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A Letter from The Rev’d. Barbara Way
Greetings from Westgate Vicarage and a very Happy New Year to you
all
February is a strange month – unlike any other. It is the only month with
fewer than thirty days; it is a month which can be bitterly cold, but also a
month when the snowdrops are up, and a month when early Spring bulbs
risk showing themselves, possibly to regret that action as the frost bites
again. That is a typical February.
Yet this year, we have seen many plants starting up early, and some still
surviving since the summer. So far, as I write on 20th January, there has
been no snow in southern Britain and very little frost. Sun – a little. Rain
and wind – well so much that there seems capacity for very little more. If
this is global warming (and it is very close to what we were warned to expect), then what action, if any, is being considered?
The Environment Agency is providing flood warnings and flood protection
schemes have been built in some places – not least in Deal, where we
watched the massive undertaking happen. We are getting better at recycling, but I guess could do more. We can do more perhaps at saving energy
in our homes, in church, in our places of work.
It is maybe for all of us to consider carefully what we can do to help. Have
you ever considered how our society would cope if we ran short of electricity or short of oil or gas? Yet the whole idea of shale gas in a small and
crowded country seems undesirable in many ways. We do need to engage
in discussion as a society about these matters, and to do so soon, with intelligence and open minds.
Next month sees the beginning of Lent and I will be able to tell you more
about planned services for the Lent and Easter seasons in the next issue.
Meanwhile I would like to thank the many people who came to services in
St. Saviour’s over the Christmas holiday. I hope to see you again at various
times during this year.
God bless
- Barbara

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Please pray for - Jenny, Tina, Phyll, Evelyn, Tony, Doreen Ranson, Daphne,
Phaedra, Julie, Joyce, Maureen, Terry, Mary

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
Rose-Marie Coster,

Anne Rosemary Harrell,

Patricia “Patsy” Holden,

Gordon Neville Ironside

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
Ann Pilcher

Churchwarden’s Report
At this time of year, the Parochial Church Council (PCC) is busy preparing for the
Annual Vestry and Parochial Church Meeting which has to be held not later than
the 30th April each year. All lay persons whose names are entered on the roll of the
parish shall be entitled to attend the annual meeting and to take part in its proceedings, and no other lay person shall be so entitled. The Parish Priest (Revd Barbara Way) is entitled to attend and take part!
The date chosen by the PCC for this year’s Annual Meeting is Saturday, 12th April,
2014 at 10.30am.

1. After the welcome and apologies for absence, the Minutes of last year’s
meeting on 13th April, 2013, will be checked and any matters arising will be discussed.

2. Then follows the Annual Vestry meeting for the election of Churchwardens (at
present Mrs. Brenda Carter).

3. The Annual Parochial Church Meeting elects members to the PCC (at present
Revd Barbara Way, Brenda Carter, Alan Clark, Christine Attwood, Jean Glover, Graham Neve) and to the Deanery Synod (at present Alan Clark).

4. Sidespersons and an Independent Examiner of the PCC Accounts are appointed.

5. The Annual Report and Financial Statements of the PCC for the year ended 31 st
December, 2013, are explained and discussed.

6. The Report of the Electoral Roll Officer is read (at present Valda Neve).
7. Any Other Business can be put forward at this point.
The last item is the review of the Parish during 2013 by Revd Barbara Way.
This meeting usually takes approximately one hour.
After this meeting, the newly formed PCC will meet for a short time to appoint a
secretary, treasurer, and electoral roll officer.
You may now be wondering why I have written this article such a long time before
the Annual Meeting. The reason is that it is helpful for you to be aware of the details involved and appreciate the importance of the meeting for the future wellbeing of St. Saviour’s Church. Would you kindly make a note of the date of the
meeting in your diary now, so that as many of you as possible will be able to come
and enjoy the proceedings.
With love and thanks for your continued support,

