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A Letter from The Rev’d. Barbara Way 

Greetings from Westgate Vicarage 

This August doesn’t seem to be as relaxed as some years.  Last August I wrote about 
the new baby prince being born, and we have all recently seen lovely photos of him 
on his first birthday. 

This year though we have the commemoration of the centenary of the beginning of 
the first world war at the beginning of the month – see details of events at St. Sav-
iour’s within these pages.  Sadly it certainly was not “the war to end all wars” as 
many people in 1918 had hoped.  We have also witnessed in late July some horrific 
events in Gaza and in the plane crash over Ukraine, as well as so many other exam-
ples of human cruelty and inhumanity to each other. 

We also see at long last the addition of the name of Lieutenant Marc Lawrence onto 
the War Memorial.  Thanks to all those who made this possible.  There is a ceremo-
ny there for the dedication later this month – see details in this magazine. 

We must also give thanks for a glorious summer and for some relaxation – we are 
so fortunate to live near the seaside.   Watch out for details of a sponsored walk 
along the sea-front in September.  The Friends of St Saviour’s, who are organising 
this, are always looking to welcome new members. 

I would like to thank all those who contributed this summer to the fayre and to the 
birthday events and who took the opportunity to give a monetary gift for the work 
of the church.  The Friends’ Strawberry Tea also attracted a goodly number and was 
as good as it sounds. 

St Saviour’s School held its Graduation ceremony in church this year, as well as its 
end of year service – both events were magnificent and we had a full house on both 
afternoons – all the children were in good voice!  We congratulate them on their 
singing and their achievements during the year.  Our very best wishes to all the year 
6 young people moving on to their secondary schools in September. 

We are still needing money for the building and there will be more work ahead in 
due time; for the moment, it is good to enjoy the summer months. Please continue 
to support the box for the Food Bank run in Cliftonville – gifts of non-perishable 
foods, preferably in small tins and packs, are always welcome. 

God bless you all, 

Barbara 

ART and CRAFT GROUP EXHIBITION IN CHURCH MONDAY AUGUST 11TH TO  

SATURDAY AUGUST 23RD for details see poster  





Churchwardens’ Report 

Thank you for the donations many of you gave in recognition of the 130th birthday 
of St. Saviour’s Church.  Thank you also to those who came to the Coffee Morning 
Celebration on Saturday, 26th July,  to  enjoy a variety of displays and refreshments.  
Altogether the gifts we received amounted to a total of £401.40, for which we are 
most grateful.  This shows the commitment we have to maintaining the ministry 
and mission in our lovely church for the generations to come.  We know that past 
generations had hard times too.  We look forward to your continuing support for 
our future parish events which are advertised in the Link , in the pew sheets and on 
the notice boards.  Thank you. 

On Saturday morning, 19th July, I attended a meeting of the Canterbury Diocesan 
Synod at Archbishop’s School, Canterbury to learn about the diocesan budget and 
priorities for 2015, the report of the Parish Share Review Group and the diocesan 
accounts for 2013.  It appears that the Parish Share will be increased in 2015. Please 
read the Treasurer’s Report.  

During last week we were pleased to welcome pupils and their parents for the 
School’s Graduation Service to mark the transition of Year 6 pupils from Primary to 
Secondary education.  It was an enjoyable occasion during which we heard the pu-
pils’ memories of St. Saviour’s school .  Certificates and  year group photographs 
were presented to all pupils individually by Nick Bonell, Head of School.  The floral 
decorations of sunflowers and lilies were outstanding and beautiful. 

The following day the whole school came for their end of year thanksgiving service.  
Parents enjoyed listening to each class singing their special songs and joined in 
themselves with two hymns from the hymn books:  “One more step along the road 
I go” and “I, the Lord of sea and sky”. The service ended with pupils’ own prayers 
and a blessing given by Revd Barbara Way. 

On Sunday, 27th July at 10.30am we enjoyed a special festival service led by Revd 
Barbara Way with a selection of lovely hymns chosen for the occasion by Revd Gill 
Lurie.  Revd Andrew Way gave an interesting and thoughtful sermon remembering 
the consecration of the church and the names of the past vicars who had main-
tained the ministry of St. Saviour’s for the past 130 years.  Andrew also spoke of the 
need, not only to pray and be compassionate to those in need, but also to allow 
time for worship: “For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, For ever and 
ever.” 

