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A Letter from The Rev’d. Barbara Way
Greetings from Westgate Vicarage
Well – did you vote in the European elections? I write as we await the results. This
election was important in its own right as well as preparing us to await the results
of the Scottish referendum and then in a year’ time the General Election. It is so
important to take an interest in politics and to take the trouble to vote – the right
to do so was hard won. After all, what is politics except a way of exercising the democracy we preach to the world and a way of everybody having a say and holding
those in power to account and giving a mandate to those newly in office. It is crucially important therefore to use our vote, so that the voice of the many is heard.
This year we have the feasts of the Ascension and Pentecost - both in June – the
disciples filled with the Holy Spirit were the beginning and the start of the church.
Our church celebrates its 130th birthday on 23rd July – a part of the early beginnings
of Westgate-on-Sea!
Look out then for summer events as well as services for the great feasts already
mentioned.
– the summer fayre on the morning of 28th June – do come.
Then in July - the strawberry tea on 12th and later on the morning of Saturday 26 th
- the gift day linking up with the church birthday, with a special celebratory Communion service on Sunday 27th July.
The first weekend in August is the anniversary of the beginning of the first world
war. There will be a special service on the Sunday 3rd in the afternoon. On Monday 4th August, the church will be open from 10 am until 4 pm, ending with a short
service. There will be representatives of the Church and of the Heritage Society
present during that day. Watch this space for more details.
We continue to support the Food Bank in Cliftonville. Do please bring any donations of non-perishable food – preferably in small packets or tins, and leave them in
the box at the back of the church.
Our thanks are due to the Neve family for the splendid plant sale held again this
year. They weathered the weather and there was some real weather that morning.
Many people came and were later spotted walking round Westgate with plants
peeping over the tops of carrier bags. A great occasion with lots of opportunities to
chat to people as well as some splendid offers.
Thank you for all your support for the church here in Westgate.
God bless you - Barbara

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Please pray for - Dot, Jenny, Tina, Phyll, Evelyn, Tony, Doreen Ranson,
Daphne, Phaedra, Julie, Joyce, Maureen, Mary, Tom, Edna, Jeremy, Marie

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
Capt. Tom Heriot, Church Army Officer who came annually to Westgate for many
years to lead the Summer Mission. He used to preach at St Saviour’s for Evensong
and lead a Songs of Praise. Died 30th April, aged 84
Audrey Stone

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
William Frederick CHRISTIAN –Joe,

Charlie Goddard

Churchwardens’ Report
On Thursday, 15th May at 7.30pm, Barbara, Christine and I attended the Visitation
2014 by Bishop Trevor in the Cathedral where the three Archdeaconries assembled
together for the admission to office of newly elected Churchwardens. The service
was held in the Nave and every seat was taken.
The Registrar introduced the Admission, saying: “Churchwardens when admitted
are officers of the Bishop. They are foremost in representing the laity and in cooperating with the incumbent or priest-in-charge. They are to use their best endeavours to encourage the parishioners in the practice of true religion and to promote peace and unity among them. They must maintain order and decency in the
church and churchyard, especially during the time of divine worship. They are required to appear before the Bishop and to make a declaration in his presence before being admitted to office.”
The Churchwardens stand and the Registrar asks the churchwardens to say:
“We do solemnly and sincerely declare that we will faithfully and diligently execute the office of Churchwarden for our respective parishes for the year of our
appointment, and will present such matters and concerns as we are bound to report to the lawful authorities of our diocese.”
The Archdeacon of Canterbury then says:
“I admit you to the Office of Churchwarden for the now current year, in the Name
of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.” Amen
The Archdeacon of Canterbury then invites other church officers and members to
reaffirm their willingness to serve and they respond: “We do so affirm, with God’s
help.”
Christine and I would like to thank you all for electing us as your Churchwardens
for this year and we look forward to sharing with you the responsibility of continuing to embrace the three Diocesan priorities: To grow the church numerically
and spiritually; To re-imagine ministry; To build partner-ships that enrich communities;
Christine and I also went to a meeting at Holy Trinity Church, Margate, when Bishop
Trevor and Julian Hills (Diocesan Secretary) were conveying a strong message re
“Being the Church for Now and Tomorrow”. The message includes the need for the
church to be relevant in the world of today (not slaves to the past); the need for the
congregation to be integrated in the community and concerned for their needs; the
need to be aware that resources are necessary; and the need to remember that
whatever we do should be linked to Jesus Christ.
With love and blessings from Brenda and Christine (Churchwardens)

