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From the Vicar
Dear friends,
Summer is here and the summer fair went really well. Many thanks to all who contributed and to all who came to support.
There are a number of events coming up – the Strawberry Tea in the afternoon of
Saturday 12th July – details on another page. This is a popular event so do book
your seat early.
I will be pleased to meet any of you who care to come in church for the Gift Day on
Saturday 26th July between 10 am and 12 noon, at which donations may be given
towards keeping the ministry going and to keep the church well maintained, which
is an expensive business, as many of you will know. This is our Anniversary Weekend. There will also be a few stalls with items for sale. The Heritage Pop In is also
in church that morning. Sadly the church is suffering along with everyone else in the
present economic situation. We urgently need funds to keep offering the service to
the community that we do and to keep our church for this generation and for the
generations to come. If you wish and are a tax-payer, any donation may be giftaided and forms will be available that morning.
On Sunday 27th July there will be a service of Holy Communion at 8 am and at 10.30
am. This will be a celebration and thanksgiving for the 130th birthday of St. Saviour’s Church here in Westgate-on-Sea. You will be very welcome if you would like
to come. The later service will be followed by light refreshments.
On Sunday 3rd August in recollection of the beginning of the first world war, the
family service at 10.30 will have the theme “Children during the 1914-1918 War”.
At 3.30 pm, there is a themed service “From Darkness to Light”, which will commemorate the beginning of the war, with appropriate hymns, prayers and readings.
This will last about an hour or a little less – all are invited who wish to take part in a
thoughtful service.
On Monday 4th August, the centenary day of the first world war beginning, the
church is open from 10 until 4, with a short service at 3.30 pm. There will be a display from the Heritage Society of pictures from that time, and people from the
Church and from the Society to answer questions or to engage in conversation or
prayer.
Our church is there for the community and offers Christian hope in our day, just as
it was a hundred and thirty years ago. Do come.
God bless you and all those you love.
Barbara

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 8th June

Freddie David Brent

Sunday 22nd June

Cj Keith Walker
George Timothy Betts

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”
Saturday 21st June

Leanne Chick and John Edmonds

Friday 27th June

Laura Ridgeley and Christopher Maxted

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Please pray for - Dot, Jenny, Tina, Phyll, Evelyn, Tony, Doreen Ranson,
Daphne, Phaedra, Julie, Joyce, Maureen, Mary, Tom, Edna, Jeremy, Marie

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”

Churchwardens’ Report
By now many of you will have heard the sad news that St Peter’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westgate, part of the Parish of the Holy Family, is to
close. The PCC has no objection to St Peter’s congregation holding services in St Saviour’s but, due to the times of our regular morning and occasional afternoon services, can only offer Sunday evenings for this purpose.
The Revd Barbara Way, Brenda and I met with the Revd Caroline Pinchbeck, Communities and Partnership Executive Officer and Rural Life Advisor for the Diocese of Canterbury, to find out what steps were necessary
should the PCC’s offer be acceptable and subsequently had a meeting in St
Saviour’s Church with representatives from the Holy Family. At the time of
writing, we are waiting to hear what has been decided.
I was invited to join other new churchwardens for the Sung Eucharist on
Trinity Sunday at Canterbury Cathedral followed by lunch with the Archdeacon of Canterbury. After a useful general discussion over lunch, we had a
fun quiz to sort out fact from fiction about our responsibilities. Apparently,
the Archdeacon chose a Sunday for the event to highlight that, like the clergy, churchwardens are allowed a few Sundays off.
A few days later, Brenda and I attended our first meeting as the parish representatives to Thanet Deanery Synod. After the opening worship, the meeting split into groups to answer a quiz designed to find out how much we
knew about the Deanery. This was followed by short talks on several ministries within Thanet. We heard about street pastors, Ignite in Cliftonville and
Newington (described as a Messy Church for adults on the edge of society),
prayer shawls knitted by members of St John’s Margate and a Messy
Church for children and their parents at St Thomas’ Minnis Bay. The meeting ended with the usual business of the minutes and finance. Brenda and I
came away with plenty of food for thought.
Please continue to remember Brenda and I in your prayers as we share with
you in embracing the Diocesan priorities of growing the Church numerically
and spiritually; re-imagining ministry; and building partnerships that enrich
communities.
With love and blessings from Brenda Carter and Christine Attwood

