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A Letter from The Rev’d. Barbara Way 

Greetings from Westgate Vicarage 

From the Vicar 
 

Dear friends, 

Harvest time and Autumn is here again and the season of remembrances is just 
around the corner.  

By the time you read this, the Harvest Festival in church will have taken place on 
Sunday 7th October and it is good to give thanks for our plenty and to pray for those 
who have far less and to bring produce for the local food bank and to local homes 
for senior citizens.     

As we bring the fruits of the earth and the fruits of our labour to God, we pray for 
those who do not have enough, that the harvest may be more fairly shared across 
the world.  We also pray for the fruits of the harvest of constructive talks in areas 
where previously no talks could happen, particularly thinking of the talks between 
the leaders of Iran and the United States of America.  We are also going through the 
season of political conferences here at home – they will just be over when you read 
this.  May we pray that our political discussions, however differently the issues and 
the potential solutions may be seen, will always be centred on care and concern for 
the well-being of our country and our people, as well as taking a responsibility for 
some of the needs of the wider world.  

It is also a time when we begin to think of Remembrance – not only the remember-
ing and giving thanks for those who have died in war, about which more will be 
written next month, but also those whom we have personally lost and mourn.   

On Sunday 3rd November at 3.30 pm, we will be holding an All Souls service in which 
any who wish to come and remember a loved one who has died, is welcome to 
come and light a candle for that person in a service of quiet prayer and a few 
hymns.  Anyone is welcome and the lighting of a candle is entirely optional.  If you 
would like a name of a loved one read out during that service, please let me have 
that name – legibly written or typed please. 

The Ladies Circle met a few weeks ago and there were a good number of us.  We 
decided to put together a new programme, which will be available shortly – usually 
we will meet on the afternoon of the fourth Monday in the month.  Meanwhile our 
next meeting will be at The Vicarage in Thanet Road, Westgate at 2.30 pm on Mon-
day 28th October, when Jane Pink will be showing us some pictures and talking 
about her time in various countries.  There will also be tea and cake.  Before Christ-
mas, we hope to sing some carols at one of the homes for senior citizens and some 
plans will also be made for that.  Do come – you are very welcome.  



Confirmation.  As I wrote last month, there may be that there are some people, 
who feel ready to commit their lives to God and may like to consider being con-
firmed.  If anyone is interested, please have a chat with me and we will work out 
some mutually convenient times to discuss what the Christian faith is about, be-
fore you take a definite decision.  This is a step that can be taken at any age from 
11 or 12 years old up to 112 years old.  Many adults take this step and you are very 
welcome to come and talk about it if you have ever wondered if this step could be 
for you.  If you have not yet been baptised, that also can be a part of this discus-
sion. 

God bless you all, 

Barbara 

 

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE 

The time for the annual church grounds tidying up is 

nearly upon us.  The dates this year are Saturday Octo-

ber 19th and Saturday 26th starting at 10am and going 

on till about noon or 12.30.  Nobody has to stay this long 

of course.  Even an hour or so helps.  The more we have 

the quicker we can finish, but on past experience we 

have always needed a couple of Saturdays to get done – 

3 last year when the rain washed out one planned Satur-

day. 

The handful of volunteers from previous years know 

that the work involves hedges and bush trimming,  

weed and particularly convolvulus  clearing, litter and 

general grounds sprucing up.  Jobs for all, light or 

slightly heavier.  If you have garden tools, cutters, seca-

teurs, rakes, brooms and similar small equipment 

please bring them along.  Gloves are always useful.  If 

you don’t, come anyway as there is always some task for 

willing hands.  Please give Ann or me a ring (833159) if 

you want to ask anything. 

All helpers will be gladly welcomed.  Tea, coffee and bis-

cuits will be laid on – now there’s an inducement!  