Commemorating the centenary of the beginning of the First World War
The War Shrines of Westgate-on-Sea
Britain declared war on Germany on 4 August 1914, after the violation of Belgian
neutrality. Many people thought it would be over by Christmas, but even the first
battle of Ypres, with such heavy losses, did not bring an end. Both sides dug themselves into trenches, heavily defended by barbed wire and machine guns, a situation from which there would be no respite, until the means of attack had caught up
with the means of defence.
More and more men were swallowed up in the service of their country. At
first, it had been the regular army, the Special Reserves and the Territorials, but
then Lord Kitchener launched his great recruitment campaigns and others flocked
to join – the Heritage Centre will re-enact Westgate’s Recruitment Rally of August
1914 in an event at the Town Hall Function Room on 20 th August. 2014.
Despite a huge response, it was soon clear that voluntary recruitment was
insufficient. In July 1915 the National Registration Act was passed to stimulate recruitment further and to find out how many men, between the ages of 15 and 65,
there were in the country. The following year the Military Service Act introduced
conscription for all men between 18 and 41 unless they were in a “starred occupation”. The result was that almost every home in Britain would have a family member on active service.
Even before the Battle of the Somme began on 1 July 1916, casualties were
increasing and, as families at home became racked with anxiety about their loved
ones, the need for ways in which they could be supported grew.
Some communities and groups had introduced the ideas of commemorative Rolls of Honour, on which those on active service were named, as early as 1914
-15. Mrs Humphrey, Head Teacher of St Saviour’s C.E. School, wrote in the School
Log Book on 12 February 1915, “Preparing a list of old scholars on active service
during the war. Sixty five have been placed on it, in addition to the four who have
already given their lives in service to their country”. As the number of former pupils
who had died grew, so did the desire to honour them. The woodwork master, Mr
Pitcher, whose classes were held in the Congregational School Room and was,
therefore, required to keep his own Log Book, wrote on 30 October 1917, “3rd year
boys are making a long board to fix in the main room of School for “Honours List”,
photos of old boys, their deeds in the Great War etc to be fixed on.”
The commemoration movement had grown greatly in 1916 and was widely supported - and often led - by Anglican clergy who extended the idea to temporary
street shrines. Westgate was no exception. We are very fortunate to have the original commemorative Rolls of Honour available for all to see in the Memorial Chapel
of St Saviour’s Church. It is likely that they date from late 1916 or early 1917 – the

names of those known to have died by that date have been omitted. They are of
sobering interest – there are five Medhursts, five Whittakers, five Reeves and eight
Kings. Over 400 names are recorded, 75% have been identified. Do look at the
boards, which are now underneath the First World War memorial tablet. The Rolls
finished with the simple request,
“Brethren, Pray for us”
As we look at them let us remember those who fought for their country with a brief
prayer of thanksgiving. There is another, rather tattered, but very poignant, Roll,
which could only be found in a church. Headed 1914-191 with the final date incomplete, it is the list of the Fallen, headed
“Requiescant in Pace” (May they rest in peace)
At the bottom is a quotation from the Te Deum Laudamus sung at Matins in the
Church of England and familiar to so many at that time,
MAKE THEM TO BE NUMBERED WITH THY SAINTS IN GLORY EVERLASTING
I find this list very poignant, for, although it contains the names of some of those
killed as late as 1918, it omits the names of fifteen, who would eventually be included on the permanent memorial of 1920. They are the names of the “missing”,
today found on the great memorials at the Menin Gate, Thiepval, Tynecot and elsewhere, which are to the memory of those who have no known grave.
In early 1917 Westgate’s War Shrines were erected. Made by Lockwood’s of
the Grove, three were in the form of oak tablets, whilst the fourth, which was to be
on the sea front (where the present War Memorial is sited), was to be a cross 6
feet by 7 feet. The eastern shrine in The Grove and the western in Waterworks
Road were dedicated on 4 March 1917, the one to the south in Victoria Avenue on
18 March and the cross on the sea front on 20 May. The Isle of Thanet Gazette reported that the total cost was £20 9s 3d, raised mostly by public subscription. Unfortunately we do not know what happened to the shrines after the war was ended. Dawn Crouch
“Unknown Westgate Servicemen”

FROM THE TREASURER
April 2014 Monthly Financial Review
In April RECEIPTS amounted to £7,411
Funeral and wedding fees amounted to £1,201 and we received £4,000 from the
Deposit Account.
We made PAYMENTS of £4,231
This included £1,044 for the pulpit rail and £1,781 for the monthly parish share.
This resulted in an operating SURPLUS of £3,180.
FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND)
The Flower fund stands at £180.
CHURCH HEATING (DESIGNATED FUND)
This account is now closed as the church heating has been completed and paid for
out of the current account.
Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer)

Strawberry Tea
Our annual strawberry tea will be held on Saturday 12 July in church at
3.30pm.Tickets £4 for adults £2.50 children.
Tickets will be on sale from June onwards and can be obtained from Christine
Attwood.
Please come and support the Friends as this is always a lovely afternoon.
Susan Bennett chairperson.

