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From the Parish Priest
Dear Friends,
I not only have snowdrops in my garden, but a budding red rose – and that is as I
write still in January! The times are strange – weather and events and the whole
landscape in which we live. The environmental agency maps show many places
more liable to flood than they were; our whole political scene is changing fast;
more and more houses are possibly on the way; things are not what they were!
This, of course, has been said throughout the ages – the older generation decry the
new situation and declare that all is lost. Yet in our time, it seems it is not just a
matter of a changing culture that grates on those who do not want to see more
change. It does seem that we are living at a time when the gap between the rich
and the poor is becoming more and more extreme, and a time when the secularist
agenda is strong.
Much that is wrong has been done in the name of religion; much that has made
the world better has also been done in the name of religion. Christianity has made
a large contribution to many of the food-banks in the area; Christianity made a
large contribution to the early education of children, and still does; Christianity
does much to alleviate human distress in many places. The Church Urban Fund,
which was set up many years ago now has many wonderful projects to its name.
We all know however that Christianity has not always lived up to the shining example of our Lord Jesus Christ and that Christianity also has shameful events to its
name.
We all need to look to the past honestly and rejoice in the good and repent of the
bad. We need to look to the future and aim at what is inspired by the gospel message of love. We need to look to the present and see what is needed to be done
today, here and now.
It is good to take time to take stock and to see where we are. This month sees the
beginning of Lent. Ash Wednesday is on 18th February and Lent runs on from then.
There will be various Lent courses run by the different denominations in our community and all are welcome to any or all.
St Saviour’s will be running a Thursday evening and a Tuesday morning. It will be
the same course, so if you can’t make your usual one week, you could catch up at
another. The course is called “Food for the Journey” – details on another page.
In Lent we traditionally gave up something; we could equally well give up a food
and donate the money saved to a charity. We could spend some extra time thinking and praying with others, or perhaps reading a gospel from the Bible, and spend
a little time thinking what this means in our lives at the moment.

Meanwhile, Shrove Tuesday is this month on 17th, traditionally to eat well and to
finish off the meat and eggs before beginning the season of Lent – hence pancakes. It was also to repent of our sins and ask for forgiveness and be shriven –
hence Shrove Tuesday. I hope we may use Lent to take stock of our lives and to
think more deeply of what our faith means to us, and what it might be asking
from us.
God bless you - Barbara

LENT COURSES
Lent Courses will run on
5 Tuesday mornings from 10am until 12noon at The Vicarage starting on
24th February.
5 Thursday evenings from 19th February at 7pm . Contact Susan Wing
01843 836430
It is called “Food for the Journey”. It is informative, meditative and
prayerful, and helps us to look towards possible action in our own lives
and in our Christian communities. It is open to people from all the local
denominations who would like to come.
There are also other courses from Christians Together , for more details
contact Rev’d Barbara Way.

Next Ladies Circle Meeting is Monday 23rd February at 2.30pm at the Vicarage.
All ladies are welcome to join us as we meet to plan the spring and summer programme (including possible outings)

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Dot, Jenny, Tina, Evelyn, Maureen, Edna, Marie, Alma, Jeremy S, Jeffery, Bob ,
Rose, Barry, Charlotte, Margaret, Gwen, Pauline(The nurse with ebola), John H,
Rachel , Mandy and those on the Prayer Board

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
Doris Mott,

Doreen Ranson

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
Gordon Neville Ironside,
Martha Bushell

Jean Melloy, Jack Coppin, Margaret Mary Congdon,

Churchwardens’ Report
We are pleased to be able to report that the services during the Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity have been well attended and enjoyed by those who were able to
attend one or more of the host churches. On Monday the Service was held at St.
Saviour’s and was led by Barbara, Andrew, Susan and Lesley with Christine and
Brenda serving the refreshments, which were much appreciated. The Service on
Thursday was the best attended. Although held at St. Saviour’s, it was led by St.
Peter’s R.C. with the refreshments also provided by them. It was evident how well
all the different groups enjoyed each others’ company while they were together.
This week we are looking forward to the Family Service at 10.30am. As it is Education Sunday, St. Saviour’s Junior School choir will be joining in the service alongside
our own Family Service families.
Candlemas will be celebrated during the service by the introduction of the theme of
“Light”, incorporated in the hymns and the prayers which will be led by St. Saviour’s
School pupils.
Refreshments and activities will be provided after the service for those wishing to
stay.
We look forward to seeing you all again.
As we explained in last month’s Link, Jenny Hunt, the Assistant Diocesan Stewardship Adviser is speaking at the 8am and 10.30am services on Sunday, 22 nd February.
This Sunday coming, 1st February, invitations will be given to this special part of the
Communion Service explaining the reason for the talk in a little more detail. This is
a very important time for St. Saviour’s, so we do hope that you will be able to come.
No doubt, many of you will already have heard about the application by Councillor
Elenor for a Zebra Crossing to be provided outside St. Saviour’s Church, opposite 66
and 68 Westgate Bay Avenue. The PCC will be responding to this application in due
course and is at present awaiting the delivery of a consultation pack. As these cross
-roads are constantly used by pedestrians and vehicles, the safety aspect here is a
major concern. There is a copy of the application together with a plan showing the
proposed position of the zebra crossing and a sheet for comments at the back of
the church. If you have any comments to make, would you please write them down
and the PCC should then be well informed of all responses when they consider their
reply. Many thanks.
With love and blessings from Christine and Brenda.

