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A Letter from The Rev’d. Barbara Way
Greetings from Westgate Vicarage
This month we celebrate the safe gathering of the harvest, and the promise of good
food for all, yet we know that will not be the case for many in some parts of our war
-torn and afflicted world. Even here at home in what is, thankfully, still the United
Kingdom, we have a growing number needing help from food banks. That cannot
be right in one of the richest countries in the world. I hope they will not be necessary for too much longer, but while they are, we at St. Saviour’s do support the food
bank whose headquarters is in Cliftonville.
Our harvest festival is on Sunday 5th October at 10.30 am and produce suitable for
the food bank will be very welcome. The box for appropriate food is also in church
every week and any food placed in it will be taken there. They need smallish packets of dried and tinned food and non-perishable basics. We have a list in church if
you want to see it.
Do feel welcome to come to our All Souls service on Sunday 2 nd November at 3.30
pm. We will be remembering our loved ones who have died and there is the opportunity to pray for them and to light a candle if you wish. Any particular names typed or legibly written please - to the vicar on the day or to a member of the
church council beforehand.
We live in very strange times, when we seem to be struggling to find a way forward,
but don’t easily find the sign-posts in a rapidly changing world. I think it is a technological and electronic revolution, rather than an industrial revolution, that is
affecting every aspect of our lives – our whole communication network and the way
that politics and religion work. It is crucial to find a way that has room for the personal and the community aspects within it and a way that democracy and decisionmaking can properly happen, while still allowing government and parliament to
function.
We may well need to think carefully about constitutional matters, and it will be
good for us to have the conversation. Let us hope we can have it in a spirit of good
will and care for each other, as well as involving as many people as possible, from all
age-groups and from all sections of society.

God bless you all,

Barbara

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 7th September

Baby and Freya Amos

Sunday 21st September Elloise Grimes
Sunday 28th September

Callum Wills

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”
Saturday 13th September Louise Evans and Leo Baldwin

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
Richard David Vaughan

Churchwardens’ Report
First of all, may we refer you to the Treasurer’s report where you will see that £87
from the collection at our special WW1 Commemoration Service in August was
sent as a gift to the Help for Heroes Charity. Also you will see that £115 from a
voluntary collection in church was sent as a gift to the Al-Ahli hospital in Gaza.
Both of these recipients have sent thank you letters expressing their gratitude for
these gifts and assuring us that they are much needed and will be well used.
We would like to thank all those who gave so generously towards these gifts.
On Saturday, 20th September, we were pleased to welcome the Bellringers from
Canterbury District for a call change competition. There was a short service led by
Revd. Barbara Way followed by refreshments and then the competition involving
8 teams. The two judges agreed St. Peter in Thanet to be the winner, so we send
them our congratulations. Stuart Willmott was hosting the competition for St.
Saviour’s church.
On Saturday, 27th September, 29 guests arrived at 12 noon for the Harvest Lunch.
This was an enjoyable occasion starting with a welcome and a choice of drinks
followed by a two course lunch described as “superb!” We gave our best wishes
to those looking forward to a holiday and were then treated to an entertainment
by Barbara and Andrew trying to discern why did the chicken cross the road?
The special “Harvest Raffle” in aid of Macmillan Nurses gave the winners a harvest
gift and the Macmillan Nurses £35. The proceeds from the lunch gave the church
funds £45.
On Sunday afternoon the Songs of Praise was led by Revd Barbara Way and was
enjoyed by 31 hymn lovers from Westgate-on- Sea. The service was based on a
theme of hope and was followed by welcome refreshments.
We are now looking forward to our Harvest Festival Family Service on Sunday, 5 th
October at 10.30am. Gifts for distribution may be brought into church from 10am
– 10.45am and from 11.45am – 1.00pm on Friday, 3rd October. Otherwise they
can be brought to church on Sunday.
The gifts of tins and packets will be given to the Thanet Food Link and small gifts
of biscuits and small packets of sweets will be taken to the residential homes in
the parish together with gifts of fresh produce.
We are hoping to welcome the Rainbows, Brownies, Cubs, Beavers and Scouts and
all those who would like to join us on this occasion. Refreshments (including the
Harvest Loaf) will be served after the service which is for all ages.
We are looking forward to meeting you.

