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A Letter from The Rev’d. Barbara Way 

Greetings from Westgate Vicarage and a very Happy New Year to 
you all 
 

Welcome to January 2014!  First there are the last five of the twelve days of 
Christmas, and then on 6th January, we begin the season of the Epiphany, 
when traditionally in the Christian tradition, we think of the wise men com-
ing from afar to see the new baby king.  It is the first recording of how the 
Christ-child was for people of all races – any who wish to be a part of this 
wonderful faith.  It is for any who can still wonder and look afresh at what is 
important in this world, for any who can find a touch of heaven within the 
created order. 

It is also a time traditionally for new resolutions or a new determination to 
try again!  Perhaps at the beginning of 2014, we could resolve to spend a 
little time each day – perhaps only a couple of minutes – to be quiet and to 
wonder, and to be at peace, and even to pray.  It could make an amazing 
difference to your life.   
 

It is not that everything is suddenly ok or that all our troubles are removed.  
It is more that we can find a different way of looking at things, to find a way 
to cope and still have hope, a way of touching base and to be still and some-
how know that God is God, and God cares for us and is a part of our lives. 
 

So perhaps we can think of the wise men coming and offering their gifts, 
recognising that the new king was not to be born in the palace of the cor-
rupt King Herod, but in humble surroundings to people who were away 
from home seeking shelter, and who were to become refugees for some 
years fleeing persecution.  As we do so, perhaps we can pray for others in 
that situation across the world at this time.  Perhaps we can contribute to 
the food banks in Cliftonville and in Newington – we have a box for contri-
butions in church.  
 

God bless you and very best wishes for 2014 

          - Barbara  



FROM THE REGISTERS 

 

For those Baptised 

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”   

 

 

 For those joined in Holy Matrimony 

“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they 

may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to 

each other” 

 

The Sick 

“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit” 

Please pray for  -  Jenny,  Tina,  Phyll,  Evelyn, Tony,   Doreen Ranson,    Daphne, 

Phaedra, Julie, Anne, Joyce, Maureen, Terry, Mary 

 

The Departed 

“Lord now lettest thou thy servant  depart in peace, according to thy word” 

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their 

families and friends 

John Shipway,   Joan Howard-Field 

 

 

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for 

giving them to us”    

 Cyril Robert Barker                                                                                                                                                                           



Churchwarden’s Report 
 

We hope you all enjoyed the Christmas services this year.  The Cri b and 
Christingle service was once again the highlight for many families and chil-
dren and was led by Barbara, Andrew and Susan.  I am pleased to say that 
they were all well provided for with comfortable seating, carol sheets with 
large print, service sheets, christingles and above all, a very warm welcome. 
The singing of Away in a Manger by candlelight accompanied by Graham 
Cooper on the organ, was a very special time for all, a time for reflection.   

The collection of £210 is being sent to the Thanet Children’s Society.  We 
thank you on its behalf for your generous giving. 

The Midnight Christmas service with carols also was led by Barbara, An-
drew and Susan and was enjoyed by a congregation of approximately sixty.  
A collection of £108 was gratefully received for the maintenance of the 
church, which looked lovely for Christmastide.  Thank you for your support. 

Christmas Day was well celebrated by Barbara, Andrew and Susan with car-
ols played by Gill on the Clavinova.  Among the congregation there were 
many visitors as well as our usual friends.  It was a time of great joy as the 
bells rang out as they had over the Christmastide, thanks to Stuart and his 
team.  A collection of £92 is much appreciated and will go towards the nec-
essary maintenance work of the church.  We thank you very much for your 
kindness. 

You must be wondering why I have particularly thanked you all for your 
generosity this Christmastime.  We are indeed always most grateful for 
your support for the maintenance of the church building and the ministry 
and mission for the benefit of the community of Westgate-on-Sea.  

I would like to take this opportunity to include the message sent to me by 
the Diocese of Canterbury:-  

 

Dear Brenda,                                                                                     23rd December 
2013. 

                       Westgate-on-Sea St Saviour PCC – Parish Share 2013 

On behalf of the Diocese of Canterbury, I would like to thank you for the 
recent standing order payment in settlement of the 2013 Parish Share.   



I confirm that the full share has now been paid for the year and that your 
discount of 0.1% has been applied. 

Your payment in full confirms the congregation’s commitment to this Dio-
cese.  I would ask that you pass on our thanks at the earliest opportunity. 

With best wishes 

Yours sincerely 

Clare Larter 

Assistant Diocesan Accountant 
 

With love and blessings for a very Happy and Peaceful New Year,  Brenda 

 

FROM THE TREASURER 

November  2013 Monthly Financial Review  

In November RECEIPTS amounted to £4,004 

We received £411 rent, £573 from the Autumn Fayre and £673 indemnity claim 
from British Gas. 

We made PAYMENTS of £3,224 

We spent £197 on candles, wafers etc., £235 for a faculty covering the heating im-
provements and pulpit rail and fees of £403 were assigned to the Diocese.  

This resulted in an operating SURPLUS of £780. 

