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A Letter from The Rev’d. Barbara Way 

Greetings from Westgate Vicarage 
 

It seems a long time ago, but it was only 31st May and the 1st June, that I 
was at a conference held by the diocese of Canterbury in the Cathedral and 
surrounding grounds.  Many people came from different parishes across 
East Kent and there were three of us there from this parish of Westgate-on-
Sea. 

There were many different talks and workshops, not least a talk by the MP 
The Hon David Lammy, called “Out of the Ashes”, in which he gave an in-
spiring address, referring to the riots in Tottenham in 2011, and addressing 
the roe that family, education and faith have to play as we try and re-
imagine community in the 21st century. Melvin Bragg gave a talk on the his-
tory and value of the King James translation of The Bible, to which William 
Tyndale was a major, but unsung, contributor.  He explored its wide and 
profound influence on so much in our culture, not least the concept of de-
mocracy itself. 

The workshops and the worship added to what was a most inspiring couple 
of days, as many Christians came together to share issues of faith and prac-
tice in our churches, not least how welcoming we are and exploring differ-
ent ways of how ministry can work in today’s church. There was inspiration-
al ideas on children’s spirituality and how to respect and honour that.   

The whole conference was geared up to speak to the concept of re-
imagining ways of ministry, so that our church may speak to people in to-
day’s society, and re-assess the role and the purpose that we have. 

In Westgate, we are fortunate to live in a village environment, with many of 
the facilities that often go with towns, such as the varied shops, the station, 
several churches, social clubs, schools and churches, a nursery, a library, a 
pub and several eating places, residential homes and a number of clubs and 
societies, not to mention several meeting halls.  It is a good place to be, I 
have discovered, and it is for all of us to keep it that way and to develop 
more ways of making community. 

We for our part seem to have a number of events coming up, which are 
listed.  More about some of them appear on other pages.  

 



Forthcoming Events 
 

Saturday 6th July at 7.00 pm – a concert by the Choristers of Canterbury Ca-
thedral.  Do come to what promises to be a most enjoyable evening, with a 
wide selection of music.  £10 including light refreshments.   

Sunday 7th July at 10.30 am:  Family Service with story, songs and things to 
do.  Open to all.  About 45 minutes.  Coffee and soft drinks to follow 

The weekend of 27th and 28th July – the Church’s Birthday.   

Gift Day on the Saturday – please give generously. 

Celebratory Communion service on Sunday 28th July at 10.30 am.   

   Celebrant: Revd Susan Wing.  Preacher: Revd Derek Duncanson 
 

Saturday 3rd August from late afternoon for 2 weeks: exhibition from the 
Art Society in church. 

Sunday 4th August at 10.30 am:  Family Service with story, songs and things 
to do. Open to all. About 45 minutes. Coffee and soft drinks to follow. 

Sunday 29th September at 3.30 pm – Michaelmas Songs of Praise 

Come to church and sing some favourite hymns. 

The Heritage Centre is in church as usual every Wednesday and Saturday 
morning from 10 am until 12 noon.  The first Saturday morning in the 
month includes a talk by Dr. Dawn Crouch. 

We look forward to seeing you at any of these events. 
 

Thank you to all who came to the summer fayre, held on 29th June.  Around 
£360 was made plus money on the Friends of St. Saviour’s stall.  Final total 
will be well over £400.  Thanks to Susan and all who put in so much work to 
make it a success.  It was a most enjoyable and social occasion as well as a 
good money raiser.   
 

God bless you - Barbara  



FROM THE REGISTERS 

For those Baptised 

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”  , 

Sunday  9th June     Heath Alan, Sofia Joanne and Olivia Rose Bevan 

                

For those joined in Holy Matrimony 

“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they 

may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to 

each other” 

Saturday  1st June    Katherine and Mark 

Saturday   22nd June    Natalie and Ben 

The Sick 

“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit” 

Please pray for  -  Jenny,  Tina,  Phyll,  Evelyn, Tony,   Doreen Ranson,    

Daphne, Phaedra, Jeffery, Anne, Annie 

 

The Departed 

“Lord now lettest thou thy servant  depart in peace, according to thy word” 

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray 

for their families and friends 

William Frederick CHRISTIAN - Joe,    Charlie Goddard 

 

 

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for 

giving them to us”    

Doreen Donaldson 

                                                                                                                              



Choristers' Concert, July 6th
 

We are now in the build-up to the Concert, and you will see on another 
page of “The Link” a copy of the fliers about it.  These are now at the back 
of the Church.  Please take one away for yourself, for friends and other con-
tacts who may be interested in coming.  There will also be posters on our 
Church Noticeboards and elsewhere.  Tickets will be on sale at the Summer 
Fair and at the Heritage Centre, and our own contact details for them are 
also on the flier. 

