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A letter from Revd Barbara Way Greetings from Westgate Vicarage.
We are in the season of Lent and Holy Week and Easter will soon be with us. When
I was a child, I could never understand why Good Friday was so called. I asked various people how it could be called “good”, when such a dreadful thing had happened on that day. No-one was really able to give me an answer that seemed adequate. I guess many of us still have that problem with the idea of it being a “good”
day and may well still puzzle over it.
One theological answer is along the lines of Jesus came to save us and the only way
he could do that was by accepting death on our behalf and so freeing us from the
wrath of God. Another is that this death of the Son of God on the cross won the
battle over evil, thus giving human beings a chance to be with God in heaven after
our physical death.
Whatever these ideas say to you, there is still something very terrible about this day
even if the end result is good. So many people now ignore it and regard it as a day
for shopping or for a day out and give no thought at all to why it is still for many a
holy day.
If your Christian faith is important to you or even if you wonder if it might be, it is
crucial to give the meaning of Good Friday a thought and perhaps utter a prayer of
thanks and maybe of bewilderment too. There are no easy answers to suffering as
we know from our own experiences of hurt at times of bereavement, sickness or
rejection.
It can help though to link our sufferings to the cross of Jesus Christ, knowing that he
has walked the road before us. Hard though it is to make sense of his suffering, we
know that the end result was Easter and a victory over the power of evil allowing a
link and a connection with God. If we link to the cross of Christ our own sufferings
that so often seem senseless, we can also link them to the victory of Jesus Christ
and to his power to save.
It is a path worth walking and exploring in our pain; it is a hand in the darkness and
a link with God in hard times when God seems a long way away from us. Like the
poem “Footprints” which many of you will have seen, we often realise that we have
found our inner strength that only God can give. As the poem tells us – that is
when we were carried and found our inner strength that way.
If Good Friday can offer this to us, it does indeed have “good” within it – confirmed
so wonderfully on Easter Day.
Please see elsewhere in the magazine the church service times. You are, of course,
very welcome to come and join in with the worship over Holy Week and Easter as at
any other time.
May God bless you and yours this Lent and Easter.

Barbara

Churchwardens’ Report
February began with Education Sunday being marked at our monthly family
service. It was good to welcome some children from St Saviour’s School together with their parents and teachers and to see the choir stalls filled with
youngsters in good voice. A number of the children who regularly come to
the family service have either achieved or are about to achieve a full set of
12 rings, one ring being added to their chain at the back of the church whenever they attend. Lydia was very surprised to hear her name given out at the
February service and came forward to receive her book to great applause.
Similar presentations will be taking place in March and May. Due to Easter,
there will not be the usual family service on the first Sunday of April.
As we reported in last month, comments had been invited about a proposed
zebra crossing outside St Saviour’s Church, opposite 66 and 68 Westgate
Bay Avenue. Members of our church family took advantage of a board at the
back of the church to make their views known and these were included in the
PCC’s response, which was sent to Kent County Council before the consultation deadline. The general consensus was that a zebra crossing in Westgate Bay Avenue was an excellent idea but not at the proposed site. We are
grateful to all who commented and to those who sent their response direct.
At the time of writing this report, we have no further news.
Work carried out at the church during February included replacing the light
outside the vestry door and fitting a new light outside the door to the boiler
room to make it safer to use the steps to the boiler in the dark; removal of a
dangerous branch of a tree in the grounds; fixing extra smart water signs so
that we can benefit from increased insurance cover; and fitting a new amplifier for the church’s loop system. We apologise to users of the loop for it being
out of action for January and much of February.
We are grateful to all who keep an eye on the church grounds and report
anything suspicious. Whilst we do not wish to prevent anyone from using the
grounds, it would very much be appreciated if dog owners could remember
to clear up after their pets and not leave it to members of the congregation to
do so.
Soon it will be Mothering Sunday and we look forward to welcoming many
families, Rainbows, Brownies, Beavers Cubs and Scouts to the special family service on Sunday 15th March. If you would like to help with making the
posies to be distributed during the service, please join us in church on Saturday 14th March at 9.30am. You will be made very welcome and we look forward to seeing you.
With love and blessings from Brenda and Christine

