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A Letter from The Rev’d Gill Lurie Honorary Assistant Priest
By the time you read this, I will have had a birthday. As it is one of
those with a ‘0’ at the end, the celebrations have been a bit more
than just going out for a meal and believe me, by the time we had
done all the planning, sorting out, buying train tickets and packing, we
were beginning to wish we hadn’t started!! (If you suffer from travel
sickness and don’t want to travel to M/c on a tilting train, have a chat
to Jean – she is an expert on how to do it cross-country, but believe
me, it isn’t easy to find out how!)
December for all of us is a time of preparation, and also to celebrate
a birthday – but a rather more important one than mine! We are preparing in church and at home for the festival of Christmas, the date
decided on to mark the birth of Our Lord Jesus Christ. There are 2
aspects to this, one of which everyone finds easy to understand and
the other which a lot of people find difficult. The first is that we are all
involved in writing cards, planning special meals, buying presents if
we are lucky – even luckier if we receive them –and like my birthday,
sometimes with all the preparations, we think ‘is it all worth it?!!’ Is it
worth it? Yes, of course it is! We are celebrating the birth of our Saviour. It’s a great day. Hope you can all come to the parties in church!
The other aspect is one people do find hard – why don’t we sing
Christmas carols before Christmas? It’s quite simple really – firstly,
December is a season of preparation of ourselves as well as our larders, so it is a season of remembering all the lead up to the birth of
Christ. Secondly, when someone in your house has a birthday, do
you sing ‘Happy Birthday to you’ for a month before the day? I
thought not! It takes the ‘specialness’ out of the occasion if you do it
all before. So we save the Christmas carols until Christmas.
Some years ago, I spent Christmas with friends in Bavaria. On Christmas Eve, we went to the Protestant church service at 6 pm, and sang
‘Silent Night’. It was snowing outside, and it was really lovely. Then
we went back to my friends’ house, and we had our Christmas dinner
– venison, not turkey. After dinner, we had a little service round the

Night’. That was followed by exchanging gifts. At Midnight, off we
went again in the snow to the Roman Catholic service and guess
what we sang – Silent Night!! Next day was Christmas day and to me,
not being from the Bavarian tradition, it was a really big letdown.
Nothing special or different happened – we’d done it all the night before. It was a ‘non-day’!
I hope you all have a very Happy and Blessed Christmas and that we
will see many of you at the church services over Christmas tide. If you
can restrain yourselves from celebrating all month, the day itself with
be all the more special!!
Revd Gill Lurie

THE FRIENDS OF ST SAVIOUR’S COFFEE MORNING
The coffee morning will take place on Saturday 26th January 2013
In church. This is the occasion when subscriptions for the coming
year are renewed .
We particularly welcome people who are interested in joining us at a
cost of £2 per year. All monies collected go towards the upkeep of
the church and grounds of St Saviour’s.
Application forms are available in church.
Susan Bennett

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father” ,
For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”

Please pray for - Jenny, Jean Pearson, Tina, Phyll, Mary, Jeffery, Julie,
Joan Howard-Field, Doreen Ranson, Evelyn, John Tebbutt-Ford, Tony,
Shirley, Tana

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray
for their families and friends

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”

Vera Smith,

Sheila Brace, Gabrielle Watson-Jones

CHURCHWARDEN’S REPORT
I would like to remind you all that Bishop Trevor is coming to St. Saviour’s to
take our Christmas Day Service on Tuesday, 25th December, 2012 at
10.30am. The service will be a Eucharist service with carols, and Bishop Trevor will be invited to join us after the service for mince pies and drinks.
We do hope that many of you will be able to come and meet the Bishop.

No doubt you are all wondering what the up to date position is with regard
to the appointment of a new House for Duty priest. All I can tell you at present is that shortlisting has taken place and there will be more information
available following our PCC meeting tonight, Monday 26th November.
As this information will not be available in time for The Link, a message will
be given out in church on Sunday morning.

May I remind you that we do need more cleaners for a short time (approx. 1
hour) twice per month.
Unfortunately, illness has diminished our number recently, but we do think
it is important that we welcome our congregation and visitors into a clean
and well-cared for church. If you are able to give any time on a regular basis
please come and see me. Every little helps. Thank you.

As the year comes to an end, I would to thank Gill and Susan and all the assistant clergy for giving us so much help during the interregnum. We are
most grateful. It is good to know that they are all willing to continue to help
us in the New Year.

