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From the Revd Barbara Way Greetings from Westgate Vicarage,
What a lot is going on this month here in Westgate-on-Sea as well as across the
country!
We have a General Election which is very different from previous elections, with
more candidates and more parties involved than usual, and far less certainty about
the results of opinion polls, which are mostly too close to call. We are fortunate to
live in a democracy; it means we are able to hold our government to account and
we have a non-violent system of potentially changing the holders of power every
few years.
We can easily take that privilege for granted – our vote was hard won by people
prepared to make a stand and to campaign for our right to vote. It is not something
that should be dismissed lightly and it is important that we should each consider
carefully and then cast our vote.
That is not to say that we have the perfect and only way of exercising democracy.
The different possible systems within a democratic framework are being discussed
more frequently than used to be the case, probably because of the changes that
are occurring, not least in advances in social media and the formal sharing of power
with regional governments. No doubt this will be discussed more thoroughly in the
next few years. We shall see. Even democracy does not stand still.
Meanwhile Westgate has a new Parish Council and we wish the new councillors
well as they step into their new roles.
In the church, we celebrate the feasts of The Ascension and of Pentecost. - times
of services on a different page.
We also have a special service in Church on Sunday 10th May at 3.30 pm, when we
will spend a little time giving thanks for the 70th anniversary of VE Day – details on
another page.
It is also Christian Aid week during the second week of May. Please give generously
to that very worthwhile cause. Please also support our box for the Thanet Food
Bank – donations of non-perishable food always welcome.
The ever popular and well-stocked Plant Sale is also on outside the church on the
morning of Saturday 23rd May. Please come and buy your plants for the summer
here.
There is also a Sponsored Walk from Westgate Bay Café to Minnis Bay on Saturday
9th May, starting at 2.30 pm.
Plenty going on – please join us as and when you can. You are also always welcome
to our services on Sunday and Friday mornings – times on a different page.

One thing is sure; the Christian faith is open to all who wish to follow Jesus Christ –
that is what being a Christian is. May we pray for all those who are persecuted for
their faith at this time.
God bless you and all those you love. Barbara

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 12th April Elsie Louvain Stewart

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”
Saturday 25th April Lesley Barton and Gary Bushell

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Dot, Jenny, Tina, Evelyn, Maureen, Edna, Marie, Jeremy S, Jeffery, Rose, Barry,
Charlotte, Rachel , Mandy, Eric, Tony and those on the Prayer Board

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
Audrey Stone, Capt. Tom Heriot

Churchwardens’ Report
As the annual church cleaning took place after we sent our last report, Brenda and I
would like to thank all those who took part either on the 28 th March or on a later
day of their choosing. We are also very grateful to Ann Clark for organising the main
event.
Holy Week was particularly busy this year. We celebrated Palm Sunday with the
blessing of the palms and had a procession and reading of The Passion at the Sung
Eucharist. The funeral of the late John Henderson was held in church on the Monday and we were pleased to be able to host a reception afterwards at the back of
the church for his family, friends and neighbours. John had been a very faithful
member of St Saviour’s for many years. On Wednesday morning, St Saviour’s School
held their Easter service in church and the building was packed with children and
their parents and carers. Maundy Thursday evening was a more reflective time as
we remembered our Lord’s Last Supper with his disciples as we celebrated the Eucharist. This service ended with the stripping of the altar before we moved to the
War Memorial Chapel for a vigil followed by the office of Compline. Good Friday
began with a Family Service during which the lovely Easter Garden was made. The
late morning Walk of Witness, an ecumenical event, began from Christ Church URC
and ended in St Saviour’s. Finally, on Saturday, the Heritage Centre met in the
morning to hear about the end of the Westgate-on-Sea Parish Council in 1935 and,
after lunch, a very small band of helpers arrived to decorate the church for Easter.
It was lovely to have so many visitors with us on Easter Day as we celebrated the
Resurrection of our Lord. After the sermon, the children quickly located the hidden
Easter eggs. The following Sunday we were pleased to welcome the family and
friends of Elsie Louvain Stewart to her baptism, which took place during the Sung
Eucharist.
Work carried out in the past few weeks has included the new loop amplifier fitted in
February, increasing the volume of both the loop amplifier and various microphones during March and repairs to the organ. After months of trying, Brenda was
delighted, on the Tuesday after Easter, to achieve getting the Vicars’ noticeboard
updated. At last the fact that the Revd Barbara Way arrived in 2013 is there for all
to see in shining gold leaf lettering!
With love and blessings from Brenda and Christine
The Archdeacons' Visitations in 2015
Everyone is invited to attend the Service for Canterbury Archdeaconry, which
takes place on Tuesday 5th May at 7.30pm in Canterbury Cathedral. Churchwardens will be formally admitted to office during the service and Brenda and
Christine would be grateful for your support.

