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From the Vicar…
On 10th November - Remembrance Sunday – there will be a service in church, to
remember all those who have died for their country in war – both in recent wars
and in the first and second world wars. In particular we will be remembering those,
whose name is recorded on the plaques on the wall in church from those two wars
and wars since, who came from Westgate. This will be in church at 10.30 am. All
welcome.
This will be followed by a procession in which we join with any and all who wish to
pay their respects at the Act of Remembrance at the War Memorial at 12 noon.
The procession starts at St. Saviour’s at 11.45 am and Christchurch URC is offering
refreshments afterwards.
We owe a great debt of thanks to those young men, and increasingly young women,
who went off into the unknown for their fellows and for freedom, sometimes to be
killed or badly injured. As we know, this still continues and the fighting in Afghanistan is still taking its toll.
Most people long for peace; we also yearn for some sort of justice so that men,
women and children can live without fear of violent death or unfair persecution. It
is really hard to get them both. Yet both our natural feelings and our deep sense of
fairness tell us that these are really both essential, if we are to sleep at nights and if
we are to have any kind of true joy in our lives.
Unfortunately when trouble is not on our own doorstep, we can forget it, as it
seems not to be a threat to us and as we cannot take on board everybody’s problems. Yet we are all affected in some way or another by the problems of others; our
own actions here and now have an effect on others. As we know our use of the
planet’s resources is part of the cause of global warming and the droughts and
flooding and risk of fire storms happening in different places all over the earth’s
surface.
It sometimes seems to be the same when fighting is going on elsewhere even when
our own forces are involved. It is a long way away and only half seems real when
the news comes on and another death is reported. It is of course very real indeed
and we do well to take that on board in our thinking and our praying. Remembrance Sunday is a day to remember and to give thanks for all that was given and all
that is still being given, by those who go abroad and fight in the name of our country. Whatever our views about the wars presently being fought, our troops are out
there in our name and we should support and pray for them. Our prayers on Remembrance Sunday are for peace and for justice and for those who risk their lives
for these on our behalf.

The church will also be open for silent reflection and a prayer on Monday 11th
November for half an hour from 10.45 am.
November is the month when we remember; we remember our loved ones who
have died. On November 3rd at 3.30 pm in Church, we will remember our own
loved ones who have died. There will be the opportunity to light a candle and if
you give the vicar or a member of the PCC, a name in writing, that person will be
remembered by name during the service.
Do come to the Autumn Fayre on Saturday morning on November 16 th at 10 am –
we do a good line in morning coffee as well as lots of possible gifts for sale, not to
mention cakes, books etc etc.
Do remember that there will be a Family Service on Sunday 1st December at
10.30 am when the first candle of the Advent Ring will be lit. All very welcome.
Suitable for all ages. Refreshments served after the service.
Any ladies who would like to join the Ladies Circle and join us in a practice to sing
carols at one of the homes for senior citizens in December, please come to our
November meeting at The Vicarage, Thanet Road, Westgate on Monday 25 th
November at 2.30 pm. Tea and cake.
God bless ,

Barbara Way

Church Grounds Clearance
The two Saturdays this month spent on Church grounds maintenance and clearance went very well. There were seven of us on October 19 th (Graham, Valda,
Ruth and Douglas Neve, David Norman, and Ann and me). The rain held off for the
first hour but we carried on for another hour or more and got a lot done. We
were joined by Lorna and Philip Oliver, Joy Palmer, Jean Glover, Gill and Steve Posnett and their grandson Harry on the 26th, and they brought much more benign
weather with them.
This great attendance allowed for more work to be completed than we had anticipated, with gulleys cleared and sprayed, hedges and bushes trimmed, some tree
branches and young sycamores lopped or cut right back, convolvulus stripped out,
and rubbish picked up – and how much passers-by do manage to throw over the
church walls, let alone dog walkers failing to clean up behind their pets! We are
now resting on our laurels, at least for the rest of 2013.
Thanks to all of the above for their hard work done with great companionship and
to Ann for laying on coffee, tea, biscuits and soft drinks for our half time breaks.
Alan Clark

27th October

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 27th October

David Johan Onno and Joshua Callum Peters-Hughes
Jake Dennis Allinson

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”
Saturday 5th October

Amanda Tamsett and Adam Charlwood

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Please pray for - Jenny, Tina, Phyll, Evelyn, Tony, Doreen Ranson,
Phaedra, Julie, Anne, Joyce, Maureen,

Daphne,

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
Richard David Vaughan

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”

