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From the Vicar
Dear friends,
Thank you to all who came or contributed to the Summer Fayre on 20 th June. Between the Church stalls and the Friends’ Stalls, over £700 was raised – a great result.
This is the time of year when hot weather is promised and, as I write, has arrived in
earnest! This is the time when exams are over and the school term is coming to an
end. This is the time when, apart from waiting for results, those who have been
studying hard can take a well-earned break. This also is the time when many of us
will be thinking of taking some time out, to rest or to take stock and to relax a little
for at least a few days, whether at home or away.
We may well feel that it is hard to do that with financial hardships and bad news in
all our newspapers from near and far. Yet it is important to be able to recharge our
batteries and to relieve the pressure of day to day living at least for a little while.
Some of you might like to do that at our Strawberry Tea, coming up on 18 th July –
always a lovely occasion.
To do something to relax can help us find a little peace in our lives, especially if we
are stressed. The prayer of blessing that is often used in Church speaks of “the
peace of God, which passes all understanding”. It is peace of this sort, found
through prayer or through contemplating God through the sunset on an evening on
the beach, that can run deep. It is this kind of peace that can help us keep calm and
to be close to God, even when the most dreadful things occur. It is this kind of
peace that helps us take difficult decisions when the storm of life is at its worst. It is
this kind of peace that can steady us when our emotions are at their most devastating. It is that kind of peace which is a gift of God to any who desire it in the name
of Christ.
Do come to church on the last Saturday on the morning of Saturday 25 th July,
which is the Church’s Birthday weekend. I will be pleased to meet any of you who
care to come between 10 am and 12 noon that day when donations may be given
towards keeping the ministry going and to keep the church well maintained, which
is an expensive business, as many of you will know.
On Sunday 2 6th July there will be a service of Holy Communion at 8 am and at 10.30
am. This will be a celebration and thanksgiving for the 131st birthday of St. Saviour’s Church here in Westgate-on-Sea. You will be very welcome if you would like
to come. The later service will be followed by light refreshments.
Have a wonderful summer.
God bless,

Barbara

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 14th June

Ellie Jade Uttridge

Sunday 21st June

Harley John Karl Ward

Sunday 28th June

Lola Grace Hopper

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Dot, Jenny, Tina, Evelyn, Maureen, Edna, Marie, Stanley, Rose, Barry, Charlotte,
Phyll, Mandy, Eric, Tony, Carol , Gill and those on the Prayer Board

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
Jeremy S

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”

Churchwardens’ Report
Last month we told you about Thanet Deanery’s Positional Paper (The Conversation. Growing Through Change). You may recall that St Saviour’s is in
the area of Thanet known as The Villages and that, as a group, we are being
particularly asked to consider
How can clergy work more collaboratively?
How do we reach out to potential new housing developments?
What should be the relationship between St Saviour’s Westgate-on-Sea
and Birchington and what stipendiary clergy are needed in those
parishes in the longer term?
Does the model of ministry and mission at Cliffsend and Manston more
readily match that of the villages or churches in Ramsgate?
At the May meeting of the PCC, Clare Wheeler and Christine Attwood were
appointed to represent the PCC at meetings to discuss the above. The first
of these meetings is being held on Wednesday 15th July at St Nicholas-atWade. Some of our church family have already given us food for thought. Do
let Clare and Christine know if you have any other comments for them to
take forward.
Brenda attended a meeting of churchwardens on 27th June to hear about the
Area Dean’s Parish Visit over the summer and a chance to network with other wardens in the Deanery. It turns out that our parish visit will be carried out
by the Lay Chair (Mrs. Carole Bean from St Mark’s Ramsgate) on 22 nd August.
As representatives of St Saviour’s to Deanery Synod, we will both be attending the Synod meeting on 9th July when the parish share for the Deanery
from 2016 will be among the items discussed.
We hope to be able to give reports about the discussions on both the positional paper and the parish share at the Open Meeting for our church family
being held on Tuesday 21st July from 7 - 9pm in church. Please make every
effort to attend this meeting and take part in discussions about the way forward for St Saviour’s.
Finally, we would like to draw attention to the revised plans from KCC for a
zebra crossing in Westgate Bay Avenue on the community noticeboard in
the church porch. Thanks to comments submitted by the PCC, members of
the church family and others, the crossing will now be sited between Eaton
Lodge Nursing Home and numbers 83-85 Westgate Bay Avenue. Work is
expected to start soon and to be completed during the school summer holidays.
With love and blessings from Brenda and Christine

