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A Letter from The Rev’d. Barbara Way
Greetings from Westgate Vicarage
I write on a beautiful sunny day and thank God for warm weather, although I know
it is set to be variable. It is a time of variables – lots of things happening which
could bear results that are as yet uncharted. What do you make of our place in the
world at this time? We are still working it out – not least in the lead-up to the
promised referendum on our place vis a vis Europe.
Much thought needs to be given to what kind of society we want to live in. We are
grateful to live in a country where we are free to go out when we like, to practise
our religion, to travel. For all its faults, we are fortunate indeed to have these rights
and privileges. It is every generation’s task to protect these, and to exercise our use
of them with due responsibility and care.
This is the month when we should pray for our young people, many of whom are
taking exams of one sort or another, and having to revise and put in lots of time
with their books and computer screens. It can be a very stressful time for them and
for their families.
Thank you to all who gave so generously to Christian Aid this year and to the earthquake appeal for Nepal.
This month we have some of our congregation going forward to being confirmed.
This year the service is in St. Mary’s, Minster at 7.00 pm on Tuesday 23 rd June. We
pray for them as they take this big step in their lives.
We continue to support the Food Bank in Cliftonville. Do please bring any donations of non-perishable food – preferably in small packets or tins, and leave them in
the box at the back of the church.
Thank you again this year to the Neve family for the splendid plant sale. The result
– the highest yet – is printed in the magazine. A wonderful result!
Thank you also to all those who walked, or who sponsored those who walked, from
Westgate Bay Café to Minnis Bay. This was another good event, organised by the
Friends of St. Saviour’s. It was both enjoyable and had a good financial outcome.
Please note the Summer Fayre is on Saturday 20th June from 10 am – 12 noon. Do
come and check out the stalls before having that welcome cup of tea or coffee before you go. Thank you for all your support for the church here in Westgate.

God bless you - Barbara

COMMEMORATION OF VE DAY 2015
A special mention needs to be made in “The Link” of the Service in St. Saviour's on
the afternoon of Sunday May 10th when national events over a three day period
had culminated in a Service at Westminster Abbey that morning.
Barbara and Andrew Way had compiled with care and much preparation a unique
Service and must be congratulated for doing so; and I trust that the Order of Service will be retained in the church archives. It consisted of Prayers, Hymns, Bible
Readings and moments of quiet reflection, and also brief readings setting the scene
behind the events taking place in London in 1945 itself. These led into BBC actual
recordings of extracts from Winston Churchill's historic broadcast to the nation announcing Germany's unconditional surrender, and from King George VI's broadcast
from Buckingham Palace (“Today we give thanks to Almighty God...”), with cheers
clearly audible in the background from the crowds outside following His, The
Queen's and the two Princesses' appearances on the balcony. The final recording
was of the impromptu speech by Mr Churchill from a Whitehall balcony to the
crowds below when he proclaimed “This is your victory!”, with an accompanying
reading in our church reflecting on the bitter-sweetness of the occasion for the
many people mourning loved ones killed in service or by air raids, and for some
others the sense of a loss of purpose then felt in their lives, to be exacerbated by
the years of hardship and austerity still to come.
An irony of this 70th commemoration was that a few short weeks later in May 1945
Winston Churchill's National Government was soundly defeated in a general election, when only three days earlier this year (2015) another general election had
brought about another, equally unexpected major electoral upset.
The congregation at our Commemoration Service was disappointingly small but I
am sure that those present could not help but feel moved in reflecting on the sacrifices made in the years between 1939 and 1945 and the joy experienced that the
six long years of the War in Europe had come to an end. For all of us in church this
was a very special Service, and there cannot have been many occasions when all
three verses of the National Anthem and “Jerusalem”, both sung to a glorious organ
accompaniment, had been brought together in the same Service, and one during
which we also listened to “Land of Hope and Glory” as sung by the crowds 70 years
ago. From the latter, Barbara in closing reflected on the words “Mother of the
Free” and “God, who made thee mighty, Make thee mightier yet”.
A final word from Ann and me is that Ann's late mother, who had lived and worshipped at St Saviour's for practically all of the War years, often mentioned when
we she spoke of life in Westgate-on-Sea then, of her clear memory of the 1945 VE
Day Service in St Saviour's when every seat had been filled and there was standing
room only.
Alan Clark