This coming weekend we are looking forward to the wedding of Nicky Adams and 
Louise Hemphrey on Saturday, 2nd August at 1.00 pm.  On Sunday, 3rd August, the 
Family Service at 10.30am has a theme of Children of World War 1.  At 3.30pm 
there is a special service to commemorate the centenary of the commencement of 
World War 1.  Sir Roger Gale and Cllr. Tom King will be attending.    



On Monday, 4th August, the church will be open from 10am – 4pm with stewards of 
the church and the Heritage Centre there to help you.  There will be prayers on the 
half-hour every hour during the time with a short service at 3.30pm. 

With love and blessings from Christine Attwood and Brenda Carter   

One day Isaac had visitors …”why have you come?’ he asked “this is 

obviously no friendly visit, since you kicked me out in a most uncivil 

way”. Genesis 26:26 

This passage from Genesis shows us that even in the beginning people 

sometimes had problems with relationships, and today we can see it all 

around us.   The world seems to be in torment, people killing each other and 

sometimes I have to ask the Lord Why? 

We have just heard from Cannon Andrew White, who sends us news of the 

events in Iraq.  He states that: 

“The situation is really quite unbelievable, over the last few days we have 

seen about 200,000 Christians flee from the north of Iraq, from Mosul which 

is Ninevah and they have fled over to Kurdistan.  A lot of them are living as 

IDP’s without proper refugee facilities, and many have no home no shelter , 

they’re sleeping in tents.  And this is all because of ISIS’ huge onslaught on 

Mosul the other day which killed several thousand people, and literally over-

night the Christians had to flee as well” 

This news is both distressing and disturbing, but the faith of those in Iraq is 

faultless.  Andrew has worked and is still working to try and maintain recon-

ciliation and peace, not only in Iraq, but in Israel.  He asks us to pray for all 

peoples who are suffering, and I have to thank the Lord that here in West-

gate we have the ability to pray openly as Christians.  Even so, we have 

heard this month that our brothers and sisters in Christ from the Roman 

Catholic church were worshipping at the URC after losing their home on the 

Canterbury Road.  It must be upsetting for them and I feel that many at St 

Saviours would feel a great loss if our church had to close its doors perma-

nently.  For myself, I hope that it will bring us all closer together.  As Chris-

tians worshipping in Westgate, we need to know that it is not the building that 

is important, but the people within it.  During our travels, we were grateful if 

we could worship with other Christians, and the building did not matter.  We 

were often blessed in sharing our Love of the Lord with people from all over 

the world.   



One thing that we all had in common was not the denomination that we 

came from, but the Love of the Lord.   

The other thing we share with many faiths is the ‘Peace’.  When we visit oth-

er countries we often use their terms of greeting which includes “Shalom, 

Salam Alikum, and Peace be with you”   

All of these expressions mean the same, and are a heart-felt wish for peace 

for the people who they greet. I sometimes wonder what people would do if 

we started to greet each other in the street in Westgate with ‘Peace be with 

you”.  Would it tell the world, that we Love our Lord so much that we want to 

share in his peace, or would it show others that they are in the presence of 

Christians?.   

In Westgate the churches together movement changed its name to Chris-

tians together, so that it encompasses individuals, and seeks to avoid the 

politics and differences often associated with the church doctrinal rivalry. 

How negative can doctrinal rivalry be? In our past, Christian rivalry was at its 

worst after the Reformation. Yes we may worship differently, and that is not 

always a bad thing, but we do have so much in common.  It is a wonderful 

blessing that we can work together, and hopefully we will continue to unite 

and show the local community that the Lord truly lives in Westgate.  I will end 

with a passage from Philippians 4:2-3 whereby Paul talks about reconcilia-

tion because it would seem that two Christian women had fallen out. He asks 

them to “quarrel no more-be friends again”  

 It seems that at no other time in our history has Christian and church unity 

be more important than it is today, and in the years to come. For this reason 

let us hold our brothers and sisters throughout the world in our prayers this 

month, let us pray for peace and reconciliation,  whether it be war between 

nations, neighbour against neighbour or within our own families  and let us 

pray that  the Light of the Lord shines through and peace reigns. 

