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A letter from Revd Barbara Way  Greetings from Westgate Vicarage 
 
Easter time and new life!  Welcome to April.Primroses, bluebells, blossom, 
showers – all signs of April and of Spring.  It is a lovely time of the year, alt-
hough the weeds tend to grow rather more fast than is good for us.  As a 
child, I used to spend some holidays with my aunt and uncle who lived in a 
village near to a lovely woodland, in which grew both primroses and blue-
bells.  You turned a corner and there they were – suddenly a massed carpet 
of blue.  In a different section of the wood, there was a display of lots of 
little clumps of yellow primroses.  They were to be found almost by chance 
if you did not know the area – from bracken as it were to amazing colour in 
abundance. 

In more recent years, I visited several times a different wooded area where 
bluebells grow in abundance, where a path winds its way through the trees.  
Bluebells each year grow on either side of this path and as I walked through 
one set of flowers, so ahead looked really dark as if it was nothing special.  
Then as I turned the corner, so the light caught the next group of bluebells – 
as it were a new surprise and a new beauty, suddenly shining from what 
had appeared to be darkness. 

When I spoke to a child recently about why we have Easter eggs, he said – 
“to celebrate new life”.  He was so right.  The story of Easter is the tremultu-
ous and radiant surprise of the resurrected Christ, rising to new life.  The 
growing of new life from the winter is wonderful in itself, and also symbolic 
of the great events of the first Easter. 

It seems to me that this is often how we find things on our Christian jour-
ney.  We can feel that there is never going to be a breakthrough of any sort 
and then suddenly, perhaps after a long time of soul-searching or after a 
very barren time, we can have a moment of realisation that there is colour 
amidst the drab things of life and that God seems very real and very good.  

We are not given these moments very often, but when we are we treasure 
them.  They are the timeless moments, the moments when the world 
stands still for us, the moments we will remember for the rest of our lives, 
the moments that show us that there is more to life than the mundane.  
These are the moments that will uplift us and give us some greater percep-
tion even if only that the colours seem brighter than before. 

God bless you this Easter -   Barbara 



FROM THE REGISTERS 

 

For those Baptised 

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”   

 

 

 For those joined in Holy Matrimony 

“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they 

may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to 

each other” 

 

The Sick 

“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit” 

Please pray for  - Dot,  Jenny,  Tina,  Phyll,  Evelyn, Tony,  Doreen Ranson,   

Daphne, Phaedra, Julie, Joyce, Maureen, Mary 

 

The Departed 

“Lord now lettest thou thy servant  depart in peace, according to thy word” 

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their 

families and friends 

Elisabeth Williams 

 

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for 

giving them to us”    

 Geoffrey Ash,    Albert Czeszniewski                                                                                                                                                                      





Churchwarden’s Report 

I am taking this opportunity to respectfully remind you that the Annual Ves-
try and Parochial Church Meeting is on Saturday, 12th April, 2014 at 
10.30am in church.  Light refreshments will be available from 10.00am. 

All lay persons whose names are entered on the roll of the parish shall be 
entitled to attend the annual meeting and to take part in its proceedings, 
and no other lay person shall be so entitled. (A copy of the electoral roll is 
available on the table at the back of the church should you need to check 
that you are included). 

We hope that as many of you as possible will be able to come to support 
the future ministry and mission of St. Saviour’s Church. 

I expect by now you will have noticed that three new heaters and a door 
curtain heater over the main door have been fitted to increase the heating 
at the back of the church.  So far we have not needed to switch them on! 

The cost of this job came to £3,788 which was paid for out of the current 
account.  We have already received donations of £249 for which we are 
very grateful.  However any further donations towards this cost would be 
gratefully received. 

Our Mothering Sunday Family Service today was a happy occasion based 
around the story of baby Moses.  Elliott, Lily, Kayla, Harry, George and Ruby 
read the bible story to us beautifully.  We then heard what happened when 
he grew up, reminding us of the relevance of his teaching for all of us now.  
Posies of daffodils were distributed by the children to their mothers and all 
members of the congregation.  The service ended with a hymn accompa-
nied by children playing the musical instruments. 

We are now looking forward to Eastertide and are busy preparing for the 
weeks ahead.  We do hope that you will be able to join us on April 12th and 
for the special services which are now being advertised. 