On Saturday, 11th October, 10.30am – 11.30am, Bishop Trevor will be visiting St.
Saviour’s to bless the project of the use of the church by the Westgate Heritage
Centre. All are welcome to come on this occasion to meet the Bishop.
On Sunday, 2nd November at 3.30pm we will be holding the All Souls Service. Invitations will be sent to the families of the recently bereaved.
With love and blessings from Christine and Brenda

AUTUMN FAYRE
The time has come for the Autumn Fayre on the 15th November 10am to 12 noon
in church.
We have had so much help from everyone in the past and hope for a similar response this time to boost much needed church funds.
We need raffle and tombola prizes, books, bric a brac, games , jigsaws and home
made produce.
THANK YOU again for all your help in the past.
Susan Bennett

SALTMINE THEATRE PRODUCTION
The Saltmine Theatre Company are performing at St Lawrence College, Ramsgate
on Saturday 18th October at 7.30pm. The play is an engaging canter through St
Luke’s gospel and called “The Witnesses”. Cost £5

THE START OF A NEW SCHOOL YEAR AT ST SAVIOUR’S CHURCH OF
ENGLAND SCHOOL BY A YEAR 5 PUPIL
Going into year five
Being in Year 5 is in many ways like Year 4 because there is the same
warmth and joy of being with your friends and feeling safe. We now have a
new male head teacher so in some respects it is also completely different.
We truly are fortunate to have all we have in our school and should be
grateful for the amazing staff here at St. Saviours. Although we are following the new year 6 student’s footsteps, we are making new positive footsteps that will also be followed. We have a set of amazing core values to
help guide us; excellence, respect, resilience, enjoyment, compassion and
community. Our school prides itself upon the fact that over the years we
have amazing talent. I hope that we as a community can learn to treasure
our friends around us and wherever the day may take us, we can help each
other out.
Written by Grace Williams 5G
Church Grounds Clearance
We normally undertake the Autumn grounds tidying up and clearance each year on
two consecutive Saturdays towards the end of October, weather permitting. It has
not been possible to do so this year, and the dates agreed by the PCC last March
when the year's activities were being outlined are October 11th and November 1st.
Given that Bishop Trevor will now be visiting the Heritage Centre on October 11 th I
have brought forward the normal starting time of 9.30 onwards to 9.00 so that
those who might want to look in for some or all of his visit can do so – I am sure he
will not mind our working clothes.
The session on November 1st will start at the usual time, i.e. from 9.30 onwards.
As always there is work for all capabilities, from hedge and bush trimming to lighter tasks such pulling out the convolvulus and other easy to remove weeds that
grow up to choke our vegetation every Summer. So, all welcome.
Alan Clark

FROM THE TREASURER
August 2014 Monthly Financial Review
In August RECEIPTS amounted to £2,727

We received wedding fees of £439 and Gift Aid Tax of £357. Collections were received of £115 for the Al Ahli hospital in Gaza and £87 for Help for Heroes. (see
Churchwarden’s report).
We made PAYMENTS of £3,390
We paid £167 for printing, £217 for assigned fees and £134 final payment for the
North Window. We sent £115 to the Al Ahli hospital in Gaza and £87 to Help for
Heroes.
This resulted in an operating DEFICIT of £663.

FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND)
The Flower fund stands at £185.
Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer)

Joint Invitation from the PCC and the Westgate Heritage Centre Management Committee to Everyone
Please join us on Saturday 11th October at 10.30am in St Saviour’s
Church when the Bishop of Dover will be with us to bless the Heritage
Centre Project involving both the Church and the local community. A 45minute programme has been prepared to include a short opening act of
worship and talks lasting no more than 15 minutes by Bishop Trevor, the
Revd Barbara Way and various members of the Heritage Centre Management Committee. Come and hear how the Heritage Centre came into
being and how the grant of £7,600 from the Heritage Lottery Fund has
been spent. There will also be an opportunity to chat to the Bishop and
to see the displays of highlights over the past 9 years. Light refreshments
will be available from 11.15am onwards. We look forward to seeing you
there