Alan Clark    



FROM THE REGISTERS 

For those Baptised 

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”   

Sunday 29th September      Noah Lawrence Dearnley 

 For those joined in Holy Matrimony 

“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they 

may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to 

each other” 

Saturday  7th September     Kim Hewitt and Matthew Farley 

Saturday 14th September    Louise Skelton and Scott Dunbar 

                                            Tracy Wright and John Woodhall 

Saturday 21st September     Nicola Sinstadt and Christopher Stewart 

                                              Louise Peters and Darren Turrell 

Saturday 28th September     Glenys Troubridge and Dean Holewell 

The Sick 

“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit” 

Please pray for  -  Jenny,  Tina,  Phyll,  Evelyn, Tony,   Doreen Ranson,    Daphne, 

Phaedra, Julie, Anne, Joyce, Maureen, 

The Departed 

“Lord now lettest thou thy servant  depart in peace, according to thy word” 

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their 

families and friends 

Maud Beard,   Elsie Mary Wigley,   Melvin Anthony Edwards 

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for 

giving them to us”    

Etta Sundl ,     Archbishop William Temple 1881 — 1944                                                                                                                                                                               



Churchwarden’s Report 

The Michaelmas Songs of Praise afternoon on Sunday was a most enjoyable cele-
bration of St. Michael and All Angels led by Rev Barbara Way with Graham Cooper 
playing the organ. 

34 people joined in the singing of the 13 favourite hymns chosen by parishioners, 
and listened with interest to the variety of readings, poems, prayers and connec-
tions which Barbara explained between the hymns.    Afternoon tea and fellowship 
was most welcome after the singing. 

A special collection was taken in response to an urgent appeal by Unicef for help for 
the lost children of Syria.  Thanks to the generosity of our parishioners, £91.50 will 
be sent to Unicef this week.  Thank you for coming. 

As you already know, Harvest Festival is being celebrated on Sunday, 6th October at 
10.30am.  Invitations have been sent to the Guides, Brownies, Rainbows, Scouts and 
Beavers and we hope you will all come and celebrate Harvest with us.  The Piggy 
Bank Nursery children will be arriving at church at 3pm on Friday, 4th October for 
their celebration. 

Gifts of tinned/jar foods, packets of dried pasta etc., biscuits, cereals, coffee/tea 
bags, long life milk and fruit juice will be taken after the service to the Thanet Food 
Link, for those people in need. 

Gifts of biscuits and small packets of suitable sweets will be taken to the 8 residen-
tial homes. 

Fresh fruit and vegetables will be welcome and distributed within the parish as ap-
propriate. 

Gifts can be brought to church on Friday, 4th October, between 11.45am – 12.45am 
and on Saturday, 5th October, between 9am and 10am and between 3-4pm.  The 
Church will be decorated between 3-4pm on Saturday, 5th October. 

Helpers will be welcome for decorating.  

N.B. There will be a wedding in progress between 12.30pm and 3pm on Saturday, 
5th October. 

Our Community Harvest Lunch will be on Saturday, 12th October at 12 noon in 
church.  There will be the usual home-made lunch with 2 courses and drinks provid-
ed at £4 per head and £2 per head for children.  There is a list at the back of church 
for you to sign if you and your friends would like to come.  We look forward to see-
ing you. 

With love and best wishes for the Harvest celebrations,Brenda 



Archbishop William Temple 

Two local residents, Ann and Julie, have asked that we remember Archbishop Wil-
liam Temple in our prayers during October.  

William Temple was born in Exeter on 15th October 1881, became the 98th Archbish-
op of Canterbury in 1942 and died in Westgate-on-Sea on 26 October 1944 whilst 
staying at the (now demolished) Rowena Court Hotel.  

He was the second son of Archbishop Frederick Temple and is the only Archbishop 
of Canterbury to have been the son of an Archbishop of Canterbury. He was also the 
first Archbishop of Canterbury to have been cremated and his ashes are buried un-
der a large stone in the cloister garden of Canterbury Cathedral, close to his father’s 
grave. 