News from St Saviour’s Church of England School
On Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday most of our Year 6 went to an activity centre with our School, St. Saviour’s Church of England Junior School.
At Kingswood there was so much to do but it was all tiring. Each activity
lasted about 1 hour and 10 minutes. All the activities were fun and exciting.
The scariest activity had to be the 3G swing. The 3G swing is basically a
larger version of a swing that you get at the park. You had to put your arms
over the metal pole and you have to sit in mid-air, whilst you are clipped on,
then the other children in the group would pull you up until you say stop.
Then the member of staff would say 1 2 3 G and after G you would have to
pull the cord and you’re going back and forth. The team challenge was all
about teamwork and helping each other. Aerial runway (the zip wire) was
where you get clipped on the zip wire and you have to walk of the edge and
then you’re travelling all the way to the bottom. Laser tag was probably the
most active activity in Kingswood because you have to run around a lot trying to shoot people with the laser gun. Nightline is the muddiest activity because you’re blindfolded whilst crawling through an obstacle course. Like I
said before all the activities were fun and exciting but I can’t fit the rest in
this piece of writing.
Harvey Bonny

Year 6

Strawberry Tea and raffle in aid of the Friends of St Saviour’s Church
Saturday 18th July from 3.30pm
Tickets are available from Christine Attwood either after the 10.30 service
on Sunday mornings or when Westgate Heritage Centre is open on
Wednesday and Saturday mornings between 10am and 12noon in church.
Tickets cost £4.00 for adults and £2.50 for children.
This is always a most enjoyable occasion so please book early
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FROM THE TREASURER
May 2015 Monthly Financial Review
In May RECEIPTS amounted to £5,033.
We received £390 Gift Aid Tax Refund, Wedding fees £445, Diocesan fees grant
£263, Christian Aid collection £117 and Unicef collection £129.
We made PAYMENTS of £4,851
We paid £186 for organ tuning and maintenance, £167 for printing and stationery
and sent £246 to the above charities.
This resulted in an operating SURPLUS of £182.

FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND)
The Flower fund stands at £130.

STEWARDSHIP – The Responsibility is Ours
We are grateful to all those who committed to give an additional contribution towards the maintenance, mission and ministry of St. Saviour’s. Thank you.
Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer)

Westgate Heritage Centre by Dr Dawn Crouch
On Saturday 6th June we were delighted to welcome 115 people to our special
event to commemorate the 75th anniversary of the evacuation of the Thanet children to Staffordshire on 2nd June 1940. Amongst our guests were some of those
children, now 75 years older and a little more frail, but still so full of memories,
which they were happy to share with us all. Two young people, Isabel Carter and
Harry Posnett, read some of their stories. They are the same age as many of the
children who set off that Sunday morning in 1940, not knowing where they were
going and often in charge of younger siblings. They carried out their task beautifully
and the audience found it very moving, as it brought home the youth and the vulnerability of those evacuees so long ago. The exhibition on the evacuation will remain in place throughout June and July, when we are open on Wednesdays (except
22nd July) and Saturdays from 10.00 a.m. to 12 noon.
On Saturday 1st August the monthly talk at 10.30 a.m. will be “Westgateon-Sea in 1915”, on how the town had been affected by a year of war. It will not be
on the minutiae of battles, but on the ways in which people’ lives were beginning
to be affected by conflict – we are so fortunate to have so many first-hand descriptions – in the Log Book of St Saviour’s School, in documents relating to St Saviour’s
Church, in the Minute Books of the Parish and Rural District Councils, in the personal diary of an upper-class young lady and in the sad letter of a widow who had
lost everything in the tragedy that was the sinking of the SS Lusitania in May 1915. I
shall draw heavily on those sources, which will need little comment from me, for
they speak for themselves.
We have many interesting visitors to our “pop-in” days – recently they have
included 1954’s “Miss Westgate”, who was married in St Saviour’s Church that very
year and has recently returned to Westgate, possibly to live, after living in Australia
for many years. She shared so many interesting reminiscences with us and it was
good to see her in church for the Holy Eucharist on the following Sunday, when
Barbara and Andrew gave her a warm welcome.