We are welcoming a team of top choristers and one of the leading organ-
ists in the country.   David Flood will be sending us details of the music 
nearer the time, and full programmes for all will be ready on the night.  To 
judge by the concert planned for December 2011 -  cancelled as you may 
recall because of David's illness - we can look forward to a really great 
evening of music suitable for most tastes (last time Carols, Purcell, Bach 
and others, through to Andrew Lloyd Webber, Cy Coleman, Jobim and 
more). 

This will be a memorable occasion.  Stewart Willmott hopes to have the 
church bells rung to welcome everyone as they arrive, and with any luck we 
shall have a beautiful summer evening so that we can open the west doors 
and take our light refreshments outside afterwards if we wish, just as we 
did when David gave an Organ Recital here in 2004. 

Ann and Alan Clark  

THE FRIENDS OF ST SAVIOUR’S 

Our annual Strawberry Tea was held in church on Saturday 15th June.   

It was well attended, the strawberries were lovely & everyone enjoyed 
themselves.  The raffle organised by Dot Goody  proved very popular & 
made the sum of £48 which included a £20 donation. Thanks to all those 
who provided raffle prizes.  Ticket sales made £130 towards our funds. 

Thanks to Joy Palmer our main organiser of this event.  Thanks also to Lor-
na Oliver who provided teas & coffees, to Jane Pink selling tickets, to Anne 
& John Bartlett serving & washing up & to everyone else who contributed 
to the success of this lovely afternoon.          Susan Bennett  (Chairperson) 

 





Heritage Centre Summer Programme 

 

Just to remind everyone that Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre is now open 

between 10am and 12 noon on Wednesday and Saturday mornings until 

the end of August. Please note that the talk on 6th July will take place at 

Christchurch URC in Westgate Bay Avenue. 

Dr Dawn Crouch will continue to give her monthly talks on the first Saturday 

of the month and all are welcome to pop in during the other Saturday 

mornings and on Wednesdays to see our archives and ask questions. Very 

nice refreshments are also available.  

The volunteers who staff the pop in mornings enjoy the chance to get to 

know our members better and improve our historical knowledge.  

We also have special visitors from time to time. For example, Gary and Ali-

son “popped in” on 11th May because it was their 27th Wedding Anniversary 

and were delighted to find the church building open. We are looking for-

ward to their return visit as they have promised to bring their wedding pho-

tos. 

Christine Attwood 
Membership Secretary 
 

SATURDAY 6th JULY HERITAGE  CENTRE TALK MORNING 
CHANGE OF VENUE 

 

SATURDAY  6 th JULY  :  
 
The monthly talk will be at Christ Church URC because St Saviour’s 
will be being prepared for the evening concert. 
 
The subject for the talk at 10.30 a.m. is relevant to both churches as 
it is on the laying of the foundation stones 130 years ago. 



CHURCHWARDEN’S  REPORT 

I am pleased to be able to report that we raised £443.00 for St. Saviour’s Church at 
the Fayre on Saturday morning.  This included some very generous donations for 
which we are grateful. £73.42  was also raised for the Friends of St. Saviour’s.  

I would like to thank Su Bennett and all those who helped at the Fayre and those 
who came to support us. 

However, I am sure we all appreciate how much hard work was put into achieving 
these results. 

Also, we had expected that we would be welcoming many more visitors through-
out the morning and had catered for them accordingly.   

Maybe we could have a few small stalls for a sale at the Gift Day morning on Satur-
day, 27th July, 2013,  10.00 am -  12noon in addition to refreshments.  

Also perhaps it is time we should  consider having just one Fayre per year, in the 
Autumn, and thinking of alternative ways to raise the necessary funds.  

We would welcome your thoughts on these suggestions please and any other sug-
gestions you may have for fund-raising.   

