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From the Revd Barbara Way
Greetings from Westgate Vicarage,
This year, although we are into May, the holy season of Easter has only just
happened – two bank holidays are close together and a third is to come at
the end of the month. Ascension Day just creeps in on 29th May and Pentecost or Whitsun will not be seen until 8th June
During this time after Easter, Jesus came to his disciples several times. He
was the same as before, in that they knew it was he who was talking with
them, and yet he was subtly different. They didn’t even think about the
possibility that this could actually be Jesus, until he did or said something
that touched them deeply. He was somehow with them at a very deep level
of recognition; surface chatter - this was not!
This time was given to them, and it helped them know beyond doubt that
he had risen; it was also to prepare them to accept that he would depart
from them into heaven; it was also to prepare them not to despair, but to
go away and wait for the Holy Spirit to come to them.
There is no record of the risen Jesus appearing to crowds – just to those
who had been close to him and who would take the mission forward.
There is a very poignant yet beautiful hymn called “Lead kindly light amidst
the encircling gloom; lead Thou me on”. Somehow Jesus did this for his disciples after the terrible events of the trial and crucifixion. He promises his
Spirit to all who would accept and witness to him in this world. The new
Paschal Candle brought into church on Easter Day symbolises this at every
baptism, wedding and funeral service which is held there.
Maybe Jesus, the light of the world, can be found shining in the gloom and
the darkness of some of the terrible events happening in our world at the
moment. Maybe this light can touch some of those taking decisions and
enlighten the decisions they take. We can pray for this as we pray for
events in the news each day, and as we pray for the people hurt in the
midst of conflict, often as innocent victims of global forces around them.
May we can also play our part as far as we are able by giving to Christian
Aid, who collect during the second week of May. We could also give tins
and packets of food to the box in church for our local food bank, or money
to other charities who help those who suffer in this country and across the
world.

May we pray for all those who suffer, those who try to help and those
whose decisions affect thousands.
If any of you would like to join in worship, whether in the Communion services or in the monthly informal service, you would be very welcome.
Sometimes people have stopped coming for various reasons and it feels
hard to come back. Some people have never been to a Sunday service, but
wonder what the Christian faith is all about. The first step is always the
hardest – is it your time to take it? Please just come along one Sunday if
you wish. Alternatively you may know someone who already comes and
might prefer to first talk about it to him or her, and maybe come with them.
One thing is sure; the Christian faith is open to all who wish to follow Jesus
Christ – that is what being a Christian is.
In any event, God bless you and all those you love.
Barbara NB St Saviour’s Church is 130 years old on 23rd July!
Watch out for news about events on the weekend of 26th and 27th July.
FROM THE TREASURER
March 2014 Monthly Financial Review
In March RECEIPTS amounted to £1,933
Funeral fees amounted to £306 and we received £1,589 from monthly giving.
We made PAYMENTS of £7,313
This included £3,788 for the heaters for the back of the church and £663 represented fees assigned to the Diocese.
This resulted in an operating DEFICIT of £5,380 which was covered by the current
account, leaving a balance of £1,153! Thus the urgent need to withdraw £4,000
from the deposit account to cover April monthly expenditure.
FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND)
The Flower fund stands at £180.
CHURCH HEATING (DESIGNATED FUND)
Any donations towards the cost of the new heating will be most welcome. Thank
you.
Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer)

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Stanley Noel Bird

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Please pray for - Dot, Jenny, Tina, Phyll, Evelyn, Tony, Doreen Ranson,
Daphne, Phaedra, Julie, Joyce, Maureen, Mary, Tom, Audrey, Gill, Edna, Jeremy

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
David Growns,

Jane Hirst

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
Barbara Spanner

Good Friday Family Service
The younger members of the church gathered for a short service on Good Friday
enacting the journey of Holy Week and creating the story in the making of the
Easter Garden. The story of events in Holy Week were told along with singing and
prayers. The service ended with us all having hot cross buns.

A banner was made to be placed in front of the Easter Garden on Easter morning
and the stone in front of the tomb rolled away, “ Alleluia Christ is Risen.”

