Smith, was included for prayer in the weekly 
notices.  One 3

rd
 December he was walking home along the canal towpath 

when it was dark, snowy and the canal was frozen. He was missed by this 
brother Christopher and the family did a search.  Conditions were not good 
and if Simon had slipped and fallen into the frozen canal he would immedi-
ately have died of hypothermia.  The family prayed all would be well but Si-
mon was not found.  There was a massive search, publicity of their sad loss 
and the police were very helpful. 
  
Later in January a body was discovered in the canal which was Simon’s.  It 
was a very sad time for his family of two sisters and a brother.  His children, 
Victoria and Joshua were very upset and sad. It meant a funeral could be 
held and the crematorium was crowded. Tributes were paid. Simon was a 
skilled carpenter.  I was always welcome at his home to see him, chat about 
old times and be with my grandchildren.  He was always kind to me.   At 21 
and 20 years of age respectively Victoria and Joshua are heart broken and 
miss their Dad who was only 51 years of age.  An inquest  has yet to be 
held. The family will be holding a service of remembrance on Simon’s birth-
day in March and his ashes taken to the grave of parents and grandparents.  
  
Prayer is still needed for the family and particularly his children.  They al-
ways stayed with Fred and me during school holidays and loved coming and 
to be at the seaside..  They came to St. Saviour’s Church with me and loved 
attending Scripture Union Beach Mission. Victoria now lives with her Aunty 
and Uncle in the countryside and is able to return to University studies and is 
in her third year.  Joshua lives near to his Uncle Christopher, Simon’s elder 
brother and Aunty Susan and cousins   All are very caring of them. It is a 
blessing to have a loving family. Many thanks for the prayers made for Si-
mon in December. Thelma Franks                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             





 Westgate-on Sea Heritage Centre 

I am writing this on Sunday 25th February, less than 24 hours after the special event, 
a joint venture with the PCC, ended – I know that the editor of the is waiting ex-
pectantly for the article and I must not disappoint!    

Yesterday, Westgate-on-Sea participated in Screen South’s “100 Miles – 
100 Years” First World War Walking Trail project. Our publicity had stated that 
Westgate needed 100 walkers – the aim of the organisers was to have 100 walkers 
in each town, where a trail had been prepared. Westgate’s population is around 
8000, very small compared with our larger Thanet neighbours, Margate and Rams-
gate, and with towns such as Maidstone and Tonbridge, so many people though we 
were being unrealistic. But no – there was an overwhelming response - so good that 
it caught our members who had volunteered to be in charge of registration by sur-
prise. Officially we were due to open at 10.30 a.m. but by 10 o’clock there was a 
queue snaking out of the church door. As more and more people of all ages, warmly 
wrapped up against the bitter wind, came in, we hastily set up extra signing in 
points. In the end we were reduced to asking people to put their names on a piece 
of paper and drop them in a box to be sorted later.  I have just heard that we sent 
out 173 walkers – so Westgate certainly covered its 100 miles.  

There were display boards with information about the places on the trail – 
the sea plane base at St Mildred’s Bay and the VAD hospitals - and about the ways 
in which life in Westgate was affected by the war. These aroused a lot of interest 
and the Heritage Centre will have them available later on, when we are open in the 
summer months. St Saviour’s banns, marriage and baptism registers for the period 
were “loaned” back to us from the Cathedral Archives’ Office and they too evoked a 
lot of interest. 

The church was warm and welcoming with home made cakes, provided by 
one of our members, and hot drinks by courtesy of the Co-op Local Community 
Fund as part of the grant made to the Heritage Centre, for this year, to fund the 
work we are doing in connection with the centenary commemorations of the Great 
War. Our thanks go to those who worked so hard making tea and coffee at the be-
ginning and doing piles of washing up, so that returning walkers could have a hot 
drink after being out in the cold. One of those volunteers reckoned that he had 
walked the distance of the trail up and down the aisle between the serving area and 
the vestry sink, over and over again! 

We were delighted with the attendance, for the walkers were of all ages from tod-
dlers to dear Rose Austen, so long connected with St Saviour’s, who, at the age of 
90, completed the trail in a wheelchair pushed by her son. Our special guest was Sir 
Roger Gale M.P. for North Thanet and a long-time supporter of the Heritage Centre. 
We are grateful to him for sparing the time to be with us.  