With love, Brenda

Brenda wishes everyone a Very Happy Christmas and a
Peaceful New Year
Joy & Len Palmer take this opportunity to wish everyone a very Happy, Healthy Christmas & a Peaceful New
Year throughout the world.
I would like to wish all my friends and Church Family a Happy
Christmas, and all Good Wishes for the New Year, Jenny Wright
Pearl & Arthur wish all our friends at St Saviour’s a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. Sorry that we cannot be with you more often
Christmas greetings and Best Wishes for the New Year from Dot Goodey
Peggy Vale wishes all friends at St Saviour’s a Happy Christmas & a
Peaceful New Year
Wishing everyone a Happy Xmas and New Year from Beryl
Wishing you all you wish yourselves for Christmas and the New Year
from Edna
The Neve Family send Christmas greetings and Best Wishes for 2013.

NEWS FROM ST SAVIOUR’S CHURCH of ENGLAND SCHOOL
Words relating to ‘servant’ and ‘service’ are central in Christian theology. Some of
the most important prophecies in Isaiah speak of the coming of the ‘Servant of the
Lord’ and his role as a ‘suffering servant.’ That is why Jesus said that he ‘came not
to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.’
We are always seeking ways of further developing collective worship at St Saviour’s.
With this aim in mind we have handed over Friday’s celebration assembly entirely
to the children! They have been doing a superb job, mainly led by the older children. This provides an excellent role model for the younger children and demonstrates the commitment to our core value of ‘community’ through service as a leader of collective worship.
Some of the prayers they have written each week are truly inspiring and very
thoughtful. I would like to share some of them with you:
Dear Lord, Please help us in our education. Help all the students in
different schools to learn so they have an education and a good life.
Amen
Dear Lord, Thank you for all our special talents and thank you for
making us special in our own little ways. Amen
Dear God, Thank you for our food and water. Thank you for nature
and our world. Thank you for our family and friends. Sorry for not
caring when I should. Amen
It is lovely to read the many reasons that children are recognised in the course of
the week, which are celebrated every Friday with the whole school community. ‘For
writing a great beginning to a story’ ‘Always trying hard and having a great attitude’
For being kind hearted and looking after people’ ‘For being really enthusiastic in
science’ ‘For overcoming her fears’
“Everybody can be great. Because anybody can serve. You don't have to have a college degree to serve. You don't have to make your subject and your verb agree to
serve.... You don't have to know the second theory of thermodynamics in physics to
serve. You only need a heart full of grace. A soul generated by love. ”
Martin Luther King, Jr.
Jane Troth December 2012

THE REMEMBRANCE SERVICE 11th NOVEMBER
The Rev’d David Chance officiated at our Remembrance Service on Sunday 11th
November 2012, assisted by The Rev’d Pat Westbrook. The service was well
attended and began with the standards of the various organisations being presented. We had Rainbows, brownies, Beavers, Cubs and Scouts and representatives from our usual organisations. We continued with The Service of Light when
Douglas lit the Easter Candle.
This year the names of The Fallen were read out by Christine Attwood. The exhortation was read out by Brian from United Services Club followed by Ruth with the
reply.. This was followed by a wonderfully clear version of The Last Post & Reveille- (The sound was superb & we thank Graham, Valda, Ruth & Douglas for organising this) during which we had the 2 minute silence.
A collection was then taken, the proceeds of which went to The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. The reading by Eleanor was taken from the Gospel of St
Matthew followed by an address by the Rev’d David Chance. He told us the story
of St Martin who became a Roman soldier - it was fun for the children to see David produce a glove puppet dressed in Roman attire. He explained the story of the
red cloak that he was wearing & how St Martin had ripped it in half & gave the
other half to the poor & needy traveller. The 11th November is St Martins Heavenly Birthday. David also explained many other interesting facts during his address which were of great interest.
This was then followed with prayers from Christine Bolger. Time for the last hymn
during which the Standards were returned followed by singing of The National
Anthem.
Graham Neve (Crucifer) then led us down to the War Memorial at the sea front to
celebrate the Service there. It was a wonderfully clear and crisp day & we all
stood in the sunshine & remembered those brave souls who had given their lives
for us all.
Joy Palmer