Churchwarden’s Report
I hope you enjoyed the special Easter Services this year. Thank you to all
those who were able to come and participate. Thank you also to the many
kind people who gave their time helping to clear the litter from the churchyard, clean the church, arrange the flowers for Easter, ring the bells, keep
the pew sheet, the service sheets and the Link going, provide refreshments, welcome people into the church, organise and help at the services,
help with baptisms, provide the music, count the money, keep the linen
clean, lead the groups, keep in touch with those unable to come to church,
serve on the Parochial Church Council as Trustees and thank you to Barbara, Susan, Lesley, Andrew and visiting priests for leading us.
The above list shows how many people are needed to keep St. Saviour’s
church and ministry flourishing now and in the future. Having read about
the many people already involved, it you feel you would like to help in any
way, please let us know.
We are already grateful to be in a position to welcome new members onto
the Parochial Church Council (PCC) and other administrative positions as
follows:Churchwardens - Mrs.B.Carter, Mrs.C.Attwood
PCC - Mr.G.Neve, Mr.T.Stokes (Ex officio: Rev.B.Way (Chairperson),
Mrs.B.Carter, Mrs.C.Attwood)
(Co-opted: Mrs.S.Gough, Mrs.C.Wheeler)
PCC Secretary – Mrs.J.Glover
Minute Secretary - Mrs.C.Wheeler
Treasurer – Mrs.B.Carter
Gift-Aid Co-ordinator – Mr.G.Neve
Electoral Roll Officer – Mrs.V.Neve
These officers have the responsibility of making important decisions on
behalf of St. Saviour’s and we look forward to your continuing support and
prayers.
With love and blessings, Brenda

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church
Thank you to everyone who came to the AGM on Saturday 26th April despite the rain. Thank you also to those who took the trouble to send apologies.
The results of the elections are as follows:
Chairman

–

Susan Bennett

Secretary

–

Christine Attwood

Treasurer

-

Ann Lawrence

To serve on the Committee for 3 years
Wheeler

-

Jill Fordham and Clare

To serve on the Committee for 2 years

-

Barry Pink

In addition to the above, our Committee consists of Brenda Cowderoy, Ann
Clark, Lorna Oliver as Trustees (I am the 4th Trustee) and those elected as
members in previous years: Mary Addison, Joy Palmer and Jane Pink.
The new Committee will meet in June to plan our fundraising events for
the remainder of 2014. Further details of these appear elsewhere in The
Link.
If you would like to join The Friends, please contact Susan Bennett or myself. The annual subscription is only £2 but donations are always welcome.
Christine Attwood
Hon Secretary

Friends Fundraising
A sponsored walk is to be held in September, probably to the Turner Centre in Margate. Sponsor forms will be issued nearer the time and more
information will be given in “The Link” in the near future.
Jewellery is needed for Joy Palmer’s Friends stall for the forthcoming
Fayres.
We would be grateful for any donations.
Thank you for all your supportin the past.
Susan Bennett (Chairperson)

WESTGATE-ON-SEA IN THE FIRST WORLD WAR
The part played by the churches

St Saviour’s C.E. Church

Church of the Sacred Heart

Christ Church (URC)

Charles Pendock-Banks

It is very difficult today to grasp that, in 1914 both St Saviour’s Anglican Church and
Christ Church Congregational (now URC) Church had only been opened for thirty
years.
The Roman Catholic Community in Westgate was even newer – scarcely a
decade old. In 1903 two Catholic teaching orders had fled from the France of the
Third Republic and established themselves in Westgate – the Augustinians and the
Ursulines. Both had very quickly founded their Schools for Young Ladies and soon
more Catholics came to live in Westgate to help service the two Convents, whilst
the number of Catholic summer visitors also increased. Both convents extended
their buildings; both had their own resident chaplains. In 1912 when the chapel of
the Convent Dit Des Oiseaux, known as the Church of the Sacred Heart, was completed it was able to be used by Catholics in Westgate.
New churches for a new community – yet that community would suffer
the same pain as those that had been in existence for centuries and the same pastoral care would be needed.
Both Christ Church and St Saviour’s also had ministers who were new to the parish.
The Revd Edward Perry had come to replace the Revd Jesse Taylor at Christ Church
in 1913 and, later that year, the Revd Charles Pendock-Banks had arrived at St Saviour’s to succeed the Revd Townshend Mylne, who had died suddenly on 25 th