Debbie and John 

I have had a busy time bellringing having been asked to ring in a quarter peal at St 

Saviour’s and another one the same evening at St Laurence, Ramsgate in recogni-

tion  of  The Rev’d Stanley Evans  being a member  for 70 years of Kent County As-

sociation of Change Ringers .  Last weekend I had the privilege of ringing at the Ca-

thedral for a wedding .                Douglas Neve                                                                                     



FROM THE REGISTERS 

 

For those Baptised 

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”   

Sunday 13th July       James Michael Louis Thompson , George Richard Thompson 

 

For those joined in Holy Matrimony 

“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they 

may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to 

each other” 

 

The Sick 

“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit” 

Please pray for  - Dot,  Jenny,  Tina,  Phyll,  Evelyn, Tony,  Doreen Ranson,   

Daphne, Phaedra, Julie, Joyce, Maureen, Mary, Tom, Edna, Jeremy, Marie, Gill, 

Cicely 

 

The Departed 

“Lord now lettest thou thy servant  depart in peace, according to thy word” 

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their 

families and friends 

 

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for 

giving them to us”                                                                                                                                                                    



News from St Saviour’s Church of England School 

The end of term 6 has finally arrived; teachers and children look forward to 

a well-earned rest.  The broad and balanced curriculum, which we value so 

highly at St. Saviour’s, really comes into its own in the summer term. 

Expectations of standards in key skills are very high at our school.  We ex-

pect all children to leave St. Saviour’s being secure in the skills of reading, 

writing and maths.  I make no apology for devoting most of our efforts to 

ensuring children leave us with the skills to succeed at secondary school 

and beyond.  That said, we know that children also need a broader set of 

skills to become happy and productive members of our community.  We 

also know that the broader curriculum can, in itself, lead to increased 

learning in the core subjects of English and maths. 

Three recent events in school exemplify the broad skill set of our children.  

Firstly sports day.  Having a dedicated sports coach in Mr Bailey allows our 

children to develop finely honed sports techniques.  Mr Bailey does not 

merely get children to run and catch etc. he teaches them the specific tech-

niques to excel in sport.  Mr Bailey has coached many professional ath-

letes, sportsmen and women who have competed at Olympic level.  The 

skill and good sportsmanship demonstrated at our sports day was a testa-

ment to Mr Bailey’s approach.  School sport and competitive sports days 

foster team spirit, resilience in defeat and good grace in victory. 

Our Year 6 leavers production was an opportunity for children to show off 

their acting and singing skills.  Year 6 children and staff worked tirelessly to 

put on a highly polished performance.  Some of the children who really 

shined during the performance were those who do not always find aca-

demic work easy, we always seem to unearth a few hidden talents!  Drama 

skills obviously feed into children’s literacy skills and motivate children to 

be creative. 

Finally, I would to relay the amazement I felt while watching our ‘Notes 

and Nibbles’ musical showcase evening this week.  Mrs Read, our Year 4 

year group leader, music leader, choir master and resident opera singer 

organised a stunning evening.  The staff and parent choir, children’s choir 

and orchestras and some really gifted soloists all performed to a large  



paying audience at this sold out event.  The breadth of musical opportunities 

at St. Saviour’s is staggering.  All children are taught an instrument (usually 

recorder) and many children are taught by specialist instrument teachers.  

Children who are often extremely quiet in school displayed real confidence 

and pride in their talents and Mrs Read wowed the crowd with an exuberant 

display of operatics! 

I would like to thank all of the children and staff who worked so hard to run 

events in school this summer.  I would also like to thank all of the parents who 

attended our various events, you helped to raise over three thousand pounds 

for the school, which we will duly plough back into additional learning re-

sources for children.  May I wish all of our children, staff and families a restful 

and enjoyable summer. 

Nick Bonell, Headteacher 

STILLNESS 

Sitting in our lounge& gazing out of the window, 

I could see the “Stillness”. 

Not a leaf on the trees stirred 

And the air felt silent, 

So beautiful to behold, 

It is good in life to have these moments, 

People rush around, 

Their feet don’t touch the ground. 

How do they feel at the end of the day? 

Exhausted, as they flop into their chair, 

If they could only be still & think awhile, 

They might reflect & begin to smile, 

 Relax & feel stillness & rest awhile.                                              

 MARIE EVANS                                                                              



COMMEMORATING WORLD WAR 1 “When War came to Westgate - the first few 
days” 

Britain declared war on Germany on Tuesday 4th August 1914 at 11.00 p.m. 
(midnight Berlin time), after several tense hours of waiting for a response from Ger-
many to the ultimatum to withdraw her troops, who had already crossed into Bel-
gium and thus violated the neutrality, guaranteed by the major powers in the Trea-
ty of London in 1839, of that country. Many people would not know that war had 
been declared until the next morning, for the only means of mass communication 
was the newspaper. Those in any official position would, however, have been in-
formed by telegraph immediately, for plans, drawn up in the Government’s highly 
secret 1914 War Book (now available to all in the National Archives) were to be 
implemented at once.  

