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A Letter from The Rev’d. Barbara Way
Greetings from Westgate Vicarage
Sunshine at last – as I write it is here! Earlier this week there was a stunning
rainbow – almost a circle right across the sky, and seeming to be very close;
in fact there was a double rainbow with a second more faint one alongside.
Rainbows are symbolic of God’s love for us, right back into the earliest documents of the Christian faith. Scientifically, they are also, of course, where
the sunlight is bent through the water, and so showing the various colours
that make up natural light. To many of us, a rainbow is special on both
counts.
This month, we think about the Spring-time, about Ascension-tide and Pentecost or Whitsun. It is a time when Jesus left his friends and disciples to go
to God in a way that was heralded by the Transfiguration – a vision given to
three of his friends, of Jesus transformed into glory in the company of Moses and Elijah. This was to be now their real experience, forty days after
Easter, to see Jesus taken away from them.
This though was not like the terrible experience of the crucifixion. This was
glorious and yet quiet and certainly not violent and horrific. It also came
with a promise that the Holy Spirit would come and would strengthen the
disciples to speak and to witness and to minister in the name of Jesus.
Ten days later it happened! The disciples were gathered and the Holy Spirit
of God came to them and they found themselves able to conquer their fear
and to speak and tell many people about Jesus and about the things that he
did. They were able to communicate so effectively about the things of God
and about Jesus being the Saviour, that people with other languages understood them. Their meaning of their words became crystal clear to those
listening. Many understood so deeply and were touched so profoundly, that
they became new believers and their numbers grew very quickly.
The gospel of Jesus really mattered to these people. They believed that
their lives would change if they allowed the Spirit to work in them and that
is certainly what happened. We might ask if our faith matters that much to
us or if it is just something we can take or leave as the mood takes us. I
would like to say that the Christian faith can be the most worthwhile and

challenging and joyful way to live that you can possibly imagine. Our Lord
invites you to say “yes” to him.

The Church is here to help us live the Christian life and to meet in order to
worship the living Lord. If you would like to know more or perhaps are
wondering how to move forward in The Christian life, do come and worship in church on Sunday or contact me to talk about your faith and your
next possible step in faith.
God bless you this Pentecost, which this year is on 19th May.
- Barbara
Christian Aid week is coming up again. We will have envelopes in church
for your donations - please give as generously as you can. Yes, times are
hard, but they are harder still in Syria and the refugee camps!!
The Christian Aid Challenge for this year is to live for 5 days spending just £1 a
day on food. Gill Lurie has a leaflet if you want to do this as a sponsored event.
Otherwise, just try it for yourself. Perhaps you would like to put the balance of
what you would have spent in your Christian Aid envelope..........

Nicholas Clark
Alan and I would like to thank everyone who sent, or brought to us, especially
chosen cards, letters, flowers (some flowers were left on our doorstep) and soup
on the death of our beloved son Nicholas. Also for the hugs, when no words
could be found, and the many phone calls just saying" How are you doing?". We
were overwhelmed when we walked into the Crematorium and saw so many
friends from the Church sitting there.
The remembrance of Nicholas in Church and the prayers for us helped a lot, and
all the private prayers said for us too. You all may feel you did not do much, but
all together it amounted to a huge comfort.
Thank you so much, Ann and Alan.

Family Service Sunday 5th May
Come and sow the seeds and help us grow at our Rogation Family Service.
The service will last about 45 minutes consisting of singing , acting , reading and learning with the children participating .
This will then be followed by refreshments and activities for those who
wish to participate.
EVERYONE WELCOME come and join us on this journey!
FAMILY SERIVCE IN JUNE will be SUNDAY JUNE 2nd

NOVENA of PRAYER
The diocese of Canterbury has published a prayer which the Bishop is encouraging us all to use every day between The Ascension (Thursday 9th
May) and Pentecost or Whitsun (Sunday 19th May). If you would like to do
this from the Friday until the Saturday week (between the two festivals)
you would be joining in with Anglican Christians right across the diocese.
The prayer is as follows
Ever-loving God
You call us into human Being,
and we find our purpose
in belonging to you and to one another.
Speak afresh to us as we listen and wait,
Rekindle our imaginations and reshape us in your image.
For you live in communion as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father” ,
Sunday 7th April

Matilda Mary Rowe

Sunday 21st April Jennifer Rebecca Cook
Sunday 28th April Archie Russell Ronald Martin

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”

Please pray for - Jenny, Tina, Phyll, Evelyn, Tony, Doreen Ranson,
Marie, Dot, Kit, Daphne, Phaedra, Jeffery

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray
for their families and friends
Nicholas Clark,

Geoffrey Ash, Albert Czeszniewski

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”