In the meantime,  we look forward to seeing you on Saturday, 6th July at 7pm in the 
Church for the Concert by the Choristers of Canterbury Cathedral.  Tickets will be 
available at the door if you have not already purchased one.  

With love and thanks for your support for St. Saviour’s,  

Brenda 

 

Dear  friends of St Saviour, 

Hope you are all well enjoying the lovely weather that we have been seeing over 
this weekend.  I used to come to St Saviour’s all the time for 10.30am morning ser-
vices on Sundays.  I am afraid that I have to tell you that I will not be coming to the 
Sunday services anymore,  It is not because I am leaving Kent, it is because I need 
time for myself as I have so much going on in my own time.   

As a friend I would like to take this opportunity to say a special thank you all for 
your kind prayers and blessing you give me.  I will keep in touch with all of you in 
the church.  

 In the meantime every blessing and take care, best wishes David, St Saviour’s 
friend. 



News from St Saviour’s Church of England School 

Summer Learning 

The approach of the school summer break means different things to different fami-

lies.  For some families, the six week holiday is chance to spend relaxing quality 

time with children and the wider family.  For other families, a six week break poses 

a huge childcare challenge, particularly when all of the adults in the household 

work.  For many families, the summer break is a time to forget about the pressures 

of school.  Some parents however may be very concerned that their children will 

lose momentum in their learning in the time away from school.   

These differing family contexts create a challenge for schools in offering advice or 

homework to families; homework may be welcomed by some parents and carers 

but seen as an imposition by others.  As a parent, I respect both views on home-

work and the summer break.  What follows are a few tips for home learning for 

parents who may want to promote learning over the summer:  

Reading is a key skill.  Visit your local library and book shop, use books as pre-

sents and treats 

Let your children see you reading or using other key skills, you are their great-

est role model! 

WH Smith is crammed with activity books to practise key skills.  If funds allow, 

buy one or two and set realistic goals for what children work through.  

Don’t make working through these books into a battleground, be guided 

by what your child is interested in.  Choose your moment, children will not 

want to do work every day 

Sneak a little bit of learning into family visits!  Get children to write a postcard 

to a relative after a trip.  When children show enthusiasm for a subject, use 

it as a stimulus for a mini topic or book making 

It’s good to talk. Talking is a key skill, ask your child questions about the things 

that interest them or what they are doing 

Use shopping as an excuse for some basic maths.  Get children to pay for items 

in shops and work out the change in advance so they are not out of pock-

et; children need to see why maths is useful 

 



Talk positively about learning and returning to school in September.  Rather 

than ‘Oh no, it’s back to the grindstone in a week!’  try ‘Ooh isn’t it ex-

citing getting an new teacher and learning new things!’ 

 

Whether you make learning a priority over the summer months, I do hope that we 

all get some good weather and that you have a lovely summer break! 

Nick Bonnell Head of School 

 

From the Treasurer 

May 2013 Monthly Financial Review 

In May RECEIPTS amounted to £2,977 

This month £718 was received from the Plant Sale and £188 for Christian 
Aid. 

We made PAYMENTS of £4,085  

£541 was spent on Architect’s fees, £264 on printing and £233 on items for 
the upkeep of services. 

This resulted in an operating DEFICIT of £1,108, which was covered by the 
current account.  

 

FLOWER  FUND (DESIGNATED FUND) 

The Flower fund stands at £289. 

 

CHURCH HEATING AND NORTH WINDOW (DESIGNATED FUNDS) 

The amounts in these funds stand at £70 and £20 respectively. 

Donations towards these funds are most welcome as the window is now 
being repaired and quotes for improving the heating are already being con-
sidered.  Thank you. 

Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer) 



St Saviour’s Church 

Completion of the repair to the Window at the west end of the north wall  

Earlier this year I reported that urgent repairs had become necessary to the mul-
lions and the stone tracery above, due to recent cracks appearing which were in 
fact collapsing fractures. 

I am delighted to report that the works were primarily completed by 7 June 2013 
as expected.    The renewed window was installed but there remained a need to 
replace the ‘saddle bars’ (these are metal bars fixed horizontally in the stonework 
to which the window is fixed by copper ties).  The work was finally completed by 
21 June 2013. 