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 15th February Brandon Raymond Edward Grover
Sunday 22nd February Leo John Tedder

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Dot, Jenny, Tina, Evelyn, Maureen, Edna, Marie, Alma, Jeremy S, Jeffery, Bob ,
Rose, Barry, Charlotte, Margaret, Gwen, Pauline(The nurse with ebola),Rachel ,
Mandy, Eric and those on the Prayer Board

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
Mary Collings

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
Hilary, Elisabeth Williams

CHURCH SPRING

CLEAN

Lorna, Shirley, Claire and I often helped by Stuart, keep the Church as
clean as we can, but it is not always enough, so we are hoping to have a
BLITZ on SATURDAY MARCH 28th from 10.00 till 12.00pm
We hope many people will come and help to SWEEP,
WASH and POLISH and make the Church look really lovely again.
Coffee, tea, soft drinks and biscuits will be available, we will also have
the cleaning materials.
Thanks in advance Ann Clark

A white rabbit, one day laughed at a tortoise. Teasing how slow he was. To
the rabbit's surprise, the tortoise, challenged him to a race. From the edge
of the pond, to the oak tree - about half-mile away. The tortoise set off. The
rabbit, full of confidence, let the tortoise go. Enjoying the spring sunhine. After a few minutes, Mr Rabbit gave chase, quickly overtaking the tortoise. Still supremely confident, the rabbit rested awhile, at the foot of a
grassy bank. And quickly feel asleep. He awoke, looked for the tortoise. Unable to see him, rabbit hopped at a fast pace to the oak. Where, to the rabbit's surprise (and chagrin) the tortoise was already waiting.
Sometimes, its not how good you may be at the task. It is how dedicated
you are to fulfilling it.

Education Sunday – 1 February 2015
The Family service held on Sunday 1 February not only celebrated Education Sunday but also the Christian festival of Candlemas. This is believed to be the day Jesus
(the light of the world, hence candles) was presented to God in the temple in Jerusalem. It was also a time to commemorate the birthday of 2 nd Lt Christopher Moor
(on 2nd February) in whose memory the chandelier in the memorial chapel was given. The chandelier is lit on the Sunday nearest to his birthday and the Sunday nearest to 6 August on which day he lost his life at Gallipoli in 1915. It is also lit during
the service of Remembrance in November.
We were delighted to welcome the choir from St Saviour’s School to our service
along with Mrs Read, Mrs Dowd and Mr Bonell Headteacher and many parents.
The choir sang the verses of ‘This Little Light of Mine’ and ‘Shine Jesus Shine’ with
the congregation joining in the chorus. A poem was read by a pupil and prayers
written by pupils were read. During the final hymn, instruments were given to all
children present, to process around the church led by Revd Way. A lively and enjoyable service with the children making edible candles afterwards (cup cakes,
chocolate wafer straws and orange/lemon jelly slices for flames). I am not sure
how many actually made it home before being eaten – delicious!

LENT COURSES
Lent Courses will run on
5 Tuesday mornings from 10am until 12noon at The Vicarage starting on
24th February.
5 Thursday evenings from 19th February at 7pm . Contact Susan Wing
01843 836430
It is called “Food for the Journey”. It is informative, meditative and prayerful, and helps us to look towards possible action in our own lives and in our
Christian communities. It is open to people from all the local denominations who would like to come.
There are also other courses from Christians Together , for more details
contact Rev’d Barbara Way.
See noticeboards for details of all available Lent Courses.
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FROM THE TREASURER
January 2015 Monthly Financial Review
In January RECEIPTS amounted to £2,265.
We received a Gift Aid Tax refund of £410 and £178 for a funeral.
We made PAYMENTS of £3,154
In addition to the monthly payments we paid £195 to Coastal Electrics for Appliance Testing, a new bulkhead light to the boiler room and a new programmer for
the boiler.
This resulted in an operating DEFICIT of £889.
FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND)
The Flower fund stands at £169.
STEWARDSHIP – The Responsibility is Ours
Thank you to all those who came to the Special Communion Services yesterday
when Jenny Hunt, Assistant Diocesan Stewardship Adviser, gave a presentation on
“Caring for St. Saviour’s Church”.
If you were unable to come, your envelope will be delivered shortly. We look forward to your responses and hope that you will be able to come to one of the Special Communion Services on Sunday, 22nd March at 8am or 10.30am.
Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer)