Post Offices were to stay open all night, so that telegrams could be sent to 
recall “Regulars” to their regiments and order Reservists to report for duty. In her 
diary, Mrs Hilda Ingram at her home,  Ivyside, in Sea Road recorded the visit on 5th 
August of two of her women friends and added “Mac has been mobilised and 
George has gone with his regiment”. 

Alban Flint, son of Dr Flint, a well-known Westgate figure, was on leave 
from Ismail Khan in India. The marriage banns of the Indian Army Captain to Dor-
othea Madders of “Homestead”, Thanet Road were read for the first time in St Sav-
iour’s Church on Sunday 2nd August. A week later, the marriage took place, by Li-
cence. Captain Flint had been recalled to his regiment. Soon the Indian troops he 
commanded would be fighting in Flanders. 

Government regulations were sent to County Councils, who in turn dele-
gated their implementation to smaller local council, such as Westgate-on-Sea Parish 
Council. At the height of that summer season, one-third of the nine Parish Council-
lors, who were schoolmasters, would be away for the whole of August. These in-
cluded George Chittenden, headmaster of Streete Court Boys’ School, who was 
Chairman. The tradesmen councillors were presented with a golden opportunity to 
show their worth and they did not disappoint. George March, proprietor of the 
Westcliff Hotel, Thomas Setterfield, dairyman (and Chief Fire Officer for the West-
gate-on-Sea brigade), Albert Harris, butcher, Frederick Cornford, architect, and 
Thomas Haismer, bricklayer, were to serve their community with admirable effi-
ciency throughout those first difficult days and, indeed, throughout the war. 

When they met on 7th August in the Council offices at 4 Cuthbert Road, one press-
ing item was to arrange the taking of names of men (excluding those between 19 
and 33), who were prepared to become Special Constables. The Government need-
ed to be sure it had enough men to keep law and order should invasion come or 
should there be civil unrest, for no one knew what would happen in what was an 
unprecedented situation.  



Five days later, the Council learned that 30 names had been submitted 
and it was now its responsibility to provide armlets, truncheons and whistles. Two 
pairs of handcuffs were to be purchased. 

On 8th August councillors faced the fact that Westgate’s important holiday 
business could be ruined. They resolved to have a circular printed, posted through 
the town and distributed to each house, whilst a small one would be sent to the 
London papers.  

Westgate-on-Sea Parish Council 

Notice to Visitors 

The above Council wishes to inform visitors to Westgate-on-Sea that there is no 
need for them to return to their homes owing to War Trouble. They are perfectly 
safe here. A good and unlimited food supply is guaranteed. The trains, with the 
exception of the excursions, will continue to run as usual. The ridiculous report that 
St Mildred’s and other hotels have been commandeered for Hospital purposes and 
that the sands have been cleared of children is entirely without foundation. G. 
March Vice-Chairman 

 On 20th August Tom Setterfield reported that he had attended a meeting at 
Margate about recruiting for the Army. The Council was to arrange a Public 
Meeting as soon as possible. It was arranged for 28th August in the Town Hall Build-
ings with Sir William Ingram presiding. 

 The Heritage Centre is to recreate this event by a series of dramatic readings 
based on original archives on Wednesday 20th August in the Function Room over 
the Carlton Cinema.(7.00 p.m. for 7.30)  Part 1 is to be on the rally. After refresh-
ments provided by Frederick’s, Part 2 will recount the outcome. 18 young men 
enlisted that evening in the 6th Battalion of the Royal East Kent Regiment (the 
Buffs). We have the heart-breaking stories of four who did not return. Tickets are 
£10 and numbers are limited. If you are interested, please speak to Christine Att-
wood or Valda Neve or phone 832617 for details.   Dr Dawn Crouch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Chief Officer Setterfield                                          



All are welcome to attend events at St Saviour’s to mark the Centenary of 
the beginning of the First World War  
At the Heritage Centre Meeting on Saturday 2nd August, Dr Dawn Crouch's 

talk at 10.30am is entitled “War Comes to Westgate” 

The theme of the Family Service on Sunday 3rd August at 10.30am is chil-
dren in WW1. Please let Brenda Carter or Christine Attwood know if you 
have any family photos or memorabilia relevant to our theme 

A special community service is being held on Sunday 3rd August at 3.30pm 
to explore the theme of light going into darkness. The Paschal Candle 
will be lit during the service as the symbol of Christ in our lives despite 
dark times. There will be a collection in aid of Help for Heroes and light 
refreshments will be served after the service. 

