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A Letter from The Rev’d. Barbara Way
Greetings from Westgate Vicarage
It has been different than the average August, as we commemorated the centenary
of the beginning of the first word war. The church was open all day on the Monday
and a number of people came in to look at the Heritage Centre exhibition boards
and a number came to simply be quiet for a while and maybe light a candle. The
two services were very moving with the theme of “Lighten our Darkness”, and
many made links between feelings and events then to the various situations around
the world at this time. It is certainly time for all people of good will to sit and talk,
think and pray together for peace with justice for the peoples of the world.
We also dedicated in the rain, the new part of the war memorial to which had been
inscribed the name of Lieutenant Marc Lawrence, who died over ten years ago
while on duty in Iraq. Our thanks to all those who made this possible. It was a very
moving occasion and so right that his name is there and we could acknowledge his
life in this way.
There are two sponsored events coming up in September. Please support both
events if you can by participating or by sponsoring. More details on other pages for
both events.
The‘Ride and Stride’ cycling and walking event is on 13th September and raises money for The National Churches Trust. Half of the sponsorship goes to the trust and
half to the local church of the participant. We have received grants from this trust
in the past and hope we may do so in the future. We already have some cyclists
taking part.
The Friends of St Saviour’s are organising a sponsored walk along the sea-front on
the afternoon of Sunday 21st September from West Bay to Margate.
Then the Harvest Lunch on Saturday 27th September and a Songs of Praise event at
3.30 pm on Sunday 28th September. Having got more healthy you can as it were eat, drink and be merry, and then sing songs of praise the next day!
Lots of good things to do and be thankful for. Harvest Thanksgiving takes place on
Sunday 5th October. Do join in the family service at 10.30 am, and bring with you
produce if you can - tins and non-perishable food for the food bank and fresh food
for some of the homes around the area.
So a month of taking stock and, I hope, having some recreation or re-creation time
– that has been August.
In September, may there be new beginnings and much hope for good things both
internationally and at home.
God bless you all, Barbara

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 17th August

Elizabeth Rose Nation

Sunday 24th August

Ellie-Rae Besperat

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”
Saturday 2nd August Louise Hemphrey and Nicky Adams

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Please pray for - Dot, Jenny, Tina, Phyll, Evelyn, Tony, Doreen Ranson,
Daphne, Phaedra, Julie, Joyce, Maureen, Tom, Edna, Jeremy, Marie, Gill, Cicely

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
Mary

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
Maud Beard, Elsie Mary Wigley, Melvin Anthony Edwards

Churchwardens’ Report
Brenda and I are very grateful to all who helped us to keep the church building open on Monday 4th August as we commemorated the centenary of the
beginning of the First World War. It was good that members of the congregation and Westgate Heritage Centre could be seen working together and, at
half-past each hour, all stewards and visitors gathered together for the reading and prayers led by a member of the clergy. We also thank the clergy
team of Barbara, Andrew, Susan, and Lesley for being with us during the day
to lead these acts of worship and take part in the closing service at 3.30pm.
It was lovely to have the Revd. Marina Jeffrey-Watson from the United Reformed Church at Westgate taking part in the special afternoon service on
the Sunday and taking her turn in the hourly-rota of clergy on the Monday.
Thank you Marina.
The church building was also open between 9th and 23rd August for the annual exhibition by the Westgate Art and Craft Group. The many paintings and
handmade items were of a very high standard and, thanks to our key holders, many people were able to visit the church and view the exhibition. Thank
you to all who took responsibility for unlocking or locking the church.
Brenda and I are now looking for stewards for Saturday 13th September to
welcome those taking part in the annual Ride and Stride organized by the
Friends of Kent Churches. We need a minimum of two people for each hour
between 10am and 6pm and, at the time of writing, there are vacancies for
hourly slots in the afternoon. Please see one of us, if you would like to know
more about what is involved before adding your name to the list at the back
of the church. It is really important that we have someone to confirm every
sponsored person’s arrival at St Saviour’s and to offer refreshments.
As you will see elsewhere in this month’s Link, both the Neve Family and
José and Chris Gibbs are taking part in the Ride and Stride to raise money
for St Saviour’s. Please show your support by sponsoring them.
In July 2013, many members of the congregation met to discuss life at St
Saviour’s and changes they would like to see in our worship and activities.
Please come to the meeting on Monday 8th September in church to review
the suggestions made last year and to plan where we go from here. The
meeting starts at 7pm and will end by 9pm.
Don’t forget to let us know if there is a favourite hymn you would like included
in the Songs of Praise to be held on Sunday 28th September at 3.30pm in
church. There is a box at the back of the church for your suggestions and
Barbara has promised to do her best to include all those chosen.