There is a lot of information on the Internet for those wishing to know more about 
his life and works but many of us will be familiar with one of his famous sayings: the 
Church is the only society that exists for the benefit if those who are not its mem-
bers. 

In the Commemorations in the Common Worship Calendar, the Church of England 
remembers Archbishop William Temple as a teacher of the faith on 6th November. 
 

WESTGATE ART AND CRAFT GROUP 

Once again I am here to give my report on the annual exhibition.  Each year it seems 
to come around more quickly but I guess it’s old age creeping up on me! 

As usual, everything went very smoothly with the organization of the exhibition and 
no major problems were reported.  The thanks of the Committee and members of 
the Group go to everyone from St Saviour’s Church who gave of their time to open 
and close the church every day and assisted the stewards when needed. 

The raffle painting was won by Mrs Diane Groombridge and the framed needlework 
was won by Mr. Paul Machin.  The proceeds of the raffle are to be donated to St 
Saviour’s Church.  We had 472 visitors to the exhibition this year and the comments 
showed that the visitors really appreciate our work.  Thirteen paintings were sold 
and a great many cards and craft items. 

The annual exhibition is a wonderful opportunity for the local community to see our 
work but also to come into St Saviour’s and have a look at the exhibits in the Herit-
age display and to see our lovely parish church.  We hope that this collaboration will 
continue for years to come. 

Thank you again to all concerned for your help and support.                                                

Shirley Plummer.   (Westgate Art and Craft Group)                                                    



STARTING THE NEW YEAR AT ST SAVIOUR’S CURCH OF ENGLAND 

SCHOOL 

Going into Year 6 

At the end of the school holiday, I felt glad to see all of my brilliant 

friends. For a long time, I had been wondering what Year 6 would be 

like. At first I thought that it would be scary and  that the teachers will 

be horrible as it is the highest year in the school. It turned out that all 

of the teachers are really understanding and helpful making Year 6 a 

pleasant year to be in. 

Another thing to be nervous about was the Kent Test. Just after we 

came back, we were confronted with many tests with hard questions. 

I was almost scared that I would not pass as you cannot take it again. 

We had three main tests including verbal, non-verbal and mathemat-

ics. After the test, I felt much better than I did during them and knew 

that I had tried my hardest. However, I can’t rest right now because at 

the end of the year there are the SATS tests looming. 

 When I come to school now, I enjoy learning as teachers make it fun 

and enjoyable by adding jokes and having enjoyable methods to help 

you learn.  After a week of coming back to school, I feel confident with 

lessons and want to go to them rather than just going because that is 

what is expected by teachers.  

So far, Year 6 has turned out to be the most enjoyable year of the en-

tire school and should be looked forward to by children in lower years 

of the school.  Since Year 3, I have liked St.Saviour’s more than any 

other school I have seen.    

By William 

How is Year 6 different to Year 5? 

Have you ever wondered what it’s like to move up a year into the top end of the 

school - year 6? Not a great deal different? That’s what I thought until I actually 

experienced it for myself… 

The first big change was the absence of my older brother. Mornings were calmer, 

and I got to school a lot earlier than before. In a way that was a good thing; but in a 

way it was bad. He was always there for me when I needed help. Moreover, I had  



the company of him in the mornings at school. Now I was on my own.  So as not to 

hang around in the Year 6 areas in the mornings, the helpful Mrs Hearn gave me the 

very responsible job of organising and handing out the registers. Although I missed 

my morning break time, I didn’t mind.  Talking of jobs, Year 6 have to take on a lot 

more responsibility; everybody in top set English has to read with Year 5 and some 

Year 6 pupils, who are struggling with their reading. Additionally, year six pupils 

need to run the celebration assembly (which is held every Friday in the hall.) Lucki-

ly, I got to run the assembly on the first Friday. We get put in groups and we go 

around collecting all the names of the children who have been good that week. We 

present them with a printed certificate with their names on and everyone applauds 

them.  

