Parish and Community

The
Link
August
2015

The Magazine of
St Saviour’s Parish Church

THE PARISH CHURCH OF
ST SAVIOUR WESTGATE ON SEA
www.stsaviourswestgate.org.uk
The Rev’d Barbara Way
For Baptism, Wedding or Funeral
Telephone 831869
Honorary Assistant
Priests
The Rev’d Gill Lurie
The Rev’d Susan Wing
The Rev’d Andrew Way
The Rev’d Lesley Valiant
Churchwardens
Mrs Brenda Carter Tel 833876 Mrs Christine Attwood Tel 833314
Churchwardens Emeritus
Dr D Crouch

Mr A Dobson

St Saviour’s Church of England Junior School
Elm Grove, Westgate

Telephone 01843 831707

Headteacher Mr N Bonell
Editor “The Link” valdaneve@hotmail.co.uk

From the Vicar
Dear friends,
It was good to see some of you over the weekend of the Church’s 131st
birthday celebration. Thank you to all who gave a donation over that weekend as well.
As I sat on the Saturday in the church and chatted to people over a “cuppa”,
the wind was blowing quite strongly and the clouds were looking ominous.
But the welcome inside was warm, the refreshments were tasty, and the
displays were interesting. There were scones and cheese straws, sausage
rolls and a splendid birthday cake, and other goodies. Amongst the displays
were some wonderful toy soldiers from the past, some books and magazines about dolls houses and embroidery, some old newspapers including
reports from VE Day and from the Duke of York’s wedding, and some Heritage Society displays including one about evacuees. Thank you to all who
contributed to the morning.
On Sunday morning 16th August at 10.30 am, as a part of our Family Communion service, we will be commemorating VJ Day. All are welcome to that
service.
This also is a reminder that the first Sundays in August and September are
Family Service mornings at 10.30 am. There is much for the children to join
in and this gives quite a lot of enjoyment for the adults too. September has
the theme “New Beginnings” and on August 2nd, we will be celebrating summer with “Praise and Thanksgiving”. These services offer a chance to worship in a relaxed atmosphere and to enjoy oneself as well, whatever our age
might be. You will be very welcome.
To worship is a part of the human being; it is a part of who we are. Who or
what we worship varies a lot. It can be a pop star, a way of life, or money,
or power, or a political party, a wonderful house, or many other things. It
can, of course, be the worship of God, which in turn puts all these other
things into a truly loving perspective and can help us make sense of our
lives.
Do come to one of the services and see for yourself and be a part of St Saviour’s 132nd year!
God bless,
Barbara

Churchwardens’ Report
The Gift Day and Service in celebration of St. Saviour’s 131st birthday have taken
place this weekend.
This annual event continues to remind us of the hundreds of people who have enjoyed coming to the church for a variety of reasons over the years. Some of these
people have come to enjoy the fellowship and worship, some have come to celebrate baptisms and weddings and some have come on sad occasions seeking friendship and comfort. In their turn they have all looked after the church and managed
to keep the mission and ministry alive in spite of financial pressures. It is now our
turn to follow in their footsteps and this weekend we have enjoyed the Gift Day
Coffee morning with refreshments and a birthday cake, together with friends of the
Heritage Centre. At the service at 10.30am we were joined by a group of enthusiastic young people from the Scripture Union who are helping to lead a fortnight of
activities in Birchington and on the beach at Minnis bay. Wearing a bright blue Tshirt with a scriptural logo across the front, one of the girls explained that there are
over 100 helpers coming from a variety of locations, including America, to look after
the various age groups.
Nevertheless, as you are aware we too are being challenged to maintain sufficient
income to cover our expenditure which is increasing annually over the next few
years. We are pleased to say that our Gift Day weekend has increased our income
this month by £287.10 for which we are very grateful. Thank you to all those who
came to the church on Gift Day and contributed so generously to the church funds.
The Churchwardens need to keep you all up to date and informed as regards our
position in the Thanet Deanery.
St. Saviour’s is within the Villages group together with Birchington, Acol, St. Thomas’, Minster, St.Nicholas-at-Wade, Chislet, Monkton. Discussions are taking place
between these churches with the objective of 1. Growing collegiality between
churches
2. Growing welcome in our churches
3. Growing new disciples
At the recent Open Meeting for our church family we discussed our position with
regard to the relationship of St. Saviour’s with Birchington, our finances, growth
areas and decreased areas. It is somewhat comforting to hear that “the individual
churches should maintain their own individual identity, but also be able to express
what makes them special”. If you have any thoughts on any of these subjects,
please talk to us about them. They will be very welcome as we must always be
ready to serve our congregation and our community. Thank you for your interest in
the future way forward for St. Saviour’s.