Summer Fayre
The Summer Fayre will be held on Saturday 28 June 10-12 am in church . We have
enjoyed your support in the past and need again donations of raffle and tombola
prizes. Also books and bric a brac.
Nearer the time gifts of home made foods will be needed for our home baked
stall.
Thank you again for your support in the past.
Susan Bennett

When you die, 10 things GOD won't ask you:
1..... God won't ask what kind of car you drove. He'll ask how many people you
drove who didn't have transportation..
2..... God won't ask the square footage of your house, He'll ask how many people
you welcomed into your home.
3..... God won't ask about the clothes you had in your closet, He'll ask how many
you helped to clothe.
4..... God won't ask what your highest salary was. He'll ask if you compromised
your character to obtain it.
5..... God won't ask what your job title was. He'll ask if you performed your job to
the best of your ability.
6..... God won't ask how many friends you had. He'll ask how many people to
whom you were a friend.
7..... God won't ask in what neighborhood you lived, He'll ask how you treated
your neighbors.
8..... God won't ask about the color of your skin, He'll ask about the content of
your character.
9..... God won't ask why it took you so long to find Him and ask Him into your
house, He'll lovingly take you to heaven and not to the gates of Hell.
10..... God won't have to ask how many people you told about this, He already
knows your decision.

CHRISTIAN AID 2014
This year, St Saviour’s has donated the magnificent sum of £463 to Christian Aid.
Ithink this is our best total for a few years. Thank you to everyone who has given.
All the money will be put to excellent use.

Gill Lurie

SCRIPTURE UNION HOLIDAY CLUB - Monday 28th July to Friday 8th August. The theme for 2014 is “God is Faithful”. It is held in the Churches of
Minnis Bay, Birchington. All children have to be registered.
Children of all ages from toddlers to 18 year olds are provided for in Christian teaching each morning. There are fun events in the afternoons and
evenings at Minnis Bay.
The Churches of Birchington host different age groups and teams of Christians led by a leader meet to organise each session. They consist of young
people over 16 years of age and upwards.
Offers of hosting tea members are required and members of the team arrive on 26th July. Baking of cakes is appreciated for the Cafe which is a
“drop in” centre for mothers and babies. Please contact Tessa Hinge on
01843 842416 who finds placements for each team member. No food is
required and just a bed and washing facilities. All food is prepared at their
HQ which is at St. Thomas’ Church Centre, Minnis Bay, Birchington where
they meet together and make preparations for the outreach event. It is
something which children and teenagers enjoy as well as parents in the
afternoon and evening events. Thelma Franks 01843 832263

PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY CITIES OF COLOGNE & AACHEN
The Revd.David and Mrs.Andrea Chance have been asked by the Christian
travel company, PAX TRAVEL to lead an ecumenical pilgrimage to Cologne
and Aachen, September 12-17 2014. The journey will be by train from London and Kent to Germany. It will cost £599 which includes all fast train
travel, three nights central Ibis hotel B & B in Cologne, two nights central
Ibis hotel in Aachen. Included are guided tours of Cologne cathedral, to see
the shrine of the Three Magi, and the Romanesque city churches; and entry
to Charlemagne’s Aachen cathedral. Extras are lunches and dinners and an
optional River Rhine boat trip to Konigswinter (£39). There is a great deal to
see and do in these historic and cultural places in good company . Leaflets
and information from Pax Travel Ltd., 57-59 Rochester Place, London, NW1
9JU, 0207 485 3003, or from David and Andrea Chance, 3 Norman Road,
Westgate on Sea, Kent CT8 8RR, 07821627662.

The Garden
Sitting in the lounge from my special chair,
I look and reflect and continue to stare at our Garden,
Tranquil, Peaceful and serene,
A pleasure to behold the luscious green,
The bushes and trees make a perfect screen,
It is a little world of its own,
Somewhere for man to visit or roam,
The birds appear from out of the sky,
To come and perch and rest awhile,
They indulge in the bird bath and sometimes drink,
Or pause awhile to stop and think before they fly away,
The colourful flowers add extra pleasure,
Which fills the heart
And gives such treasure,
My eyes close slowly
As I drift off to sleep,
An image of the Garden forever to keep.
Marie Evans

PLANT SALE
Thank you to everybody who supported the Plant Sale held on Saturday May 24th.
A total of £817 was raised on the day which will go towards the upkeep of
St Saviour’s Church

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.
The Rainbows and Brownies would like to say a big “THANK YOU” to
everybody who gave Sainsburys Active Kids Vouchers . This will allow
them to get some new equipment.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th
Wednesday of every month from 2-3pm.
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
St Saviour’s Ladies Circle
Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.
Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430
The Westgate Heritage Centre
Open every Wednesday and Saturday morning 10am to 12 noon from May
until the end of September . There is a talk on the first Saturday of each
month at 10.30am.
SUMMER PROGRAMME COMMENCES
Saturday 7th June 10.30am Talk “The waterplanes come to Westgate”
Saturday 5th July 10.30am Talk “The role of the Parish Church”
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the
church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Saturday 28th June 10am to 12noon SUMMER FAYRE
Saturday 12th July The Friends of St Saviour’s STRAWBERRY TEA
at 3.30pm