So, my new teachers.  jolly and enthusiastic, Mr Baxter is the best teacher in the 

whole school and I’ve got him for my class teacher. He makes learning seem fun 

and interesting which is good for the boring lessons! My set teachers are decent too. 

Mr White- a calm man who teaches me maths is great and he plays  lots of maths 

games with us too! My mum is my English teacher but it’s not so strange because I 

had her when I was in Year 4. 

Overall Year 6 is fun and I am pleased with my teachers for everything. I don’t want 

Year 6 to ever end 

By Kizzy                                                                                              

My First Day in Year 6 

I ran into school as usual, ready for our Monday lessons. I trudged all the way to 

the other end of the playground, groaning because I am used to not having to walk 

so far. Placing my bag down in front of the classroom, I started chatting to my 

friends. Ear- piercingly, the whistle blew, which meant that it was time for wake-

and-shake. Every single one is different, and they are all instructed by a class each 

week. After a cha-cha slide, I picked up my bag and walked into class, ready to start 

the day.  Registration and reading finished, I went into 6B and sat down in my 

place for maths. A few grid-methods and chunking-methods later, we all burst into 

the playground for our 15 minute break. The trolley with all of the tuck came out, 

and a long line formed in front of it, everyone waiting for a healthy snack to last 

them until lunchtime. Another screeching whistle blew, so I grabbed my pencil 

case and reading book, then I went into the ICT suite and sat down in my place for 

English.                                                                                                                                                 

We were writing in the adventure genre that day, and mine was quite long. I do 

get carried away when writing. Once the lesson had finished, I knew it was my  



research day. We have different activities to do, like reading and research. After 

reading an interesting piece about WW2, we all left to say our prayer and line up 

for lunch. After a 1 hour play and giving out the registers, we lined up and went 

inside the classroom. We all read for 15 minutes and some of us quizzed on our 

books on the Accelerated Reader system. Afterwards we were taught the whole 

process of the war, most of which I had already found out during my research ses-

sion. We wrote about the war and then we listened to Neville Chamberlain’s 

speech, about how we declared war. After finishing our work, we got our bags and 

said the prayer. Finally, the day was over. Alternatively, I couldn’t wait for next 

day.  

By Mia 

 

Church Noticeboards 
 

Recent visitors to the church may have noticed that the four noticeboards 
in the porch have been carefully restored by Graham Neve. 

 

Previously, for two of them, it has been almost impossible to insert a draw-
ing pin, and for the other two it was very difficult. They were also very shab-
by. 

 

Now we hope to give more information to our visitors. One large board is 
for our church; one for notices about our community; one for information 
about the Friends of St Saviour's and the Heritage Centre and the smallest 
one for official and legal notices. 

 

The PCC took the decision that any advertisements from commercial organ-
isations would not be accepted,  but we would be happy to put up notices 
about future events, concerts etc in our community. 

Jean Glover (PCC Secretary). 





From the Treasurer 

August 2013 Monthly Financial Review 

In August RECEIPTS amounted to £2,547 

We received a donation of £60.50 from the Westgate Art & Craft Group in 
addition to a Gift Aid Tax refund of £413. 
 

We made PAYMENTS of £4,314 

We paid £648 for a church asbestos survey and assigned £978 fees to the 
Diocese. 
 

This resulted in an operating DEFICIT of £1,767 which was covered from the 
Current Account. 
 

FLOWER  FUND (DESIGNATED FUND) 

The Flower fund stands at £240. 
 

CHURCH HEATING (DESIGNATED FUND) 

Payment for the repairs to the North Window has now been completed. 

The Church heating fund stands at £75.  Nevertheless, the PCC is planning to 
have extra heating in the church within the next few months.  Any dona-
tions towards this would be most welcome. 

 

Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer)  

 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

Seasonal messages will appear in the December edition of “The Link”. 

Messages can be hand written or emailed to Valda no later than SUN-
DAY NOVEMBER 24th.  Donations for sending greetings this way to be 
given to Brenda.  All donations are for Church Funds. 



