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A Letter from The Rev’d. Barbara Way
Greetings from Westgate Vicarage and a very Happy New Year to you all
January 2015 – could this be a new year of hope and encouragement for all presently in hard situations and suffering from hard times at home and abroad? Wouldn’t it be great if everyone had enough good food to eat and no-one had to live in
fear and worry? Is this cloud cuckoo land or is this a possible reality? Maybe, just
maybe, such a thing could happen, if no-one was greedy and no-one abused any
power that they might have. So I guess that is only a remote possibility.
However much can be achieved by people of good will getting together to put right
wrongs and to make the case against greed and for a fair deal for all. Every time a
small victory is achieved, another person or a few more people have more of a
chance than before.
Many reforms have begun with a lone voice, influencing a few voices, which in their
turn can turn the tide. It can feel impossible, rolling a large boulder up a hill, but
when the effort is made and it reaches the summit, so it can be on a roll, and the
rest is easier.
Of course this is true for bad things as well as good and bad results can be achieved
in the same way. Indeed if the many do not try and do their bit, so the bad can hold
sway. It is only too easy for evil to fill a vacuum! So it is for us to try this New Year
to do our bit and to speak out against the unfair. It is important to both contribute
to the food bank, but also to work and to speak out, so that food banks may again
become unnecessary.
Thanks to all who came to services and events during the Advent and Christmas
periods. Our Lord was born a vulnerable baby and yet was worshipped by kings; his
influence went wider and has touched many across the world and throughout two
millennia. His is a gospel of love marked by both humility and the poor close to
home, and by the symbolic gifts from the wise and the wealthy travellers from afar.
Thank you to all who contributed toys for “Oasis” and to those who gave to the
collections for The Children’s Society and for the Oxfam appeal. Together we may
be able to make some difference, and joined with the many others who work on
these projects, so more becomes possible.
God bless you and very best wishes for 2015 - Barbara

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 14th December

Poppy England

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Dot, Jenny, Tina, Evelyn, Doreen Ranson, Maureen, Edna, Marie, Alma, Jeremy S,
Jeffery, Bob , Rose, Barry and those on the Prayer Board

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
Kathleen Farmer,

Bernard Aldis

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
Rose-Marie Coster,

Anne Rosemary Harrell,

Patricia “Patsy”Holden

Churchwardens’ Report
It is often said that Christmas is a time for giving and we are very grateful to
all who were givers during December.
We were overwhelmed at the number of toys given for Oasis Women’s Refuge at our Family Service on the first Sunday of the month. We were sure
one long blue table by the choir stalls would be sufficient for receiving the
toys but found that two were full to overflowing before the service began
causing Barbara to worry that there would be none left to be brought up during the service. This was not the case as there was a long queue of adults
and children bearing gifts when the time came. There were so many lovely
things that Hazel from Oasis had to take them in two journeys.
In the days leading up to the carol service on the second Sunday of the
month, several people gave of their time to clean and decorate the church
building. The windowsills, flower arrangements and Christmas tree looked
lovely and were much admired by members of the Church family and by visitors.
Members of the St Saviour’s Ad Hoc Singers gave time on Sunday mornings
to rehearse in readiness for the carol service. We were pleased that members of St Saviour’s School Choir and the Community Choir were also able
to take part in the service and that Birchington Hand Bell Ringers were able
to ring for 15 minutes from 3.15pm before leaving for another engagement.
The collection taken at that service raised £168.92 for the Unicef winter appeal for children in Syria who are in danger from a freezing winter. This
amount will help keep them safe and warm and the UK Government will
match every pound. Thank you so much for your generosity.
During the next ten days we welcomed two groups from the Piggybank
Nursery and St Saviour’s School came for their annual Christmas Concert
for parents and for their end of term service.
Finally, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day arrived! Thank you to everyone
who joined in the Christingle making or helped in any way at our Christmas
services.
The collection of £278.33 at the Crib Service with Christingles will be sent to
the Children’s Society. We thank you on its behalf for your generous giving.
We end our report with advance notice of an important date for your diaries.
The PCC has invited Jenny Hunt, the Assistant Diocesan Stewardship Adviser, to speak at our services on Sunday 22 nd February. We look forward to
hearing what Jenny has to say about how we can all use our time, talents
and money to give something back to God for the many benefits we enjoy.
With love and blessings for a very Happy and Peaceful New Year.
Brenda and Christine

FROM THE TREASURER
November 2014 Monthly Financial Review
In November RECEIPTS amounted to £4,328
We received a generous donation of £1,000 towards the heating, a grant of £405
and £605 from the Autumn Fair.
We made PAYMENTS of £3,254
In addition to the monthly payments we paid £400 for new burners for the gas
boiler.
This resulted in an operating SURPLUS of £1,074.
FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND)
The Flower fund stands at £169.
STEWARDSHIP
You may have noticed that throughout the year we have received generous donations towards St. Saviour’s church funds for which we have been most grateful. As
we are having to use these to pay for normal running expenses, the PCC is considering having a stewardship campaign in the New Year
to help provide a regular income. The PCC is having the first of these exploratory
meetings with the Diocesan Stewardship Adviser on January 6 th, 2015. We will, of
course, keep you informed.
Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer)