Finally, we hope you have made a note in your diary about the visit by the
Bishop of Dover on Saturday 11th October. Bishop Trevor will be with us between 10.30am and 11.30am to celebrate the joint work of the PCC and
Westgate Heritage Centre in reaching out to the local community. An open
invitation to attend and meet the Bishop is extended to all.
With love and blessings from Brenda Carter and Christine Attwood

Westgate Art and Craft Group Exhibition 2014.
Yet again we have had a very successful exhibition at St Saviour's. We had 400 visitors this year, sold twelve paintings and
a huge amount of beautiful handmade craft and cards. It makes
the hard work of our members throughout the year worthwhile.
'Lovely hidden treasures.' 'Excellent, quite inspiring.'
'
Such a lot of talent.’
These were some of the many complimentary comments made
in the visitors views book.
We would like to give a big thank you to Brenda and her team
who so kindly opened and closed the church for us each day.
The group meets every Tuesday at Westgate Community Centre, Lymington Road, 2 - 4 pm. £1 per week plus yearly subscription of £15. Come along for a warm welcome, your first two
weeks are free.
Janet Hunt , Westgate Art and Craft Group.

FROM THE TREASURER
July 2014 Monthly Financial Review
In July RECEIPTS amounted to £2,958
We received donations amounting to £159 and £631 for wedding fees and burial of
ashes. Gift Day donations amounted to £341.
We made PAYMENTS of £4,920
We paid £388 for church supplies , £504 for Architect’s fees for the North Window
and £125 for the Thanet Deanery subscription.
This resulted in an operating DEFICIT of £1,962
FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND)
The Flower fund stands at £185.
Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer)

COMMEMORATING THE FIRST WORLD WAR
CARING FOR THE SICK AND WOUNDED
On 24 June 1859 French and Sardinian troops, under Emperor Napoleon III, defeated the Austrians in the Battle of Solferino in Northern Italy. 40,000 men were killed
or injured. It is sad that, today, we would probably not blink an eyelid at such a figure, but in 1859 it was regarded as appalling. There was no one to care for them
and the wounded were taken to the nearby village of Castiglioene. A Swiss business
man, Henri Dunant, was passing through and saw the misery and distress.
As a result of this experience, he proposed the creation of National Relief
Societies made up of volunteers and in 1863 the International Committee of the
Red Cross was established in Geneva. A year later the Geneva Convention was
signed by many governments, binding them to give humane treatment to the sick
and wounded in war and to protect those who cared for them.
In 1870 British National Society for aid to the sick and wounded in war was
formed and the Red Cross Emblem adopted. In 1905 the Society was reconstituted
as the BRITISH RED CROSS; in 1908 it was granted a Royal Charter by King Edward
VII and Queen Alexandra became president.
In 1907 a permanent structure of local branches was adopted and two
years later, the Voluntary Aid Scheme was adopted. VOLUNTARY AID DETACHMENTS (VADs) were formed in every county to provide aid to the territorial medical
forces in times of war.
The Westgate Detachment was formed in 1912. Very soon after war was
declared on August 4th 1914, Westgate women rushed to enrol. 23 year-old, Hilda
Ingram, wife of Herbert Ingram and daughter-in-law of Sir William, wrote in her
diary just eight days later, “12th August 1914 – 1st Lecture on 1st Aid practise”. Over
the next three days she recorded daily “practising bandaging”, with a second lecture on Saturday 15th August. On 17th August the new probationers were taken to
the Sea Bathing Hospital at Margate She wrote, “Took temperatures. Made beds.
Made plaster bandages. Bottles! Saw fomentations done and injection of serum”
It is clear that these young women from sheltered backgrounds were
quickly plunged in at the deep end. On Friday 28 th August she went in for her 1st Aid
exam, recording that evening exactly what she had been asked to do. By early September the probationers were attending Home Nursing lectures by Dr Rutherford,
whose practice was at Granville Lodge in Westgate Bay Avenue. On 22 nd September
they had their Home Nursing exam. The details are recorded in the diary (if you are
interested, come in to the Heritage Centre to read the full accounts)

They were ready for action and were soon to be put to the test. On 14 th
October 1914 the Westgate Detachment was mobilised to work at Quex Park in
Birchington, where the home of Major and Mrs Powell Cotton had been offered as
a Voluntary Hospital to receive 52 Belgian wounded. For three weeks, Hilda and
her companions were frequently at Quex . “Tuesday 17th October. Went to Quex as
nurse for Belgian wounded. Did a man’s hand up with a bullet wound and another
with his finger with a bayonet wound.”
On 4th November 1914 High Beach in Sea Road (site of San Remo apartments) was opened as Westgate’s VAD hospital. “Wednesday 11th November.
Helped get the places ready for the men in our new hospital High Beach. Then they
all moved in” There was accommodation for 47 patients. Westgate residents
raised enough money by voluntary subscriptions to equip the house as a hospital,
complete with operating theatre and an X Ray plant. Early in 1915 nearby Penrhyn
Lodge opened as annexe giving total accommodation for 72 patients.
The hospital continued to work until the end of the war. Between 1914
and 1919 2186 patients were received.
St Michael’s Home in Elm Grove & the Convent dit des Oiseaux in Canterbury Road were privately run hospitals. Our display at the Heritage Centre will
show you much more of the work of all of them.
Dr Dawn Crouch
Extracts from Hilda Ingram’s diary, and family photos, are by courtesy of her grand
- daughter, Jacqueline Ingram