A LETTER FROM CAMBRIDGESHIRE 

20 Sennitt Way, Stretham, Ely, Cambridgeshire, CB6 3JF. 

 

Dear friends 

Although many of you do not know me I hope that you do not mind 

me calling you my friends.  My name is Stella Butler and I have been 

in Westgate for some time to support my mother Doreen Ranson.  I 

have met many of the congregation and have come to know some of 

you very well. 

It is with mixed feelings that I find myself writing this letter to you 

all.  I am sad because I have to tell you that Mum has, as some of 

you will already know, made the very difficult decision leave West-

gate.  At the same time a smile is never very far away because I know 

Mum has taken many happy memories with her in her suitcase! 

Mum moved to her new home last month and is settling in very well 

and is starting to join in with the activities and is making some new 

friends.  Rest assured that her new friends will never replace her old 

friends – Mum has a big heart and there is room for everyone.  De-

spite leaving so many friends behind in Westgate, it is lovely to see 

the smile on Mum’s face when her granddaughter Hayley and great 

grandson Harry arrive for a visit. 

I am going to do my very best to keep up with Mum’s correspond-

ence.  I have sent out some change of address details and apologise 

now to anyone I have missed out.  At the moment I seem to have half 

of the addresses I need at my home in Stretham and the other half in 

Westgate - so as usual I am never in the right place at the right time!  

For those of you who would like Mum’s new address, you can contact 

me either by writing to me at my home address above or by sending 

me an e-mail to stellucia@aol.com 

If ever you find yourselves planning a trip to Cambridge you are very 

welcome to pop in and have a cup of tea with Mum – just let me 

know and I will do my best to be around to put the kettle on.  I will 

be visiting Westgate regularly so will pop in to visit you all as well. 

I thank you all for your support and friendship. 

 

God bless, Stella.                                                      September 2013 

mailto:stellucia@aol.com


Friends of Kent Churches – Ride and Stride 14 September 2013 

The day dawned much as forecast, damp, drizzly and a sky looking full of fur-
ther rain.  As fair weather cyclists, not possessing wet weather waterproofs, we 
decided to abandon the bikes and walk round the towns and villages.  This is 
the first time in the past ten years we have participated in this event that it has 
rained. 

We used a car to get to the towns and villages and started by driving to Minnis 
bay where we visited both St Thomas’ and the United Reform Church.  Then 
onto the heart of Birchington via Our Lady and St Benedict, to park the car, and 
walk to the Methodist, Baptist and All Saints Church.  By now the rain had start-
ed and we drove out to St Nicholas where we also walked to the Chapel in near-
by Manor Road.  From there onto St Mary, Monkton passing hardy cyclists in 
full waterproofs to a warm welcome where the ‘welcomers’ were making use of 
the time in church cleaning.  We continued by car to Minster parking opposite 
the library before walking to the Salvation Army Hall and down to St Mary 
Church and Minster Abbey.  The rain eased as we returned to the car wherefore 
we decided to return home (in Birchington) for a bite to eat and a warm drink 
calling into St Mildred’s Church, Acol en route. 

After lunch the weather both dried and warmed up as we headed out to St 
Catherine’s Church, Manston to be greeted by two stalwarts of the church who 
worked tirelessly to keep the church open.  We were shown a painting de-
picting an aerial view of the village which was so realistic as to be mistaken for a 
photograph!  Onward to St Laurence in Thanet where preparations were being 
made for their Harvest Service the next day.  We spent a little time admiring the 
magnificent floral arrangements and decorations before heading to Margate 
where Douglas was to ring for a wedding at St John’s Church.  Whilst Douglas 
rang for the newlyweds, we walked down to the Baptist and United Reformed 
Church in the town centre.  From there we drove to Holy Trinity Church and St 
Phillip’s Palm Bay before heading back home.  En route we called into All Saints 
Church Westbrook, St James Church Garlinge and parked the car in Westgate to 
walk to St Saviour’s, United Reformed and St Peter’s Church.   