August after a stroke.
Any parish priest will tell you how difficult it is to support the grieving family
of someone that they do not know. Yet this was something that had to be done,
not once or twice or a few times in a year, but time and time again. 78 men are
named on the Parish War Memorial in St Saviour’s Church. Each one was a son,
some were brothers, some were husbands and some were fathers, who had left
behind them young children. There were no funerals to bring closure. For some
families there was the agony of “the missing”, the clinging on to hope that the
loved one might still be alive somewhere.
We know from church records that special intercession services were held
weekly both at St Saviour’s and at Christ Church. We know that those who had
died were remembered on the anniversary of their deaths at the Holy Eucharist.
One of St Saviour’s greatest treasures, now in the Diocesan Archives, was the collection of handwritten cards, one for each month, with the names of the Fallen
written on them, which, enclosed in a silk hand-embroidered cover, lay upon the
altar. We have a photographic record, which will be on display throughout this
commemorative year.
In late 1916, after the untold horror of the Somme, the temporary handwritten Rolls of Honour, which listed all Westgate men, who were serving at the
Front, started to be compiled. They now hang in the War Memorial Chapel. Over
400 names are there. Do look at them some time. Temporary War Shrines were
erected in four places in the town – Victoria Avenue, Waterworks Road (now part
of Linksfield Road) the Grove and in Sea Road, where the present town memorial
stands. Everything possible was done to support the families of those who were so
far away. We know that Charles Pendock-Banks was a loving and caring priest, who
was very highly regarded.
He also acted as Chaplain to the forces stationed at Westgate during the
war. It is not always realised that the east coast towns, of which Westgate was
one, would have played an important part in the defence of the country should the
enemy invade. This was an event, which was expected and for which preparations
were made by Westgate Parish Council and Thanet District Council, of which Westgate was part. The troops paraded at church on Sundays and Bill Hambidge recalled what a splendid sight it was to see them behind the regimental bands. When
the war ended the troops in the town gave Charles Pendock-Banks a gift of a silver
inkstand to thank him for his care for them.
There were joyous occasions too – an unprecedented number of weddings,
both of men home on leave and of those stationed in the town. These important,
but often neglected, aspects of life in the First World War, will be shown in the
displays and talks at the Heritage Centre throughout the season. Do visit us some
time – You will be made very welcome. Dr Dawn Crouch

A personal reflection by the Chair of Governors of St Saviours School
Easter provides a welcome two week break for the teaching staff at the
school and a chance to recharge the batteries before the onset of the SATs
tests in May. As a governor you soon gain an appreciation of the effort that
goes into ensuring every pupil progresses in their education whilst at the
school. A simple statement but a complex aim to achieve, given the wide
spectrum of abilities, the need to tailor teaching to an appropriate level for
each pupil in the class, and monitor each and every pupil’s progress. It is for
the governors to be satisfied that this happens and is an expectation of Ofsted Inspectors that governors are aware of how every child is progressing
and statutory attainments being reached. On 12 March 2014, the school
was notified that an Ofsted inspection would be conducted on 13 and 14
March. Not much time to panic but having only been Chair of Governors
since Oct last year, I was suddenly asking myself whether I knew enough to
satisfy the in depth questioning I believed I would be subjected to. The key
here is in the data and information provided by the Headteacher Mrs Troth
and Senior Leadership team beforehand, which I studied in the morning prior to my interview by the Inspector. It was with some reserve that I met the
Inspector, but I was fortunate to have my predecessor Mrs Brenda Field
alongside (who had experienced two previous such interviews). I need not
have worried. The approach by the Inspector was relaxed and I felt well
briefed in responding to the questions asked, thank you Mrs Troth! The
final report graded the school as not quite ‘outstanding’ but a very ‘good’
school. An excellent result for all the staff at the school. And the governors? In summary it was stated that ‘The governing body holds the school
to account well for pupils’ achievements.’ Phew!
The other major responsibility of a Chair of governors is to arrange to recruit a Headteacher when a vacancy arises. During the past almost two
years, Mrs Troth has been Headteacher for both St Saviours School and
Cliftonville Primary School. As the collaboration comes to an end, Mrs Troth
accepted a post as substantive Headteacher at Cliftonville Primary School
and resigned her position at St Saviours with effect from the end of the
summer term. Fortunately, during the collaboration Mr Bonell stepped up
as Head of School and maintained, indeed improved academic achievements, which no doubt contributed to the Ofsted judgement. Continuity of
leadership and management was considered paramount and so the recruitment process was started without delay.

