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A letter from Revd Barbara Way 
Greetings from Westgate Vicarage. 

Easter Day is the major festival in the Christian Church.  It is the time when 
we celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead and when we 
recognise that His life giving self-offering has offered new life and joy to all 
who wish to grow closer to God. 

All this stemmed from a seemingly hopeless situation and miscarriage of 
justice and an execution of convenience for the then authorities, who 
feared for the potential loss of their own power to that of another.  Sound 
at all familiar in our world at the present time? 

So often, wrong things are done, because of fear of the potential personal 
consequences of any other action, whether because there is threat to one’s 
own safety and well-being, or in the case of authority figures, a threat to 
the power that person can exercise. 

The saying that “power corrupts” and “absolute power corrupts absolutely” 
is still so often shown to be true.  That is why democracy, though far from 
perfect, is the best we have, so that powerful people can legally be held to 
account, and there is some kind of choice to be made as to whether to con-
tinue with the present government or to make a change.   

To my mind it is absolutely crucial that we should all exercise our vote, 
which was hard-won, and for which many people across the world would be 
very grateful.  We are so fortunate to have the freedom and the right to 
exercise a vote.  Every vote from any of us is as important as the vote of the 
most powerful in the land.  It is denied to many across the world; it was 
won for us at considerable cost.  It is a civic duty to exercise it, so that the 
voice of as many people as possible is heard. 

Springtime brings us new life and the sight of daffodils, bursting buds of 
blossom and new leaf can fill us with hope.  It is hope that our world needs 
just now, as well as care and concern one for another.   

Many thanks to anyone who took part in our stewardship campaign during 
March – results not yet in as I write this letter, but we are hopeful. 

May God bless you and yours this Eastertide.    

Barbara        









FROM THE REGISTERS 

 

For those Baptised 

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”   

 

For those joined in Holy Matrimony 

“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they 

may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to 

each other” 

 

The Sick 

“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit” 

Dot, Jenny, Tina, Evelyn, Maureen, Edna, Marie, Jeremy S, Jeffery, Rose, Barry, 

Charlotte, Margaret, Rachel , Mandy, Eric, Tony and those on the Prayer Board 

 

The Departed 

“Lord now lettest thou thy servant  depart in peace, according to thy word” 

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their 

families and friends 

Gwen Smith,   John Henderson,   Evelyn Rhodes,   Bob Cook,   Alma Martin, 

Doris Toon,   Marion Clark  

 

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for 

giving them to us”    

David Growns,   Jane Hirst                                                       

                                                                                                                                            



CHURCHWARDENS’ REPORT 

First of all, on behalf of the P.C.C., we would like to take this opportunity to thank 
wholeheartedly those of you who took the time to read and understand the details 
of the current position of St. Saviour’s Church as explained in the Stewardship letter 
and leaflets recently.  It cannot be repeated often enough that “The responsibility is 
ours” to maintain the ministry, mission and church building of St. Saviour’s, if St. 
Saviour’s is going to continue to flourish now and in the future as it has in the past 
130 years. 

Yesterday, Sunday 22nd March, was the day when personal responses were received 
at the Altar with thanksgiving.  The Treasurer (Brenda Carter) and Gift Aid Coordina-
tor (Graham Neve) have now prepared a summary of all responses received.  We 
would also like to thank those who have given verbally a variety of personal re-
sponses which have been most welcome.  We have received 7 offers of help, 3 in-
creases to existing contributions, 5 monthly payment responses, 2 weekly envelope 
responses and 3 donations.  Thank you.  We will be contacting those who have 
made offers of help as soon as possible. 

As regards the proposed zebra crossing outside St. Saviour’s Church in Westgate 
Bay Avenue, we received a reply from K.C.C. thanking us for the comments we for-
warded to them and informing us that this was the view of the majority of respons-
es received.  A recommendation has been made that the crossing should be be-
tween St. Mildred’s Road and Ethelbert Square, but we await further information 
regarding the outcome. 

We are now looking forward to Palm Sunday on the 29th March with the reading of 
the Passion and distribution of palms; St. Saviour’s C.E. Junior School Easter service 
on Wednesday, 1st April at 9.30am and the Maundy Thursday service on 2nd April at 
7pm.  This is followed by a Good Friday Family service with the making of the Easter 
Garden and refreshments on Friday, 3rd April at 9.30am; the Walk of Witness at 
11am starting at the URC church ending at St. Saviour’s with light refreshments and 
a Meditation on the Stations of the Cross at 2pm – 3pm.  Sunday, 5th April is Easter 
Day with an 8am Holy Communion and 10.30am Sung Festal Communion with an 
Easter Egg hunt in church. 

Please note that the date of the Annual Vestry and Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting is Saturday, 18th April at 10.00am (refreshments) for 10.30am.  We are 
hoping that you will come and support this event which is important for the well-
being of the church. 

