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Dear all
Welcome to the seasons of Advent and Christmas. How do you find this
season – is it full or excitement or does it feel to you a total disaster, full of
stress and angst?
It is certainly a time when we tend to be busy, both in the spending of money on presents and on festive food and drink; it is a time when those who
have suffered loss in previous years, can feel completely overwhelmed with
the business and high spirits of others. Some will take some notice of what
the Archbishop has said about refraining from putting ourselves into debt,
for the sake of buying expensive presents; others have, of course, been
thinking that way for a long time. It does make a lot of sense to keep Christmas as the festival of love and joy, rather than overwhelming stress and
hassle.
Look at it another way - Christmas is a time when heaven touches the earth;
the Son of God is born and angels announce His arrival. It is a time when
our complex world with its sadnesses and its wars and its mass movement
of whole populations into refugee camps hundreds of miles away from
home, can maybe stop for a moment and hear a different sound.
First century Palestine had suffered the Roman demands for registration
and everyone had to travel to register their identity. There was no accommodation. Yet somehow the heavenly angel broke through and some heard
their song. It was something of the absolute simplicity and deep profoundness of heaven, breaking into that complex world. Nothing is ever to be the
same again. Can we hear that song this Christmas? Maybe we can – just
give yourself a little silent space – and wonder…
Perhaps that is why we still find Christmas special – despite all the commercialisation, something happened here which still touches our inner heart
and spirit; something occurred silently in an ordinary and yet extraordinary
way, that changed everything. We can still feel the wonder of it if we stop
for a moment to think, to perhaps come to church, to pray, and to allow the
Love and Wonder of God to touch our lives – just for a moment.
Do come and join in any of the events put on by St. Saviour’s this Advent
and Christmas time. Details of these services are in this magazine. They are
designed with different styles to touch the hearts of many people and

are for various times and situations. They are all there to enable us to worship God and to touch something of the wonder and grace of God that is so
evident at this time of year if we will but give it a chance to touch us. Details of the Carol Service, the Crib and Christingle service, the Midnight Communion, and others are on another page.
God bless you and yours this Christmas-tide - Barbara

From the Treasurer
October 2013 Monthly Financial Review
In October RECEIPTS amounted to £6,737
A refund of £1,237 was received from the Diocese for weddings and funerals. £874
was the VAT return on the North Window and £1,000 grant was given by Marshalls
Charity.
We made PAYMENTS of £7,552
We paid £1,839 to British Gas as the amount owing to 30th September. The upgrade to the microphone system cost £1,354 and fees of £1,467 were assigned to
the Diocese.
This resulted in an operating DEFICIT of £815, which was covered from the Current
Account.
FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND)
The Flower fund stands at £234
CHURCH HEATING (DESIGNATED FUND)
The PCC hopes to provide extra heating in the church early in the New Year.
In the meantime, any donations towards the cost of this will be most welcome.
Thank you. This fund at present stands at £119.
Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer)

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Please pray for - Jenny, Tina, Phyll, Evelyn, Tony, Doreen Ranson,
Phaedra, Julie, Anne, Joyce, Maureen,

Daphne,

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
Mary Maroney

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
Phyllis Fox, Aubrey Attwood

Churchwarden’s Report
I am pleased to report that the many activities in November were enjoyed

by those of you able to come. We do realise that the winter months are not
easy and apologize for the church still being cold. We regret that the Diocese is taking such a long time to complete the necessary formalities but we
are unable to proceed without this permission. As soon as this is given, we
are ready to go ahead as the appointed contractors have been kept informed of the delay.
I know some of you are wondering what the scaffolding at the north side of
the church is for. A hole was discovered in the apex of the roof and has
now been repaired. Whilst doing this, the contractors, Mullaney Roofing,
have replaced as many of the tiles as can be reached from this scaffolding
and are also rectifying a leak in the valley of the porch.
A special thank you must be given to all those who helped to provide such a
well-presented and varied Autumn Fayre. It was a blessing that the weather on that day was good and that with your help and that of the community, we raised £573 for church funds. As you are aware, we do depend on
this event particularly, for funds for the maintenance of the church which is
more than the regular income provides. We are most grateful to you all.
As usual, we are now looking forward to the Christmas season with all the
events well advertised in The Link. Please do come and join us on these special occasions to support the ministry and mission of St. Saviour’s this
Christmastide. We look forward to welcoming you.
As you will see our Christingle and Crib Service is on Tuesday, 24th December at 4pm. As the Christingles take some time to prepare, we need help to
make these. We will be meeting at 2pm on Monday, 23rd December. Everything will be provided on the day. Please let me know if you can help as
we have over 100 to make and many hands make Christingles light work!
(833876)
With blessings and love for a very Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New
Year,
Brenda (Churchwarden)