We were also delighted to see our ward councillors, the Town Clerk of 
Westgate-on-Sea and her husband, at least three of our Town Councillors and the 
Secretary of the United Services’ Club.  

  I should also like to thank the Revd Dr Peter Rowe who was given the im-
possible task of explaining the role of the Church of England in the Great War in 7 
minutes. That he succeeded in giving a thought-provoking summary in that time is 
a source of admiration!  

 Having been given final instructions, as received from Screen South about 
the desirability of taking lots of photographs for social media etc, Sir Roger sent the 
walkers on their way at 11.15 a.m. In addition to the 150 + humans, there were 
several four-footed walkers. Suddenly the church which had been heaving with 
people was almost empty, except for a few of us for whom the trail would be a few 
steps too many. It seemed no time at before they started to return. All were posi-
tively glowing and they were full of enthusiasm. I think they had really appreciated 
being able to take part in such a community event. 

 So many people played a part in helping – I hope that I don’t leave anyone 
out. If I do, please forgive me and put it down to my advancing years. I should like 
to thank Stuart for putting out the trestle tops and putting new candles in the can-
delabrum and altar candle sticks and Graham Neve for bringing the archives and 
their accessories of cushions and weights, safely from Canterbury (he will have to 
return them on Monday). The team of volunteers that I can’t name individually in 
case I forget someone was fantastic, never complaining even when I got a bit 
tetchy with anxiety! They include those who delivered publicity material, the shop 
keepers and others who put up posters in their windows, those who came on Fri-
day afternoon to set up the exhibition and early on Saturday to put up bunting and 
do last minute jobs, those who were in charge of registration and distribution of 
the “walking trail badges” on return and the leaders of the guided walks conspicu-
ous in their high-viz jackets. Finally there were all those who had the task of clear-
ing everything away and tidying up – such an essential job, but always a bit of an 
anti-climax.  For me it was a memorable morning and I think it was for others. 
Westgate-on-Sea did itself proud! 

Dr Dawn Crouch 
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 FROM  THE  TREASURER 

JANUARY 2018 Monthly Financial Review 
 

In January RECEIPTS amounted to £2,798.93 

 

We received £170 donations, £40.34 for Charity Embrace the Middle East and 
£190.70 for Charity Porchlight. 

 

We made PAYMENTS of £3,533.91 
 

We sent £100 to Charity Embrace.  We paid £136.00 for music licences and 
£2435 to the Diocese for the monthly contribution to the Parish Share. 

 

This resulted in an operating DEFICIT of £734.98. 

 

(DESIGNATED FUNDS) 

 The Flower fund stands at £196;   Clerestory Windows Fund at £1,912 

Brenda Carter (Treasurer)                                                                                                                                                                                                                               





The Church of England in the Great War 

(Full text of talk delivered by Peter Rowe in the church on Saturday 24 February 
2018) 

To attempt in a few minutes even the vaguest sketch of the Church of England in the 
Great War is really a gross impertinence, even by my standards. Personally, I lay the 
blame at the feet of Dr Dawn Crouch who has asked me to attempt this impossible 
feat. 

The Church of England was at a cross roads in 1914. The Great War was seen as an 
opportunity to revitalize it and return it to its role of prominence in society. Like 
other Christian Churches at the beginning of the twentieth century, the Church of 
England faced a notable decline in attendance at its services, difficult social and la-
bour issues, and questions arising from a seeming clash between science and reli-
gion. Unlike other Christian churches in England, the Church of England also faced 
changing ideas about what the role of an established church should be. 

The Church was divided within itself, as it still is, with different parts of it espousing 
quite different views in relation to the Bible, liturgy and service styles, and other 
matters. Then as now the Church had failed to engage with workers in the fields and 
the factories, and the less well off generally. In fact, although things were changing, 
the Church of England a hundred years ago was the religious institution of the mid-
dle and upper middle classes, with the clergy largely drawn from the upper classes. 
As one writer put it, ‘the function of the National Church was to place a civilizing 
influence in the form of an educated gentleman in every parish in the kingdom.’ 

When war broke out, the Church’s general support for peace and a friendly approach 
to Germany was replaced by arguments that the War was a just war, which gave rise 
to a crusade mentality as stories about atrocities committed by Germans, both real 
and invented, became prevalent. For an institution whose responsibility was to act as 
the conscience of the English people, support for the war seemed to make perfect 
sense at the time. It was believed that the revitalization of the Church and the people 
of Britain would be the natural consequences of a conflict that would unite those 
who prior to the war had been very much at loggerheads. 