News from St Saviour’s Church of England School
It has been an eventful week at St. Saviour’s. The majority of our Year 6 have visited
an outward bound centre near Ashford, with the remainder enjoying some crosscurricular experiences in school.
Schools are under ever-increasing pressure to deliver high standards in mathematics
and English, this is at it should be. Most teachers and parents agree that it is the
core purpose of primary schools to give children a thorough grounding in reading,
writing and mathematics in order to equip them for secondary school and adult life.
At Saviour’s, we take this core purpose incredibly seriously and do all we can to help
children make excellent progress in their basic skills. However, we also know that
we should be developing well-rounded individuals with a range of social, emotional
and problem-solving skills. Enjoyment is also fundamental to our school’s approach,
both for its own sake and because children learn most when they are engaged and
excited by lessons.
Each year, our dedicated Year 6 staff give up family life for three days to go on
school journey. Around seventy of our Year 6 children choose to go to the Kingswood Centre to take part in outward bound and team-building activities. The centre offers adventurous activities which are impossible to offer in school. Children
take part in climbing, abseiling, caving, zip-lining, archery and countless other activities. Each activity challenges children (and staff) to push themselves. For many
children, this trip is the first time away from home for more than one night and
could well be the first opportunity they have to use a safety harness, scale a forty
feet tall telegraph pole and jump onto a trapeze bar (this activity is known as the
‘leap of faith’). Children always return from the trip exhilarated and exhausted.
Some children and families choose not to attend this school journey but these remaining children also get to enjoy three days away from the usual routines of
school. This year, children took part in some amazing art, P.E and cooking activities.
Having just twenty or so children left in the year group allows teachers to work with
much smaller groups, this helps some children to really flourish. A parent contacted
us after the three days at school to tell us how her daughter had never been keen
on sport but, after a tennis taster session with our resident sports coach, had decided to join a tennis club.

We are proud of our broad and balanced curriculum at St. Saviour’s Church of England Junior School. Our children can choose from twenty-four after school clubs,
enjoy themed days and numerous trips in Kent and beyond. We have such a
wealth of skills and interests within the staff team that we can offer anything from
chess coaching and clarinet lessons to vegetable growing and computer programming on the same day. Governments will continue to require schools to reach challenging targets in academic subjects but our staff are determined to meet these
challenges whilst still offering young children opportunities to develop in ways not
measured by tests and league tables. Nick Bonell, Head of School

Our Churchwarden Emeritus Dr Dawn Crouch
Invited to Royal Garden Party at Buckingham Palace
rd

On 3 June 2014, Dr Crouch travelled to Buckingham Palace to partake in the Royal
Garden Party to which special invitation had been received and including one accompanying guest. With Dawn was her good friend Diana Davies, a former Reader
in the Parish, now currently licensed to officiate across the whole Thanet Deanery.
In typical modesty, Dawn says “I really do not know why I have been nominated for
this privilege, or who nominated me”. Having served as Churchwarden for more
years than can be remembered and masterminding the Westgate Heritage Centre,
which Dawn created, over the past 10 years, I think we all know why, and consider
it just reward for the selfless contribution Dawn has made to this Parish
Many congratulations!