 

FLOWER  FUND (DESIGNATED FUND)  

The Flower fund stands at £234. 

 

CHURCH HEATING (DESIGNATED FUND) 

The PCC still hopes  to provide extra heating in the church early in the New Year. 

In the meantime, any donations towards the cost of this will be most welcome.  
Thank you.  This fund at present stands at £129.  

Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer)  



Invitation from the Friends of St Saviour’s Church 

 

We are holding our annual coffee morning in Church on Saturday 25th January from 
10am to 12noon and very much hope you can join us. Admission is free but there 
will be a small charge for refreshments. There will also be a raffle. 

 

The Committee would also like to remind everyone that subscriptions for 2014 are 
now due and hope that many will use the coffee morning as an opportunity to re-
new their membership. Forms are always available at the back of the Church but 
will be easier to find on the day.  

 

Thanks to the many donations in the past, the annual subscription can be kept at 
£2.00. However, we hope that you will continue to be generous with donations in 
2014 so that we can make grants to the PCC in accordance with our objectives: to 
assist and support the Parish Priest, Churchwardens and Parochial Church Council 
to 

maintain, repair, renew, improve and enhance and extend the structure and 
fabric, furniture, furnishings, fixtures and fittings of St Saviour’s Church 
(including the bells and organ) and 

maintain and improve the garden and grounds of the Church including the sur-
rounding walls. 

 

You may be interested to know that grants to the Parochial Church Council during 
2013 totalled £1,016.00 for grass cutting, PAT testing, the new water heaters in the 
Vestry and Toilet, and repairs to the Vestry safe and porch handles. 

 

Finally, the Committee would like to stress that you do not need to worship in St 
Saviour’s Church to be a member of The Friends.  

 

Christine Attwood                       

Secretary 



School Carol Concert December 2013 

 

On 18 December 2013, St Saviours School held their carol concert in church.  
It is always well supported by parents, grandparents, families and friends, 
and this year was no exception with the church filled to capacity.  The con-
cert opened with the first verse of Once in Royal Davids City sung solo, after 
which everyone joined in.  There followed readings by teaching staff, sup-
port staff and governors, interspersed with music from year 5 and year 6 
recorder groups, the school orchestra and the guitar ensemble.  Music was 
also provided by an instrumental solo of Rudolf the Red Nosed Reindeer, 
Frosty the Snowman by a clarinet ensemble and I Saw Three Ships and Jolly 
Old St Nick by instrumental trios.  Further variety came from the school 
choir singing Holly and the Mistletoe, Hallelujah, Love Shone Down and a 
polished performance of a Spanish Carol sung in Spanish.  The Community 
choir sang The Holly and the Ivy, Gaudete and +concluding with a comical 
sketch portraying some ‘merry’ carol singers.  Prayers were led by St Sav-
iour’s pupils and a blessing given by the Reverend Way.  Throughout, the 
concert was ably hosted by Poppy McBride and Jake Coltham Lei who intro-
duced each item in the concert.  The concert ended with everyone joining in 
singing the Twelve Days of Christmas, where the congregation was divided 
up to sing a particular verse and stand up when it was their turn.  As the 
song progressed through the twelve verses the enthusiasm increased as 
each verse was sung with considerable gusto.  A great climax to an inspiring 
concert displaying many talented pupils.  The provision of a mince pie on 
exit really set the scene for the Christmas season. 

 

On the following Friday, the last day of term, St Saviours School came to 
church for their Christmas service.  The school choir gave an exemplary per-
formance in singing their carols.  The Christmas story was told by several 
pupils throughout the service.  Prayers were said and a final Christmas 
blessing given by the Reverend Way.  At the end of the service, Mr Bonell, 
Head of School, thanked all staff at the school for their hard work particular-
ly given that an Ofsted inspection could occur at any time.  Special thanks 
were accorded to Mrs Read for creating the concert and service itineraries. 



A SIGHT FOR SORE EYES? 

“To keep me from being too elated by abundance of revelation, a thorn was 

given me in the flesh…” So writes St Paul (2 Corinthians 12 v7) 

Much learned commentary has arisen from Paul’s references to his thorn in 

the flesh.  What, exactly, was his affliction? It must have been a constant 

trial for Paul to make mention of it so often, and was, presumably, common 

knowledge amongst recipients of his letters - so well known that there was 

no need to be specific, and therefore we are left to speculate. 

I was brought up to think it was something related to his Damascus Road 

experience– something wrong with his eyes.  Anyone who has recurring 

inflammation around their eyes will know how he felt, if this was, indeed, 

the case.  I have often found this a tangiable link with the man Paul, who 

could seem such a difficult saint, as I have suffered this kind of inflamma-

tion since I was a toddler - but so far I have been spared the visions. 

On a recent routine eye-test the optician noticed my sore, itchy, red eyes 

and suggested I should bathe them night and morning with a solution of 

Bicarbonate of Soda.  After 60 years trying all manner of cures I was scepti-

cal.  “So much eye-wash!” I thought.  How wrong could I be? IT WORKED! 

So, I pass this on to you.  It doesn’t sting, and couldn’t be cheaper to try. 