From the Membership Secretary of Westgate Heritage Centre
After what a former Westgate-on-Sea resident called a “splendid occasion” on 6th October, completed membership applications have been arriving steadily at our temporary postal address. Subscriptions had been
received from more than thirty members within a fortnight of the forms
becoming available and, in recognition of the marvellous work she has
done for the Heritage Centre over the past five years, the Committee
unanimously appointed Dr Dawn Crouch as our first member.
The Heritage Centre offers yearly membership, which includes an exclusive quarterly newsletter, history walks and many free or discounted talks.
Membership for the period from now until 31st December 2013 is £6 for
individuals and £10 for two or more members living at the same address.
The subscription is reduced by £1 for those wishing to receive the newsletter by email.
Non-members will continue to be welcomed but, in future, we are suggesting donations of £1 for “drop in” days and £2 for “talk days”. Please
note the suggested donations are not to be regarded as an admission fee
to the church building. Volunteers on “drop in” days are very sensitive to
the needs of those who either want to spend some quiet time in church or
just want to look round the building.
The Committee hope that members of the Church Family will feel able to
support the future work of the Heritage Centre by applying for membership. The application forms are available from me.
Christine Attwood

From the Treasurer
OCTOBER 2012 Monthly Financial Review

In October RECEIPTS amounted to £23,068

This includes the receipt of £13,032 which was withdrawn from the Deposit
Fund in order to pay John Corley the final bill for the West Window repair
work.

We made PAYMENTS of £2,601

Assistant Clergy fees amounted to £246.

This resulted in an operating SURPLUS of £20,467.

FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND)

The Flower fund now stands at £305.

Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer)

CHURCH FAIRS
Details of the outcome of the Autumn Fair on November 16th were announced at the following day's Services and details are given in copies of
notices inside and outside the church. However, for those who missed them
here they are, taken from the notice: -

“WE RAISED NEARLY £700 OVERALL TODAY. As follows: From the Fair: White Elephant Stall (Dot, Shirley, Brian)

£63.90

Art/Cards (Susan Woolley)

£ 7.75

Toy Tombola (Valda, Graham)

£48.27

Homemade Food (Bobbie, Fred)

£66.55

Rainbows (Alyssa, Bethany, Ruth, Lorna)

£20.50

Puzzles and Cards (Gill, Pauline)

£48.50

Ladies Circle : Guess The Doll and Hamper (Sue, Chris)

£44.00

Ladies Circle: Clothes, Bric a Brac

£46.40

Books (Tony)

£15.60

Refreshments (Bett, Susan)

£45.60

Tombola (Jane, Barry)

£41.00

Raffle (Brenda, Peggy)

£82.00
TOTAL £530.07
Donation

£52.00

GRAND TOTAL
£ 582.07
The Friends’ Stall (Joy, Dawn, Eleanor) brought in about a further £110.00,
thus giving the overall total of about £700.”

Since the above was written, Brenda has received another donation.
After every Fair I look back to see how we have fared – no pun intended compared with the previous year, and I thought this time that it might be of
interest to summarise what I have found from going back further in time.

Since the late '90s, income from Fairs has averaged somewhere in the region of £600-£800, taking into account the monies accounted for separately
by the Friends, and donations. The best events were the Summer Boot Fair
and Fete in 1999 held on the School playing field when £1777 was raised,
whilst the Fair and Fete the previous year and the Christmas Fair in 2006
both raised £1,000. Otherwise the Summer and Autumn/Christmas Fair
figures have ranged from £320 to over £860 (December 2010), but income
between £600 - £800 is the norm.
So much hard work is put in by so many people into planning and preparation for the Fairs and their individual stalls. I found it sad to be reminded
of so many loyal church members and friends who year in and year out
were stalwart participants in the Fairs but who are with us no longer. But it
is equally encouraging for the life of our church that newer faces have replaced them. Again, on behalf of the PCC, thanks to all involved in one
way or another, and particularly the principal organisers – currently Susan
Bennett – to whom we owe particular thanks, not least in arranging for sorting and delivery to charity of materials left over once the Fairs are over.
Alan Clark

URGENTLY NEEDED FOR CHURCH
A GOOD QUALITY SECOND HAND REFRIGERATOR

OVER 55?
THE WESTGATE COMMUNITY CENTRE OVER 55’s
MEETS EVERY WEDNESDAY FROM 2pm
AT
THE COMMUNITY CENTRE
LYMINGTON ROAD
BINGO , QUIZ’s , BEETLE DRIVES, DARTS
And other activities
LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU
PHONE 833956 FOR MORE INFORMATION

During the past year I have been studying for a Diploma to become a
Foot Health Professional. I have just returned from the SMAE Institute
in Maidenhead where I have undertaken 2 weeks of Clinical Practice
practicing on real patients! I am pleased that I have passed and gained
the Diploma and now I am nearly ready to start practising in the community. If you or any of your friends and family are in need of some
treatment for your feet please contact me. Ph No 01843 836088 or
07554006928 and leave a message with your phone number so that I
can contact you. Thank you. Christine Bolger.