To ensure a new Headteacher was in post for September it meant that the
recruitment process which usually took at least a couple of months had to
be completed before 4 April 2014 and we were already in mid February!
Meetings were held, governors elected to serve on the interview panel,
liaison with Kent Schools Personnel, School Improvement Consultant, Diocesan Board of Education and finally create the job advertisement all before
being posted on the internet by
7 March. A big challenge, but one the
governors rose to by some great team working, and excellent support from
Kent Schools Personnel. The advert was displayed for two weeks after
which short listing took place and interviews were set for 31 March. On the
day, one candidate was interviewed following a rigorous morning of activities designed to test financial, leadership and data interpretation skills. As
Chair I had the pleasure of offering the post of Headteacher to Mr Bonell
who I am glad to say accepted the appointment, and will take up post on 1
September 2014 thus ensuring continuity of leadership for the school. Job
done. Now for a well earned Easter break
Graham Neve
Chair of Governors

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY CITIES OF COLOGNE & AACHEN
The Revd.David and Mrs.Andrea Chance have been asked by the Christian
travel company, PAX TRAVEL to lead an ecumenical pilgrimage to Cologne
and Aachen, September 12-17 2014. The journey will be by train from London and Kent to Germany. It will cost £599 which includes all fast train
travel, three nights central Ibis hotel B & B in Cologne, two nights central
Ibis hotel in Aachen. Included are guided tours of Cologne cathedral, to see
the shrine of the Three Magi, and the Romanesque city churches; and entry
to Charlemagne’s Aachen cathedral. Extras are lunches and dinners and an
optional River Rhine boat trip to Konigswinter (£39). There is a great deal to
see and do in these historic and cultural places in good company . Leaflets
and information from Pax Travel Ltd., 57-59 Rochester Place, London, NW1
9JU, 0207 485 3003, or from David and Andrea Chance, 3 Norman Road,
Westgate on Sea, Kent CT8 8RR, 07821627662.

A Prayer composed by Mother Teresa as a rule of life for her and
for us.
People are often unreasonable, irrational, and self-centred.
Forgive them anyway.
If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives.
Be kind anyway.
If you are successful, you will win some unfaithful friends and some genuine enemies.
Succeed anyway.
If you are honest and sincere people may deceive you.
Be honest and sincere anyway.
What you spend years creating, others could destroy over night.
Create anyway.
If you find serenity and happiness, some may be jealous.
Be happy anyway.
The good you do today, will often be forgotten.
Do good anyway.
Give the best you have, and it will never be enough.
Give your best anyway.
In the final analysis, it is between you and God.
It was never between you and them anyway.

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
St Saviour’s Ladies Circle
Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.
Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430
The Westgate Heritage Centre

WINTER PROGRAMME

Open on the first Saturday of each month 10am to 12 noon.
SUMMER PROGRAMME COMMENCES
Saturday 3rd May 10.30am Talk -”Westgate in the summer of 1914”
Saturday 7th June 10.30am Talk “The waterplanes come to Westgate”
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the
church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Saturday 10th May 11am Canterbury Cathedral 20th Anniversary of
Women’s Ordination
Sunday 11th - 17th May Christian Aid Week
Thursday 15th May Visitations 2014 at Canterbury Cathedral 7.30pm
Saturday 24th May PLANT SALE 8am to 12 noon

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

Thursday 29th May ASCENSION DAY 11am Holy Communion

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.
The Rainbows and Brownies would welcome donations of the Active
Kids Vouchers from Sainsbury’s to obtain new equipment

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th
Wednesday of every month from 2-3pm.
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