Brenda

News from St Saviour’s Church of England School
ipad Callenge by Lucius in Year 5
I was lucky enough to be chosen for the iPad challenge. Me and three
other children had to make a film with the title 'What my town means to
me'. We made a film about Westgate on Sea. Mr Olive and Mrs Morland, helped us to shoot and edit the film, we used i Movie on the iPad.
We came out of class for two afternoons and walked to Westgate, we
filmed in the barbers and other shops as well as St.Saviour's Church,
we wanted to show all of the places we spend time at. We also took
some shots of the beach and prom.
We learned a lot about filming and editing, Mrs Morland and Mr Olive
were really patient and helped us to assemble the film, rather than just
doing it for us. Last week, we went to a screening of the film at the
Turner Contemporary Gallery in Margate. Most of the schools in the
area had made similar films, we all got to introduce our film and the
man plugged our iPad in to a projector and the audience watched it. All
of our parents and carers came and watched, there were also lots of
local teachers and headteachers there. There was a judging panel with
people who worked for the gallery, as well as a film maker, who decided which film was the best. Cliftonville Primary School's film won but all
of the films were really good. i felt really proud when everyone applauded our film.
I learned a lot about film making and using the iPad, I also got much
better at working as a team. There are other iPad challenges planned
for this year but we don't know what the tasks will be yet. i am really
glad I was given the chance to take part in the project.

THE WESTGATE HERITAGE CENTRE AND WORLD WAR I
By the time you read this, the first of the 130 BBC programmes called “Britain’s Great War”, narrated by Jeremy
Paxton, will have been seen. Anyone who reads a newspaper,
listens to the radio, or watches television cannot fail to have
noticed that 2014 is the 100th anniversary of the outbreak of
what came to be known as the Great War. Huge sums of money have been given
to our major institutions, to put on exhibitions and to support projects, to commemorate this event. The Imperial War Museum will shortly open new galleries
entirely devoted to the subject. It is looking for new material from people across
the nation, who may have been searching family archives or looking in longforgotten boxes and suitcases in lofts and cellars. You may have heard of it and
be intending to contribute.
At the Westgate Heritage Centre in St Saviour’s Church, we shall be playing our own part in this commemoration – note it is commemoration, not celebration. Even in 1918, when at last the Armistice was signed and weapons laid
down, there was cause only for thanksgiving, not for celebration. How could
there be celebration, when millions of young lives had been lost, many others
wounded in body or mind and there were countless homes, where hearts were
broken and empty places, which could never be re-filled?
Westgate had much of which to be proud – there are 79 names of those
who had laid down their lives inscribed on our War Memorials The total population at the 1911 census was 3538, of which 1341 were males and 2197 females.
For every one of those lives, there was a family mourning the loss of a son, a father, a husband or a brother. In our commemorations, we shall not try to compete with the major museums and the BBC by looking at the details of battles and
campaigns. We shall concentrate on how the war affected the people of Westgate – we know so much about those young men who did not return here – we
know where they lived, the work they did, where they went to school, whether
or not they had siblings, when they enlisted and when they fell. They will be honoured, especially in November 2014, but much of the time we shall be looking at
how day to day life in the community was changed..
We have an ambitious programme spread over seven months from May
until November. We are fortunate in having many original sources on which to
draw – St Saviour’s School Log Book, Westgate on Sea Parish Council Minutes, St
Saviour’s church registers and Vestry Minutes, local newspapers and many more.
From August, when we have all been asked to commemorate nationally
the fourth day of that month, when Britain declared war on Germany, we shall
have a list of those who died, putting up their names on the day of their death. It

will grow steadily, just as it did 100 years ago, when their names were recorded as
the tragic news came in.
We would, however, like to honour those who fought and returned. We already have information on more than 220 of the 407 named on the Rolls of Honour, of men from Westgate who were serving, which hang in the War Memorial
Chapel, but we would welcome more. If you had a relative or family friend who
lived in Westgate at the time of the Great War and would like to have him remembered, please contact me, or Christine Attwood or Valda Neve as soon as possible.
In order to give the opportunity to remember to those who live in Westgate today, but whose loved ones may have lived elsewhere, it is our intention,
also, to have a special separate board on which to name them. We would like to
feel that all that we do is inclusive in as many ways as possible.
Details of our programme will be put into The Link at regular intervals. We
hope that you will come to see the displays and hear some of the talks.
Dr Dawn Crouch Consultant Historian to the Heritage Centre

FROM THE TREASURER
December 2013 Monthly Financial Review
In December RECEIPTS amounted to £5,351
We received Funeral fees of £320 and an £1,800 refund of interregnum expenses.
We made PAYMENTS of £5,595
We paid £1,068 for repair of the church roof and £747 for a Quinquennial Inspection.
This resulted in an operating DEFICIT of £244.
FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND)
The Flower fund stands at £200.
CHURCH HEATING (DESIGNATED FUND)
The PCC continues to hope to provide extra heating in the church early this year.
We apologise for the church being cold, especially for those events held at the back
of the church where there is no heating at present.
In the meantime, any donations towards the cost of the new heating will be most
welcome. Thank you. This fund at present stands at £179.
Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer)