St Saviour School celebrates Easter in St Saviour Church
It was a sunny but breezy and cool day on 1st April when St Saviour School came
for their Easter Service. A warm welcome awaited not least due to the door heat
curtain being deployed. Approximately 75 parents, grandparents and friends came
to support their son/daughter.
After an introduction from Mr Bonell, the whole congregation joined in the hymn,
‘God is Love’. This was followed by the choir singing the story about a special man
of 2000 years ago. The service continued with readings from pupils telling the
Easter story from Jesus’ visit to the Temple, through his arrival in Jerusalem, the
Passover and his arrest. On to the crucifixion, burial and Jesus rising from the
tomb, before then appearing to his disciples. In between the readings, each year
group sang an Easter song. Also the whole school sang the hymn ‘Seek ye first the
Kingdom of God’ in round, and the choir then sang a delightful lullaby about when
Mary saw Jesus having risen from the tomb.
The whole congregation joined in the singing of ‘Thine be the Glory’, before prayers were said by pupils. Revd Barbara gave a short talk explaining how/why the
altar frontals change colour during Holy Week and when they are removed completely on Maundy Thursday. After a prayer and blessing the whole congregation
sang the final hymn ‘Lord of the Dance’ during which we were treated to a display
from pupil cheerleaders.
This was a thoughtful service with relevant songs throughout. Excellent telling of
the Easter story and well read by all pupils involved. A very enjoyable and inspired
occasion.
The Westgate Rainbows and Brownies would welcome donations of Sainsbury’s
Active Kids Vouchers to enable them to get some new equipment. They can be
handed to Lorna or Ruth. THANK YOU
THE GATHERING Saturday 16th May, The Gathering makes a welcome return to
Canterbury Cathedral and is Precincts. The theme is “Food for the journey…”
There will be speakers, worship, craft activities and drama.
The Gathering launches Friday 15th May with “Friday Night Kitchen” - this is an
evening of cookery and conversation hosted by the Reverend Richard Coles (BBC
Radio 4, Saturday Live), along with the Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, at
the Gulbenkian Canterbury.
Tickets for the Saturday cost £5 per person. For further details and to book a ticket
visit The Gathering website: www.the-gathering.co.uk

THE MAKING OF THE EASTER GARDEN
The Family Service held at 9.30am on Good Friday morning involved the children
in the making of the Easter Garden. Making the Easter Garden took us through
the events of Holy Week from Palm Sunday through to Good Friday in words and
music and prayer. All children participated in putting bricks. Soil and moss as the
base ,with plants—Easter cactus , cactus and small palms . They then took it in
turns , as the story was read to place a crown, donkey, palms, 30 pieces of silver ,
bread and a wine bottle, cockerel, three crosses on a green hill and a crown of
thorns in the garden. The tomb was then built using stones and a stone closed the
entrance which was rolled away Easter morning with Mary stood alongside. Eggs,
chicks, lambs and rabbits were added to the garden representing new life. The
service finished with us all enjoying hot cross buns.
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FROM THE TREASURER
March 2015 Monthly Financial Review
In March RECEIPTS amounted to £6,679.
We received £1,256 for 2 weddings and 2 funerals, a grant of £1,723 from the
Friends of St. Saviour’s and stewardship donations of £1,450.
We made PAYMENTS of £3,314.
We paid £560 for gas and electricity and £1,799 for the monthly Parish Share.
This resulted in an operating SURPLUS of £3,365.

FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND)
The Flower fund stands at £169.

STEWARDSHIP – The Responsibility is Ours
Thank you to all those who supported the Stewardship campaign in any way. As
reported at the Annual Meeting, the final details will be available once the April
accounts have been completed.
However, offers of help are already being much appreciated.
Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer)

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church, Westgate-on-Sea
Thank you to everyone who came to our AGM on Saturday 25 th April and also to
those who sent apologies for being unable to attend.
The results of the elections are as follows:
Chairman

–

Susan Bennett

Secretary

–

Christine Attwood

Treasurer

-

Ann Lawrence

To serve on the Committee for 3 years

-

Mary Addison

To serve on the Committee for 1 year

-

Alan Harris

In addition to the above, our Committee consists of Ann Clark, Lorna Oliver as Trustees (I am the 3rd Trustee) and those elected as members in previous years: Jill
Fordham, Joy Palmer, Jane Pink and Clare Wheeler. The Revd Barbara Way is an ex
officio member.
Our next fundraising event is the sponsored walk to Minnis Bay on Saturday 9 th
May. We are leaving at 2.30pm from West Bay Café and all are welcome to join or
sponsor us. The money raised will enable us to make grants in the future to the PCC
towards the upkeep of our beautiful church and grounds.
If you would like to join The Friends, please contact Susan Bennett or myself. The
annual subscription is only £2 but donations are always welcome.
Christine Attwood
Hon Secretary
Friends of St Saviours Church
A sponsored walk is being proposed for Saturday 9 May at 2.30 pm.We are walking
from West Bay café to Minnis bay in Birchington. Last years walk was great fun and
raised a nice sum of money for our funds.
Put on your walking shoes and do join us . I am sure you will enjoy it.
Sponsorship forms are available at the back of church. Susan Bennett . Chairperson
Summer Fayre
The Summer Fayre is to be held on Saturday 20 th June 10 am -12 in church. We
need the usual donations of raffle and tombola prizes and also gifts and good bric a
brac for our ladies circle stall. Books will also be needed.
Many thanks for your support and generosity in the past. We look forward to a
successful Summer Fayre. Susan Bennett

Westgate Heritage Centre by Dr Dawn Crouch
Sunday 2nd June 1940 – this is a date forever etched upon the memories of many of
the older generation of Thanet people, for, on that day, the Pied Piper swept
through the island, taking away almost all of its children of school age to an unknown destination.
Shock waves had engulfed the nation when the German armies had entered
the Low Countries and France with a seemingly unstoppable force on 10 th May
1940, the day that the Whitsun holidays began. Stanley Willis, Head Master of St
Saviour’s School, warned his teachers that they might be recalled immediately and
that, therefore, they must leave their addresses with him. In the event that was not
necessary, but things moved very rapidly and very frighteningly. By 26 th May it was
clear that all French resistance had collapsed; at 18.57 that evening the Admiralty
gave the signal for Operation Dynamo to commence. At 2.40 a.m. on 27 th May the
Thanet part of the Operation started and vessels of every kind assembled off Ramsgate. By the next day the ships, with their precious cargos of exhausted troops, began to arrive. The first to arrive in Margate was the paddle steamer S.S. Sandown
carrying 201 men.
The Heritage Centre will not be making special commemorations of the
Evacuation from Dunkirk, as it is to be commemorated widely in Ramsgate and
Margate. We shall, instead, be remembering the event which was contemporaneous with it – the evacuation of the Thanet children. It will be the third occasion on
which we have done this and this will possibly be the last when there will be survivors of that day to share their memories.
On Monday 27th May 1940, the same day that Operation Dynamo began,
letters were sent out to all parents of children in state schools in Thanet, informing
them that evacuation would take place on 2nd June or within a day or two of that
date. We are fortunate to have a copy of that letter, kindly donated by Beryl Hurley
(née Parker). Parents were told starkly that if they did not register their children by
10.00 a.m. on 29th May 1940 that it might be too late. Instructions were given regarding the preparations and arrangements. Today, to us, they seem impossibly
harsh for the parents of children who might be as young as five, but this was wartime and feelings could not always be accommodated.
A list of things that should be packed, ideally in a rucksack, was given
– Beryl’s mother had carefully ticked each item as she packed, no doubt with a
heavy heart. The children were told what to wear and our two photographs show
how they were dressed in warm clothing – a coat or mackintosh, strong boots or
shoes and long socks. Bear in mind that this was June. Each child was to carry its gas
mask and identity card and food for the day and each would have an identity tag
tied to its person – these were simple brown luggage labels. Parents could take the
child to their school, but not proceed beyond the playground.