Doreen Ranson
It is with great sadness that we learnt of the death of Doreen, who was so much
loved by so many in so many walks of life. In the fourteen years that I was churchwarden of St Saviour’s, Doreen was a pillar and a rock.. I knew that I could rely on
her absolutely. She was always happy to do the most humble of tasks and we remember her as a “holy duster” wielding her broom and her polishing cloth, as a
willing “washer upper”, and as a reliable stall-holder at bazaars and fetes, whether
it was for the church generally, for the Friends or for the Ladies’ Circle. Most of all,
of course, we remember her for her faithfulness to her Lord, always in her pew on
Sundays and Fridays, joyful to receive the Eucharist and to pray for her family and
many friends. She could be relied upon “to laugh with those who laugh and to weep
with those who weep.”
From the very foundation of the Heritage Centre, Doreen was one of its
most loyal supporters, presiding over the refreshments with her friends Win Thilman and Phyl Kingsbury and, later, with Sue Bennett and she insisted on doing this
long after she was not really well enough to do so.. Members of the Heritage Centre
regarded her with affection, for she always had a smile and words of welcome. I
remember how delighted she was when, one Saturday morning, visitors from
Tiptree in Essex, a place dear to her heart, arrived in church.
Doreen was a lady of many parts. Not of all of you will know the sterling
work that she did in supporting an orphanage in Romania, which she visited with a
group from Thanet for several years to do hard physical work to improve the lot of
the children for whom she had such great compassion. When the group was no
longer welcome in Romania, she continued helping with the collecting and sorting
of goods for them. Each August she was to be found as a volunteer at the Hospice
Fete in Margate. She helped those with special reading difficulties at St Saviour’s
School. She loved the children and never failed to attend their services, plays or
concerts in church. When St Saviour’s young people were going to walk to Canterbury for the Easter Monday Youth Pilgrimage, it was Doreen, who joined me at the
church at 6 a.m. to see them off.
She had not had an easy life – she was brought up in a children’s home in
east London, but in 1939, when the Second World War broke out, she knew exactly
what she wanted to do. She had developed a love of the countryside on the occasions that the children were taken on visits into Essex, so she joined the Women’s
Land Army. The lovely photograph of her in her uniform could have been used on a
recruiting poster. It was there that she met her beloved Ken. In retirement they
moved to Westgate. When there was an appeal in 1997 for urgent work on St Saviour’s church, she donated a block of ragstone in his memory, which was placed in
the south wall of the building, so that it faced the Town Hall Buildings, which he
loved.

We have her story in the Second World War “We have a Story to tell” book, so she
will live on here in Westgate to inspire even those who never met her, by her tenacity and courage. We pray for comfort for her family, to whom she was devoted.
May she now rest in peace!
Dawn Crouch

The Funeral Service of Doreen will take place in St Saviour’s Church at 12.30pm on
Friday 6th February. Doreen’s family would welcome those who knew Doreen to
attend and they would be pleased to meet her friends after the Private Family
Committal at Thanet Crematorium .