We finally arrived back home at 6pm having started the event at 10 am.  So 
after 8 hours visiting 25 churches, covering 43 miles by car and a few more on 
foot we completed our day.  By not using our bikes this year we were able to 
spend a bit of time to enjoy the beauty of many of our churches which other-
wise is not possible.  Many thanks to all who sponsored us which has raised 
£162, half of which will be returned to St Saviour Church. 

The Neve Family 



HARVEST LUNCH 

Saturday 12th October in church at 12noon £4 per adult & £2per child 

 

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL ENTRY 

Did you know that if you are a member of a church congregation in the 
Diocese of Canterbury, you can go into the Cathedral free of charge? 

You need to fill out a form from the Visits Office. 

It is a wonderful resource, and makes a great break in a busy days shop-
ping or any day out in the city. 

WESTGATE ON SEA HERITAGE CENTRE 

The Heritage Centre Winter Programme is now available. 

Westgate on Sea Heritage Centre  will be open on the 1ST SATURDAY OF 

EACH MONTH from OCTOBER 2013 TO APRIL 2014 for the Winter season. 

SATURDAY 5TH OCTOBER 10AM TO 12NOON 

10.30AM TALK; 

“Grand Hotels...had to stand out from surrounding buildings, not only in 

size, but often in different materials .  By 1890 every resort of conse-

quence had at least one or two” 

Sarah Howell, “The Seaside”, London 1974.  130years ago, in 1883, West-

gate’s two “grand hotels”, St Mildred’s & the Westcliff, were opened.  

This is their story.  PLEASE NOTE THIS MEETING WILL BE HELD IN THE 

HALL OF CHRIST CHURCH URC CHURCH IN WESTGATE BAY AVENUE.  

SUNDAY 3rd November 3.30pm ALL SOULS SERVICE - Please write the 

names of loved ones to be remembered on the list at the back of church. 

REMEMBRANCE SERVICE Sunday 10th November  at 10.30am in church 

followed by procession and Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial 

 



CHURCH ACTIVITIES 
 

St Saviour’s Ladies Circle 

Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.  Next meeting 

Monday 28th October at 2.30pm in the Vicarage 

Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm. 

Bible Study Group  details & inquiries ring Susan 836430 

The Westgate Heritage Centre      WINTER PROGRAMME  

Open on the first  Saturday of each month 10am to 12 noon. 

Saturday 2nd November  Remembrancetide 

10.30am TALK: “From Alamein to Sicily– 70 years ago” 

Refreshments available. 

Church Cleaning   11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month 

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church -  Annual Membership Fee only £2 

New members welcome.  Join the  Friends of St Saviour’s church  

Subscription only  £2 per year .  All monies raised go towards the up-

keep of the church and grounds.  Membership forms at the back of the 

church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Sunday 6th October   10am HARVEST FESTIVAL FAMILY SERVICE 

Saturday 12th October  12noon Harvest Lunch in church £4 per adult and £2 

per child 

Sunday 3rd November at 3.30pm All Souls Service 

Sunday 10th November  10.30 am Remembrance Service in church followed 

by procession and service at the War Memorial                                



CHURCH SERVICES  

Sunday Services 

8am Said Eucharist  Book of Common Prayer 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

10.30am SUNDAY 6th October HARVEST FAMILY SERVICE 

 

Weekday Service  

Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)  

Wednesday 23rd October 1.45pm St Saviour’s School Service 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

1st Westgate Rainbows                   Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm 

8th Westgate Brownies                   Fridays 5.30 to 7pm 

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate. 

 

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users  

There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery - 

 every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice. 

 
There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th 
Wednesday of every month from  2-3pm. 

 

WESTGATE DOCTORS SURGERY new telephone number is 

03000   426426  - a local rate call 

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations  

towards the cost of printing would be appreciated. 