Kent God's Acre Awards 2013
On Thursday 26th June 2014, I had the privilege to accompany Dr. Dawn Crouch,
Valda and Ruth Neve to the 5th God's Acre Awards Ceremony held in the beautiful
church of St. Mary's, Chilham.
The event was presided over by Canon Caroline Pinchbeck, Director of Communities
& Partnerships, with The Archdeacon of Maidstone, The Ven. Stephen Taylor presenting the Awards.
Archdeacon Stephen's message, called us to be "... stewards of churches and
churchyards, and help to tell the stories associated with them".
As part of the Commemorations for the Beginning of WWI, there were 3 categories
of awards this year:
1. Wildlife in the churchyard.
2. Church interpretation - War Memorials (a display, leaflet or information which
interprets & records information about the memorials).
3. Community Involvement - education, wildlife or social history of the churchyard.
Category 1. was won by All Saints Church, Petham.
Category 2. was won by St. Pancras Church, Coldred for work on their War Memorial. They have produced a map which pinpoints the places where those named on
the memorial once lived and some information about them. At Remembrance time
the board was displayed in the village pub for the whole community to view.
Category 3. was won by St. Mary's Church, Chilham for their annual visits to War
Cemeteries - this year, they are visiting the Somme Area on 27/9/14.
There was stiff competition, as well as the above winners, there was also amongst
others; a computer slide show, a model of the trenches and a beautiful quilt made
from vintage ex-forces shirts etc. We came home with lots of fresh ideas.
St. Saviour's Church received a Commendation for our entry into Category 2.
Dr. Dawn Crouch submitted an excellent entry which consisted of a 500 word Introduction to the project, together with 9 supporting documents and photographs.
There were photographs of:the War Memorial on the North Aisle wall, a display about Colin Osborne's Grandfather and the Battle of The Somme, a display about Thomas Randall of St. John's
Ambulance Brigade who was killed in the Faversham Munitions Explosion - April
1916 and 2 photographs from WWII Memorials.
Together with details collected about Alfred Eede, his job,family and a photograph
of his home in Belmont Rd. and where and when he died (August 1918) together
with a newspaper article of his family visiting the Memorial in Church in 2010.
Also included was a 2007 newspaper article, detailing the discovery of The Rolls of
Honour found in the space behind the organ and the side altar.
A lot of preparation work was completed by Dr. Dawn Crouch, Churchwarden Emeritus on behalf of the PCC for our submission entry, for which we would very much
like to say a big Thank You.
Clare Wheeler, PCC Minutes Sec.

All are welcome to attend events at St Saviour’s to mark the Centenary of the beginning of the First World War
At the Heritage Centre Meeting on Saturday 2nd August, Dr Dawn Crouch's talk at
10.30am is entitled “War Comes to Westgate”
The theme of the Family Service on Sunday 3rd August at 10.30am is children in
WW1. Please let Brenda Carter or Christine Attwood know if you have any family photos or memorabilia relevant to our theme
A special community service is being held on Sunday 3rd August at 3.30pm to explore the theme of light going into darkness. The Paschal Candle will be lit during the service as the symbol of Christ in our lives despite dark times. There will
be a collection in aid of Help for Heroes and light refreshments will be served
after the service.
St Saviour’s Church will be open on Monday 4th August from 10am to 4pm. Material relating to Westgate in 1914 and those named on our war memorials will be
on display throughout the day. In addition, members of the clergy will always
be available to meet spiritual needs and to lead prayers on the hour. The day
will end at 3.30pm with a service lasting no more than 30 minutes
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St Saviour’s Church will be open on Monday 4th August from 10am to 4pm. Material relating to Westgate in 1914 and those named on our war memorials will be
on display throughout the day. In addition, members of the clergy will always
be available to meet spiritual needs and to lead prayers on the hour. The day
will end at 3.30pm with a service lasting no more than 30 minutes