I use a small individual drink bottle, one with a big screw cap.  Clean the 

bottle well, then put one heaped teaspoon of Bicarb into it, and fill with 

cooled, previously boiled , water from the kettle.  I tear a cotton-wool pad 

in two then pour some solution into the bottle cap.  Dip half the cotton pad 

into the solution, till almost dripping and bathe one eyelid, letting some 

solution wet the eye.  Throw it away and use the other piece of cotton pad 

to repeat the process on the other eye.  Dry eyes without wiping - wash 

bottle cap before replacing. 

Alas for Paul! I don’t think Bicarb had been invented in his day! 

Andrea Chance                                                                                                                                                            



By Harry Posnett 

Aged 8 

Harry took part in 

the grounds  

clearance in  

October. 



PLEASE!    PLEASE!   PLEASE! 

Have you got any spare time to come and help clean our beautiful St. Saviour’s 
Church? 

We only have two friendly ladies now and they cannot keep all the church clean in 
the time they can give. 

They meet at 11.45am on the first and third Friday of every month for about an 
hour, but it doesn’t  have to be twice a month, once a month would be a great 
help.   

If you can help at all, please contact me on 01843 833876  (Brenda Carter – 

Churchwarden).  

 

        CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL ENTRY 

Did you know that if you are a member of a church congregation in the Diocese of 
Canterbury, you can go into the Cathedral free of charge? 

You need to fill out a form from the Visits Office. 

It is a wonderful resource, and makes a great break in a busy days shopping or any 
day out in the city. 

 

WESTGATE ON SEA HERITAGE CENTRE 

The Heritage Centre Winter Programme is now available. 

Westgate on Sea Heritage Centre  will be open on the 1ST SATURDAY OF EACH 

MONTH from OCTOBER 2013 TO APRIL 2014 for the Winter season. 

Saturday 4th January 10am to 12noon HERITAGE CENTRE 

                                        10.30am Talk “From bandstand to pavilion” 

   

Thanet Food Bank is doing well.  Your ongoing support will be much ap-

preciated.  Thank you.          Anne & John Bartlett                                                                                                                                                              



CHURCH ACTIVITIES 
 

St Saviour’s Ladies Circle 

Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.   

 

Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm. 

 

Bible Study Group  details & inquiries ring Susan 836430 

 

The Westgate Heritage Centre      WINTER PROGRAMME  

Open on the first  Saturday of each month 10am to 12 noon. 

Saturday 4th January  10.30am Talk “ From bandstand to pavilion” 

Saturday  1st February 10.30am Talk “Financial Scandal” 

Refreshments available. 

 

Church Cleaning   11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month 

 

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church -  Annual Membership Fee only £2 

New members welcome.  Join the  Friends of St Saviour’s church  

Subscription only  £2 per year .  All monies raised go towards the up-

keep of the church and grounds.  Membership forms at the back of the 

church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Saturday 25th January   10am to 12noon Friends of St Saviour’s Church 

Coffee Morning                 

                              



CHURCH SERVICES  

Sunday Services 

8am Said Eucharist  Book of Common Prayer 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

10.30am  First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE 

 

Weekday Service  

Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)  

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

1st Westgate Rainbows                   Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm 

8th Westgate Brownies                   Fridays 5.30 to 7pm 

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate. 

 

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users  

There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery - 

 every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice. 

 
There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th 
Wednesday of every month from  2-3pm. 

 

WESTGATE DOCTORS SURGERY new telephone number is 

03000   426426  - a local rate call 

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations  

towards the cost of printing would be appreciated. 





Westgate Library 

Minster Road 

Westgate-on-Sea 

Kent 

CT8 8BP 

01843 831017 

westgatelibrary@kent.gov.uk 

0300 333 6022 

Free Home Library Service 

 

For people unable to get to the library, carers & those with ill health or disa-
bilities. 

The Home Library Service 

Your local Kent County Council Library has a team of volunteers who deliv-
er and collect library items to and from customers’ homes. This free service 

is called The Home Library Service. 

Home Library Service customers are entitled to longer loan periods and it’s 
not just about books. Items that can be loaned include CDs, spoken word 
cassettes, CDs and also large print books. 

Many people benefit from joining The Home Library Service. Some of our 
customers, for instance, find it hard to leave their home because they have to 
care for another family member. Some customers are elderly or suffer with ill 
health, whilst others may be new parents who need the service for a few 
months until they get back on their feet. 

This service would not be possible without our wonderful team of dedicated 
volunteers and we are always looking for more people to support The 
Home Library Service. If you think you could spare a few hours a week and 
would enjoy making a difference to people’s lives, why not think about be-
coming a Home Library Service volunteer or volunteering for one of the 

many other volunteer roles that we can offer? 

Visit www.kent.gov.uk/leisure_and_culture/libraries/services_for_everyone, 
phone us on 0300 333 6022, or next time you visit your local library ask for 
more information and an application form. 

Our team of dedicated volunteers have all passed either a Criminal Record 

Bureau check or a Disclosure and Barring Service check.                         

mailto:westgatelibrary@kent.gov.uk

