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A Letter from The Rev’d. Barbara Way
Greetings from Westgate Vicarage
From the Vicar
Dear friends,
I hope September brings hope to you as a new term begins and most of the
meetings and clubs which shut down for August start up again. Sometimes
it can feel like a burden is settling on one after the freedom of August;
sometimes it is a relief that life is more back to normal – no matter how
good the summer month has been. Perhaps it depends on the kind of person you are?
We all need times of routine in our lives, but we also need times with something a little more exciting once in a while. Some human beings need more
of the former and others more of the latter. It is worth thinking about what
combination works best for you – as there are things one can do to encourage, quite inexpensively, more or less excitement. It is also true that what
is exciting for one person has become more routine for another. So it is
good to review our own life balance from time to time.
Any lifestyle balance needs exercise for the body and the mind and the spirit in order for us to keep healthy. The worlds of education and medicine
now acknowledge this at least in principle. The church acknowledges this
and has known it over the centuries. Each area has its main areas of concern, but to forget that all three are needed in some way or another is at
our peril. We are not merely “the appendix in ward 4”, nor “the one who is
more or less good at maths” , nor the one who is seen only as “holy” or
“prayerful” or even “pious”. To be healthy, we need physical, mental and
spiritual health, and to have all of those, we need to exercise all three – so
we need to walk or swim, we need to add up our shopping list or do suduku
etc, we need to pray and read our Bible. It often helps to go somewhere
where others are doing these things as well as ourselves, but each person is
different in the way they work things out.
The church is there for you to worship God with others and to learn and
pray together about the things of God. Do get in touch with me if you
would like to come or to learn more about the Christian faith – or just come
along and bring a friend. After you get to know how it works, you will find
times of routine and times of excitement and special occasions.

It takes a while to understand what it is all about as it does with anything
worthwhile, but you can be sure of a warm welcome and opportunities to
talk with me or another Christian about anything that interests you.
There are Communion services in church at 10.30 am every Sunday except
the first Sunday in the month when we have a Family service, which is
shorter and is more informal. There are light refreshments following every
10.30 service. There is an 8 am traditional language Communion in church
every Sunday; also an 11.00 am Communion service every Friday morning,
followed by coffee and biscuits.
We hold the Harvest Festival in church on Sunday 7th October – do come to
give thanks for our plenty and to pray for those who have far less and, if
you wish, bring some produce which is will be given to the local food bank
and to local homes for senior citizens. More about this on another page.
There will be a Songs of Praise on Sunday 29th September at 3.30 pm. All
welcome. More information on another page.
The Ladies Circle will meet on Monday 23rd September at The Vicarage in
Thanet Road, Westgate at 2.30 pm. We are looking for new ways forward;
there will be tea and cake. Do come and join us for a yarn and a cuppa,
and we will see where we go from here. I look forward to welcoming any
new ladies who maybe have not been before, as well as people who may
have come in the past and then found the time difficult.
Confirmation. It may be that there are some people, who feel ready to
commit their lives to God and may like to consider being confirmed. If anyone is interested, please have a chat with me and we will work out some
mutually convenient times to discuss what the Christian faith is about, before you take a definite decision.
God bless you all,
Barbara

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 4th August

Toby Newton Cooper

Sunday 11th August

Charlie Minter

Sunday 18th August

Sophie Charlotte Wile

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

Saturday 3rd August

Hannah Buckley and Dominic Johnson

Saturday 31st August Jacqueline Seemann and Simon Foreman

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”

Please pray for - Jenny, Tina, Phyll, Evelyn, Tony, Doreen Ranson,
Daphne, Phaedra, Jeffery, Anne, Joyce, Maureen, John, Charlie

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray
for their families and friends

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”