COMMEMORATING WORLD WAR 1
The Prince of Wales National Relief Fund
Throughout this year of Commemoration of the First World War, in addition to remembering those who lost their lives in the war, the Westgate Heritage Centre is
focussing on the ways in which the lives of the residents of Westgate were affected.
Recent research in the Kent Archives at Maidstone, triggered by entries in the Minute Books of the Westgate-on-Sea Parish Council, led to unexpected discoveries,
which provided much food for thought.
Parish Council Minute Book: 17 August 1914: “Rural District Council wishes to set
up Distress Relief Sub-Committee. It was resolved to ask the Revd. Perry (Minister
of Christ Church); if he declined, the Rev Blandford (retired minister of Christ
Church)
PC Minute Book: 24 August 1914: Meeting to be held re Prince of Wales’ Fund on
11 September
PC Minute Book: 22 March 1915: Annual General Meeting
It was reported that £200 had been raised for the Prince of Wales’ Fund (Multiply
by 54 for today’s figures). The Revd Perry had become a member of the Rural District Council Sub-Committee to represent Westgate
So what was this fund and why was it considered necessary? First of all, we
have to remember that there was no Welfare State, except for the recentlyintroduced Old Age Pensions for men over 70, and a very limited National Insurance
scheme for some trades. It was quickly realised that there would be many civilians
who would suffer financially from the war – those at the June talk heard the stories
of Mrs Lamb and Mrs Griffiths of Westgate, who were affected by the arrival of the
seaplane base at St Mildred’s Bay.
The fund, to help families of serving men and those suffering from industrial
distress, was set up by HRH the Prince Edward of Wales (later King Edward VIII) on 7
August. He said, “At such a moment we all stand by one another and it is to the
heart of the British people that I confidently make this appeal.” Within a week the
Fund stood at £1million. It was to be administered through County Council Relief
Committees and District Relief Sub-Committees. Seaside landladies were recognised
as being amongst those suffering from industrial distress.
The meticulously kept accounts of Thanet Rural District, of which the Parish
of Westgate-on-Sea was a part, are the archives which revealed so much of the
hardship that was suffered by some in Westgate during the war. A list was recorded
of all who received benefit from this fund and the amount. Each parish was to have
a “lady” appointed to visit the applicants, who had to complete an application form.
In Westgate this was Mrs Banks, the Vicar’s wife.

Applications were carefully scrutinised by the members of the Sub-Committee and
then a decision was made. Of the ten parishes which made up the Rural District
Council, some made no applications at all, Garlinge made three or four, Birchington five or six and Minster just one.
In contrast, Westgate-on Sea was making payments to eight applicants by
the end of the first full year (1914). By 1915 this had risen to fifteen, by 1917 to
thirty and by 1918 to thirty-two. Twenty of the thirty-two have been identified as
“Apartment keepers”. They were mostly women, single or widowed. There were
two elderly male Bath Chair Proprietors and two widows of shopkeepers, one hotel cook and one former school housekeeper. Six have yet to be definitely identified.
Money was raised, in addition to donations, by Flag Days and the sale of
postcards and enamelled lapel pins. The two photographs are from James Brazier’s collection of memorabilia.
Dawn Crouch

SCRIPTURE UNION HOLIDAY CLUB - Monday 28th July to Friday 8th August. The theme for 2014 is “God is Faithful”. It is held in the Churches of
Minnis Bay, Birchington. All children have to be registered.
Children of all ages from toddlers to 18 year olds are provided for in Christian teaching each morning. There are fun events in the afternoons and
evenings at Minnis Bay.
The Churches of Birchington host different age groups and teams of Christians led by a leader meet to organise each session. They consist of young
people over 16 years of age and upwards.
Offers of hosting tea members are required and members of the team arrive on 26th July. Baking of cakes is appreciated for the Cafe which is a
“drop in” centre for mothers and babies. Please contact Tessa Hinge on
01843 842416 who finds placements for each team member. No food is
required and just a bed and washing facilities. All food is prepared at their
HQ which is at St. Thomas’ Church Centre, Minnis Bay, Birchington where
they meet together and make preparations for the outreach event. It is
something which children and teenagers enjoy as well as parents in the
afternoon and evening events. Thelma Franks 01843 832263

MUSIC at ST NICHOLAS
Organized by the Friends of St Nicholas-at-Wade Church
Wednesday 9th July
7.30pm The Railway Swing Band
Saturday 13th September
7.30pm Christine Hubbard: International Soprano
£10 ( £8 in advance), children free
Info : 01843 847701