The Quinquennial Report What is it? What is it for? To ensure that church buildings do not fall into disrepair, a condition survey by a structural architect is conducted every five years and a report completed. This is the Quinquennial Report
which will detail repairs needed immediately, within two years and within five
years effectively before the next survey. Many will remember the repairs to the
West Wall and Window, when scaffolding encased the whole of the west end of
the building, which were completed in 2012. This work followed a Quinquennial
Report in 2008.
The latest survey was conducted on 14 October 2013 and it identified immediate
works needed to the roof. Most of the work was completed in 2014 but some high
level work on the chancel roof which requires scaffolding is yet to be undertaken.
The total cost will be £3951 + vat.
In the medium term, works are required to the rainwater goods (gutters and downpipes) to ensure rainwater is directed away from the fabric of the building. Rust
has led to some of the guttering leaking and a complete overhaul is required. Such
work represented a financial headache for the Parochial Church Council knowing
that scaffolding would be required throughout the length of the north and south
sides of the building. Fortunately, just before Christmas, the Government announced that £15m would be available for listed church buildings in need of roof
and/or rainwater goods repairs. Applications had to be submitted by noon on 30
January 2015. Not much time in which to obtain an estimate based on broad specifications from our Architect (cost £600), photographs of the problems, permission
from the Diocesan Advisory Committee and a letter of support from the Archdeacon. An electronic application including all relevant documents and photographs
was submitted on 25 January 2015 seeking a grant of a little under £70,000. Total
project which includes vat will cost a little under £84,000. Awards will be notified
during March 2015.
In the longer term, works are required to the clerestory windows. The need is all
too apparent with the effect of rusting saddle bars shown in the distortion of the
leadwork and gaps where the metal frames have completely corroded away. Besides the glass work, restoration of the mullions (supports) and stone tracery
(curved arches) which have become cracked will also be needed. This is similar to
the problem found in the window in the north west corner of the church which
cost about £8000 to restore, and was completed in 2013. It is not difficult to imagine the cost of restoring 12 clerestory windows which will require scaffolding both
inside and outside the church. Last year St Saviour Parish Church celebrated 130
years of service to the community since construction in 1884. If you feel able to
contribute to ensuring this building remains a focal point to the community why
not become a Friend of St Saviour? Membership is only £2 per year – see the back
of this magazine under Church Activities for contact details. As a well known advert says ‘Every little helps!’

Westgate Heritage Centre
Most people will be aware, by now, that the country is in election mode and that
on 7th May electors will be voting for Members of Parliament and District Councillors. If you live in Westgate, you should also be aware that, for the first time in 41
years, we shall be voting for a Westgate-on-Sea Parish Council. Whether you were
one of the small number who clamoured for its creation, or one of the smaller
number who opposed, or one of the vast majority who expressed no opinion, a
Parish Council is now a “fait-accompli”. Let us hope that there will be a similar enthusiasm to stand for election, as there was in 1894, when the first civil parish of
Westgate-on-Sea was created. On that occasion 38* people expressed an interest
in standing; 21 nominations were handed in and 9 councillors were elected.
I am only referring to this momentous occasion, because, ironically, at the
Heritage Centre, we will be finishing our winter season with three events in April to
commemorate the 80th anniversary of the creation of “Greater Margate”, when
the civil parishes of Westgate-on-Sea and Birchington were amalgamated with the
Borough of Margate. When our winter programme was drawn up last year, we had
no idea that a new Parish Council was in the offing.
On Saturday 4th April I shall be giving a talk at 10.30 a.m. on the events
leading up to the amalgamation, based on archives from many sources, both national and local. Westgatonians were never able to come to terms with being a civil
parish within a rural district and continuously petitioned Kent County Council to
give Westgate the urban status they though it deserved. They were always unsuccessful. Then came a time of great anxiety in the early years of the 20 th century,
when Margate Borough Corporation was flexing its muscles with the idea of expanding in all directions. When the First World War ended and the Governors of
the Bethlem and Bridewell Hospitals began to dispose of the Garlinge Farms in order to create the Westbrook Estate, Westgatonians knew that the writing was on
the wall. In 1923 the Onslow Commission was set up to look into local government
nationally. Its terms of reference were extended in 1925 and eventually led to the
County Review in 1929.
Westgatonians did not give up easily and continued to oppose any suggestion of amalgamation with Margate to the bitter end, but the day of Judgement
came on 1st April 1935, when “Greater Margate” came into being, incorporating
both Westgate-on-Sea and Birchington. The Corporation of the greatly enlarged
Borough celebrated with a “Beating of the Bounds” ceremony on that day. Fortunately for us, it was well documented.
On Friday 10th April Heather Letley, a member of the Heritage Centre, will lead a
walk to commemorate that ceremony. The full bounds of the enlarged Borough
were covered by officials and dignitaries in cars and coaches; choir boys were