With love and blessings from Christine and Brenda 

 



FROM THE TREASURER 

February 2015 Monthly Financial Review 

In February RECEIPTS amounted to £3,313. 

We received Gift Aid Tax refunds of £1,038 and £532 for funerals. 

We made PAYMENTS of £4,130 

 We paid £311 for items for the upkeep of services (candles etc.), £308 for gas and 
electricity, £141 for  rear porch and steps lighting and £600 for architects’ fees for 
a grant application. 

This resulted in an operating DEFICIT of £817. 

FLOWER  FUND (DESIGNATED FUND) 

The Flower fund stands at £169. 

STEWARDSHIP – The Responsibility is Ours 

We look forward to receiving Stewardship responses at the Communion services 
on Sunday, 22nd March.  Further information will be available in the Churchward-
ens’ report  in the April  Link magazine. 

Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer) 

 

Annual Meetings 

The Annual vestry meeting will take place on Saturday 18th April at 10.30am in 
Church. Coffee will be served from 10.am.This meeting is to elect two Church War-
dens. Anyone who lives in the parish is invited to attend, and also all those on the 
electoral roll of the church. 

This is a very short meeting and will be followed immediately by the Annual Paro-
chial Church Meeting at which 3 persons are to be elected to serve on the PCC for 
3 years, each, one person for 1 year and one person to serve on the Deanery Syn-
od for one year. 

Nomination forms will be placed at the back of church and anyone interested 
should speak to Barbara, Brenda, Joy or Jean for more information. The one year 
posts are very useful if you are wondering whether this could be for you. Please do 
offer yourself.  

The rest of the meeting involves hearing about the past year of the church.. 

Please come!!! 



NEWS FROM ST SAVIOUR’S CHURCH OF ENGLAND SCHOOL 

St. Saviour's Church of England Junior School is about to celebrate Easter 
with our colleagues at St.Saviour's Church. We look forward to our services 
in church as we enjoy sharing some of the work the children have done in 
school. St. Saviour's children have access to a large amount of quality music 
teaching, during collective worship, one to one and small group instrument 
and choir tuition and during whole class music sessions. Being in church is 
also a valuable opportunity to see children practising their public speaking 
skills. Church services are also one of the few opportunities for the whole of 
the school community (children, parents, staff and governors) to gather to-
gether. 

In addition to being a good excuse for a community gathering,the Easter ser-
vice helps us to remember some essential Christian values.  One theme of 
Easter is the idea of Jesus sacrificing himself for all of our sins. This can be 
an abstract concept for children; in whole school worship this term, I have 
been talking about admitting your mistakes, taking responsibility for your ac-
tions and trying to recognise and adress your faults.  We all do things we are 
not proud of - for me this includes: being an impatient driver, groaning about 
my children's music and television choices, getting grumpy during clothes 
shopping trips to Westwood Cross - I am turning into a grumpy old man! For 
school students, admitting fault may just be about being honest when dis-
cussing arguments or conflict or coming clean about forgetting homework. 
Just as I start every term vowing not to devour the endless supply of cakes in 
our staffroom, I am sure our current Year 6 students are promising their fami-
lies that they will never forget to hand in their homework when they go to 
secondary school. We might not always carry out these resolutions perfectly, 
but perhaps just by recognising that we can do better and making an effort is 
a good start. 

 Easter is a time when we think about new beginings. arrival of spring makes 
us think of new life and the second chance which Jesus gave us.  School 
children and teachers start to think of the new academic year as we realise 
that we have only thirteen weeks left until the summer break.  Transition 
work has already begun for our current Year 6 children and we have already 
started to prepare for the coming of St.Crispins' current Year 2. At this time of 
year, we also welcome ex-pupils from local secondary schools who visit us 
on work experience placements.  This constant change and renewal makes 
schools vibrant places to work in and reminds us that we are always capable 
of developing and improving ourselves - even if this just means eating fewer 
cakes or handing in homework on time.      Nick Bonell Headteacher 
 



The Friends of St Saviour’s Church 

The Friends’ AGM is taking place on Saturday 25th April 2015 at 10am for 10.30am 
in St Saviour’s Church. Please come and hear about the grants given to the PCC in 
2014 for the upkeep of the church building and grounds and our plans for the com-
ing 12 months.  

At the meeting we also need to elect our officers and two committee members. Our 
current officers are Susan Bennett (Chair), Christine Attwood (Secretary) and Ann 
Lawrence (Treasurer) and the committee member retiring by rota is Mary Addison. 
All are willing to be re-elected.  The other place on the committee is to fill a vacancy 
caused by a resignation last autumn. Please see Susan or Christine, if you would like 
to know more about being on the Committee. 

