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A letter from the Revd Barbara Way Greetings from Westgate Vicarage
,

It is a year since I came to Westgate-on-Sea. It was a really cold time in the middle
of Lent as Easter was to be very early last year. This year is the opposite. As I write,
it is quite warm and Lent has not yet begun as Easter is not until much later in April.
It has been an eventful year and our thanks to many of you for making us feel so
welcome here.
So as I write, Lent is nearly upon us and also the beginning of Spring. Lent always
sounds like it ought to be penitential, and I guess it is a time to take stock and possibly give something up for the forty days and maybe give money saved to a charity
or a good cause, or non-perishable food to our “food bank” box. These things are
done to help those in need, but also to help us to be more spiritually aware as we
move towards Good Friday and Easter time. From this time, new shoots of spiritual
awareness can blossom.
Spring is an unpredictable season with showers and sunshine, cold and warmth – a
time of new growth and buds shooting everywhere. It is also a time when, traditionally, people did their spring cleaning and made the house ready for the summer
sunshine, when all the dust and smeary marks would show up. I wonder this year
what the Spring weather will be like, after such a strange winter?
Both aspects of the season then offer serious work, but also signs of hope and the
potential of new life. It is a season that challenges us to look at ourselves in relation to God and to our world. It is the time when we can look forward and prepare
ourselves, both on a practical and on a spiritual level.
Jesus went out into the desert, the wilderness, after his baptism in order to prepare
himself for the ministry that was to come. He then had just three years with his
disciples to teach and heal and demonstrate a new way. The world was changed
from this time. We have the opportunity in Lent to link ourselves to this new way
that came to be called Christian, which simply means “to follow Christ”.
Perhaps this Lent, you could consider what this might mean for you. There are two
groups meeting in Lent in Westgate, which could help you do this if you wish. If you
prefer to think about things on your own, you could spend a little time in prayer
each day, perhaps reading a little from a gospel to help you along and then meditating on the words. A good place to start is the gospel of Mark – read a few verses
each day and see what you find there. It is a good read and gives first hand experience of the ministry of Jesus.
If you would like to know more, come to the church to one of the services and find
out for yourself. You would be very welcome.
God bless you , Barbara

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Please pray for - Dot, Jenny, Tina, Phyll, Evelyn, Tony, Doreen Ranson,
Daphne, Phaedra, Julie, Joyce, Maureen, Terry, Mary

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
Jean Melloy, Jack Coppin, Margaret Mary Congdon, Martha Bushell, Hilary

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
Rose Ellen Rice, Nicholas Clark, Frederick Charles Waterfield

Churchwarden’s Report
My report for this month includes an important reminder that the Annual Vestry
and Parochial Church Meeting is on Saturday, 12th April, 2014 at 10.30am in
church. Light refreshments will be available from 10.00am.
All lay persons whose names are entered on the roll of the parish shall be entitled
to attend the annual meeting and to take part in its proceedings, and no other lay
person shall be so entitled.
(A copy of the electoral roll is available on the table at the back of the church
should you need to check that you are included).
Please make a note of this date and time in your diary and try to come as it is an
important meeting to ensure the future well-being of St. Saviour’s Church.
You will be pleased to hear that at long last the PCC has been given permission to
proceed with the planned increase to the heating at the back of the church and to
install a new safety rail to the pulpit.
The contractors for the heating improvements will be Coastal Electrics of Westgate
and they will be starting work as soon as possible. The heating will be increased by
the provision of two pillar electric heaters and one wall electric heater over the
West Door. In addition there will be an electric door curtain over the main door
into the church which will be switched on during entry and off when services commence.
The iron and brass safety pulpit rail has to be specially made to suit our requirements and will be installed as soon as possible.
As Lent commences there will be an Ash Wednesday service in church on March 5 th
at 11am with the Distribution of Ashes followed by a Lent Group starting a five
week series of meetings at Rev. Susan Wing’s home in Minster Road at 7pm on
March 6th. This year for the first time, there will also be another Lent Group
starting the same five week series of meetings on Tuesday, 11 th March, at 10am –
12noon at the Vicarage, Thanet Road, with Revd Barbara Way.
Mothering Sunday is celebrated on 30th March with a Family Service at 10.30am,
when there will be the usual distribution of flower posies.
We look forward to seeing you on these special occasions,
With love, Brenda

FROM THE TREASURER
January 2014 Monthly Financial Review
In January RECEIPTS amounted to £5,464
Gift Aid Tax Refund amounted to £1,345 and we received a grant from the Friends
of St. Saviour’s for £1,956 for a replacement of the felled Scots Pine, grass cutting
for the season and a new pulpit safety rail.
We made PAYMENTS of £3,155
Monthly Insurance cost £446 and Heating and Lighting for the month cost £322.
This resulted in an operating SURPLUS of £2,309
FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND)
The Flower fund stands at £200.
CHURCH HEATING (DESIGNATED FUND)
The PCC has at long last received permission to go ahead with the planned heating
scheme for the back of the church. (see Churchwarden’s report)
Any donations towards the cost of the new heating will be most welcome. Thank
you. This fund at present stands at £199.
Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer)