With love and best wishes for a blessed and happy Easter,  Brenda 

 



NEWS FROM ST SAVIOUR’S CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL 

It is now official, St. Saviour’s Church of England Junior School is a Good school.  I 

was delighted to receive a telephone call on Tuesday, informing me that I could 

now tell parents that the school had been graded as Good following a full OFSTED 

inspection on the 13th and 14th of March.  We were, of course, Good before.  St. 

Saviour’s had been inspected in 2009 and had its rating upgraded from Satisfactory 

(now referred to as Requires Improvement) to Good.  Following a significant raising 

of the bar by OFSTED and a number of local schools being identified as ‘Requires 

Improvement’ we did not assume that inspectors would agree with our own firm 

belief that children get a good deal at St. Saviour’s.  

Teachers always work hard.  I realise that there is a perception, among some, that 

teachers work from 9.00 am until 3.00pm.  I do not know any teachers who work 

less than a fifty hours per week.  Most teachers at St. Saviour’s have to be told to 

leave school in the evening and we all take work home at weekends.  The staff at 

St. Saviour’s: teachers; teaching assistants; office, lunch and premises staff as well 

as student teachers have all worked tirelessly to give our local children the best 

possible start to their education.  Staff absence for anything but the most serious 

illness is virtually unknown.  What motivates this level of dedication is the firm be-

lief that education leads to a happy, cohesive community; we want our children to 

succeed at secondary school and in the work place. 

Positive OFSTED judgements, high SATs results and high placement in league tables 

are all very nice but this is not what drives us.  Staff know that if they do their best, 

the children have a good chance in life.  We value core English and maths skills but 

we also know that children need to develop their spiritual, moral and social skills to 

turn into happy adults.  St. Saviour’s Church supports us in promoting a deep un-

derstanding of Christianity and its values.  The partnership between church and 

school operates at all levels, from our children enjoying the assemblies by Mrs Way 

or singing in church to the steadfast support at governor level.  Parents repeatedly 

tell us in surveys that they really value the close links between church and school.  

The distinct nature of our Christian ethos is part of what makes us ‘Good’.  

I would like to thank all of the people mentioned in this piece for the part they 

played in the successful recent inspection.  Most of all I would like to pay tribute to 

our children, they always (well, nearly always!) do the right thing and they have the 

same passion for learning as our staff.     Nick Bonell  Head of School 









The Friends of St Saviour’s Church, Westgate-on-Sea 

Our Annual General Meeting will be held in St Saviour’s Church on Saturday 
26

th
 April at 10:30am. Coffee and tea will be available from 10:00am and 

there will be an opportunity to renew subscriptions for 2014, if you have not 
yet been able to do so. 

The following officers have agreed to stand for re-election: - 

Chair   Susan Bennett 

Secretary  Christine Attwood 

Acting Treasurer Ann Lawrence 

There are also two vacancies on the Committee. One vacancy was not filled 
in 2013 and, due to age and health constraints, Dot Goodey decided a few 
months ago that the time had come to resign from the Committee. We are 
very grateful to Dot for all that she has done for The Friends; particularly for 
the funds she has raised from her many successful raffles.  

Other members of the Committee, who are not due to retire by rota this year, 
are: Joy Palmer, Ann Bartlett, Jane Pink and Mary Addison.  

Please come and support The Friends on 26
th
 April and hear how your sub-

scriptions and donations have helped us contribute to the maintenance of our 
church and its grounds.                     Christine Attwood, Secretary 

FROM THE TREASURER of ST SAVIOUR’S CHURCH  

February  2014 Monthly Financial Review  

In February  RECEIPTS amounted to £2,977 

Funeral fees amounted to £884 and we received a Gift  Aid Tax refund of £381.  

We made PAYMENTS of £6,174 

In addition to the usual regular payments, we transferred £3,000 into our Deposit 
account. 

This resulted in an operating  DEFICIT of £3,197 

FLOWER  FUND (DESIGNATED FUND)  

The Flower fund stands at £200. 

CHURCH HEATING (DESIGNATED FUND) 

Any donations towards the cost of the new heating  will be most welcome.  Thank 
you.  This fund at present stands at £249. (see Churchwarden’s Report) 

Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer)  



THANET FOOD LINK NEEDS YOUR HELP 

According to recent statistics some 3 million people live below the poverty line in 

this country.  It has become necessary for Voluntary Food Banks to start up, in 

churches, schools etc, to help people in need. 