St. Saviour’s Church Westgate-on-Sea
Samaritan’s Purse - Operation Christmas Child
Operation Christmas Child is the world’s largest children’s Christmas project,
run by the christian relief and development organisation Samaritan’s
Purse. Their mission is to demonstrate God’s love in a tangible way to needy
children around the world, and together with the local church worldwide, to
share the Good News of Jesus Christ.
How to pack your shoebox - gift suggestions Fill your box with a selection
from the following or similar items. All gifts should be new Toys - Include
items that children will immediately embrace such as dolls, toy trucks, stuffed
animals (with CE label), harmonicas, yo-yos, skipping ropes, balls, small puzzles etc.
School supplIes - Pens, pencils and sharpeners, crayons or felt pens,
stamps and ink pad sets, writing pads or notebooks and paper, solar calculators, colouring and picture books etc.
HygIene Items - Toothbrush and toothpaste, bar of wrapped soap, comb or
hairbrush, flannel.
Other items - Hat, cap, gloves or scarf, sunglasses, hair accessories, jewellery set, wind up torch, wrapped sweets (sell by date must be at least march
of the following year). 1 Wrap an empty shoebox (average size) and lid separately, most importantly, pray for the child who will receive your gift. 2 Decide
if your gift is for a Boy or a Girl Which age category,
2-4 Years Old,
59 Years Old,
10-14 Years Old. Fill your shoebox with new gifts that will
delight a child, your £3 donation and a note for Boy/Girl Age Range 2-4 59 10-14. Secure it with an elastic band.
3 Take it to your nearest Drop Off Point. Clare Wheeler at St. Saviour’s
Church, any Friday/Sunday morning in October. Our shoeboxes will be
added with those from Christchurch URC at the beginning of November.
You don’t have to fill a whole shoebox yourself - we will be very grateful
for any donations of gifts mentioned above or £3 towards shipping
costs which we will combine into boxes.
I will get shoeboxes from local shoe shops. Thank You, Clare Wheeler.

WESTGATE HERITAGE CENTRE - Commemorating the First World War
“Children at War”
As late as 23rd May 1919, seven months after the signing of the Armistice,
Mrs Emily Humphrey, Head Teacher of St Saviour’s School in Westgate wrote in the
Log Book, “There are signs that some of the children are recovering from the effects
of the raids. The progress is slow, however, many being unable to concentrate for
more than a few minutes. Still, there is an improvement”. St Saviour’s School Log
Book, saved form a skip, is an invaluable source of information about the day to day
lives of the children who attended the school. The wartime entries are especially
interesting.
In 1914 the school’s official title was “Westgate-on-Sea C.E. School”. It was
an all age school – that is, it provided elementary education for children from 5-14.
The number on Roll in 1914 was 275; there were seven teachers, only two of whom
were qualified and certificated.
When the school, which had been built by St Saviour’s Church by public
subscriptions, opened in 1886, there were just two classrooms. In 1894 two more
were added, but by the turn of the century the School Roll was rapidly expanding.
The Streete Court area was being developed; children from Belmont, Reculvers and
Richborough Roads and Victoria Avenue had to be accommodated.. A crisis arose in
1911. Kent Education Committee insisted that the number on Roll should not exceed 250, unless extra accommodation was provided. The Church was still wholly
responsible for the school buildings and the School Managers knew that church
people alone could not meet the cost.
The Vicar and Chairman of Managers, the Revd Townshend Mylne, sent an
impassioned letter to every ratepayer in the town, asking whether they would be
prepared to pay an extra rate to meet the cost of two more classrooms. To their
ever-lasting credit, they agreed. By the eve of the First World War, St Saviour’s
School had its extra accommodation and the school was able to continue as a
church school.
The school was, of course, on holiday, when war was declared on 4 th August. When it re-opened on September 14th, Westgate had already suffered its first
casualty. Private Herbert Washington of the Grenadier Guards, who had been killed
at Mons, was a former pupil of the school
The first references to the war were homely ones. Mrs Humphrey recorded
that the children, both boys and girls, were knitting mittens and socks for “old
boys”, who were serving in the Navy and the Army. They had raised the money for
wool themselves. At the Prize Giving Ceremony on 20th December 1914, amongst
the guests were “old boys in khaki and Belgian soldiers”. She wrote of encouraging
the children to save to buy War Loan Certificates.

