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A Letter from The Rev’d. Barbara Way Greetings from Westgate Vicarage
From the Vicar
Dear friends,
Welcome to September . A new school term and academic year begins again. We
should give thanks for our local schools and their staff and for the education offered
to our children. Thank you to all the teachers and support staff who work so hard
and many good wishes to all young people starting afresh in a new class or a new
school or college.
Learning is an exciting prospect if we are interested in what we are learning. Have
you noticed that if you know only a little about a subject, it feels like you know most
of it? Yet as soon as you get a bit interested you discover there is more, and the
more questions you ask, the more you realise there is to learn. In fact one of the
things we do learn is what questions to ask, of which we would not even have
thought earlier.
Jesus helped people to grow in faith like this. He would ask questions that would
head straight to the heart of the matter and straight to the place of doubt or concern that a person had. So the realisation that there was a deeper part of themselves being touched meant that a person would either willingly look deeper, or
would feel threatened and would turn away.
Many of us often don’t know what questions to ask about God and about faith. If
we allow ourselves to be challenged at a deep level, and if we are willing then to
ask the difficult and profound questions, we may find that there is more to the life
of faith than we previously thought.
We may find ourselves drawing nearer to a deep and simple truth, rather than a
highly complicated and simplistic jog around the outer rim. Yet we need to expect
to be challenged – love is costly and real hope is always hard. The reward is a real
and living faith bringing with it the peace of heart and mind and spirit, which can
underlie any pain and suffering that we might be going through.
God bless you all, Barbara
Some dates for your diary – more about them in the pages of this magazine.
Saturday 12th September – The Ride and Stride sponsored event. St Saviour’s will
be open to sign people in and out and drinks will be available.
Quiz and Afternoon Tea in Church Saturday 26th September from 3 -5 pm
The Harvest Festival will be held in church on Sunday 4th October with a traditional
Communion service at 8 am and a Family Service at 10.30 am – do come to give
thanks for our plenty and to pray for those who have far less and, if you wish, bring
some produce. That which is non-perishable will go to the Thanet Food Bank, and

the perishable will be given to the local homes for senior citizens.
The Harvest Lunch will be on Saturday 17th October – details within.
There will be a Songs of Praise on Sunday 18th October at 3.30 pm. All welcome.
God bless you all,
Barbara

Church Cleaning
We are planning to have another cleaning blitz in the
Church on Saturday 21st November from 10am-12pm The one we had
in the Spring was very successful thanks to the number of people who
came to help. Please could as many of you who have time, support
us again? I will provide coffee, tea, soft drinks and biscuits. I will also
provide polish; brooms and dustpans are in the Church, all you need
to bring is a duster. Thank you.
Ann Clark
( 01843 831159)

Ladies Circle meeting on Monday 28th September at 2.30pm in Church
for a talk by Chris Whittingham (a retired local pharmacist). All welcome.

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 9th August

Nieve Hazel Minter

Sunday 23rd August

Lily Rose Balcombe

Sunday 30th August

Katie Christine Cook

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”
Saturday 1st August

Abbie Bridson and Darren Snook

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Dot, Jenny, Tina, Evelyn, Maureen, Marie, Stanley, Rose, Barry, Charlotte, Phyll,
Eric, Tony, Angela and those on the Prayer Board

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
James Thomas Wilson,

Brenda Cowderoy

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
Mary

Churchwardens’ Report
August began with a particularly joyful Family Service. We took giving thanks
and praise as our theme and were joined by many visitors (both adults and
children). A small team from Scripture Union also came. As it was the half
way weekend of their time in Birchington and Minnis Bay, they were able to
share their experiences of the first week and the exciting programme to
come. Several birthdays were celebrated during the service and, afterwards,
we had a small party to celebrate Susan Wing’s special birthday. Chris and
Phil kindly provided the wine for the party in celebration of their daughter’s
wedding on the previous Friday.
The mood changed the following Sunday when we commemorated the 70 th
Anniversary of VJ Day and the end of World War 2. The Candelabra given in
memory of Christopher Moor, who died at Gallipoli on 6th August 1915, was
lit and we also remembered the 3 local men who lost their lives in the Far
East during WW2: Francis Shrimpton, Frederick Clark and Henry Hambidge.
Invitations to the service were sent to our ward and town councillors, Westgate and Westbrook Residents Association and to the United Services Club.
Unfortunately, two of our Ward Councillors were unable to attend but we
were pleased to welcome Ward Cllr Bertie Braidwood, Town Cllr Ash Ashbee and Bob Vaughan (representing the United Services Club). After the
church service, the wreaths brought to the Altar by our guests were laid at
the War Memorial in Sea Road during a short ceremony led by the Revd
Barbara Way. Photos of the VJ Commemorations held in Westgate on Sea
can be seen on the next page.
Westgate Art and Craft Group held a successful two-week exhibition in
church during August and volunteers from the Heritage Centre were on hand
for 2 hours each day to talk about the Centre’s displays in the south aisle.
We are very grateful to the key holders for opening and locking the church
each day. Thank you too to the Group for £100 donation given for being able
to use the church building.
We reported last month on discussions about Thanet Deanery’s Positional
Paper (The Conversation. Growing Through Change), which took place at
the Open Meeting held in church during July. The views expressed were
discussed by the PCC at its next meeting and it was decided the PCC
should meet on 7th October to formally consider our response to the following questions: How can clergy work more collaboratively?
What should be the relationship between St Saviour’s Westgate-on-Sea and
Birchington and what stipendiary clergy are needed in those parishes in the
longer term?
We would welcome any thoughts you may have in answer to these questions.
With love and blessings from Brenda and Christine