We are looking forward this weekend to the wedding of Steven Hutley and Sarah
Sandwell on Friday, 31st July at 1.30pm and the wedding of Darren Snook and Abbie
Bridson on Saturday 1st August at 2.00pm. We hope the weather will be kind to
both couples and their guests.

We are also looking forward to the arrival of the Westgate-on-Sea Art & Craft
Group on Saturday, 8th August. Please note that there will be a list at the back of
church for the names of volunteers to unlock the church each day at 10.00am and
to close the church at 4pm each week day. Keyholders are required please. Also
please note that there will be no refreshments served during this period of 8 th –
22nd August.

With love and blessings from Christine and Brenda

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 5th July

Miller Huckleberry and Manny Blue Hartwell

Sunday 26th July

Isabelle Anne Davidson

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”
Friday 31st July Sarah Sandwell and Steven Hutley

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Dot, Jenny, Tina, Evelyn, Maureen, Marie, Stanley, Rose, Barry, Charlotte, Phyll,
Mandy, Eric, Tony and those on the Prayer Board

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
Winifred Florence Amy Twyman,

Robert Woolner

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”

St Saviour’s Church of England Junior School remembers those
who lost their lives in World War One
Dedication of the memorial tree on Thursday 9 July 2015
A hazel tree sapling had been given by The Woodland Trust to the school to commemorate those people who lost their lives in WW1. A brass commemorative
plaque had also been commissioned and placed alongside. It is situated in the
quiet woodland area of the school grounds in the midst of a grassed area.
On a bright. sunny and warm morning a short ceremony, attended by two pupils
from each class. two men dressed in the uniform of WW1 soldiers, the Revd Way,
the Chair of Governors Mr Neve, and staff members Mrs Read, Mrs Biggs, Mr
Taylor and Mr Hilton. After an introduction by Mr Bernie Taylor, who had overseen the project, Mr Neve read the inscription on the plaque, followed by Revd
Barbara Way dedicating the memorial in prayer. After this Mr Hilton played the
last post, during which the pupils laid poppies they had made especially for this
occasion.
It was a fitting and sincere ceremony and a perfect sequel to the commemorative
service held in St Saviour’s Church last year, when pupils laid the wreaths they
had made in their class in the memorial chapel.

The inscription reads
The tree was given by The Woodland Trust
It was planted by the children of St Saviour’s Church of England Junior School to
pay tribute to the millions of people who lost their lives in the First World War
1914 – 1918,
We remember the past students of St Saviour’s who gave their lives for us.
For the Fallen
They shall not grow old, as we that are left grow old,
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.
At the going down of the sun and in the morning,
We will remember them.
Laurence Binyon (1914)

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church
Thank you to everyone who supported our strawberry tea on Saturday 18 th July. 44
people sat down to the delicious tea provided by members of our Committee and
we are grateful to Andrew for providing the background music. It was a very happy
afternoon resulting in £266.00 for our funds. This amount included £42.00 from the
raffle and generous donations totalling £48.00.
Christine Attwood
Secretary

Westgate Heritage Centre Dr Dawn Crouch
The Heritage Centre has continued to have a good season with more new members
joining. There was a good attendance at the talk on 4th July on “Why Westgate was
built” and we had a very enjoyable evening on 22 nd July at The Knot when there
was an illustrated talk on how Marsh Bay became St Mildred’s Bay and subsequently developed into one of the most fashionable parts of the new “Wateringplace” of Westgate-on-Sea. Heritage Centre members helped at the Summer Fair
and supported the Friends’ Strawberry Tea and we have had steady numbers of
visitors on our “pop-in” days. Many thanks are due to our devoted team of volunteers.