She frequently recorded the visits of her former pupils, always including
the name of their regiment or ship. Sometimes she wrote, with great pride, of the
award of a medal for gallantry. Thus we know that Frank Smith was awarded the
DCM for “running 4½ miles with a dispatch under heavy fire” In February 1915 we
are told that she was keeping a Roll of Honour of former pupils who were serving
their country - 65 to date. She also wrote with obvious sadness of the four who had
already given their lives.
1917 took on a darker note for, by that time, air raids had become a common threat. Several of the private schools had left the town for a safer place in the
country. Many families had also left, if they had somewhere safer to go. She first
recorded a raid on 13th June 1917. “German aircraft over Westgate about 10.45
a.m. this morning. Let children lie down under desks for a few minutes until the danger was over.” Next day she wrote, “The siren was again sounded at 2.45 p.m. today. Moved children from windows to centre of room as far as possible and let them
go home as soon as the sound of firing had died away”. 22nd June 1917 “Practised
children in getting under desks quickly during the week and the children in the upstairs room in making their escape quickly by means of a ladder placed against the
lead roof of the Girls’ cloakroom” By October things were much worse. “There have
been several very severe nightly air raids during the last fortnight. On Sunday a large
number of bombs were dropped on Margate causing several deaths. The children
have been utterly unnerved and it has been impossible to get much work out of
them. Margate and Garlinge schools have closed for ten days. We thought it better
to try to carry on” On 19th October soldiers stationed in town were dispatched to
make dug-outs for the children in the playground. The air raids continued throughout 1918. Many were at night, so attendance at school next day was poor. The last
to be recorded was on 17th June 1918.
No sooner was the threat from the air over, than a new danger arose – the
dreaded Spanish flu epidemic that swept through Europe in late 1918. By November, Mrs Humphrey was recording absences of teachers and children alike, although
she wrote that the type that the children were suffering was “mild” and so the
school would not be closed. Small wonder that it took the children so long to recover from the effects of war!
Dawn Crouch

FRIENDS OF KENT CHURCHES RIDE AND STRIDE
Saturday 13th September was the day of the annual Friends of Kent
Churches Ride and Stride. The weather was good this year—a perfect late
Summer day. Douglas had decided to ride his bike and invited Mum to ride
with him but added the catch clause that “he was out to ride 26 miles with
only short stops” !! - that made my mind up that I would stride!!
Douglas set off from home at 10am visiting all of the Birchington churches ,
on to Westgate then via Garlinge, Margate, Cliftonville, St Peters, Broadstairs , Ramsgate and then back home to Birchington arriving at 5pm. In all
Douglas visited 30 churches and had cycled 27.3miles.
Graham and I took the car up to Canterbury, parked it , and then strode
around Canterbury visiting the Cathedral and many churches en route out
to St Dunstans, St Stephens, Military Road, North Holmes Road - the prison
end, St Mary Bredin, finishing at St Georges Place having visited 16 churches and both of us very pleased to see the car in the car park!!
We would like to thank everyone who supported us by welcoming visitors
to the church and/or sponsoring us. Photos of our “adventures” can be
seen on the boards at the back of the church and further sponsorship has
come in giving us a grand total of £240, half of which will come back to St
Saviour’s .
The Neve Family

Thank you for the new tablecloth for the refreshments table. It is very
attractive and has been much admired.
Thank you to Brenda and Joy for the delicious food served at the Harvest Lunch. It was a very enjoyable occasion with entertainment provided by Barbara and Andrew.
Thank you from the Committee of the Friends of St Saviour’s
Church to all those who took part in our sponsored walk on
Sunday 21st September and our many sponsors. Sponsorship
money and donations are still coming in.

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th
Wednesday of every month from 2-3pm.
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.
Thank you from the Westgate Heritage Centre volunteers to everyone who
supported our Macmillan Coffee Morning at Westgate Pavilion. The raffle
raised £73 and the games, cakes, teas and coffees brought in £214.19
making a grand total of £287.19

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
St Saviour’s Ladies Circle
Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.
Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 The subject: The Book of Acts and Holy Spirit
The Westgate Heritage Centre Open on the first Saturday of each month 10am
to 12noon. There is a talk on the first Saturday of each month at 10.30am.
WINTER PROGRAMME
Saturday 4th October 10.30am Talk “Westgate’s Children at War”
Saturday 1st November 10.30am Talk “70 years ago - Westgate in 1944”
Saturday 8th November “Honouring the fallen of 1914”
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sunday October 5th HARVEST FESTIVAL
Saturday 11th October 9am Grounds Clearance 10.30am Bishop Trevor’s visit
Sunday 2nd November 10.30am Family Communion
3.30pm All Souls Service
Sunday 9th November 10.30am Remembrance Service
Tuesday 11th November 10.30am Church open for short act of Remembrance
Saturday 15th November 10am to 12noon Autumn Fayre