 Friends of St Saviours Church 

 A sponsored walk is being proposed for Saturday 9 May at 2.30 pm.We are walking 

from West Bay café to Minnis  bay in Birchington. Last years walk was great fun and 

raised a nice sum of money for our funds.  

 Put on your walking shoes and do join us . I am sure you will enjoy it. 

 Sponsorship forms are available at the back of church. Susan Bennett . Chairperson 

GOD'S GARDEN 
Scrawled on one of our Church garden gates is   "  god's garden all are wel-
come".  We agree all are welcome, we are proud of our garden. The gates have 
been repaired,  small flower beds planted , hedges, trees and bushes are trimmed 
twice a year, the grass is cut regularly and  rubbish thrown from the street picked 
up. We have won a prize several years running for the wild life corners.  The garden 
is a quiet place to walk, it is like a sanctuary, it is also a Garden of Rest,  as peoples 
ashes are buried there.                  
We would just ask anyone walking in it to respect it, and help us keep it clean. 
 Thank you   Ann Clark  for the Church Family 
 

SPRING 
 
For many reasons, Springtime is unique ? All through the dark, harsh winter 
we dream of the summer. Perhaps, yearn for the summer.  Which, upon ar-
riving can often become uncomfortably hot. But then knowing and looking to 
the season that follows, to  provide some cooler weather.   That of Autumn. 
With  milder evenings, and misty mornings. And we have to then, begin 
again to prepare for the winter.   
  
Leaving Spring as, perhaps,being the only season, in which  we do not look 
towards the next one.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                     







3 2  7  1 6 8 9  

           

 6  5    1   2 

 4  5 7 1  6  

7  8      5 1 

  1  8 2 9  4   

4  1    5  9 

            

 5 9 3 4 8  1 6 

Tomorrow.  
A young boy was telling his Grandad about the school day out he had just 
returned from.  He said, "It was the best day of my life"  His Granddad 
smiled. He was quiet for a moment. Eventually replying. "Son, do you know 
what the best day of my life is?" T 
The boy shook his head, "No".?  
"It's tomorrow" said Granddad. `At twelve tonight, tomorrow begins. Our 
chance to start right over again. To start the day afresh.  Seeking to take 
whatever that day may bring. And, even in a small way, make it a `best` 
day  But then, twelve midnight strikes, and again it is the start of anoth-
er  tomorrow.  
The boy pondered. "365 days in a year, arn't there Granddad" he said.  
  
Granddad smiled, "Yep, and that is exactly what I mean" 

 
 
Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the addition of several 
new members and to the deterioration of some older ones.  
  
Potluck supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and medication to follow.  
  
The eighth-graders will be presenting Shakespeare's Hamlet in the Church 
basement Friday at 7 PM. The congregation is invited to attend this tragedy.  



The Westgate Rainbows and Brownies would welcome donations of Sainsbury’s 

Active Kids Vouchers to enable them to get some new equipment.  They can be 

handed to Lorna or Ruth. THANK YOU 

 

 

 

Summer Fayre 

 The Summer Fayre is to be held on Saturday 20 th June 10 am -12 in church. We 

need the usual donations of raffle and tombola prizes and also gifts and good bric a 

brac for our ladies circle stall. Books will also be needed. 

 Many thanks for your support and generosity  in the past. We look forward to a 

successful Summer Fayre. 

Susan Bennett 

THE GATHERING   Saturday 16th May, The Gathering makes a welcome return to 

Canterbury Cathedral and is Precincts. The theme is “Food for the journey…” 

There will be speakers, worship, craft activities and drama. 

The Gathering launches Friday 15th May with “Friday Night Kitchen” - this is an 

evening of cookery and conversation hosted by the Reverend Richard Coles (BBC 

Radio 4, Saturday Live), along with the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, at 

the Gulbenkian Canterbury. 

Tickets for the Saturday cost £5 per person.  For further details and to book a ticket 

visit The Gathering website: www.the-gathering.co.uk 

LADIES CIRCLE    Ladies Circle meets Monday 27th April for lunch at Beanos.New 

members welcome.  

Church Cleaning 
Thanks to everyone who came to help with cleaning The Church yesterday.   Twice 
the usual number came( 16 adults and 2 children ). Everyone set to with any task 
they were given, cheerfully, and it was a happy and very worthwhile morning be-
cause we were able to reach parts which had not been cleaned in years. 
Ann Clark    Sunday March 29th                                                                                                                 



Westgate Heritage Centre 

On Saturday 2nd May the 2015 summer season for the Heritage Centre will begin. 
From then it will be open every Wednesday (except for 22nd July) and every Satur-
day from 10.00 a.m. to 12 noon until Saturday 5th September. The talks on the 
first Saturday of every month at 10.30 a.m. will continue – please look out for fur-
ther information on those.  