Among Anglican clergy the concept of a Christian duty to fight was almost univer-
sal, and many of them chaffed under the refusal of the church to let them be active 
combatants themselves. In consequence, they enthusiastically supported recruitment 
drives for the armed services from their pulpits. 

Arthur Winnington-Ingram, Bishop of London between 1901 and 1939, may serve as 
an example of a very enthusiastic supporter of getting men into uniform. He claimed 
his efforts had added ten thousand men to the armed services. This was all of a piece 
with his unflagging endorsement of the righteousness of the war and the British 
cause, and the important role the Church of England must play in the whole enter-
prise. It was better to die than see England a German province. A year into the war 
he called for the men of England ‘to band in a great crusade—we cannot deny it—to 
kill Germans. To kill them, not for the sake of killing, but to save the world; to kill 
the good as well as the bad; to kill the young men as well as the old, to kill those 
who showed kindness to our wounded as well as those fiends who crucified the  



Canadian sergeant, who superintended the Armenian massacre, who sank the Lusi-
tania . . . and to kill them lest the civilization of the world should itself be killed.’ 

Although he had some critics, he was quite clear what was the role of the Church of 
England. ‘It exists to inspire the nation to take a noble and high-minded line of pol-
icy, to fill the sailors and soldiers with fortitude and courage, and to give them in 
abundance the spiritual and sacramental help they need; to set an example of self-
sacrifice; to visit the sick and wounded; to comfort the mourners; and to lead day 
and night the intercessions of the people.’ Those who, like the Quakers, expressed 
pacifism as a possible alternative view, had very little popular support during the 
Great War.  

Charles Gore, the Bishop of Oxford, espoused the view that the conflict actually 
saved Britain from a ‘tremendous class war, a war of capital and labour’, thus pro-
posing the argument that God had the power to use the bad (the Great War) to work 
for the good (no class war). 

As the war progressed and the deaths and often horrific injuries increased, such 
sentiments as these were expressed less and less. 

I have mentioned the eager acceptance of most of the clergy of the role of recruiting 
sergeant. The Church was also under pressure to supply front line troops with suffi-
cient chaplains. One of the factors making that difficult was not the lack of interest 
on the part of the Church but the British Army’s being more concerned to ship 
fighting troops to the Western Front than supplying their spiritual needs to the satis-
faction of the Archbishop of Canterbury. Young men who in normal times would 
have been in the theological colleges, training for ordination, instead joined up, 
leaving the colleges almost empty. 

In the first half of the Great War public opinion was very positive towards the 
Church of England. As the war progressed, and especially as the clergy were ex-
cluded from conscription under the Military Service Act 1916, public sentiment 
veered away from the Church, coupled with a very negative opinion towards the 
‘shirkers’ who were nor serving on the battlefield. Conscientious Objectors also 
suffered from this hostility. 

There was apparently a sharp increase in attendance at church at the outbreak of 
war, but this did not last, some of those who ceased to attend actually being driven 
away by the shrill German-hating sermons to which they were subjected. There 
were 229,000 confirmations in 1914, a number which fell to 183,000 by 1919. The 
1914 figure has never been equalled since. In spite of the misplaced initial hopes of 
some in the Church, the Great War actually revealed and exacerbated the problems 
faced by the Church and society. Of course it did. As one commentator has written, 
‘religious observance had no deeper roots than social convention or escapism. At 
home such factors as the break-up of the family, the introduction of Sunday labour 
and the abandonment of accepted standards of behaviour depleted church congrega-
tions.’ The Church would never recover. The decline continues. 

The British Army in August 1914 was small, and most of its members were held in 
the lowest esteem. The Great War made soldiering respectable and, the Church 
believed, gave it the opportunity to draw the newly minted soldiers closer to the  



Church. The hope was that the initial emotional mood of patriotism and enlistment 
could be built on to reverse the Church’s decline, particularly among the working 
class, using the common experiences of war as the motivation. 

The Church lacked qualified clergy to send along with the vast armies being formed 
at great speed. In all, 5,397,000 British soldiers were mobilized during the war 
(8,905,000 if you include all other troops from the Empire), but only 3,030 Anglican 
chaplains were commissioned. As can be seen, the number of men each chaplain 
was expected to serve made their jobs very difficult. 