Ladies Circle
Having sampled goodies at Fredericks and the new Beanos recently,
we decided to go further afield for our June meeting. The venue this
time was the garden centre at Ramsgate and we enjoyed a toasted
teacake with a drink before exploring the various goods for sale. Despite looking at the plants, no one bought any. However, those who
bought a colouring book for adults, a pastry brush and bargain shoes
were very pleased with their purchases.
Our next get-together is on Monday 27th July when our destination will
be Canterbury Cathedral to visit The Ancestors - a series of life-size
figures in stained glass representing the Ancestors of Christ, which
date to the 12th and early 13th centuries. No doubt we will also enjoy
some light refreshments before returning home.
At the time of writing, no decision has been made as to when we are
setting out by bus. So if you would like to join us, please have a word
with the Revd. Barbara Way, Jane Pink, Susan Bennett, Clare
Wheeler or Christine Attwood.

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

Wednesday 22nd July St Saviour’s School Graduation Day
Thursday 23rd July St Saviour’s School End of Year Service in
church 9.30am to 10.30am.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th
Wednesday of every month from 2-3pm.
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
St Saviour’s Ladies Circle
Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm. Monday 27th July trip to
The Ancestors Exhibition at Canterbury Cathedral
Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 .
The Westgate Heritage Centre
SUMMER OPENING Open WEDNESDAY and SATURDAY mornings 10am
to 12 noon There is a talk on the first Saturday of each month at 10.30am.
Saturday 4th July 10.30am Talk “Why was Westgate-on-Sea built?”
Saturday 2nd August 10.30am Talk “One year on-Westgate in 1915”
Refreshments available.
THERE WILL BE NO HERITAGE CENTRE WEDNESDAY 22nd JULY
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Thursday 9th July 2pm Women’s World Day of Prayer Cream Tea Afternoon
at St Thomas Church, Minnis Bay. To book your place(s) please call 01843
840878
Saturday 18th July 3.30pm Friends of St Saviour’s Strawberry Tea
Tuesday 21st July 7pm to 9pmOpen Church Meeting. All welcome.
Saturday 25th June 10am to 12noon Church 131st Birthday Coffee Morning
and Gift Day.

Scripture Union Holiday Club: 25th July – 7th August 2015
The Minnis Bay Annual Mission is for children and teenagers of all ages. Christian teaching is given in a fun way each morning. Different churches in Birchington are used for each age range.
There is also a café for Mums and Toddlers who chat together over a cuppa
and a member of the Scripture Union Team looks after them. The week ends
with a final meeting at All Saints Church, Birchington and each age range
gives a presentation to parents in word and song.
Last year over 600 children and teenagers attended during the fortnight. The
afternoon meetings are held outdoors and parents are invited. They are
happy times. Something special is arranged like a tide fight on the beach,
sand building competition, races and a visit from the ‘Water Board with a
demonstration of their work. The children love it when the hose on their vehicle is turned on and any dash under the water for fun. Always Christian
songs are sung at the end when members of the team with instruments lead
and their choir.
Christians of all ages, and some from abroad, are team members. Accommodation has to be provided. Only a bed for the nights is needed. All food
is provided, including breakfast,at the Mission’s HQ of St. ‘Thomas' Church,
Birchington who give their hall freely for the fortnight. If anyone is able to
offer a bed for either one or both of the weeks, please ring Tessa Hinge
01843 842416 who will be pleased to receive offers. Tessa makes placements and is so glad for offers of a bed during the Scripture Union Holiday
Club. Thelma Franks.

Would you please note that on Friday and Saturday,3rd and 4th July, 9.30am
– 4.30pm each day, a group of ringers from the small Town of Kilifi in Kenya
will be coming to St. Saviour’s in Westgate-on-Sea for intensive training in
the art of change-ringing.
Most of the practice will be using the quiet bells,but on Saturday afternoon
between 3.30 and 4.30pm the bells will be rung out loud to mark the end of
their training.
We apologise for any inconvenience this shortperiod of loud ringing may
cause.
Thank you for your cooperation.