Irene Williment, Wilfred Dean, Rand Austen, Norman Williams

CHURCHWARDEN’S REPORT
Since March 5th when Barbara was licensed as House for Duty, Assistant Curate,
with special responsibility for St. Saviour’s, and Andrew was welcomed to share
the Parish Ministry, changes have taken place which I am sure you will have
noticed.
The Ministry of the Parish is now becoming very much shared as we continue to
welcome Barbara and Andrew sharing most of the services and occasional offices, with Susan continuing to play an important part. We also continue to welcome Revd. Pat Westbrook who is taking the first wedding on June 1 st, Revd.
John Cheeseman who is taking some Friday services and four weddings, Revd.
David Chance who is taking an 8am BCP service and 10.30am Eucharist in June
and Revd. Derek Duncanson who is our guest preacher at the Patronal Festival
in July. It is good to know that they are all still pleased to help us as they were
in the interregnum.
We are all aware that we are being guided by the principles of commitment to
grow spiritually and numerically, to reimagine ministry and to work in partnership with local communities. St. Saviour’s church has already expressed an aspiration to encourage the younger members of the community and to enhance
the life of the church and its presence in Westgate and Thanet.
On Sunday, 5th May, you will notice that the leadership of the Family Service will
be shared by a team of those who have a special aspiration to encourage the
younger generation. We hope and pray that our congregation of mixed ages will
be able to support and join in the service with a glad heart, even if there are
only a few children. If you have any ideas please share them with us.
There are also some changes in the membership of the Parochial Church Council. We welcome Christine Bolger who has been elected as an Assistant Church
Warden. We welcome Thelma Franks as a Deanery Synod Representative and,
ex officio, as a PCC member and we welcome Anne Bartlett who already helps in
many ways in the church.
If any of you feel you could play a part in the life of the church in any way,
please do come and talk to Barbara, Joy, Christine (Bolger) or myself. If you
have any suggestions to make we would love to hear from you, especially at this
time of change and new beginnings.
With love,
Brenda

“Better three hours too soon than a minute too late.”
William Shakespeare
I am sure I have written about the cycle of each school year and the forward planning that has to take place! As I write this, it is the 23 rd April - St George’s Day and
the date that many historians believe Shakespeare was born in 1564, being also the
same day he died in 1616.
I am delighted to share with you that St Saviour’s Church of England Junior School
and Cliftonville Primary and working on a project in the late summer term through
to the end of October 2013. The Shakespeare Schools Festival (SSF) is an inclusive,
non-competitive festival. Four schools a night perform 30-minute plays in their local professional theatre; we will be using the Gulbenkian Theatre in Canterbury.
SSF provide the scripts, resources, training and framework needed to direct Shakespeare with our children. Miss Gee, our Year 5 teacher & drama specialist at St
Saviour’s, is leading ‘Macbeth’ and Miss Barnett, a talented teaching assistant at
Cliftonville, is directing ‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’.
This is a really exciting project and shows that, with the right support, primary
school children can understand and perform Shakespeare.
The Festival offers a learning opportunity for teachers as well as pupils, providing
staff with the confidence and skills to tackle both the language and the production
of some of Shakespeare’s most exciting plays.
As we get ready for the Festival including writing letters to parents, organising
coaches, arranging an after school drama club, etc one of Shakespeare’s quotes
seems particularly relevant…
…“Better three hours too soon than a minute too late.”
Jane Troth

Headteacher
St Saviour’s Church of England School

From the Treasurer
March 2013 Monthly Financial Review
In March RECEIPTS amounted to £2,575.
A Gift Aid Tax refund of £253 was received and £224 was collected at the Licensing Service on behalf of the Diocesan Training Fund.
We made PAYMENTS of £6,299.
£3,000 was paid into our Deposit Account and £140 was spent on fuel for the
vicarage during the Interregnum.
This resulted in an operating DEFICIT of £3,724, which was covered by the current
account.
FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND)
The Flower fund stands at £299.
CHURCH HEATING AND NORTH WINDOW (DESIGNATED FUNDS)
The amounts in these funds stand at £70 and £20 respectively.
Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer)

Thank You
A very big Thank You to everyone who contributed in any way to my retirement
party and gifts last month - my 2nd retirement in fact, and I enjoyed it so much I
may have to come back and have another later!!
It was a total surprise, so well done everyone, not least for arranging it all right
under my nose without my noticing!
I shall really enjoy spending my Amazon token over the next months. The food is
already disappearing quite rapidly and enjoyably. I just hope it doesn’t reappear
on my hips…….
Thank you again.
Love to everyone
Gill Lurie

Church Annual Meetings
The Annual Vestry Meeting was held on Saturday 13th April. Brenda Carter was
elected Church Warden for another year.

This was followed by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting at which Anne Bartlett and Christine Bolger were elected to serve on the PCC for 3 years. Thelma
Franks was elected to serve on the Deanery Synod for one year. She joins Alan
Clark who is already a member of the Deanery Synod.

The PCC now consists of

Revd Barbara Way
Brenda Carter

– Church Warden and Treasurer

Alan Clark

– Lay Vice-chair and Minute Secretary

Jean Glover

– Secretary

Joy Palmer

– Assistant Warden

Christine Bolger – Assistant Warden
Graham Neve

– Gift Aid Coordinator

Anne Bartlett
Christine Attwood

The meeting was attended by about 20 people and was preceded by coffee. The
Annual Report was presented and Barbara thanked all those who had been involved in helping St Saviour’s in any way, and gave us her views for the future.