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 3rd May

Emily-Rose McKeown

Saturday 9th May

Eryn Nowell

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”
Saturday 2nd May Melissa Lord and Andrew Mason

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Dot, Jenny, Tina, Evelyn, Maureen, Edna, Marie, Jeremy S, Rose, Barry, Charlotte,
Phyll, Mandy, Eric, Tony, Carol and those on the Prayer Board

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”

Churchwardens’ Report
There are two important messages to convey to you this month. The first one is
that we would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for supporting the stewardship campaign and, as promised at the Annual Vestry and Parochial Church
Meeting, to give you a summary of the outcome of this event.
The second one is to explain the position of the churches in the Thanet Deanery and
to advise you of the way forward being considered with the Bishop and Archdeacon.
Stewardship Campaign
Direct Giving Income (annual figures) show an increase of £1,609: the number of
gift aid declarations has increased by 3.
Patterns of Giving (monthly) show an increase of £133: the number has increased
by 5.
Bank Payments (monthly) show an increase of £183: the number has increased by
9.
Donations - we received 5 donations totalling £4,450.
Offers of help – we received 8 new offers of help.
The Conversation Growing through Change
Preface by Bishop Trevor – this positional paper encourages us to face up to the
reality of our situation: every year fewer people are going to church and there is a
need for better leadership – both clergy and lay. This is a programme of consultation and action forward.
Introduction – Bishop Trevor held a series of meetings with clergy from Thanet
Deanery to seek views on the future look of the deanery and how it might develop.
It was clear that it is necessary to plan for changes within the Deanery (renewal).
The Deanery should be seen as a church with the people supporting one another
and looking to move God’s word forward. Discussions were held by area: Broadstairs, Margate, Ramsgate, the Villages.
The Current Situation – the number of licensed clergy will drop from over 9,000 to
below 8,000. We know that congregations are ageing. Some churches are no longer
fit for purpose. There is a severe strain on finance within the deanery. In 2014,
there was a deficit of £140,280 with 8 out of 22 parishes showing a deficit on their
parish share and 2 carrying historical arrears. There was agreement that continuing
as we are is not an option.

Out of Conversational Process
There should be a conversation between the parishes and the Diocese with the
Deanery working to facilitate the discussions and draw together the conclusions.
Thanet Deanery is very large and discussions of possible changes are best held at
the “area level”. With potential retirements of clergy and the present financial
situation in the Deanery the need to have a clear plan has now become urgent. By
March 2016 the new Deanery Mission Plan to be approved by Deanery Synod.
General Ideas for Working Together
There are some issues that every area needs to consider as possible ways of working together:



How can we operate as groups of churches with the strong possibility that
there will be less clergy in the future?



Do we need as many church buildings?



How can we achieve more efficient decision making structures?



Are there ways we can do ministry and mission better together as a Deanery?



Are there ways we can do ministry and mission better together in each of the
Areas?



How do we engage with our ecumenical partners?

How do we help people embrace a culture of change with compassion and determination?
Specific Key Issues for Each Area - Villages



How can clergy work more collaboratively?



How do we reach out to potential new housing developments?



What should be the relationship between St. Saviour’s, Westgate-on-Sea and
Birchington and what stipendiary clergy are needed in those parishes in the longer
term?



Does the model of ministry and mission at Cliffsend and Manston more readily
match that of the villages or churches in Ramsgate?
If you have any comments on this plan, please contact us. We have reached the
Conversational stage.
With love and blessings from Christine and Brenda