Friends of St Saviours coffee morning
Thankyou to all who attended our coffee morning on Saturday 25 January .
We received £204 in subscriptions and donations and made a tidy sum
on the raffle and refreshments . All the money goes to the upkeep of the
fabric of the building and the grounds of the church. We were able to make
a grant to the PCC this year of £1956 for annual grass cutting , removal of
the scots pine tree in the grounds and for a replacement tree. We also paid
for a new pulpit handrail. Thankyou for your donations and support at
fundraising events which have covered the cost of these.
Thankyou to all who helped at the coffee morning. Ann Clark and Lorna
Oliver on refreshments, Ann and John Bartlett and Joy Palmer providing a
raffle and Ann Lawrence and Christine Attwood collecting subscriptions.
If you would like to become a member of the Friends, the cost is only £2
a year , a very worthwhile cause.
Susan Bennett Chairman.

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY CITIES OF COLOGNE &
AACHEN
The Revd.David and Mrs.Andrea Chance have been asked by the Christian
travel company, PAX TRAVEL to lead an ecumenical pilgrimage to Cologne
and Aachen, September 12-17 2014. The journey will be by train from London and Kent to Germany. It will cost £599 which includes all fast train
travel, three nights central Ibis hotel B & B in Cologne, two nights central
Ibis hotel in Aachen. Included are guided tours of Cologne cathedral, to see
the shrine of the Three Magi, and the Romanesque city churches; and entry
to Charlemagne’s Aachen cathedral. Extras are lunches and dinners and an
optional River Rhine boat trip to Konigswinter (£39). There is a great deal to
see and do in these historic and cultural places in good company . Leaflets
and information from Pax Travel Ltd., 57-59 Rochester Place, London, NW1
9JU, 0207 485 3003, or from David and Andrea Chance, 3 Norman Road,
Westgate on Sea, Kent CT8 8RR, 07821627662.

PLEASE! PLEASE! PLEASE! Have you got any spare time to come and help
clean our beautiful St. Saviour’s Church?
We only have two friendly ladies now and they cannot keep all the church clean in
the time they can give.
They meet at 11.45am on the first and third Friday of every month for about an
hour, but it doesn’t have to be twice a month, once a month would be a great
help.
If you can help at all, please contact me on 01843 833876 (Brenda Carter –
Churchwarden).

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL ENTRY
Did you know that if you are a member of a church congregation in the Diocese of
Canterbury, you can go into the Cathedral free of charge?
You need to fill out a form from the Visits Office.
It is a wonderful resource, and makes a great break in a busy days shopping or any
day out in the city.
A note from David to all at st saviours church
Happy new year to you all and the church wardens and I am still around. I am still
keeping in touch with Brenda carter and let me know how you all are doing and I
am doing well for myself at these times and just letting you know that I have
written a story when I went to see dick Whittington pantomime at the Granville
theatre in Ramsgate which was on the Saturday 4th January 2014.
On Saturday 4th January I went to see Dick Whittington the pantomime with my
friend from redcliffe and we got to the theatre before 2.00pm so in between the
show it was time for a break because that’s what you do if you go and see a show
so this was the funniest part while that was happening. I went up to ask can I have
three large posters so she said yes I will go and see if we have any spares for you so
she came in while the next part of the show was on. After the last part we all went
different ways and it was pouring down with rain and I decided to put my posters
on the top of my bag and running I could not see the bus and it was getting wet and
I kept saying where are my posters what the lady gave me to bring home and I ran
back near the Granville theatre and guess where it was in the pouring rain puddle,
soaked and I went to pick the posters up. I was walking home in the pouring rain
like a drowned wet penguin and I got soaked. My clothes were soggy too. How funny. This week I will look on the weather forecast and find out when it is next raining. Be safe From David friend of st Saviours church

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
St Saviour’s Ladies Circle
Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.
Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group details & inquiries ring Susan 836430
The Westgate Heritage Centre

WINTER PROGRAMME

Open on the first Saturday of each month 10am to 12 noon.
Saturday 1st February 10.30am Talk “Financial Scandal”
Saturday 1st March 10.30am Talk “1894– A Parish Council for Westgate
on Sea
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the
church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Saturday 12th April Annual Parochial Church Meeting at 10.30am in church

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.
The Rainbows and Brownies would welcome donations of the Active
Kids Vouchers from Sainsbury’s to obtain new
equipment

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th
Wednesday of every month from 2-3pm.
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