4 at 4
Every fourth Sunday at 4 p.m. for one hour, a group of ecumenical
Christians meet to pray and enjoy a cup of tea. The location is at All
Saints Church, Westbrook and all are welcome.

Church Grounds Clearance
Weather was not kind to us this year in going about our annual Autumn trimming and cutting of hedges and bushes and tidying up generally so far as
possible. Perhaps the fact that we had to start rather later in October than
usual may not have helped, but there was much other very welcome church
activity taking place on Saturdays this October (Relaunch of the Heritage
Centre; the Reception for the local shopkeepers and others who had helped
with fund-raising for the West Wall; the in-depth church cleaning on October
20th following completion of that work). So we couldn’t get going until the
last Saturday in the month and once started then, to add to a strong wind,
down came the rain. The following Saturday was preceded by such a wet
night that some of us gave it a miss altogether – or defected to Dawn's Heritage Centre talk - although others valiantly turned out; whilst on the third attempt on the following Saturday we once again got started and – you've
guessed it – down came the rain once more. The following Saturday was the
Autumn Fair which of course took priority.
However, thanks to the hard work of the gallant band of workers variously
for some or all of the time - Lorna and Philip Oliver, Valda, Graham and
Douglas Neve, David Norman, Nicholas and me, (plus Ann with coffee and
biscuits on the first day) - we have managed to tidy up the grounds on St
Mildred's Road, Westgate Bay Avenue and Ivanhoe Road, whilst Philip and
Douglas were even able make a start on the major work needed on the south
side adjacent to the Town Hall building.
We’ve agreed that we've shot our bolt for now if we want to get on with other things in our lives on Saturdays, but may see what can be done in the New
Year before the Spring growth starts and birds start nesting. In the meantime
I shall continue to try to find out who the dog walkers are who are not cleaning up after their pets, and also try to ensure that the litter (sweet packets,
beer cans and the like) deposited over the walls is kept under some control.
Thanks to all those above for their very hard work.
Alan Clark

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday in month - FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

HI KENT! For all your hearing needs

A new service!Your local clinic is held at
Westgate Library, Minster Road on the Fourth Wednesday of every month
2 to 3pm .
For details speak to Mrs Jean Glover

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
St Saviour’s Ladies Circle
Meets in church 2 to 4pm
The third Wednesday in the month
Wednesday 19th December - Christmas meal
Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
The Westgate Heritage Centre
WINTER PROGRAMME
On the first Saturday of each month 10.30am to 12.30pm
There is a Talk at 11am
Saturday 1st December 2012
11am Talk “Out of sight and out of mind”
Saturday 5th January 2013
11am Talk “St James’ Church, Westgate, (Usually known now as
St James’ Garlinge)”
Mothers Union St Saviour’s Westgate Branch
Church Cleaning

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Tuesday 18th December 7pm St Saviour’s School Carol Concert in
church. All welcome.
Thursday 20th December 1.45pm St Saviour’s School Carol Service.
All welcome .

Sunday 6th January FAMILY SERVICE

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL CHORISTERS
A DATE FOR YOUR 2013 DIARIES
The last minute cancellation of the Choristers' Concert last
December due to the sickness of Dr David Flood, Cathedral Organist and Master of the Choristers, was a very
great disappointment. However, David promised to bring
the Choristers back to St Saviours when their very busy
diary allowed.
We are pleased to say that the Concert is now arranged
for Saturday July 6th 2013 in the evening. A date next
March was offered but this would have fallen within Lent
and we thought that a Summer's evening would be a
much more suitable occasion, with the church looking at
its best, and with the long Summer evenings.
Further details much nearer the time.
Ann and Alan Clark
LADIES CIRCLE CAROL SERVICE
WEDNESDAY 5th DECEMBER in church
2pm to 4pm

EVERYBODY WELCOME

Come and enjoy the Festive Season early