Calling all members of The Friends of St Saviour’s Church – a date
for your diary
The Friends are holding their annual coffee morning and a raffle on Saturday 31 st
January from 10am until 12noon in Church. Please come and support us as we
begin our fundraising efforts for 2015. All money raised is used to help the upkeep
of the church building and grounds.
There will also be the opportunity at the coffee morning to join The Friends or to
renew subscriptions for 2015. The trustees, officers and committee have decided to
leave the annual subscription at £2.00 per person as so many of our members add a
donation when renewing. This year it would be helpful if everyone could give their
contact details in writing when making the payment as we are aware that some of
the details we hold are not up to date. Thank you in advance for your co-operation
and generosity.
Christine Attwood Hon Secretary
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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
Sunday 18th January – first day – normal services in church.
Monday – Saturday = services every day at 10.30 am (refreshments at around
11.15/11.30 am). To end by 12 noon.
Monday – St. Saviour’s
Tuesday – Garlinge Methodist Church
Wednesday – Christchurch
Thursday – in St. Saviour’s and led by St. Peter’s Roman Catholics
Friday – All Saints, Westbrook
Saturday – Christchurch
Sunday 25th at 3.00 pm. Concluding service at All Saints, Westbrook. Preacher:
Revd Dr Denise Yeldham

St Saviours School Carol concert and end of term service – December 2014
On 17 December the church was filled to capacity for the school carol concert.
Christingles made by pupils lined the chancel screen.
We were then treated to a musical extravaganza of instrumentalists, ensembles
(Clarinets,Trumpets, Recorders) and whole school orchestra playing carols and well
known Christmas songs. This being interspersed with readings telling the Christmas
story and the singing of a delightful Spanish carol sung completely in Spanish. Carols were sung by the school and community choir as well as the whole of the congregation. A blessing from Revd Way preceded what has become something of a
tradition – the Twelve days of Christmas! Once again the congregation was divided
up with each section given one verse to stand up and sing. The response as always
was fantastic with everyone joining in with considerable enthusiasm. A great finish
to a thoroughly enjoyable occasion which could only be bettered by the mince pie
provided by school staff as we left
On the following Friday 19 December, the whole school came to celebrate Christmas.. Again the church was filled to capacity with over 100 parents attending.
After a welcome from assistant Headteacher, Mr Arnold, the service started with
the year 6 recorders playing Good King Wenceslas. This was followed by the whole
school singing Once in Royal Davids City with the first verse ably sung solo. Each
year group sang a Christmas song between readings telling the Christmas story.
Again the whole school sang their carol in Spanish and we were treated to cheerleaders displaying their routine whilst the school sang ‘This is the time and the season’
Prayers were read by pupils and a final blessing given by Revd Way. Presentations
of flowers were given to Mrs Read and Mrs Dowd for their hard work in producing
both the carol concert and the school service.
A great way to end the term and start the holiday for everyone.

Carol Singing by the Ladies Circle
The Ladies Circle Singers (i.e. those members free on certain afternoons) visited
three care homes last month to share carol singing and the Christmas story. We
went to Springfield and Norfolk House, where we had first sung in 2013, and went
to the Hockeridge Centre for the first time. Not being trained singers; we were very
pleased to make the Revd Andrew Way an honorary member to help lead the singing and use his technical wizardry to provide the music. The residents seemed to
appreciate our efforts and no one left the room of their own accord! We are now
looking forward to our annual January dinner at The Swan

THE WORLD IS MINE - Author Unknown

Today, upon a bus, I saw a very beautiful woman and wished I were as
beautiful.
When suddenly she rose to leave, I saw her hobble down the aisle.
She had one leg and used a crutch. But as she passed, she passed a smile.
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine. I have two legs; the world is mine.
I stopped to buy some candy. The lad who sold it had such charm.
I talked with him, he seemed so glad. If I were late, it'd do no harm.
And as I left, he said to me, "I thank you, you've been so kind.
It's nice to talk with folks like you. You see," he said, “I'm blind."
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine. I have two eyes; the world is mine.
Later while walking down the street, I saw a child I knew.
He stood and watched the others play, but he did not know what to do.
I stopped a moment and then I said, "Why don't you join them dear?"
He looked ahead without a word. I realised, he couldn't hear.
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine. I have two ears; the world is mine.
With feet to take me where I'd go..
With eyes to see the sunset's glow.
With ears to hear what I would know.
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine
I've been blessed indeed, the world is mine.
If this poem makes you feel thankful, just forward it to your friends.
After all, it's just a simple reminder that we have so much to be thankful for!
Give the gift of love. It never comes back empty!

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th
Wednesday of every month from 2-3pm.
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

The deadline for February 2015 “The Link” is Sunday 25th January

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
St Saviour’s Ladies Circle
Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.
Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 The subject: The Book of Acts and Holy Spirit
The Westgate Heritage Centre Open on the first Saturday of each month 10am
to 12noon. There is a talk on the first Saturday of each month at 10.30am.
WINTER PROGRAMME
Saturday 3rd January 2015 “The Tower House, Canterbury Road ,Westgate
Saturday 7th February 2015 “Westgate’s Post Boxes”
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sunday 4th January 10.30am Family Service
Saturday 31st January 10an to 12 noon Friends of St Saviour’s Coffee Morning