News from St Saviour’s Church of England School May 2015 With a sense of relief,
our Assistant Headteacher, John Arnold and I boxed-up this year’s SATs papers for
external marking. The weeks leading up to Year 6 SATs are a period of intense work
by Year 6 students and teachers; the stakes are high as SATs results reflect on the
work of the school as a whole and inform a range of inspection judgements as well
as influencing parental choices of school.
However, once those papers leave the building, and we pause for breath, I tend to
re-focus on the wider curriculum and the enormous range of opportunities available to children at St. Saviour’s Church of England Junior School. As I work today, I
have: listened to an ensemble of glockenspiel players, a peripatetic piano teacher
rehearsing 1:1 with a child, overheard Year 6 practising their end of year production songs in the hall and caught fragments of the Year 4 ‘Spanish Day’ percussion
workshop. These sounds drift along our main corridor and reach my office, they
remind me that not all experiences at primary school can be quantified by a written
test.
Mrs Read, our fantastic music subject leader, is passionate about her subject. A
trained opera singer, having studied at the Italia Conti stage school in London, Mrs
Read is relentless in arranging opportunities and experiences for our children. During our recent Spanish day in Year 4, in addition to their percussion work, children
also got the opportunity to have a session with a professional flamenco dance
teacher.
Children have the chance to learn the clarinet, cornet, guitar, piano, glockenspiel
and violin. Each class also learns the recorder. Several times a year, children get
the opportunity to show off their musical talents during church services and in our
performing arts showcase evening ‘Notes and Nibbles’.
It is not just children who enjoy music in school. Mrs Read leads a school choir but
also a choir for teachers, parents and friends of St. Saviour’s – the Community
Choir; both choirs are often accompanied by our school orchestra.
Many of our teachers, including Mr Hilton and I, come from a musical background;
we value music, both for its own sake and as a way of allowing a broader cross section of children to succeed in school. The music we experience in collective worship lifts our spirits and brings us together as a school community. The whole child
matters at St. Saviour’s and we aim to foster a broad range of skills and interests.
Nick Bonnell, Headteacher
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FROM THE TREASURER
April 2015 Monthly Financial Review
In April RECEIPTS amounted to £5,707.
We received £204 for a funeral and donations totalling £200.
We made PAYMENTS of £7,235.
We paid £2,836 for Quinquennial roof repairs, £557 for the loop system repair and
£186 for the organ repair.
This resulted in an operating DEFICIT of £1,528.

FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND)
The Flower fund stands at £169.

STEWARDSHIP – The Responsibility is Ours

Please refer to the Churchwardens’ Report for the results of the Stewardship
Campaign held in February and March, 2015.
Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer)

Summer Fayre
The Summer Fayre is to be held on Saturday 20 th June 10 am -12 in church. We
need the usual donations of raffle and tombola prizes and also gifts and good bric a
brac for our ladies circle stall. Books will also be needed.
Many thanks for your support and generosity in the past. We look forward to a
successful Summer Fayre. Susan Bennett
Rewards for Attendance
Books have been presented to 8 children at our monthly Family Services
during 2015 in recognition that they have achieved 12 links on their attendance chains on the display boards at the back of the church - one link being
added each time they come to a church service. Congratulations and well
done to Lydia and Elliott, Harry and Charlie, Harry and George, and Ruby
and Lily!

Sponsored Walk in aid of the Friends of St Saviour’s Church
8 of us set off from West Bay Café on 9th May to walk to Minnis Bay. The weather was not too bad despite having the wind in our faces all the way and the
company was very good. The walk took just over an hour at a steady pace and
we returned by car or bus after a reviving cuppa when we reached our destination. Thank you to everyone who sponsored us or gave a donation. Money
passed to our Treasurer when the Committee met on 18 th £240.00 and has since
increased to £320.00.
Christine Attwood

THANK YOU
The Westgate Rainbows and Brownies would like to say a big “THANK YOU”
to everybody who kindly gave them the Active Kids Vouchers from Sainsbury’s. Collecting these vouchers enables us to get some new equipment.
PLANT SALE
A very BIG THANK YOU to all who helped or supported the Plant Sale on
Saturday 23rd May. The grand sum of £892.70 was raised on the day with
a further £57.40 in donations for plants leftover from the sale.