You shall Love the Lord your God with all your heart…..You shall love your neighbour as you would yourself. Mathew 22:37-40
Very strong words, and as I write this today, I am filled with how they affect me in
my daily life. As you read this, things might have changed so much, but as I write, I
am witnessing so much sadness and distress, in a part to the world that I hold close
in my heart. So I thought I would share some insight into the life of those living in
Iraq and Kurdistan. John and I have been so blessed to have lived for a short while
amongst people who did not always share our faith, but respected us for it. As I
write this, the violence has escalated into Mosel, a town that John I and saw. A
town full of people trying to build their lives back after the regime of Sadam
Hussain. They were filled with hope, peace and love towards anyone who came
and that included John and myself. Now we see on the news, that people are again
being driven out of their homes, fleeing or trying to flee across the border to Kurdistan. Many of the people we met, had lived in England during the worst times, they
had come here as refugees, and were now trying to start a new life back home. Our
prayers go out to them all, but most of all I ask that you pray for them, because
they are our brothers and sisters in Christ. Some people look at the news and the
killing and say that they cannot understand why Moslems fight Moslems, and I
agree, but it was only a few centuries ago, when we as a Christian faith were
fighting each other, Protestant against Catholic. We have come a long way, today
we have Churches Together, and at the beginning of June, John and I went to Thanet bible week, at St James and a service held at the Winter Gardens. Both of these
events brought Christians throughout Thanet together to worship our Lord and give
thanks. We may have some different ways of worship, but we all have one belief
and that is Our Lord, is our saviour who came into this world for our redemption.
We are so very blessed to have the opportunity to practice our faith in the open, to
praise our Lord without fear of being taken and flogged, or in some cases killed. We
hear from Cannon Andrew White who tries to teach the Word in Bagdad, he tells us
of many horrors, Christians being beaten, having no food, and yet their faith is still
strong. At the time of writing he is struggling to see how things will turn around on
his blog of the 15th June he stated “Now the Christian centre of Iraq has

been totally ransacked. The tanks are moving into the Christian villages
destroying them and causing total carnage”. I ask that you hold him in your
prayers and if you like to find out anything else about his work please go to his

web site. You will find that you may need to go through the web site in England,
because things are very dangerous for Christians at the moment where he is.
(Foundation for the relief and Reconciliation in the Middle East: office@frrme.org)
You might be reading this and asking, why I have decided to write an article for the
magazine, and the main reason is because the individuals in this country need our
prayers, they are good people who unfortunately are in amongst people who are
using ‘religion’ as a means to destroy and kill. This is not a new idea and has been
happening throughout time. Please hold them in your prayers, they are our brothers and sisters who need us to pray for them, whether they are Christian, Moslem,
or undecided. We are all God’s children, and when you next look at the news,
remember the words of our Lord which says; You shall Love the Lord your God
with all your heart…..You shall love your neighbour as you would yourself.
Mathew 22:37-40
These two of the ten Mosaic commandments remain the cornerstone or the foundation of the ‘Spirit of the Law’ that all peoples should strive to live by. Let us hold
out our Love for those who may be suffering at this time and pray that the Light of
the Lord shines out.
In God’s Love

Debbie and John
Happiness
To be happy one has to be content with life,
Contentment brings a feeling of
Inner peace and tranquility rarely felt,
But when it comes it touches the inner soul,
And the mind relaxes
And thinks of years gone by,
Of sad times, good times and memorable times,
So be content and you will be
Happy always.
Marie Evans

THANET FOOD LINK
There is a continuous need of food for Thanet Food Link. Please can you help fill St
Saviour’s food box up every week.
We will deliver the food as many times as necessary. Please help us all to help others in need. God Bless Anne & John Bartlett

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

Monday 21st July St Saviour’s School Graduation Service
Tuesday 22nd July St Saviour’s School End of Year Service

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th
Wednesday of every month from 2-3pm.
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
St Saviour’s Ladies Circle
Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.
Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430
The Westgate Heritage Centre
Open every Wednesday and Saturday morning 10am to 12 noon from May until the
end of September . There is a talk on the first Saturday of each month at 10.30am.
SUMMER PROGRAMME
Saturday 5th July 10.30am Talk “The role of the Parish Church”
Saturday 2nd August 10.30am Talk “War Comes to Westgate”
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Saturday 12th July The Friends of St Saviour’s STRAWBERRY TEA at
3.30pm
Sunday 3rd August 3.30pm Commemoration of the First World War
Service
Monday 4th August 10am to 4pm Church open. Short service at 3.30pm