Churchwarden’s Report
It was good to see some of the uniformed organisations at our Harvest Festival
Service again this year. Thank you to all those who kindly brought gifts for the Thanet Food Link and for the residential homes in the Parish. 6 boxes and 2 bags of tins/
jars and 3 bags of pasta were delivered to the Food Bank and were gratefully received by the organisers. 8 residential homes were also appreciative of the gifts
they received, which included the beautifully decorated baskets made by the Rainbows. Members of the congregation particularly enjoyed the readings by the
Brownies and Rainbows this year. It was good to see so many people taking part in
the service for the benefit of all, including the sharing of the lovely harvest sheaf
loaf served with the refreshments following the service.
22 parishioners including Barbara and Andrew gathered together for The Community Harvest Lunch on the 12th October at 12 noon. The usual variety of dishes available for both courses were enjoyed and appreciated by all, as were the choice of
drinks with the meal. Tea/coffee followed afterwards.
Willing helpers ensured that the washing up/clearing up was a social occasion and
an exercise in good team work. It was good to learn that £44 was added to the
Church Heating Fund.
On Sunday, 3rd November at 10.30am there is a Family Communion led by Revd
Barbara Way and the Family Service group. At 3.30pm the All Souls’ Service led by
Revd Barbara Way and Revd Susan Wing, will be a time to remember with thanks
those who have passed away. The short service will be followed by refreshments.
On Sunday, 10th November at 10.30am there will be a Service of Remembrance in
Church led by Revd Barbara Way, Revd Susan Wing and Revd Andrew Way. The
Uniformed organisations are all welcome. Starting at 11.45am, a procession assembled outside the Church will proceed to the War Memorial for a short Act of Remembrance starting at 12 noon.
The United Reform Church (Westgate Bay Avenue) are kindly providing refreshments after this service.
Saturday, 16th November, 10am – 12 noon, our usual Autumn Fayre will be open
with the usual range of stalls and activities for everyone. We do hope that you will
be able to come and join us. This is one of our important fund-raising activities. As
you are aware, St. Saviour’s Church is a Listed Building and 129 years old, so large
sums of money have to be spent to keep the ministry and maintenance in good
order. We do depend on fund-raising events such as this one, to provide a fruitful
source of income. The Church is very much part of the community of Westgate and
we look forward to your support. Thank you.
Brenda Carter (Churchwarden)

News from St Saviour’s Church of England School
The main focus of all our work in school is the learning of our children. Schools are
increasingly accountable for the progress of children and rightly so. Whilst we value academic learning at St. Saviour’s, we also firmly believe that we should not lose
sight of the emotional, spiritual and moral development of the children in our care.
Rather than using numerous school rules, conduct around school is framed within
six ‘core values’: respect, excellence, community, resilience, enjoyment and compassion.
Events outside school have encouraged children and staff to think about the values
of community and compassion. Last academic year, a child at St. Saviour’s was diagnosed with a life-threatening illness. As the school considered how best to respond to the needs of the family, we found ourselves led by our children. The
utterly overwhelming support that the children showed for the child led to extensive fund raising for a cancer charity. Teachers expected to have ‘educate’ the
young lady’s peers so that they showed respect and were supportive. The anxieties
of staff quickly evaporated as even the ‘toughest’ boys showed massive empathy,
one even shaving his head to show solidarity when the girl lost her hair after chemotherapy. Children in years five and six insisted that the money they had raised at
our summer fair be donated towards a relevant charity.
This awareness of the needs of others is reflected in our teaching of Religious Education. We have been explicit, when teaching the children about Harvest Festival,
that we are grateful for the food which we receive but that we should share this
good fortune with those that are struggling to feed their families. Our Family Liaison Officer, Mrs Biggs has arranged for this year’s harvest food donations to be sent
to the Birchington food bank. We hope that the generosity of our families can provide some support to those families who are struggling at a time of severe financial
hardship; for some families in Thanet, the economic recovery seems very distant.
Sharp-eyed visitors to St. Saviour’s school may notice a difference in some of our
male members of staff during November. In order to raise funds and awareness for
the Men’s Health charity, some teachers will be growing moustaches as part of
‘Movember’. We hope that teachers will be role models for children and that they
will follow the teachers’ example (not by growing a moustache) by undertaking
charity work, but in truth our children are constantly approaching us with initiatives

and ideas for raising money.
Schools do not operate in isolation, it is important that the skills, knowledge and
values we nurture can be applied in the outside world. The bravery and hard work
of those facing adversity is humbling and it is a privilege for schools to support
those members of our community. St. Saviour’s Church is a key partner for our
school in teaching and applying positive values so that our children can go on to
become supportive, productive members of our community.
Nick Bonell Head of School