Hilda

Churchwarden’s Report
Having announced in last month’s “Link” that we were looking forward to welcoming the Art & Craft Group for their exhibition, I am now pleased to be able to report
that it was a successful fortnight for them and that visitors had enjoyed their displays.
They kindly gave us a donation of £60.50 and requested a similar booking for 2014
from Saturday, 9th August – Saturday, 23rd August, following the same daily schedule as this year.
I would like to thank the church volunteers who kindly unlocked and locked the
church each day.
Our next event will be the Michaelmas Songs of Praise at 3.30pm on Sunday, 29th
September, led by Revd Barbara Way. This is the first time we have had this service
and we are hoping that it will be enjoyed by many of you.
We are asking you, during the next two weeks, to choose a favourite hymn for
Michaelmas and let us know your choice by filling in one of the forms available at
the back of church and inserting it in the envelope provided. An appropriate number will then be selected for the Service, which will include other Michaelmas readings.We welcome you to stay for a short while to enjoy tea/coffee and Michaelmas
cake! Please come.
As you are already aware, our Harvest Festival is on Sunday, 6th October at
10.30am. Invitations will be sent to the Guides, Brownies, Rainbows, Scouts and
Beavers, and we hope that you will all be able to come and celebrate Harvest with
us.
Our gifts this year will be given to the Thanet Food Link, which is a Christian (not for
profit) initiative to help those in need. The items required are Tinned/jar foods e.g.
baked beans, vegetables; Dried Food e.g. pasta, cup-a-soup, Other Food e.g. Biscuits/Cereals; Beverages e.g. coffee/tea Bags, long life milk & fruit juice.
We will also welcome gifts suitable for the residents of our 8 residential homes e.g.
packets of biscuits and small packets of suitable sweets.
Gifts can be brought to church on Friday, 4th October between 11.45am – 12.45pm
and on Saturday, 5th October, between 9am – 10am and between 3pm – 4pm. The
church will be decorated between 3pm – 4pm on Saturday, 5th October. (helpers
required please).
The Community Harvest Lunch will be on Saturday, 12th October at 12noon in
church at £4 per head adults, £2 per head children. More details to follow.
With love and best wishes to you all, Brenda

The Ladies Circle - Monday 23rd September at 2.30 pm at The Vicarage in Thanet Road.
Thank you to all those who completed the questionnaire regarding the
Ladies' Circle. Although some would have preferred to keep to its
original Wednesday time, far more people could not manage that
day. Carole and the other ladies who met together to discuss the
questionnaires have therefore decided to make a new start and to
meet on Monday 23rd September at 2.30 pm at The Vicarage in
Thanet Road, to have a cuppa and some cake, to talk together about
a good way forward for us all. I look forward to welcoming all interested ladies then.
Barbara Way 831869
The Friends coffee morning on August 15th in our garden was a happy
occasion, the weather was just right. We had a lovely selection of cakes
made by Lorna, Anne Laurence, Jane, Anne Bartlett and Joy. We also had
a group of Volunteers Lorna, Anne and Sue who served coffee and tea all
morning , not forgetting a young waitress Astrid who carried cups and
plates for people and was extremely useful. The helpers washed up at the
end of the morning, and Alan and I could not have managed without
them all. Thanks also to Christine Attwood who did the Raffle.
Thanks also to everyone who came, without whom of course it
would have been a lot of work for nothing.
Ann Clark
On Thursday 15 August a very successful coffee morning was held at the
home in sea road of Alan and Anne Clarks .The event raised £180 45 towards the funds of The Friends of St Saviours Church .Tickets raised £93, the
raffle £73 and left over cakes £14 45.
On behalf of the Friends I would like to thank Anne and Alan for kindly inviting us into their home and hosting, as they do every year, this popular event.
The weather was lovely and everyone enjoyed themselves. The raffle was well
supported organised by Christine Atwood, the teas and coffees served by
Lorna Oliver , Anne Lawrence and Anne herself .Thanks to everyone for
providing the delicious cakes.
This event was very well supported .A lovely morning .
Susan Bennett Chairman

From the Treasurer
July 2013 Monthly Financial Review
In July RECEIPTS amounted to £11,599
This month we received fees of £1,995, £443 from the Summer Fayre,
£1,350 from the Cathedral Choristers’ Concert, Gift Day Donations of £312
and £5,246 from the Deposit Account to pay for repairs to the North West
Window.
We made PAYMENTS of £9,687
We paid £5,246 for the North West Window, £716 for fire extinguishers’
maintenance and £447 for Architect’s fees.
This resulted in an operating SURPLUS of £1,912.
FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND)
The Flower fund stands at £240.
CHURCH HEATING AND NORTH WINDOW (DESIGNATED FUNDS)
The amounts in these funds stand at £75 and £20 respectively.
Donations towards these funds are most welcome as the window has now
been repaired and quotes for improving the heating are already being considered by the Diocese. Thank you for your support for our functions.
Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer)

THANET FOOD BANK
We are now collecting non-perishable foodstuffs inside St Saviour’s Church
for The Thanet Food Bank and would welcome donations as listed in last
months “Link” magazine any time.
Our Harvest donations will also be delivered to the Food Bank.
Please ask if you have any doubts about what to give.
THANK YOU