Children would be bussed from their school to Ramsgate or Margate stations and
under no circumstances would parents be allowed on to the Railway Station. They
would not be told where their children were going, but each child would be issued
with a stamped postcard to send as soon as he or she was settled.
In 2005 and 2010 I collected many stories of that day and this year I have
obtained a few more. Each time I find them incredibly moving – I am not ashamed
that I shed a few tears as I read them. Children were evacuated with their schools,
so it was possible that siblings would be separated if they attended different
schools. They were sometimes billeted many miles apart and might not meet for
months or even years. Ten, eleven and twelve year olds were put in charge of
younger brothers and sister and told by their mothers they must stay together. Yet
sometimes this proved impossible. One of the most heart-breaking parts of the
stories is of the waiting to be chosen – a “sort of slave market”, one man, eloquently put it in 2005.
On Saturday 6th June 2015 the Heritage Centre will be commemorating
that day. There will be an exhibition relating to the stories and, instead of the
usual monthly talk, a selection of those memories will be read, starting at 10.30
a.m. We hope that there will be some of those whose memories are still so vivid
with us that morning. AFTER the presentation we shall have refreshments so that
there is an opportunity to talk with our visitors and for them, perhaps, to meet up
with others who went on that same journey so long ago. If you know anyone who
you think would like to come, please invite them. They will receive a very warm
welcome. If they or their family members have any queries, please phone me on
832617 or speak to Christine Attwood or Valda Neve.
The Heritage Centre also will not be commemorating the 70th anniversary
of VE Day, as this too will be widely done elsewhere. I, also, am very conscious of
what was told me in 2005 by a Westgate veteran, a former Petty Officer, who was
serving on a battleship in the Pacific on VE day. They were at action stations, ready
for battle. We do not want to forget those who were still to suffer for a further
three months so our celebrations will be after the 70th anniversary of VJ Day – 15th
August – on 9th September.

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th
Wednesday of every month from 2-3pm.
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

The deadline for June 2015 “The Link” is Sunday 31st May

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
St Saviour’s Ladies Circle
Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.
The May meeting is Tuesday 19th May “The Pirates of Penzance” at the Carlton.
Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 .
The Westgate Heritage Centre
SUMMER OPENING Open WEDNESDAY and SATURDAY mornings 10am
to 12 noon There is a talk on the first Saturday of each month at 10.30am.
Saturday 2nd May 10.30am Talk “Taking a Vacation in Westgate-on-Sea in the
mid 1880’s”
Saturday 6th June 10.30am Talk “Thanks for the Memory” - June 1940
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Tuesday 5th May 7.30pm Archdeacon’s Visitation in Canterbury Cathedral.
Saturday 9th May Friends Sponsored Walk
Sunday 10th May CHRISTIAN AID WEEK begins (ends Saturday 16th May)
Sunday 10th May 3.30pm Service to commemorate 70th Anniversary of VE day
Saturday 23rd May PLANT SALE