News from St Saviour’s Church of England School
The last two terms have been extremely busy at St. Saviour’s Church of England
Junior School. As ever, our main focus is teaching children the key English and
maths skills they will need for secondary school and beyond. Far from sticking to a
narrow, dry curriculum however, we make constant efforts to enrich our teaching
with memorable experiences for children. Anyone with their own children will
know that the memories children take from primary school are often about trips,
practical lessons or visitors to school. We know that engaging experiences help
children to learn.
Our year group teams have become adept at researching and arranging fantastic
experiences for their classes. Teachers will often come to me with an idea for a
proposed trip or event, they research the availability of the event, the cost involved
and the links to what the children have been learning in class. I (nearly always) try
to say yes to these requests. After my approval, teachers spend large amounts of
time on arranging adequate staffing, safety risk assessments, travel and contingency strategies; they do this work in addition to their usual duties of planning, teaching and assessment.
Our Year 6 have recently returned from a trip to the Natural History Museum to
support their work on the evolution, categorisation and adaptation of animals. Museum staff delivered workshops and children were able to see for themselves the
animals which they have been studying.
Year 4 visited the Tower of London as part of their work on the Tudors. The focus
for the visit was Tudor crime and punishment; children were able to see the conditions in which prisoners were kept. I hear that the brutality of the tower was
brought home when an inmate – one of the famous ravens – devoured a child’s
lunch, despite the best efforts of a warden. The children also got the chance to see
the sea of poppies in the grounds of the tower which were commemorating the
World War One centenary, a truly once in a lifetime experience.
Staying with the theme of the centenary of World War One, Year 5 visited Dover
Town Hall and Museum before Christmas. During the visit, the children took part in
taught sessions and practical activities. Year 3 regularly take part in themed days,
the staff put on a ‘Roman Day’ last term and sourced boxes of Roman artefacts for
children to handle; all children wore a toga for the day. Year 3 also visited the Tate

Gallery to see their Matisse exhibition, the children were amazed at the size and
vibrancy of the paintings.
Such a variety of curriculum enrichment does have a significant financial cost; the
school heavily subsidises most trips and parents, very generously, pay a fee. Parents and school are happy to pay for children to have these experiences because
we know that they are hugely enjoyable but also reinforce key learning objectives.
The next time you see a group of primary school children being escorted around a
museum or gallery, consider the work that will have been put in by staff, the financial commitment made by parents and school and, most importantly, the happy
memories which children will take from the experience.
Nick Bonell , Headteacher

CHURCH SPRING

CLEAN

Lorna, Shirley, Claire and I often helped by Stuart, keep the Church as
clean as we can, but it is not always enough, so we are hoping to have a
BLITZ on SATURDAY MARCH 28th from 10.00 till 12.00pm
We hope many people will come and help to SWEEP,
WASH and POLISH and make the Church look really lovely again.
Coffee, tea, soft drinks and biscuits will be available, we will also have
the cleaning materials.
Thanks in advance Ann Clark

I was enjoying reading Reverend Barbara’s magazine letter when I began to
think about her idea, ‘many reforms have begun with a lone voice.’ So I
share my thoughts about two lone voices whose stories amaze me. Both are
English women, born in the 19thcentury, both are the unmarried daughters of
clergy families. They both, in Barbara’s words, ‘turned the tide.’
In 1962 I left school and went to London to work at Foyles Bookshop in Charing Cross Road. Every day I walked past a large granite statue opposite the
National Portrait Gallery. It is of Nurse Edith Cavell. She was born in 1865 at
Swardeston Vicarage near Norwich. As a young woman she went to train to
be a nurse. She worked in the London Hospital and after a long and arduous
time she was chosen in 1907 to go to Brussels to found a school for nurses,
the first in Belgium. A recent biography of Edith by Diana Souhami gives a
powerfully gripping account of her life, of her mission to help Great War soldiers and of her death at the hands of a German firing squad on 12th October
1915. These are her words before she died, ‘Standing as I do in view of God
and Eternity I know that patriotism is not enough. I must have no hatred or
bitterness for anyone.’ These words, carved on her memorial, attracted me
many years ago and have helped me ever since. This is the centenary year
of her martyrdom.
Emily Hobhouse was born in 1860 at St.Ive vicarage, Cornwall. After a time
of caring for her father she came to London. Emily appeared on the public
scene at the time of the 2nd Boer War. She was horrified to read of the suffering of the Boer farmers’ wives and children during the time their homes
were burned and they were incarcerated in concentration camps. She raised
money to buy soap, medicines and bedding and took herself off to South Africa to help. She is remembered there as a saviour. Her turbulent life is recorded in a recent biography, ‘That Bloody Woman (Kitchener’s description of
her)….Cornwall’s forgotten heroine’ by John Hall. She got herself embroiled
in Great War diplomacy and in 1919 was again working to relieve the sufferings of women and children in post war Germany, Austria and Hungary –
more soap, medicines and bedding. Through this work she became a founder of The Save the Children Fund.
Both women are truly remarkable examples of Christian discipleship. Their
stories deserve to be well known and celebrated.
David Chance
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FROM THE TREASURER
December 2014 Monthly Financial Review
In December RECEIPTS amounted to £4,329
We received generous donations of £204, and a grant of £702 from the Diocese.
We made PAYMENTS of £4,028
In addition to the monthly payments we paid £429 fees to the Diocese.
This resulted in an operating SURPLUS of £301.
FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND)
The Flower fund stands at £169.
Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer)