IN THE FOOTSTEPS OF THOMAS BECKET IN EXILE

Andrea and David Chance

We enjoy camping in France and exploring. Some years ago we discovered Thomas
Becket’s Eucharistic Vestments in the treasury of Sens Cathedral. In retirement we
have trained as guides for Canterbury Cathedral and so have become deeply immersed in the Becket story. In May 2012 we attended John Guy’s lecture which he
gave in the Cathedral as part of the Waterstone’s launch of his new book THOMAS
BECKET, Warrior, Priest, Rebel, Victim: A 900-Year-Old Story Retold. On show in the
Cathedral were copies of the Sens’ vestments . A while ago we saw the British Library document THE BECKET LEAVES which are four pages of all that remains of a
medieval story book of the Life of Becket. These four pages illustrate his exile in
France from 1164 to November 30th 1170.
Previous camping French holidays had been very wet affairs for us but this July all
was sun. So well armed with John Guy and others we made the municipal camp site
at Sens our base. We re-visited the Eucharistic Vestments in the Cathedral Treasury. Displayed in a low lit glass case is the chasuble, alb with amice, stole, maniple
and sanctuary slippers. The display is not well signed and we seemed to know more
about them than the staff. They were charming and very interested in our interest !
Connected to the Treasury is a remarkable museum which includes many Gallo
Roman artefacts. In the Cathedral we discovered a fine Becket window telling the
story of his last days. There were scenes of his landing at Sandwich on 30 th November 1170, his riding into Canterbury, his work in the Diocese which included a Confirmation and a Consecration of a church, and his martyrdom. The window is in the
same shape and design as the Becket Miracle windows at Canterbury and we wondered if it came from the same school of glaziers. Below the window is a medieval
stone bust of Becket in mitre. A notice nearby informs that it was once over a
house in the town where Becket had stayed. While visiting a Christian book shop
we were told how to find the place where the house once stood. It is now a bank
with a plaque telling of Becket’s connection.
Becket and his followers had to play cat and mouse with King Henry 2 and his officials in the lands in France under English rule but the French King, Louis 7 gave him
protection. Pope Alexander 3 was in Sens at this time making it easy for Becket to
present his appeals in person. Perhaps this is when he used the Vestments. It was
in Sens that he offered to resign as Archbishop but the Pope refused and warned
him against returning to England until the trouble with King Henry was settled.

Becket gave up the luxury he had enjoyed for the past ten years and went to live
the simple life of the Cistercian monks at Pontigny Abbey.
It is a short drive through the Chablis vineyards to Pontigny. The white stone walls
glistened in brilliant sunshine and ancient music filled the church rising from a
choir rehearsing Christian/Persian pieces for an evening concert. It was as if Becket
would be there to greet us. John Guy describes the abbey church as a building site
at Becket’s arrival. We know that the Cistercians lived a very fugal life and that
Becket’s constitution suffered during his stay. But we also know, and Guy makes
much of this fact, that here Becket read a lot and made notes and comments on
what he found important. It was at Pontigny that he worked out how he should, as
a Church leader, stand up against a tyrannical king. We were surprised to find that
above the High Altar at Pontigny is the shrine of St.Edmund Rich, Archbishop of
Canturbury, who died near here in 1240. He is portrayed in the Canterbury Chapter
House windows and is remembered for standing up for the Church against King
Henry 3.
We spent our Sunday at Auxerre enjoying a lively Mass at the cathedral. It was in
Auxerre that Becket had studied Law as a young man. The cathedral crypt has well
preserved 12th century paintings of Christ riding a white horse surrounded by angels also on horseback. These may be contemporary with the Canterbury Gabriel
Chapel paintings and could have been known to Becket. The nearby Abbey has a
fine museum with a display of materials that were used in a monastic scriptorium.
The crypt has tombs of St.Germans and Irish missionaries.
We left our campsite at Sens still wondering if there was a direct connection between William of Sens and Becket ? Did they know one-another ? Does anyone
know?
Our final camp stop was at the hill top medieval city of Laon which is easily accessible from the Auto Route des Anglais (A26). We had been here two years ago and
discovered that the extraordinary cathedral has a St.Thomas Becket Chapel because Becket had visited Laon during his exile. Try as we may we were unable to
find anyone with a key to this chapel. We even caused a flurry of interest by asking
at the Marie. This time we were in luck. We heard the jangle of keys as we stood in
the great north transept. This transept had been started in 1155 to receive numerous pilgrims on their way to Compostella.