WESTGATE HERITAGE CENTRE
This has been a year of anniversaries and July will be no exception, as the Heritage
Centre will be celebrating the 150th birthday of Westgate-on-Sea, for the first two
houses of what would become the new “Estate” and then the new town were built
at St Mildred’s Bay in 1865. On Saturday 4th July the title of the monthly talk, at
10.30 a.m., is “Why was Westgate built?” I hope the title will be intriguing enough
to attract people to come and find the answer.
On Wednesday 22nd July at 7.30 p.m., the Centre is having one of its
“outside” events. Following on the same theme, there will be “An Evening with
James and Dawn” at The Knot (formerly the Nottingham Castle and one of Westgate’s earliest buildings) at St Mildred’s Bay. James Brazier will show some of his
collection of slides to illustrate my talk on the first Westgatonians, who came to live
here. Tickets are £10 per head, including refreshments and can be obtained from
the Heritage Centre. We hope that it will be a lovely summer evening to encourage
people to walk around the Bay when the talk is finished. Alas, there are few of the
original buildings remaining, but the incomparable view out to sea is the same.
On 30th June St Saviour’s C.E. School celebrates the 20th anniversary of the opening
of the new building in Elm Grove (shown on the front of The Link) by the then Lord
Archbishop of Canterbury, the Rt Revd Dr George Carey on Friday 30th June 1995.
Christine Attwood and I were privileged to be present as churchwardens, although I
was also a Foundation Governor at the time. It was a most wonderful occasion,
which we shall never forget.
On 23rd July St Saviour’s Church celebrates the 131st anniversary of its dedication
and consecration by another Archbishop – the Rt Revd Dr Edward White Benson. It
also celebrates, this year, the 40th anniversary of the dedication of the ring of bells,
which had been installed shortly before. Until then St Saviour’s had only one bell,
as is required by law, to summon the faithful to church. It was very large, weighing
17 cwt, and was dismantled to provide metal for a sixth bell to add to the ring of
five from the redundant Holy Cross Church in Canterbury, which included a rare
Stephen de Norton bell, dating from 14th century. We are grateful to the Revd Stanley Evans, Vicar in 1975, and a keen campanologist, and the Revd David Cawley,
who was Diocesan Adviser on bells at the time, for their achievement in seeing that
St Saviour’s, a Victorian church, could match its medieval neighbours in providing
the sound of bells across. We hope that they will ring out in July to celebrate.
Dr Dawn Crouch

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th
Wednesday of every month from 2-3pm.
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

The deadline for July 2015 “The Link” is Sunday 28th June

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
St Saviour’s Ladies Circle
Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.
Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 .
The Westgate Heritage Centre
SUMMER OPENING Open WEDNESDAY and SATURDAY mornings 10am
to 12 noon There is a talk on the first Saturday of each month at 10.30am.
Saturday 6th June Talk “Thanks for the Memory” - June 1940 , when the people of Thanet faced invasion. The talk will be based entirely on the stories of
those who were there at the time, especially those who were evacuated with
their schools. REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED AFTER THE TALK.
Saturday 4th July Celebrating 150th birthday of the “new town” of
Westgate-on-Sea
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Saturday 20th June 10am to 12noon SUMMER FAYRE in Church

Scripture Union Holiday Club: 25th July – 7th August 2015
The Minnis Bay Annual Mission is for children and teenagers of all ages. Christian teaching is given in a fun way each morning. Different churches in Birchington are used for each age range.
There is also a café for Mums and Toddlers who chat together over a cuppa
and a member of the Scripture Union Team looks after them. The week ends
with a final meeting at All Saints Church, Birchington and each age range
gives a presentation to parents in word and song.
Last year over 600 children and teenagers attended during the fortnight. The
afternoon meetings are held outdoors and parents are invited. They are
happy times. Something special is arranged like a tide fight on the beach,
sand building competition, races and a visit from the ‘Water Board with a
demonstration of their work. The children love it when the hose on their vehicle is turned on and any dash under the water for fun. Always Christian
songs are sung at the end when members of the team with instruments lead
and their choir.
Christians of all ages, and some from abroad, are team members. Accommodation has to be provided. Only a bed for the nights is needed. All food
is provided, including breakfast,at the Mission’s HQ of St. ‘Thomas' Church,
Birchington who give their hall freely for the fortnight. If anyone is able to
offer a bed for either one or both of the weeks, please ring Tessa Hinge
01843 842416 who will be pleased to receive offers. Tessa makes placements and is so glad for offers of a bed during the Scripture Union Holiday
Club. Thelma Franks.
Thanet Bible Week 9th – 12th June 2015 This is held each year when speakers chosen by Thanet Bible Week Committee lead the meetings. St. James
Church, Canterbury Road, Garlinge is the usual venue. Refreshments are
provided. There is a different Chairman for each meeting.Meetings are held
twice daily. They are at lunchtime when those attending bring their lunch
and are provided with a cuppa, listen to the speaker and put forward questions. The remainder are evening meetings at 7.30 p.m. when the speaker is
interviewed, hymns sung and a message on the chosen theme. The meeting are well supported. Church notices appear in due course and this is advance information.I have listened to each speaker ever since I have lived in
Margate and find them well worth hearing. The meetings are enjoyable, especially the singing of hymns in a large congregation and a chat afterwards
with refreshments. Thelma Franks.