Technology in school There have been many stories in the press recently about
the dangers of the internet and technology to children. We have undergone lots
of staff training in school in order to keep children safe, particularly when using
social media online. During these training sessions, staff have been horrified at the
potential for children to be approached by adults and groomed for abuse. The
threats to children online are very real and we spend lots of time and effort on
keeping children safe. All children at St. Saviour’s are taught the strategies that
will keep them safe when using computers.
Despite the dangers posed by technology, it is worth remembering what a powerful tool for learning computers and the internet can be. The school uses technology in some imaginative ways to engage children and promote learning.
Our network manager is currently in the process of using some new IPads to make
a short film with a small group of students. The project is part of a Thanet-wide
initiative to teach children film-making skills. The group is working on the theme
of ‘My Town’ and will be filming various aspects of life in Westgate-on-Sea; including the switching on of the Christmas lights, coastal life and the businesses in the
town. Recording and editing software is freely available for the equipment and the
children will be able to shoot, edit and create voiceovers for the film. The children
will be showing their films at the Turner Centre in the new year.
In another exciting project, Mr Baxter, a talented Year 6 teacher, will be learning
some very complex computer programming skills in conjunction with the ‘Epik’
organisation and passing on those skills to children in school. Children will learn
how to create the code that drives web pages and computer games. It was unthinkable five years ago that children in primary schools would be able to access
and develop computer skills at this level, but it is happening now.
Children use computers on a daily basis in school. Reading is assessed on a daily
basis, thanks to an application called Accelerated Reader. This software assesses
children’s reading ability, suggests book levels and then tests children’s understanding of what they have read. Children report that they love the system, they
engage with computers in a much more instinctive way than anyone over the age
of the thirty (certainly me!) ever could. We know that new technologies always
carry a risk to children, we take this seriously. As a school we are also genuinely
excited by the potential for engagement and learning that these technologies give
us. Nick Bonnell, Head of School, St Saviour’s School

With love and best wishes for a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year from
Brenda Carter
To all my friends at St Saviour’s I wish a Happy & Blessed Christmas and all Good
Wishes for the New Year from Jenny Wright
Happy Christmas & New Year letting God’s Love strengthen us one & all.
Love from John & Anne Bartlett
To All our Friends, Arthur & Pearl Wish you a Merry Christmas & a Happy New
Year. Owing to health reasons we cannot get to church on Sundays as much as we
would like to. St Saviour’s means a lot to us.
Christmas greetings & best wishes for the New Year from Beryl
Greetings. Wishing you all the very best for Christmas & the New Year. God Bless
From Edna
Christmas greetings & a Peaceful New Year to everyone, With our love Joy & Len
Ann & Alan Clark wish everybody a Happy Christmas & a Peaceful & Healthy New
Year.
As a newcomer, I would like to say a big Thank You for such a warm welcome & to
wish new friends; Blessings, Love, Joy & Peace at this Christmas Time from
Mrs Clare Wheeler
Gill & Jean wish all at St Saviour’s a Happy, Holy & Peaceful Christmas & New Year.
A Happy Christmas & healthy New Year from The Neve Family.

TRAINS FOR CHRISTMAS

It is not so long ago that you could travel by train and bus on the above day. Some
of these journeys were long distance. These were provided until the mid fifties.
Christmas 1931 the then L.N.E.R. Gave the Christmas Day lunch as follows:
Soup (Muligatorny)
Turkey Roast
Christmas Pudding (Brandy Sauce)
Crackers and Coffee
All for the princely sum of 2/ 6d on the Flying Scotsman.
There were stockings for the children, it was not explained how Santa had managed the chimney!
To brighten up the holiday for children living in the remote Highlands of Scotland
between the Wars, the District Engineer would deliver toys by a “special”. In 1946
dolls prams and model trains were delivered to 89 children in 35 houses between
Craigendoren and Mallaig on the West Highland line. Books were given to the
adults.
The Imperial Russian Royal family travelled on a church train, several of these cars
were to be found on the Trans-Siberian Railway. These were complete with bells,
icons and priests. They catered for all the people in the vicinity.
The Catholic Extension Siciety of the USA, of cours, went on and had a whole train.
It included confessionals, chapel fitted with an altar, sanctuary, organ all for 60
persons. There were sleeping berths, dining room/study, a superintendents room,
shower, bath and toilet and a fully equipped kitchen. All this on 75ft cars and 6
wheel bogies.
During the 1914-18 Great War the LNER passed out 4 clergymen as signalmen. The
Union blocked this move for whatever reason!
Fred Styles