Since 7th September 2013 St Saviour’s Church, Westgate on Sea has had and will 

continue to have (as long as there is a need) a FOOD BANK BOX , which is situated 

at the back of church for your donation.  This is for everyone in the community, the 

church is  also open on Heritage Centre days—see posters for opening times, to 

accept donations. 

Please look at the Food Link Shopping List to see what is required.  Anything you 

can give will be taken on a regular basis to Cliftonville, where it is taken to a ware-

house for distribution to those who are in need.  Thanet Food Link is a Christian not 

for profit organisation.  Up to now Thanet Food Link has given out 1,000 food par-

cels to meet the needs of those without food in Thanet.  This is an amazing achieve-

ment in 8 months and could not of been done without your help. 

A BIG THANK YOU to all those people who have put goods in the box—I for one 

would not like to be hungry.  Food gets eaten very quickly so your continued sup-

port would be much appreciated.  Thank you again Anne & John Bartlett 

Food Link Shopping List        Tinned/jar Food 

Baked beans, custard, fish, fruit, rice pudding, meals –curry, stew etc, , —corned 

beef, hot dogs,  soup, spaghetti, pasta sauce, tomatoes, vegetables, potatoes, 

meat/fish paste 

Dried Food—Packet mashed potato, cup a soups, pasta, rice, noodles, cous-cous 

meals, packet pasta meals 

Other Food—Biscuits, Breakfast cereals, cereal bars, jam, cream crackers 

Beverages– Coffee(small jar), dilute squash, fruit juice(long life), milk(long life), 

tea bags 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Food+Bank+Clip+Art+Free&FORM=RESTAB


WESTGATE HERITAGE CENTRE 

COMMEMORATING THE FIRST WORLD WAR 

We shall start our commemorations on Saturday 3rd May by looking at Westgate-on
-Sea in 1914. A hundred years ago, Westgate was a very different place from what it 
is today. The talk at 10.30 a.m. that day and the very comprehensive display, which 
will be on throughout the whole of May, will give an in depth overview of what it 
was like to be here in Westgate on the eve of the outbreak of the Great War. 

 

 

 

In June we shall begin our commemoration of a piece of history that was not only 
important to the town, but to the defence of the nation. 

THE ROYAL NAVAL AIR SERVICE STATION AT WESTGATE-ON-SEA 

 

Photograph from Wings over Westgate by Geoff Williams, by courtesy of his son, 
Philip 

“A very poor school this week. Some Govt Waterplanes came into St Mildred’s Bay 
on Monday and have been making trial flights during the week” These words 
were written in the School Log Book of St Saviour’s School by Mrs Emily Humphrey,  



Head Teacher, on Friday 19th June 1914, as she tried to explain the low attendance 
of that week.. This was almost two weeks before the tragic event of 28th June 1914, 
when the Bosnian Serb, Gavrilo Princip, assassinated the Austrian Heir to the 
throne, the Archduke Franz Ferdinand in Sarajevo – an event in a far-off corner of 
Europe, which was to escalate into a world war. 

 Planes of any kind were still novelties in most people’s lives, so it easy to 
understand that going to look at them was far more exciting than going to school! 
After five days the planes went away, but on 28th July, the day that Austria declared 
war on Serbia, they returned and the establishing of the Royal Naval Air Service 
base at St Mildred’s Bay began. It remained at St Mildred’s Bay until 1919, alt-
hough, after it was found that to fly from it at night was dangerous, plans were laid 
to set up an airfield inland and RAF Manston was born. The Heritage Centre has 
arranged three events to commemorate it. 

On Sat 7th June at St Saviour’s Church at 10.30 a.m. there will be a talk “The Wa-
terplanes come to Westgate”, which will be on the effect of the base on town life. 
Based on original archives we shall recount such stories as those of Mrs Lamb and 
Mrs Griffiths, of Farmer Hedgecock and of the 14 year-old Bill Hambidge. Romance 
came to Westgate through the RNAS base. The marriage of the handsome young 
commander, Ronald Peel Ross, in 1916 was but one of an unprecedented number 
of weddings at St Saviour’s Church during the war. 

For those who are interested in aviation there are two special events. On Tuesday 
10th June at The Knot in Beach Road Westgate there will be an illustrated talk by 
James Brazier, followed by a buffet supper. 7.00 p.m. for 7.30 p.m. James has a 
fantastic collection of photographs of seaplanes and related subjects, which have 
never been shown in public before. The Knot (formerly the Nottingham Castle) is 
the only building used by the service personnel at St Mildred’s Bay, which is still 
accessible to the public today. 