PLEASE! PLEASE! PLEASE!
Have you got any spare time to come and help clean our beautiful St. Saviour’s
Church?
We only have two friendly ladies now and they cannot keep all the church clean in
the time they can give.
They meet at 11.45am on the first and third Friday of every month for about an
hour, but it doesn’t have to be twice a month, once a month would be a great
help.
If you can help at all, please contact me on 01843 833876 (Brenda Carter –
Churchwarden).
November 2013
Dear Friends,
I would like to thank everyone for their prayers and interest during the time of my
illness and then my major operation.It helped me so much and it shows the Lord
does answer prayers.I am now making satisfactory progress to a full recovery.
Thanks again,
Jenny Wright
THE MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS SOCIETY
The MS Society Thanet Branch would like to offer our services to people and their
family’s affected by Multiple Sclerosis, the MS Society have been providing their
services for 60 years now, for support and information please contact the Lead
Support Officer - Michael
Telephone 07968123059

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS
Seasonal messages will appear in the December edition of “The
Link”.Messages can be hand written or emailed to Valda no later than SUNDAY NOVEMBER 24th. Donations for sending greetings this way to be given
to Brenda. All donations are for Church Funds.

From the Treasurer
September 2013 Monthly Financial Review
In September RECEIPTS amounted to £7,135
£3,090 (gross) was received from fees for weddings and funerals. £1,500 was received as a donation towards Church costs.
We made PAYMENTS of £4,029
We paid £1,319 to the Contractor as a final payment for the North window and
£164 for organ maintenance.
This resulted in an operating SURPLUS of £3,106, which was covered from the Current Account.
FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND)
The Flower fund stands at £253.
CHURCH HEATING (DESIGNATED FUND)
The PCC continues to plan to provide extra heating in the church as soon as possible.
In the meantime, any donations towards the cost of this will be most welcome.
Thank you. This fund at present stands at £75.
Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer)

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
St Saviour’s Ladies Circle
Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm. Next meeting
Monday 25th November at 2.30pm in the Vicarage
Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group details & inquiries ring Susan 836430
The Westgate Heritage Centre

WINTER PROGRAMME

Open on the first Saturday of each month 10am to 12 noon.
Saturday 2nd November Remembrancetide
10.30am TALK: “From Alamein to Sicily– 70 years ago”
Saturday 7th December 10.30am Talk “Hons and Royals”
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the
church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sunday 3rd November 10.30am FAMILY COMMUNION
Sunday 3rd November at 3.30pm All Souls Service
Sunday 10th November 10.30 am Remembrance Service in church followed
by procession and service at the War Memorial

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am SUNDAY 3rd NOVEMBER FAMILY COMMUNION
3.30pm ALL SOULS SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th
Wednesday of every month from 2-3pm.
WESTGATE DOCTORS SURGERY new telephone number is
03000 426426 - a local rate call
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

Westgate Library
Minster Road
Westgate-on-Sea
Kent
CT8 8BP
01843 831017
westgatelibrary@kent.gov.uk
0300 333 6022
Free Home Library Service
For people unable to get to the library, carers & those with ill health or disabilities.
The Home Library Service
Your local Kent County Council Library has a team of volunteers who deliver and collect library items to and from customers’ homes. This free service
is called The Home Library Service.
Home Library Service customers are entitled to longer loan periods and it’s
not just about books. Items that can be loaned include CDs, spoken word
cassettes, CDs and also large print books.
Many people benefit from joining The Home Library Service. Some of our
customers, for instance, find it hard to leave their home because they have to
care for another family member. Some customers are elderly or suffer with ill
health, whilst others may be new parents who need the service for a few
months until they get back on their feet.
This service would not be possible without our wonderful team of dedicated
volunteers and we are always looking for more people to support The
Home Library Service. If you think you could spare a few hours a week and
would enjoy making a difference to people’s lives, why not think about becoming a Home Library Service volunteer or volunteering for one of the
many other volunteer roles that we can offer?
Visit www.kent.gov.uk/leisure_and_culture/libraries/services_for_everyone,
phone us on 0300 333 6022, or next time you visit your local library ask for
more information and an application form.
Our team of dedicated volunteers have all passed either a Criminal Record
Bureau check or a Disclosure and Barring Service check.