The repaired window differs slightly from the original window in that the ventila-
tors, have not been reinstated.  As the ventilators were no longer used, and were 
probably a contributory factor in the deterioration of the stonework through cor-
rosion, it was considered beneficial to remove them.  This was the last remaining 
window as originally constructed.  All remaining windows were replaced around 
the early part of the last century with stain glass windows at which time any ven-
tilators in situ were also removed.  

The final cost of the project is £7605 including VAT, part of which may be re-
claimed under the Listed Places of Worship Grant Scheme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Graham Neve         



SCRIPTURE UNION HOLIDAY CLUB 

MINNIS BAY, BIRCHINGTON   27th JULY - 9th AUGUST 

Activities are held each morning in the various churches in Birchington. 

Afternoon meetings are open to family and friends and are held in The 

Dip , Minnis Bay, on the beach or on the top of the cliffs. 

Age ranges covered are:- 

Mums and toddlers 0 - 4years, 5-7 years, 8-11years, 12– 15 years and 16+. 

HELP IS URGENTLY REQUIRED AS FOLLOWS:- 

BEDS TO HOST A TEAM MEMBER.  No meals are required . 

Accomodation can be  for one or two weeks. 

If you can help please contact Tessa Hinge of All Saints, Birchington. 

She can be contacted at tessa.hinge@zen.co.uk or just leave a message on 

the answerphone Tel. 842416. 

Alternatively you may ring Tel. 832263. 

A mini-bus collects team members at 8 am and they return in the late 

evening. 

 

ST SAVIOUR’S CHURCH BIRTHDAY WEEKEND  

SATURDAY 27TH JULY GIFT DAY 10 am to 12 noon 

SUNDAY 28TH JULY 10.30am BIRTHDAY SUNG EUCHARIST SERVICE  

ALL WELCOME            



Setting the Boundaries 

London Gazette [Page 4122] 

No 25396 Tuesday 16th September 1884 4115 

At the Court of Balmoral, the 9th day of September 1884 

The Queen’s Most Excellent Majesty in Council 

Present:  Her Majesty the Queen 

  The Earl of Fife 

  Mr Gladstone (Prime Minister) 

  Sir Henry Ponsoby 

When I wrote the obituary of Barbara Spanner in the June issue of The Link, I men-
tioned that, when she moved to Westgate, Barbara found herself living on the 
“wrong” side of Belmont Road, having believed that she was moving to the parish 
of St James, when she was in fact moving into the parish of St Saviour. Afterwards, 
it occurred to me that there may be people who have recently moved to Westgate 
who are unaware of the “peculiar” boundaries of the two parishes. As 2014 will be 
the 130th anniversary of the consecration of St Saviour’s Church and the establish-
ment of the parish boundaries, we at the Heritage Centre are looking at ways in 
which we can celebrate those events. Heather Letley, who leads the Health and 
Heritage walks on Fridays (depart Westgate Library at 10.30 a.m.) has shown inter-
est in walking the boundaries. 

 The Westgate Estate was created from three farms, lying in the parishes of 
St John Margate, Minster and Birchington with Acol. The new parish of St James 
was carved out of the parish of St John in 1873; Westgate’s temporary iron church, 
erected in 1880 in Cedric Road, was in the parish of Minster. The new permanent 
church of St Saviour was consecrated on 23rd July 1884 and the boundaries set out 
by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners and presented to Queen Victoria for her ap-
proval in September that year. Land was taken from Birchington with Acol, Minster 
and the new parish of St James to create “the consolidated chapelry of St Saviour 
Westgate on Sea.”  

It is the eastern boundary that creates the greatest confusion and some-
times people are surprised that, although they live in Westgate on Sea (CT8 post-
code) they may not live in St Saviour’s parish.  The London Gazette stated “…upon 
the remaining side, that is to say upon the east, by an imaginary line commencing 
upon the northern boundary of the new parish of St James at a point on the sea-
shore at the northern end of the roadway [Sussex Gardens] which leads from the 
sea past the house known as Cliff Lodge into Westgate Road      (Cont…) 



[Westgate Bay Avenue] and extends thence southward to and along the 
middle of the last mentioned road for a distance of eight chains to its junction 
with Westgate Road and Roxburgh Road and continuing thence still southward 
for a distance of seventeen chains along the middle of the last named road and 
crossing the line of the London Chatham and Dover railway along the middle of 
the road named The Grove to the junction of the last named road with the road 
known as Street Hill [A28] and extending eastward along the middle of the last 
named road for a distance of seven and three-quarter chains to a point opposite 
to a boundary stone inscribed W.S. St. S.C.C. 1884 and placed on the southern 
side of the same road opposite to the eastern front of the houses situate on the 
western side of the road known as Princes Terrace and extending thence in a 
direction due south and in a straight line for a distance of fifty two chains to a 
point upon the boundary which divides the said new parish of St James from the 
parish of Birchington with Acol” 