PLEASE! PLEASE! PLEASE!
Have you got any spare time to come and help clean our beautiful St. Saviour’s
Church?
We only have two friendly ladies now and they cannot keep all the church clean in
the time they can give.
They meet at 11.45am on the first and third Friday of every month for about an
hour, but it doesn’t have to be twice a month, once a month would be a great
help.
If you can help at all, please contact me on 01843 833876 (Brenda Carter –
Churchwarden).
THE MULTIPLE SCLEROSIS SOCIETY
The MS Society Thanet Branch would like to offer our services to people and their
family’s affected by Multiple Sclerosis, the MS Society have been providing their
services for 60 years now, for support and information please contact the Lead
Support Officer - Michael
Telephone 07968123059

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL ENTRY
Did you know that if you are a member of a church congregation in the Diocese of
Canterbury, you can go into the Cathedral free of charge?
You need to fill out a form from the Visits Office.
It is a wonderful resource, and makes a great break in a busy days shopping or any
day out in the city.

WESTGATE ON SEA HERITAGE CENTRE
The Heritage Centre Winter Programme is now available.
Westgate on Sea Heritage Centre will be open on the 1ST SATURDAY OF EACH
MONTH from OCTOBER 2013 TO APRIL 2014 for the Winter season.
Saturday 7th December 10.30am Talk “Hons and Royals—a look at some of Westgate’s blue-blooded visitors”

Thanet Food Bank is doing well. Your ongoing support will be much appreciated. Thank you.

Anne & John Bartlett

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
St Saviour’s Ladies Circle
Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.
Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group details & inquiries ring Susan 836430
The Westgate Heritage Centre

WINTER PROGRAMME

Open on the first Saturday of each month 10am to 12 noon.
Saturday 7th December 10.30am Talk “Hons and Royals”
Saturday 4th January 10.30am Talk “ From bandstand to pavilion”
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the
church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sunday 1st December 10.30am Family Service
Sunday 15th December 3.30pm Carol Service
Tuesday 24th December 4pm Christingle and Crib Service
11.30pm Midnight Eucharist
Wednesday 25th December 10.30am Family Communion with Carols

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th
Wednesday of every month from 2-3pm.
WESTGATE DOCTORS SURGERY new telephone number is
03000 426426 - a local rate call
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

Westgate Library
Minster Road
Westgate-on-Sea
Kent
CT8 8BP
01843 831017
westgatelibrary@kent.gov.uk
0300 333 6022
Free Home Library Service
For people unable to get to the library, carers & those with ill health or disabilities.
The Home Library Service
Your local Kent County Council Library has a team of volunteers who deliver and collect library items to and from customers’ homes. This free service
is called The Home Library Service.
Home Library Service customers are entitled to longer loan periods and it’s
not just about books. Items that can be loaned include CDs, spoken word
cassettes, CDs and also large print books.
Many people benefit from joining The Home Library Service. Some of our
customers, for instance, find it hard to leave their home because they have to
care for another family member. Some customers are elderly or suffer with ill
health, whilst others may be new parents who need the service for a few
months until they get back on their feet.
This service would not be possible without our wonderful team of dedicated
volunteers and we are always looking for more people to support The
Home Library Service. If you think you could spare a few hours a week and
would enjoy making a difference to people’s lives, why not think about becoming a Home Library Service volunteer or volunteering for one of the
many other volunteer roles that we can offer?
Visit www.kent.gov.uk/leisure_and_culture/libraries/services_for_everyone,
phone us on 0300 333 6022, or next time you visit your local library ask for
more information and an application form.
Our team of dedicated volunteers have all passed either a Criminal Record
Bureau check or a Disclosure and Barring Service check.