Initially, they were to minister to the wounded, with few opportunities for them to 
meet frontline needs. The list of things chaplains came to be expected to do grew 
rapidly. In addition to pastoral duties, chaplains were expected to help in centres of 
recreation, to censor the mail and to keep troops entertained. Some were put to drive 
ambulances or to help stretcher bearers. Then there were burials to arrange, registra-
tion of graves, writing letters to bereaved relatives of the dead, and even letters 
home from soldiers unable to read or write. They lacked almost any training until 
1916, and although they might not themselves fight they experienced with the rest 
the full horror of those they served and were often in fear for their own lives. A few 
chaplains lost their own faith, succumbing to the inexplicable dreadfulness of the 
experiences they shared with many troops, who often had little grasp of anything 
much about Christianity, which made it even more difficult for chaplains to try to 
explain how a loving God could allow such suffering. (If I may be allowed an aside 
of my own at this point, I have never believed that any such explanation is possible 
on this side of the grave and, although I have managed somehow to hang on to a 
belief in a personal and loving God, I have very great sympathy for the rabbi who, 
as he was pushed into a Nazi gas chamber in the Second World War, exclaimed: 
‘So, there is no God.’) 

Effective chaplains lived with their regiments and, whether Anglican, Roman Cath-
olic or Nonconformist, agreed that the Army’s view that the chaplain’s place was 
behind the line was completely stupid. Not all chaplains lived with their regiment 
and those who did not were despised for it. Also, all chaplains had the option of 
returning to a parish after one year, a get-home clause that troops lacked, but an 
option that clergy often exercised. That did not go down well either. 

Chaplains were often constrained as to what they could and could not say in ser-
mons. Major-General Sir William Thwaites, speaking after the war, recalled that ‘I 
told them on one occasion that I wanted a bloodthirsty sermon next Sunday, and 
would not have any texts from the New Testament.’ 

Church of England chaplains, officers like other chaplains, had, unlike other chap-
lains, almost all been educated at expensive public schools and the two ancient uni-
versities. They tended to be so different from the enlisted men that it seems ludi-
crous that any of them imagined that any meaningful spiritual communication could 
have existed. And yet, there were some who managed to bridge the gap, men like 
G.A. Studdert Kennedy (nicknamed ‘Woodbine Willie’) and ‘Tubby’ Clayton (who 
founded the Toc H rest house near the Ypres battlefield for soldiers returning from 
the front). Three Anglican chaplains were awarded the Victoria Cross, as were a 
number of clergymen’s sons. The sons of Anglican clergy made up an astonishing 
number of officers, estimated at about 30%, and by 1916 thirteen bishops’ sons had  



died in the conflict. 

The lack of discussion of spiritual matters in diaries (the existence of which was 
forbidden by Army regulations) is striking, especially when compared with German 
diaries, which reflected a greater concern for such things. As has been written, ‘the 
main things on the minds of the men at the front were artillery shells, snipers, 
weather, food, lice, and bathing (or lack thereof). Little space was reserved for dis-
cussion of their church attendance or reflection on the hereafter, or at least the An-
glican version of it.’ 

Of a piece with this is the seeming lack of involvement of the Church of England in 
the lives of many of the troops. A study of the complete collection over four years 
of trench newspapers, including the famous Wipers Times, named for the British 
mispronunciation of the Belgian town of Ypres, shows that they display a marvel-
lous sense of humour and wit, and deal with nearly all aspects of trench life. It also 
shows that there are no direct references to the Church of England, its chaplains or 
members. If the Church were having any meaningful or lasting impact, it seems 
likely that there would have been some mention of it. There was absolutely none. 

The Great War’s British poets like Wilfred Owen and Siegfried Sassoon, were sav-
age in their assault on all churches and the Establishment they represented. They 
said that their rejection was based on the fact that priests and pastors supported the 
government and thus the war, whereas they supported the soldiers and therefore 
humanity. Owen, who had once considered ordination, felt that the duty of the 
Christian church lay in the swift ending of the carnage and his poems reflected this 
conviction more and more as the war progressed. His poetry and that of Sassoon is 
best at powerfully demonstrating the suffering and senselessness of war. While their 
poetry contains many spiritual references, it is much more intent on questioning the 
establishment, including the church, than it is in calling for men to turn to Christ. 