bumped and toasts drunk liberally from the 1892 “Loving Cup” at several
points on the way. The Heritage Walk, (which will combine with the weekly Health
Walk), starts from Westgate Library at 10.30 a.m. Those walkers hope to arrive at
the junction of Old Boundary Road with Westgate Bay Avenue about 10.45 a.m.
when there will be an “enactment” of the 1935 ceremony. The walkers will then
proceed via Sea Road to the Westgate-Birchington boundary marker, which is near
to the entrance to 131 Sea Road. Please join us at any point along the way. Those
who cannot walk will be welcome to follow in cars, as happened in 1935.
On Wednesday 15th April at 7.30 p.m. in Christ Church URC Church Westgate Bay Avenue, James Brazier will give an illustrated talk on the Beating of the
Bounds in 1935 – he has a fantastic collection of Sunbeam photos that were taken
on the day at various points along the route, amongst others. It should be of interest to anyone who lives in Margate, Westgate or Birchington.
2015 is also the 150th anniversary of the building of the first two houses of
the “new town” at St Mildred’s Bay. We shall be celebrating that in July, but in the
meanwhile, we should like to encourage anyone who regards him or herself as a
true Westgatonian to celebrate, in a way they choose, by going to St Mildred’s Bay
to walk, to sit, to have a coffee or a drink and think how lucky we are to live in such
an interesting and lovely place. Please look out for posters and flyers about events.
* The total population in 1891, including children, was 1358
Dr Dawn Crouch
On Saturday 31st of January the Friends of St Saviours held their annual coffee
morning when members could renew their subscriptions.
We had a very successful morning,. We collected £72 in subscriptions and in addition received £151 in donations.The raffle made £32 and refreshments £16.
Thankyou to all who helped. Ann Clark and Lorna Oliver served refreshments and
Claire ran the raffle.
If you would like to renew your subscription forms are at the back of church.
We thank you for your generosity and support .
Susan Bennett Chairperson
The Westgate Rainbows and Brownies would welcome donations of Sainsbury’s
Active Kids Vouchers to enable them to get some new equipment. They can be
handed to Lorna or Ruth.
THANK YOU

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th
Wednesday of every month from 2-3pm.
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

The deadline for April 2015 “The Link” is Sunday March 29th

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
St Saviour’s Ladies Circle
Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.
Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430
The Westgate Heritage Centre Open on the first Saturday of each month 10am
to 12noon. There is a talk on the first Saturday of each month at 10.30am.
WINTER PROGRAMME
Saturday 7th March “120 years of service” A celebration of the work of the St
John Ambulance Brigade founded in 1895
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sunday March 1st 10.30am FAMILY SERVICE
Sunday March 15th 10.30am MOTHERING SUNDAY FAMILY SERVICE
with distribution of posies
SATURDAY 18th APRIL Annual Vestry and Parochial Church Meeting
10am for 10.30am in church
Saturday 25th April Friends of St Saviour’s AGM 10am for 10.30am in church
BRITISH SUMMERTIME BEGINS SUNDAY 29TH MARCH
Clocks go forward one hour.