St Saviour’s Church will be open on Monday 4th August from 10am to 4pm. 
Material relating to Westgate in 1914 and those named on our war me-
morials will be on display throughout the day. In addition, members of 
the clergy will always be available to meet spiritual needs and to lead 
prayers on the hour. The day will end at 3.30pm with a service lasting no 
more than 30 minutes during which the bell will toll and slides will be 
shown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There will be a gentle ceremony at the War Memorial at 12.30 pm on Sun-
day 10th August to dedicate the adding of the name of Lieutenant Marc 
Lawrence, of A Flight, 849 Squadron at Culdrose, who was killed in ac-
tion on 22nd March 2003.  All friends welcome to attend. 







 

 

 

 

 

 
Friends of St Saviours 
  
A sponsored walk will take place on Sunday 21 st of September from St Saviours 
church to the Turner centre in Margate.Money raised will boost our funds. 
  
Sponsorship forms will be made available from mid August onwards.We would be 
grateful for as many walkers as possible. Dogs welcome. We hope that people of all 
ages will take part in this fun event. 
  
Forms can be obtained in church. 
Susan Bennett chairperson 

 MUSIC at ST NICHOLAS 

Organized by the Friends of St Nicholas-at-Wade Church 

Saturday 13th September 

7.30pm Christine Hubbard: International Soprano 

£10 ( £8 in advance), children free 

Info : 01843 847701 

The Trustees, Officers and Committee of the Friends of St Saviour’s Church thank 
all who supported our Strawberry Tea on 12th July. We had a very enjoyable after-
noon and made £271.00 on the day. As we only had to pay for the strawberries 
and raspberries, we have been able to bank £252.00. This money will be used for 
future grants to the PCC for the maintenance of the church building and grounds.  

Special thanks go to Joy Palmer for organising the event so efficiently, the mem-
bers of the Committee for providing the scones, butter, jam, cream and drinks and 
to all who provided raffle prizes. Thank you also to those who were unable to be 

Christine Attwood 

Hon. Secretary of the Friends 

Thank you 

Christine 



The Neve Family would welcome sponsors for the Ride and Stride. The 

Friends of Kent Churches  provided a grant of £12,000 towards the West 

Wall restoration project at St Saviour’s Church. 



CHURCH SERVICES  

Sunday Services 

8am Said Eucharist  Book of Common Prayer 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

10.30am  First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE 

Weekday Service   

Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)  

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

1st Westgate Rainbows                   Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm 

8th Westgate Brownies                   Fridays 5.30 to 7pm 

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate. 

 

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users  

There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery - 

 every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice. 
 

There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th 
Wednesday of every month from  2-3pm. 

 

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations 

towards the cost of printing would be appreciated. 



CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

St Saviour’s Ladies Circle 

Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.   

Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm. 

Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring  

Susan 836430 The group will meet again on THURSDAY 4th SEPTEMBER 

The subject: The Book of Acts and Holy Spirit 

The Westgate Heritage Centre       

Open every Wednesday and Saturday morning 10am to 12 noon from May until the 

end of September .  There is a talk on the first Saturday of  each month at 10.30am. 

SUMMER PROGRAMME  

Saturday 2nd August  10.30am Talk “War Comes to Westgate” 

Saturday 6th September  10.30am Talk”The role of the civilian services” 

Refreshments available.     

Church Cleaning   11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month 

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church -  Annual Membership Fee only £2 

New members welcome.  Join the  Friends of St Saviour’s church  

Subscription only  £2 per year .  All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the 

church and grounds.  Membership forms at the back of the church or ring Su-

san Bennett on 01843 831079 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY   

Sunday 3rd August 3.30pm Commemoration of the First World WarService 

Monday 4th August 10am to 4pm Church open.  Short service at 3.30pm 

MONDAY AUGUST 11TH TO AUGUST 23RD ART and CRAFT GROUP IN 

CHURCH  see Poster 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  