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY CITIES OF COLOGNE & AACHEN
The Revd.David and Mrs.Andrea Chance have been asked by the Christian
travel company, PAX TRAVEL to lead an ecumenical pilgrimage to Cologne
and Aachen, September 12-17 2014. The journey will be by train from London and Kent to Germany. It will cost £599 which includes all fast train
travel, three nights central Ibis hotel B & B in Cologne, two nights central
Ibis hotel in Aachen. Included are guided tours of Cologne cathedral, to see
the shrine of the Three Magi, and the Romanesque city churches; and entry
to Charlemagne’s Aachen cathedral. Extras are lunches and dinners and an
optional River Rhine boat trip to Konigswinter (£39). There is a great deal to
see and do in these historic and cultural places in good company . Leaflets
and information from Pax Travel Ltd., 57-59 Rochester Place, London, NW1
9JU, 0207 485 3003, or from David and Andrea Chance, 3 Norman Road,
Westgate on Sea, Kent CT8 8RR, 07821627662.

PLEASE! PLEASE! PLEASE! Have you got any spare time to come and help
clean our beautiful St. Saviour’s Church?
We only have two friendly ladies now and they cannot keep all the church clean in
the time they can give.
They meet at 11.45am on the first and third Friday of every month for about an
hour, but it doesn’t have to be twice a month, once a month would be a great
help.
If you can help at all, please contact me on 01843 833876 (Brenda Carter –
Churchwarden).

CANTERBURY CATHEDRAL ENTRY Did you know that if you are a member of a
church congregation in the Diocese of Canterbury, you can go into the Cathedral
free of charge? You need to fill out a form from the Visits Office. It is a wonderful
resource, and makes a great break in a busy days shopping or any day out in the
city.
Thank you
Abigail at The Bakehouse has asked me to pass on her thanks to
everyone who gave me the vouchers printed in the Isle of Thanet
Gazette. They have been given to St Crispin’s School to help them
win a £10,000 playground.
Christine Attwood
News from Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre
The Heritage Centre Management Committee is delighted to share some good
news with you. We applied for a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund last year and
heard just before Christmas that we had been granted £7,600.
About half of this money will be used to provide much needed storage in the social
space at the back of the church for our archives. The design of the freestanding
cupboards has been approved by the PCC and we hope they can be in place by
Easter.
The remaining money will be used to buy items to make our archives more accessible and enhance the presentations given at our monthly talks and regular history
walks.
More information about the grant can be found on our Website:
www.westgateheritagecentre.org.uk
Christine Attwood

Membership Secretary

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
St Saviour’s Ladies Circle
Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.
Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study & Lent Group details & inquiries ring Susan 836430 ,meet
Thursday at 7pm
Lent Group meets at The Vicarage from Tuesday 11th March at 10am
to 12noon.
The Westgate Heritage Centre

WINTER PROGRAMME

Open on the first Saturday of each month 10am to 12 noon.
Saturday 1st March 10.30am Talk “1894– A Parish Council for Westgate
on Sea
Saturday 5th April 10.30am Talk - What’s New?
Refreshments available.
Saturday 15th March 10am AGM followed by a talk on The Stained
Glass Windows in St Saviour’s Church
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the
church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Wednesday 5th March 11am Ash Wednesday Holy Communion
Saturday 12th April Annual Parochial Church Meeting at 10.30am in church

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE –2nd March
and 30th March –Mothering Sunday

Weekday Service ASH WEDNESDAY 5th MARCH
11am Holy Communion & Distribution of Ashes
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.
The Rainbows and Brownies would welcome donations of the Active
Kids Vouchers from Sainsbury’s to obtain new equipment

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th
Wednesday of every month from 2-3pm.
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

ALL SAINTS BIRCHINGTON with ACOL & MINNIS BAY
Invite you to CELEBRATE the 36th Parish Breakfast in the upstairs room at

QUEX BARN on SATURDAY 5th April, 2014; 0830-1000
Full English Breakfast £6.00, ‘light breakfast’ £5.00

Speaker: Susan Wing
‘Healing in a Hurting World’
As well as being an honorary assistant priest at St Saviour’s in Westgate,
Susan is also a ‘local champion’ for Flame International, which takes teams
of trained volunteers to bring hope through reconciliation and healing to
communities suffering the effects of post-conflict trauma. Prayer underpins
the work and teaching about God’s word can bring forgiveness and reconciliation between individuals and communities so do come along and hear
about the excellent work this ‘faith-based’ charity does in some of the toughest conditions
To book please contact Sue Murphy: 840777, sue.murphy@talktalk.net or Dave
Alker: 845783: dave.alker@btinternet.com