How should we assess the effectiveness of the Church of England during the Great 
War? Church attendance figures initially rose through the 1920s, but fell away again 
in the following decade. But in the end it seems that the Church of England failed in 
its goals to use the great tragedy of the Great War to revitalize itself and re-
evangelize England. While many were positively helped by the Church during the 
war, most Anglican leaders would find little to which they could point with pride. 

Given that a large percentage of the population of Britain was to be found among 
the urban labouring classes, the failure by the Church to connect with these folk, 
who formed the bulk of the armed services, was striking. Urging recruitment from 
the pulpits and preaching messages of hate came to be regretted by some, but in the 
event clergy proved to be as jingoistic as any other sector of society, alas. 

As against that, the Church of England, as the established or state church had been 
loyal to the government and so to the people it represented. Its patriotic support 
seemed to mirror the will of the people. Truth to say, however, the support was not 
reciprocated by the people to the Church, who perhaps had a shrewder understand-
ing than did some bishops and priests that the role of the church has also to include 
following the teachings and example of the Prince of Peace. 

 



Sources: My main source of information was a thesis by Kevin Christopher Fielden, 
entitled The Church of England in the First World War, submitted to East Tennessee 
State University in 2005, augmented by other information garnered from elsewhere 
on the internet. I have not come to the same conclusions as Fielden, whose work can 
be accessed at https://dc.etsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://
uk.search.yahoo.com/&httpsredir=1&article=2237&context=etd 

 

BELLRINGERS WANTED—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 

Want to try a new hobby? If you are aged between 9 and 90 you are welcome to 
come and join us on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the Bell Tower—NO EXPERI-
ENCE NEEDED—tuition given.    

  

 

 

 

Thanet Food Link, which is a registered charity supporting those who find them-
selves without food in Thanet, are currently needing additional volunteers. 

 Because our work has increased over the years, we have recently moved into a 
new warehouse, and so more space now gives us the opportunity to take on more 

volunteers. 

 Help is particularly needed in the warehouse, which involves putting away donat-
ed food and packing food parcels. We have sessions Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednes-

days, and Thursdays in the mornings. 

 Anyone who is interested in helping with the local food bank, to phone 01843 
226832. 

 Any help would be really appreciated.   Love in Christ, 

 Debbie Ellisdon  Thanet Food Link Ltd.  Charity No: 1166696  

nt starts on 14 February and details of Lent groups and subject will appear in the 

next magazine. If you are inter- ested the Thursday Bible 

Study Group will start lent Course on 15 February. Susan 

                                  

https://dc.etsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://uk.search.yahoo.com/&httpsredir=1&article=2237&context=etd
https://dc.etsu.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=https://uk.search.yahoo.com/&httpsredir=1&article=2237&context=etd




CHURCH SERVICES  

Sunday Services 

8am Said Eucharist  Book of Common Prayer 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

10.30am  First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE 

PLEASE NOTE THAT FAMILY SERVICE IN MARCH and APRIL 

WILL BE ON THE 2nd SUNDAY OF THE MONTH 

Weekday Service   

Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)  

Thursday 29th March 9.30am St Saviour’s School Easter Service 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

1st Westgate Rainbows                   Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm 

8th Westgate Brownies                   Fridays 5.30 to 7pm 

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate. 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                       



CHURCH ACTIVITIES  

Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm. 

 

Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring  

Susan 836430 . 

 

 

The Westgate Heritage Centre   

WINTER  OPENING   

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL DUE 1ST JANUARY 2018 

10am to 12 noon on the First Saturday of the month at 10.30am TALK   

Refreshments available.   

SATURDAY 3rd MARCH HERITAGE CENTRE 5th AGM followed by a 

short talk by Dr Dawn Crouch on some artefacts 

Saturday 7th April 10.30am Talk “The Story of Two (or Three) Wills Part2 

 

Church Cleaning   9am to 10am on the 1st Friday of each month.  

 

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church -  Annual Membership Fee only £2 

New members welcome.  Join the  Friends of St Saviour’s church  

Subscription only  £2 per year .  All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the 

church and grounds.  Membership forms at the back of the church or ring  

Christine Attwood Tel 833314 email cattwood2002@yahoo.co.uk 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Friday’s 11.45am to 1pm Church open for refreshments.  

Saturday 10th March 9.30am Posy-making for Mothering Sunday 

Maundy Thursday 29th March 11am Chrism Eucharist Canterbury Cathedral 

Saturday 31st March 9.30am Church decorated for Easter 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 