Tickets cost £10, paid for in advance and available from April at the Heritage Cen-
tre, when open, or phone 832617, or speak to Christine Attwood 

On Wednesday 30th July at 7.30 p.m. Marcus Russell will lead a walk/talk from St 
Mildred’s Bay to West Bay, where supper at the café has been arranged. Details 
will follow. Numbers for both events are limited. 

Do come and join us at one or more of these events. You will receive a warm wel-
come. 

Dr Dawn Crouch Curator of the Westgate Heritage Centre 



PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY CITIES OF COLOGNE & AACHEN 

The Revd.David and Mrs.Andrea Chance have been asked by the Christian 

travel company, PAX TRAVEL to lead an ecumenical pilgrimage to Cologne 

and Aachen, September 12-17 2014. The journey will be by train from Lon-

don and Kent to Germany.  It will cost £599 which includes all fast train 

travel, three nights central Ibis hotel B & B in Cologne, two nights central 

Ibis hotel in Aachen. Included are guided tours of Cologne cathedral, to see 

the shrine of the Three Magi, and the Romanesque city churches; and entry 

to Charlemagne’s  Aachen cathedral. Extras are lunches and dinners and an 

optional River Rhine boat trip to Konigswinter (£39). There is a great deal to 

see and do in these historic and cultural places in good company . Leaflets 

and information from Pax Travel Ltd., 57-59 Rochester Place, London, NW1 

9JU, 0207 485 3003, or from David and Andrea Chance, 3 Norman Road, 

Westgate on Sea, Kent CT8 8RR, 07821627662.  

The Bible Comes Alive 

1-5 April-Shalom Ministries in co-operation with St Philip’s Church, 

Cliftonville. This exhibition runs from 1-5 April at St Philip’s Church, Summer-

field Road, Palm Bay Estate, Cliftonville, Kent, CT9 3JJ. The exhibition will be 

open from 10am-4pm every day and also from 7pm-9pm. There will be talks 

on the displays in the evenings. There is no charge to attend. All are wel-

come. 

This is just to say that Adrian Plass is going to be at HOLY TRINITY MARGATE 

On Thursday 24th April 2014 at 7.30pm.  He will be with The Search Light 

Theatre and it is called “Adrian Plass and the Church Weekend”.Tickets £12 

and are available from Holy Trinity Reception 01843 394229                   

Westgate Community Centre 

Do you use the Community Centre in Lymington Road? If so, the officers 
and committee members of Westgate Community Centre Association hope 
to see you at the Centre’s Annual General Meeting. This will be held in the 
Centre on Tuesday 15

th
 April 2014 at 7pm.                            

 



CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

St Saviour’s Ladies Circle 

Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.   

Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm. 

Bible Study & Lent Group  details & inquiries ring Susan 836430 ,meet 

Thursday at 7pm 

Lent Group meets at The Vicarage from Tuesday 11th March at 10am 

to 12noon. 

The Westgate Heritage Centre      WINTER PROGRAMME  

Open on the first  Saturday of each month 10am to 12 noon. 

Saturday 5th April 10.30am Talk - What’s New? 

SUMMER PROGRAMME COMMENCES 

Saturday 3rd May   10.30am Talk -”Westgate in the summer of 1914” 

Refreshments available.     

Church Cleaning   11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month 

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church -  Annual Membership Fee only £2 

New members welcome.  Join the  Friends of St Saviour’s church  

Subscription only  £2 per year .  All monies raised go towards the up-

keep of the church and grounds.  Membership forms at the back of the 

church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Saturday 12th April  Annual Parochial Church Meeting at 10.30am in church                

 Saturday 26th April 10.30am Friends of St Saviour’s AGM                            





CHURCH SERVICES  

Sunday Services 

8am Said Eucharist  Book of Common Prayer 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

10.30am  First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE 

Sunday 6th April 10.30am FAMILY COMMUNION 

Weekday Service   

Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)  

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

1st Westgate Rainbows                   Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm 

8th Westgate Brownies                   Fridays 5.30 to 7pm 

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate. 

The Rainbows and Brownies would welcome donations of the Active 

Kids Vouchers from Sainsbury’s to obtain new equipment 

 

 

 

New Service for NHS Hear-
ing Aid users  

There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery - 

 every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice. 
 

There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th 
Wednesday of every month from  2-3pm. 

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations 

towards the cost of printing would be appreciated. 
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