The verger greeted us with enthusiasm and we explained that as we had a Canterbury connection might we be allowed to see the Becket Chapel. Immediately he
unlocked a door leading to stairs to the first storey. We were in the first part of
the Thomas Becket Tower. There before us was a large area over the transept
with an apsidal chapel with six lancet windows – the Becket Chapel, consecrated
shortly after his canonisation in 1173. It was an empty space filled with morning
sunlight. It was like a second church floating above the nave. Our guide then
offered to take us around the whole of the upper storey including the view from
the west end organ gallery. From west end to High Altar we were given a view of
the unity, balance and harmony of this gracious church. We do recommend a stop
at Laon if you find yourself in that part of France.
We are aware that we haven’t found all of the places associated with Becket in
exile but we were pleased to have seen so much in five days.

PS. we are seasoned pilgrimage organisers and several people have asked us if we
would be willing to make a Becket in France pilgrimage.

Andrea and David Chance

July 2013

End of Season Report
Westgate Heritage Centre has been open twice a week since the beginning
of May and, as our summer season draws to a close, we thought you would
like to know about it. This year most of our visitors have been local residents who have not yet applied for membership but we have also had holidaymakers from other parts of England and from Spain, Brazil and Dubai.
We asked our visitors to let us know if they had a specific building or road
they wanted to know more about. Popular subjects have been the Lockwood family and building, Street Court, the railway and former sidings, St
Mildred’s Court, various properties in Sea Road, White Lodge in Domneva
Road and Hundreds Farm. Some visitors, especially those from abroad, have
also taken the opportunity to look round the church building itself. Other
reasons for visiting have included buying tickets for the successful concert
in July by the Cathedral Choristers, dropping in posters about various local
events and either collecting pre-ordered material or bringing family papers
for Dawn to take away and study.
Many visitors to the annual exhibition held by the Westgate Art and Craft
Group took the opportunity to look at our maps and were drawn, as if by a
magnet, to Graham Field’s display on the coming of the railway. The Centre’s Management Committee is grateful to the Revd Barbara Way and
Brenda Carter for allowing us to keep the display on view on some of the
days when the Art Group but not the Centre was in church.
If you haven’t yet “popped in”, we look forward to welcoming you between
10am and 12 noon on Saturday 31st August and Wednesday 4th September.
Light refreshments will be available on both days but, thanks to Valda Neve,
there will be a delicious cake on the Wednesday.
From 7th September until next April, the Heritage Centre will only be open
for the monthly talks on the first Saturday of the month. The September
talk at 10:30 will be on the importance of the coming of the railway to
Westgate-on-Sea and Diana Davies’ famous scones will be available from
10am as well as tea and coffee.
Christine Attwood
Membership Secretary

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL ENTRY
Did you know that if you are a member of a church congregation in the
Diocese of Canterbury, you can go into the Cathedral free of charge?
You need to fill out a form from the Visits Office.
It is a wonderful resource, and makes a great break in a busy days shopping or any day out in the city.

WESTGATE ON SEA HERITAGE CENTRE
The Heritage Centre Winter Programme is now available.
Westgate on Sea Heritage Centre will be open on the 1ST SATURDAY OF
EACH MONTH from OCTOBER 2013 TO APRIL 2014 for the Winter season.
SATURDAY 5TH OCTOBER 10AM TO 12NOON
10.30AM TALK;
“Grand Hotels...had to stand out from surrounding buildings, not only in
size, but often in different materials . By 1890 every resort of consequence had at least one or two”
Sarah Howell, “The Seaside”, London 1974. 130years ago, in 1883, Westgate’s two “grand hotels”, St Mildred’s & the Westcliff, were opened.
This is their story. PLEASE NOTE THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD IN THE
HALL OF CHRIST CHURCH URC CHURCH IN WESTGATE BAY AVENUE.

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
St Saviour’s Ladies Circle
Meets Monday 23rd September 2.30pm at The Vicarage, Thanet Road
Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group reconvenes on 12th September details & inquiries
ring Susan 836430
The Westgate Heritage Centre

WINTER PROGRAMME

Open on the first Saturday of each month 10am to 12 noon.
10.30am TALK:
Saturday 7th September The Railway
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the
church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Saturday 14th September 10am to 6pm Friends of Kent Churches Ride and
Stride
Sunday 29th September 3.30pm Michaelmas Songs of Praise
Sunday 6th October 10am HARVEST FESTIVAL FAMILY SERVICE

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am SUNDAY 1st SEPTEMBER FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th
Wednesday of every month from 2-3pm.
WESTGATE DOCTORS SURGERY new telephone number is
03000 426426 - a local rate call
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