If you have not already seen a copy of the Report, there are a few left at the back
of church. Please take one.
Jean Glover, PCC Secretary

DIAMOND CONGRATULATIONS
I’m sure that everyone connected with St Saviour’s will wish to join in sending
our love and warmest congratulations to a vey special couple – Arthur and Pearl
Dobson – on the occasion of the Diamond Wedding, which they celebrate on 2 nd
May.
Those of you who have only come to St Saviour’s in the last few years will not
have had the pleasure and privilege of meeting Pearl, whose decreasing mobility
has meant that she can no longer attend church – something that I know is a
matter of great sadness to her. Some of you will not know Arthur well, for his
failing health has meant that he is less able to attend than he used to do. This
couple, were, however, for many years stable pillars of our church and we, at St
Saviour’s owe them a great debt.
Arthur was churchwarden for ten years and served on the PCC for many more.
Pearl was a staunch supporter of the Mothers’ Union, made wonderful cakes for
social occasions and for stalls at Bazaars and arranged flowers in the Morgan
window in the Memorial Chapel amongst other things. Together they were
founder members of the Friends of St Saviour’s and have supported it ever since.
Arthur’s sense of duty remained with him when he retired as churchwarden and
I shall be eternally grateful to him for the support and help which he gave me
over the fourteen years that I was in office. He was always there when I (or anybody else) needed him. He was, deservedly, given the title of Churchwarden
Emeritus and when, in 2002 when the church was in interregnum, Harold Bonner
died suddenly on the morning after he had been admitted as Churchwarden in
Canterbury Cathedral, Arthur stepped into the breach and returned to office to
serve as warden at a very difficult and busy time.
Arthur and Pearl met when they were evacuees in Chase Terrace in Staffordshire. They had gone there with their school, St John’s Margate, although they
didn’t know each other then. They met up in the park one day. However, they
did not become childhood sweethearts, for it was ten years after their return to
Thanet in 1943, that they were married. They set up home in Westgate and established a flourishing and popular business at the Regency Café in Station Road,
to the benefit of both the town, for Arthur became a much respected member of
the Businessmen’s Club, and St Saviour’s Church.
They suffered a great tragedy in 1994 when their only son, Paul, was killed in an
accident in Italy, but they have received great joy from their daughter, grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Their lives of service have reflected their Christian
faith and their marriage remained faithful to the vows they took so long ago that
“forsaking all other” they would keep each other “in sickness and in health”.
“May the Lord bless them and keep them, make his face to shine upon them…
and to give them peace” Dawn Crouch

St Saviour Church
Update on the repairs to the window at the west end of
the north wall
Earlier this year I reported that urgent repairs had become necessary to the mullions and the stone tracery above, due to recent cracks appearing which were in
fact collapsing fractures.
Following the tendering process, the PCC accepted the tender from Pierra Restoration Ltd for the sum of £4984 plus VAT. Fortunately the cost is just below the
limit above which a Faculty would need to be obtained from the Diocesan Registrar, adding £230 to the cost. Also Pierra Restoration Ltd undertook the repairs
to the west wall and window last year.
I am delighted to report that the works will now commence on 13 May and will
be completed by 7 June 2013. The work will take place outside of normal Heritage Centre events and church services.
The overall cost including VAT and professional fees is likely to be in the region
of £8000. A dedicated fund for donations towards the cost of the repairs has
been set up. Please contact the churchwarden for details

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL CHORISTERS
A DATE FOR YOUR 2013 DIARIES
The last minute cancellation of the Choristers' Concert last December due to
the sickness of Dr David Flood, Cathedral Organist and Master of the Choristers, was a very great disappointment. However, David promised to bring the
Choristers back to St Saviours when their very busy diary allowed.
We are pleased to say that the Concert is now arranged for Saturday July 6 th
2013 in the evening. A date next March was offered but this would have fallen within Lent and we thought that a Summer's evening would be a much
more suitable occasion, with the church looking at its best, and with the long
Summer evenings.
Further details much nearer the time.
Ann and Alan Clark

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
St Saviour’s Ladies Circle
Meets in church 2 to 4pm
The third Wednesday in the month
Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
The Westgate Heritage Centre
SUMMER PROGRAMME
Open from !st May Wednesdays and Saturdays 10am to 12 noon
Saturday 4th May 10.30am- “Lighting the Town” Part 1 by Gas
Saturday 1st June 10.30am Talk “Lighting the Town” Part 2 by Electricity
Refreshments available.
Mothers Union St Saviour’s Westgate Branch
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the
church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Saturday 26th May PLANT SALE 8am to 12 noon

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am SUNDAY 5th May FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service

Thursday 9th May 11am Ascension Day
Holy Communion

Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

HI KENT! For all your hearing needs

A new service!Your local clinic is held at
Westgate Library, Minster Road on the Fourth Wednesday of every month
2 to 3pm .
For details speak to Mrs Jean Glover

WESTGATE DOCTORS SURGERY new telephone number is
03000 426426 - a local rate call
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