Westgate Heritage Centre
2014 was a year of remembering and, at the Heritage Centre, we concentrated on
commemorating the First World War, considering particularly how Westgate was
affected in the first year of that conflict. The mood was generally sombre, as the
sacrifices made and hardships suffered were the subjects of our monthly talks. In
August 2015 we shall be looking at the situation in our town after twelve months of
fighting, but our other talks this year will be on more happy events and subjects.
2015 is a year of anniversaries – and we like nothing better than an anniversary! April 1st 2015 marks the 80th anniversary of the amalgamation of Westgate-on
-Sea and Birchington with the Borough of Margate, when their civil parishes were
abolished. Whether this was an event to be celebrated or mourned depended much
on one’s point of view at the time. The documents relating to the process caused
me much amusement when I first encountered them in the Public Record Office
(now the National Archive) at Kew and I laughed out loud at some of the correspondence about the evils that would befall the exclusive Westgate-on-Sea should
it merge with rowdy Margate and its much despised citizens. The talk on 4th April
will be based on those archives and will lead up to the establishing of what was
then called “Greater Margate”.
This event was celebrated by the Mayor and Corporation and many other
dignitaries by a “Beating of the Bounds” ceremony, which was recorded in great
detail in the Isle of Thanet Gazette of the 5th April 1935. Heather Letley, who is a
member of the Heritage Centre and who leads the weekly “Health Walks” on Friday
mornings, will be following the part of the route which involved Westgate on 10 th
April. She is quite excited about it and intends to do a little enactment of what happened. If you are unable to walk too far, there will be an opportunity to travel by
car, as many of those involved in 1935 did. Meanwhile, another member, James
Brazier, has obtained a collection of Sunbeam photos taken at the time recording
the event and has converted these into a slide show. We hope to put on an evening
event, sometime in April, to show these, so please look out for flyers in the next
few weeks, after the plans have been finalised.
2015 is also the 150th anniversary of the building of the very first two houses in Westgate-on-Sea. More of that later, as we shall be celebrating that in July at
the Heritage Centre, although I hope that other organisations will find ways in
which to celebrate also. It is not every day that one has a 150 th birthday to celebrate. 2015 is also the 70th anniversary of the end of the Second World War, which
we shall celebrate in September – remember that the war did not end until August
15th, when the Japanese finally surrendered. We do not want to fall into the trap of
forgetting “the forgotten army” fighting against such terrible odds in the Far East
and there were Westgate men among them. Finally, in June, we shall, as we did in
2025 and 2010, remember the evacuation of the Thanet children in June 1940.

Many of their stories were collected on the two previous occasions, but there are
still some which are untold. I have already been given a few, but would like to hear
from anybody else who has memories of those days. We hope to hold a party on 6 th
June to which they will be very welcome. We have an exciting year ahead of us. I
pray for God’s blessing upon it. Dawn Crouch Curator

A GRANDAD’S WISHES - source unknown
A little girl said, “Grandad, suppose your ship came home
And all you wished for you could buy, and where you wished you’d roam,
What would you spend your fortune on, and whither would you fly?
Grandad said, “that’s not easy to answer, but I will try.”
How much then will it cost to hear a blackbird sing?
How much to see the snowdrops and crocuses in spring?
What price the dew upon the rose or to feel the summer rain?
Or walk with Grandma’ beneath the trees, along a country lane?
How much to walk along a river bank and see a boat drift by
Or watch the rain and sunshine paint a rainbow in the sky?
How much to watch a butterfly dance from flower to flower
Or hear church bells ringing to mark the passing hour?
How much to see your children grow, and you’ve done the bet you can?
Your little girl’s a woman now and your son’s become a man!
So what’s left of my crock of gold? Why goodness gracious me!
I haven’t spent a penny. The things I love are FREE

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th
Wednesday of every month from 2-3pm.
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

The deadline for March 2015 “The Link” is Sunday 22nd February

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
St Saviour’s Ladies Circle
Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.
Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430
The Westgate Heritage Centre Open on the first Saturday of each month 10am
to 12noon. There is a talk on the first Saturday of each month at 10.30am.
WINTER PROGRAMME
Saturday 7th February 2015 “Westgate’s Post Boxes”
Saturday 7th March “120 years of service” A celebration of the work of the St
John Ambulance Brigade founded in 1895
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sunday 1st February 10.30am FAMILY SERVICE - Education Sunday
Wednesday 18th February 11am ASH WEDNESDAY Holy Communion with
Distribution of Ashes
Sunday 22nd February 8am and 10.30am Special Communion Services with
presentation by Jenny Hunt, Stewardship Adviser