In September we have two events. On Saturday 5th September at 10.30 a.m.
shall be giving an illustrated talk on the influence of the Ingram family on Westgate
-on-Sea, especially on the built environment. Sir William was responsible for the
building of a number of the town’s best buildings, including the Town Hall. We
hope to have the pleasure of the company of his great-granddaughter, Jacqueline,
that morning.
On Wednesday 9th September at 7.30 p.m. we shall be having the second of
this year’s outside social events, when we shall meet, as we did last year, in the
Council Chamber above the Carlton Cinema to celebrate “Victory and Peace, at
last”. This will be based on the celebrations that were held for Victory in Europe in
May and Victory in Japan in August 1945 with a local emphasis. Douglas Neve is
doing the research and will be the speaker and the family will support him in arranging the evening. I am sure that it will be enjoyed as much as last year’s event.
Tickets, which are limited in number, cost £10 and include refreshments by Frederick’s. They are obtainable at the Heritage Centre.
I am delighted that Douglas is willing to put on another event for us. We
have to look to the future and so give younger members the opportunity to show
what they can do. Douglas is our youngest member and everyone was impressed
last year by his thoroughness and maturity. Other members of the Heritage Centre
are also gaining in confidence in the research that they are undertaking and are
both producing articles for the newsletter and showing a willingness to take on one
of the monthly talks. I enjoy seeing their excitement, as they discover something
new and realise that they are able to contribute something of real and lasting value
to the story of the history of Westgate-on-Sea, for that is what the Heritage Centre
is all about
Do come in and see us sometime – you will be surprised just how much material we
have. And you will always have a warm welcome from our volunteers, whether
they be twenty or eighty, or anything in between!
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FROM THE TREASURER
June 2015 Monthly Financial Review
In June RECEIPTS amounted to £4,343.
We received £1,178 rent and £554 from the Summer Fair.
We made PAYMENTS of £3,344

We paid £435 for gas and electricity.

This resulted in an operating SURPLUS of £999.

FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND)

The Flower fund stands at £130.

Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer)

A peaceful 30 minutes
Chris and I spent the last two weeks of June on holiday on the Isles of Scilly
staying in a self –catering cottage on a flower farm. We were blessed with
wonderful weather and walked miles along the roads and footpaths of St.
Mary’s and some of the ‘off islands’. One of these walks took us to Old
Town and the Old Church of St. Mary the Virgin. Measuring only 25 feet by
31 feet it has no electricity and was much loved by Harold Wilson who is
buried in the churchyard. There had been a much larger Norman church of
which an arch and pillar remains but was reconstructed in the 1660s and
then restored to its present form in 1890. At the same time Augustus Smith,
who laid out the famous Tresco Gardens, landscaped the churchyard. On
this visit to the church we saw a notice about an Epilogue Service at 8.15pm
the coming Sunday evening.

So, after a day of walking the cliff paths and visiting a community garden
near our cottage, we walked the mile or so down to Old Town and along the
footpath around the bay to the church at the far end. A rather tinny bell
summoned the small groups of people walking along the dusty path and up
the churchyard steps to the church. On going inside, we sat quietly lit by
candles and the evening light from the open door with about 30 others listening to the soft music of the harmonium. The only other sound was that
of birds in the trees outside. Once the music stopped and before the minister spoke the silence was intense, nobody moved or coughed. The service
lasted 30 minutes and included a couple of hymns and a reading relating to
Jesus calming the storm and how this related to everyday life. We finished
with ‘God be in my head’ and the Nunc Dimitus and Evening Collect (my favourite prayer) both of which we said from memory as we didn’t have prayer books. At the end of the service the congregation remained quiet for a
few minutes more before moving outside and go our separate ways once
more.
Jose Gibbs
THANET FOODBANK
“Jesus always fed the people, he made sure there was enough to go around. Please
help fill our Thanet Food Bank Box, so the supply for people to be fed can continue. Thank you for any food you can give. Anne & John.

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th
Wednesday of every month from 2-3pm.
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

The deadline for September 2015 “The Link” is Sunday 30th August

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
St Saviour’s Ladies Circle
Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.
Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 .
The Westgate Heritage Centre
SUMMER OPENING Open WEDNESDAY and SATURDAY mornings 10am
to 12 noon There is a talk on the first Saturday of each month at 10.30am.
Saturday 2nd August 10.30am Talk “One year on-Westgate in 1915”
Saturday 5th September 10.30am Talk “The end of an era”
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Monday 10th August to Saturday 22nd August Westgate Art & Craft Group’s
Exhibition in church. See Posters for details of opening.
Sunday 16th August 10.30am Family Communion Commemorating VJ Day