 This means: Sussex Mansions. St Mildred’s Court, Beach Road, Waterside 
Drive, houses on the eastern side of Roxburgh Road, including Gordon Lodge and 
Roxburgh House Residential Homes, houses on the eastern side of the The Grove, 
including Lockwood’s Yard and Read Court, Essex Road, Chester Road and 
Queen’s Road are all in the parish of St James. The boundary on the southern side 
of the main road is more complicated as there were no houses there when the 
boundaries were set up!   

 Does it matter? It certainly did in the past, as people could only be mar-
ried, baptised or buried in the parish in which they lived and in the pre-Welfare 
State days, the Poor Rate was levied on householders to care for the poor – the 
orphan, the old, the sick and the unemployed – in their own parish. They did not 
take kindly to supporting the poor, deserving or undeserving, from another par-
ish.  

If you enjoy walking why not take a stroll along the roads mentioned? At 
a later date we’ll look at the western boundaries, if it is of interest.  

Dr Dawn Crouch Heritage Centre Curator 

 



 

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL ENTRY 

Did you know that if you are a member of a church congregation in the 
Diocese of Canterbury, you can go into the Cathedral free of charge? 

You need to fill out a form from the Visits Office. 

It is a wonderful resource, and makes a great break in a busy days shop-
ping or any day out in the city. 

 

 

 

 

 

“THE LORD GOD MADE THEM ALL” 

Come and enjoy the wonders of nature in Kent at Sandwich Bay Bird  

Observatory Trust  COUNTRYSIDE FAIR on 25th and 26th August at 

Old Downs Farm, GUILFORD ROAD, SANDWICH CT13  9PF 

(www.sbbot.co.uk)   ENTRY FREE 

Attractions include bird ringing demonstrations, hourly guided walks (£3), 

live music and stalls for RSPB, Kent Bat Group, Reptile and 

Amphibian, and insect related groups for Butterflies, Dragonflies and 

Bumble Bees. 

Crafts include painting, photography ceramics, glass and wood. 

LOTS to SEE and DO! 

FREE bus from Barclays Bank stop in Sandwich. 

Cars £1 at tollgate.                                              David and Andrea Chance 



CHURCH ACTIVITIES 
 

St Saviour’s Ladies Circle 

Meets in church 2 to 4pm 

The third Wednesday in the month  

 

Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm. 

 

The Westgate Heritage Centre  

SUMMER PROGRAMME  

Open from  !st May Wednesdays and Saturdays 10am to 12 noon 

Saturday 6th July  PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF VENUE 

At Christ Church URC Hall 10.30am Talk “Laying the foundations” 

Saturday 3rd August   Members Day-some of the Committee will share 

the results of their recent research. 

Refreshments available. 

Church Cleaning   11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month 

 

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church -  Annual Membership Fee only £2 

New members welcome.  Join the  Friends of St Saviour’s church  

Subscription only  £2 per year .  All monies raised go towards the up-

keep of the church and grounds.  Membership forms at the back of the 

church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Saturday 6th July   Canterbury Choristers Concert 

Saturday 27th July Gift Day 

        



CHURCH SERVICES  

Sunday Services 

8am Said Eucharist  Book of Common Prayer 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

10.30am SUNDAY 7th July FAMILY SERVICE 

 

Weekday Service  

Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)  

Tuesday 23rd July 1.45pm St  Saviour’s School Service 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

1st Westgate Rainbows                   Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm 

8th Westgate Brownies                   Fridays 5.30 to 7pm 

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate. 

 

HI  KENT! For all your hearing needs 

A  new service!Your local clinic is held at 

Westgate Library, Minster Road on the Fourth Wednesday of every month  

2 to 3pm . 

For details speak to Mrs Jean Glover 

 

WESTGATE DOCTORS SURGERY new telephone number is 

03000   426426  - a local rate call 

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations  

towards the cost of printing would be appreciated. 