Sea Road Penrhyn Lodge second from left, High
Beach fifth from left.
Hilda Ingram
Medallion awarded 6th January 1917

Back to School and another academic year begins
September marks the end of the school summer holidays and new beginnings for
those children starting school, moving on to junior school ( St Crispins to St Saviours) and those commencing senior school. These are also new beginnings for
school staff as they learn new names and recognise new faces and not forgetting
newly qualified teachers embarking on the first days of their chosen career in
teaching. It must also be remembered that for many staff the summer holiday is
not a complete break with new lessons to plan and changes in curriculum to be
accommodated.
So what have the governors been doing? You may recall that earlier year this I reflected on the demands of coping with an Ofsted inspection and the recruitment of
a new Headteacher all before the Easter break. Since then legislation was passed
that required governing bodies to reconstitute in accordance with 2012 regulations
no later than September 2015. The regulations required that the number of governors be reduced and since the governing body already had three vacancies with a
further retirement at the end of term, it was decided to reconstitute in readiness
for September this year rather than leave it to the deadline in a year’s time. In June
the governor’s met to discuss the options and determine the composition of the
governing body. Broadly speaking the number of non parent governors were reduced. This then forms a new Instrument of Governance that has to be approved
by both the Diocesan Board of Education, as we are a Church of England School and
the Education Authority. I am pleased to report that both authorities have approved the change.
Our reduced number of governors has led to an internal review of sub committees
which stood at three such committees. At the meeting in June it was decided to
reduce the committees to two, which would eliminate a degree of duplication and
make the governing body more efficient. A simple enough decision, but the effect
is to require all the Terms of Reference, including those relating to the main governing body itself to be revised. Work has been done on these during the summer vacation in order to present the amended documents to the committees at their
meetings in October.
This has been an exceptional year for the governors of St Saviours School, but I am
certain that the governing body has strengthened in its capacity to handle change
and work under tight deadlines. As we start the new academic year we are well
placed to provide support to our new Headteacher Mr Bonell, and fulfil our role in
governance.
Graham Neve
Chair of Governors , St Saviours Church of England Junior School

Unfortunately, some words were missing from the last sentence of my
article about the strawberry tea in last month’s magazine. The final paragraph should have read: Special thanks go to Joy Palmer for organising
the event so efficiently, the members of the Committee for providing the
scones, butter, jam, cream and drinks and to all who provided raffle prizes. Thank you also to those who were unable to be with us and kindly
sent a donation. Christine Attwood
Friends sponsored walk
The Friends sponsored walk will take place on Sunday 21 September at
3pm starting at the church and finishing at the Turner centre in Margate.
Sponsor forms are available at the back of church.
This is a new event for us and one we hope will be successful. We
have been able to arrange some transport back from the Turner centre
for those unable to catch buses. We hope to stop for tea in Margate .We
hope the weather stays fine for us and everyone has an enjoyable afternoon. Susan Bennett Chairperson
A Romp through the Old Testament
Saturday 13th September 9.30am to 3.15pm, Kearn’s Hall, Minnis Bay. An
inter-active day of exploration led by Rev’d Dr Sue Woan. Please bring a
Bible & a pen. Bring your own lunch: drinks provided. Book in advance Sue
Woan 01843 843336 or sue.woan1@gmail.com
Saltmine Theatre Production Saturday 18th October at 7.30pm at St Lawrence college, Ramsgate “The Witnesses” a play through St Luke’s gospel.
Cost £5
The Recorded Music Society meets Friday 5th September 7.30pm in the
Residents’ Lounge at Sheen Court, Margate . Telephone Kath 01843 291822
or see poster in porch for further details.

The Neve Family would welcome sponsors for the Ride and Stride. The
Friends of Kent Churches provided a grant of £12,000 towards the West
Wall restoration project at St Saviour’s Church.

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th
Wednesday of every month from 2-3pm.
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
St Saviour’s Ladies Circle
Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.
Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 The group will meet again on THURSDAY 18th SEPTEMBER
The subject: The Book of Acts and Holy Spirit
The Westgate Heritage Centre
Open every Wednesday and Saturday morning 10am to 12 noon from May until the
end of September . There is a talk on the first Saturday of each month at 10.30am.
SUMMER PROGRAMME
Saturday 6th September 10.30am Talk”The role of the civilian services”
Saturday 4th October 10.30am Talk “Westgate’s Children at War”
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sunday 7th September 10.30am Family Service
Saturday 13th September 10am to 6pm Friends of Kent Churches Ride & Stride
Sunday 21st September Friends of St Saviour’s Sponsored Walk
Saturday 27th September Harvest lunch
Sunday 28th September 3.30pm Songs of Praise