 I have recently been given a copy of an article about history and the digital 
age, which is of extreme interest to me, as it is on a matter about which I have been 
concerned for a long time. The digital age is a thing of wonder – there is no doubt 
about that, but, I quote, “Digital memory has proven fragile, evanescent and only 
too easy to lose. Technology has moved on so fast that the tools used to access 
stored material have become obsolete”. The writer goes on to say that we are in 
danger of “throwing away valuable data into what could one day become a digital 
black hole”. Only recently I, myself, have thrown away the floppy disks on which the 
draft of my doctoral thesis was stored, along with some 2000 slides which are of no 
use to me anymore. Ben Macintyre, the writer of the article, gives an example of 
what has already happened. “In 1986 the BBC Domesday project set out to record 
the economic, social and cultural state of Britain on 12in videodisks. Today those 
disks cannot be read, unlike the Domesday book itself, written a thousand years 
earlier.” (Times, 27 February 2015)  I am passing this on to all of you who are inter-
ested in the local history, which we are trying to preserve at the Heritage Centre. I 
beg you not to throw bits of paper away, until you have let us share with you their 
importance as pieces of the great jigsaw that is Westgate-on-Sea. 

 Our talk on Saturday 2nd May is “Holidays in Westgate-on-Sea 1884 and 
1885”, based on the diaries of Captain George Dawson. Captain Dawson served 
with the Royal Welch Fusiliers in various parts of the world from 1859-1875 and 
was, at one time, “Galloper” to his Colonel.  He married a young Canadian lady in 
1873, retired from the army two years later and became an Assistant Prison Gover-
nor at Chatham. In 1882 he started to keep a diary, extracts from which have been 
generously given to me by his great-grand daughter. The family came to Thanet in 
the summer of 1883, visiting Westgate-on-Sea on 9th and 10th August.  

They liked what they saw and in the following April took lodgings in West-
gate. At that time, the present St Saviour’s Church was not complete and Captain 
Dawson wrote of attending the “iron church”, which was in Cedric Road. Their third 
visit was in September 1885, by which time the new church was open. 

He wrote of his meetings with the Revd Augustus Lyne on several occasions and 
seemed soon to be on good terms with him. Whilst in Westgate he looked at 
schools for his son, George, born in 1876 and they visited such attractions as Bur-
ridge’s for tea.  



The talk will be based on the Westgate-on-Sea of 1884/5, illustrated by 
pictures of some of the buildings that he would have seen, as well as photos of the 
family. 

 What a lot we might have lost, if Captain Dawson had not written in his dia-
ry, which still exists today. What will historians of the future learn from the emails 
and tweets of today’s holiday makers? Food for thought, I think! 

We look forward to seeing you during the summer. You will always receive 
a warm welcome and, on most days, there are refreshments available. 

Dr Dawn Crouch Consultant Historian 

 





CHURCH SERVICES  

Sunday Services 

8am Said Eucharist  Book of Common Prayer 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

10.30am  First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE 

Weekday Service   

Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)  

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

1st Westgate Rainbows                   Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm 

8th Westgate Brownies                   Fridays 5.30 to 7pm 

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate. 

 

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users  

There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery - 

 every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice. 
 

There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th 
Wednesday of every month from  2-3pm. 

 

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations 

towards the cost of printing would be appreciated. 

 

The deadline for May 2015 “The Link” is  Sunday  April  26th 

                                                                                                                                                                    



CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

St Saviour’s Ladies Circle 

Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.   

Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm. 

Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring  

Susan 836430 . Reconvenes 16th April.   

The Westgate Heritage Centre  Open on the first Saturday of each month 10am 

to 12noon.    There is a talk on the first Saturday of  each month at 10.30am. 

Saturday 4th April 10.30am Talk by Dr Dawn Crouch “Westgate 1935—Losing 

our identity.” 

Friday 10th April Health walk - The Westgate portion of Beating the Bounds 

Ceremony.  Starts at Westgate Library at 10.30am: but can be joined at points 

along the route. Those unable to walk can travel by car. 

Wednesday 15th April 7.30pm at Christ Church URC Church, Westgate Bay 

Avenue “Beating the Bounds” Talk by James Brazier 

Saturday 2nd May 10.30am Talk “Taking a Vacation in Westgate-on-Sea in the 

mid 1880’s” 

Refreshments available.     

Church Cleaning   11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month 

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church -  Annual Membership Fee only £2 

New members welcome.  Join the  Friends of St Saviour’s church  

Subscription only  £2 per year .  All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the 

church and grounds.  Membership forms at the back of the church or ring Su-

san Bennett on 01843 831079 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

SATURDAY 18th APRIL   Annual Vestry  and Parochial Church Meeting 

10am for  10.30am in church 

Saturday 25th April Friends of St Saviour’s AGM 10am for 10.30am in church 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          