V J Day 70th Commemorations Westgate On Sea !6th August2015

St Saviour’s Church of England Junior School end of year events at St Saviour’s
Church

It was a delight to welcome the school into church on two consecutive days in July.
Firstly, the Year 6 graduation on 22 July. Thankfully, it was a warm and sunny day
when the year 6 pupils gathered outside the west door, ready to walk the full
length of the nave to receive their graduation certificate from the headteacher Mr
Bonell. Unsurprisingly, there were a few nervous faces as they were each applauded by the 200 or so parents and friends who had come to support them. Once all
the children had received their certificate, the Chair of Governors, Mr Neve, congratulated each and every pupil for the many achievements they had accomplished
during their four years at the school of which they could be justifiably proud.
There followed a reading from ‘The full stop day’ and some reflections of their time
at St Saviour’s by children who had not had the courage to read in church before.
Next came the presentation of cups for Academic Achievement, Endeavour, Creative Arts, ‘All Rounder’ and the Barbara Braidwood Citizen Cup.
After a few prayers from pupils, Revd Barbara concluded with a prayer and blessing.
The next day on 23 July, the whole school came to celebrate the end of year. Between readings each year group sang a song they had learned. There were also
songs by the school choir and a magnificent rendition of a Spanish song sung in
Spanish. The Community Choir swelled in numbers by every member of staff present, gave a lively performance. It is hoped that the choir will soon be able to purchase an outfit for all it’s members. The retiring collection offered to St Saviour’s
Church was donated to the Community Choir to help meet the costs involved.
A modern ‘Youth Bible’ purchased by the school, together with a bookmark provided by the Church, was presented to every year 6 pupil by the Revd Barbara, before
wishing them all good luck in their new school and finishing with a closing prayer.
Two very enjoyable events, well supported by parents and friends and obviously
appreciated by the pupils themselves.

ANNUAL GROUNDS CLEARANCE OCTOBER 2015
The time of year is approaching for the annual trimming and
tidying up the church grounds on the Ivanhoe, Westgate Bay
Avenue and St Mildred's Road sides of the church. This notice is to allow dates to be reserved in diaries in plenty of
time.
As we know from previous years we have to allow leeway for
bad weather, so this time would you please reserve the following three mornings which should allow two of them to be
suitable for the work to be done:Saturday October 10th
Saturday October 24th
Saturday October 31st
All for a start at 10am sharp and finishing at noon with the
usual break for tea/coffee and biscuits half way through.
The nature of the work is adaptable for volunteers of all ages
and capabilities. PLEASE come along and assist the usual
small band of helpers if you can.
Don't hesitate to contact me if you need any further information.
Alan Clark
(01843 8311590)

Westgate Heritage Centre by Dr Dawn Crouch
The busy summer season is now over and the autumn programme about to begin,
although we still have the event in the Council Chamber of the Town Hall Buildings
to look forward to, on Wednesday 9th September at 7.30 p.m. Douglas Neve has
put together for us the story of how Westgate celebrated “Victory at Last” He is
covering the events between May 8th 1945, VE Day, and August 15th 1945, VJ Day
and is enjoying researching in local newspapers and amongst other documents.
Tickets cost £10 from Christine Attwood. They include refreshments by Frederick’s. I think that the whole Neve family will be having a hand in the preparations.
There are still some tickets left. Why not come along and support Douglas? Our
young people need encouragement. Those who attended last years’ event thoroughly enjoyed it and were, at the same time, deeply moved.
The first event of the autumn will be the meeting on Saturday 3 rd October
at 10.30 a.m., when John Naden, who was a young Police Constable in 1973, will
reminisce about the night of September 20th that year, when parts of Westgate
were under deep flood water and when a lady living in Victoria Avenue was
drowned. There will be many among you who remember that event and we would
warmly welcome you, as we would like to build up the story. We would also welcome any pictures you might have. The one shown here was given by the late Rand
Austen, who was, himself, involved in the rescue.
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FROM THE TREASURER
July 2015 Monthly Financial Review
In July RECEIPTS amounted to £4,445.
We received £326 for funerals, £890 for 2 weddings, £352 for Heritage Centre
heating and £287 for Gift Day.
We made PAYMENTS of £4,786
We paid £185 for 2 oil-filled candles, £320 for a gas meter cupboard and we
transferred £1178 (rent from house) into the Deposit Account.
This resulted in an operating DEFICIT of £341.

FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND)
The Flower fund stands at £130.

Brenda Carter (Hon. Treasurer)

Brenda Cowderoy 1925- 2015 It is with great sadness that I write of the death of
Brenda Cowderoy, who was a great personal friend to me, but also to St Saviour’s
Church. She will not be known to all of you, but her importance in the life of St Saviour’s, especially in that of the Friends, must be recognised.
Brenda was born and brought up in Surrey, went to St Hugh’s College Oxford, where she read history and then was called to the Bar. She became a legal
adviser to the John Lewis partnership to whom she remained loyal for all her life,
but then, in line with her deep Christian principles, became General Secretary to,
first, the Young Women’s Christian Association and then to the Girls’ Friendly Society. Both were global organisations throughout the Christian world and her work led
her to travel extensively.
When her father died, she and her mother moved to Rossetti Road in Birchington and Brenda commuted by train to London for many years. For some reason,
her mother liked Westgate-on-Sea – I think that she became a member of the Art
Group and met such stalwart pillars of St Saviour’s as the late Joan Bury and Jean
Burton-Brown – and thus Brenda and her mother became regular members of the 8
o’clock Holy Communion Service. When Mrs Cowderoy could no longer attend,
Brenda continued to do so for many years, until, eventually, she found the early
morning journey in the winter a cause of anxiety to her mother. She found a new
spiritual home at St Thomas at Minnis Bay, where her funeral was held on 21 st August. She never forgot St Saviour’s, however,
In 1990, when the Revd Stanley Evans put forward the idea of forming the
Friends of St Saviour’s it was to Brenda that he turned for legal advice. She drew up
a Constitution to present to the Charity Commissioners, which was accepted immediately, without modifications – a rare event. The Trustees of the Friends know exactly what are their responsibilities, what they can and what they cannot do – that
actually makes it easier for them and may be why there has never been difficulty in
finding suitable people. Churchwardens and Treasurers know exactly what they can
ask for, as grants, and so it leads to an amicable relationship between the PCC and
the Friends, which does not exist everywhere.
Brenda became the first Secretary to the Friends and then Chairman, an
office she held for many years. Then, when it became less easy to leave her mother
(who reached the formidable age of 101) to attend meetings, she became a Trustee. She always took an interest in what was going on and was a most generous
supporter of all their activities.
Brenda also supported the formation of the Heritage centre – when I was
about to set it up I was bemoaning the fact that we had only one display board (a
gift from the late Ken O’Toole). Briskly, she asked me how much I needed and told
me to order it immediately.

Like me, Brenda was a great supporter of equal opportunities. She believed passionately in the ordination of Women within the Church of England. On 23 rd June
2002, when St Saviour’s broke with all its traditions and welcomed our beloved
Gillian Lurie as the celebrant at the 10.30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Brenda forsook St
Thomas and came to add her support. Like me, we both were so happy that we
had lived long enough to see such an event.
Brenda loved singing in the choir at St Thomas until she became too frail. I
pray that she is now upon another shore and singing in a brighter light for the Lord
who she served so well on earth.
Dawn Crouch

Bernda Cowderoy (right) on her 80th birthday, with her friend Rita Wilson,
who stepped into the breach left by the sudden death of Bernard Woolley, to
act as Treasurer for the Friends for some time

I thought I should take this opportunity to thank all my brothers and sisters at St
Saviours for their continued support of the food bank, and to tell you a true story
that may reinforce the importance of this valuable work.
The other day I met a gentleman who was living on the streets. He had come to
this country as a victim of modern-day slavery, yes a slave working not too far from
where we live. We hear on the news that slavery is part of our society now, and it
is too perhaps hard to grasp that, though it was abolished over a century ago, it still
flourishes. But today in Kent we have slaves. This gentleman was abused and beaten by his captors, but managed to escape. Unfortunately as a result of his awful
treatment, he suffered a head injury, and then a stroke, which meant that he could
no longer work. He is unable to obtain benefits, because the law states that a person needs to be working for five years before being entitled to receive help, and he
had not managed to do this, for the reasons I have already explained. Thus he is
unable to live as we live, he is unable to put a roof over his head, because he has no
money for rent, utility bills or even food. The stroke has affected his ability to speak
English, which is his second language, and he refused to ‘sofa-surf’, because the
people who offered him this hospitality took drugs and drank, both of which he
does not do. He spends his time sitting quietly in a corner of shops, and his only
saving grace is the ability to obtain food from the food bank, soup kitchens, and
from the kindness of strangers.
So on behalf of him and others in similar situations, he would like to say thank you
to those who take time to say hello, those who treat him with some dignity, listening to his story, but more importantly, those people who by giving food, enable him
to survive.
I would like to ask those of you reading this, to pray for our brothers and sisters,
still in slavery, to pray for those living on the streets, to pray for the continued work
of the food bank; but I would also ask that we give thanks to our Lord for allowing
stories to be shared, in the hope that things will change in the future.
In God’s Blessing
ANON.

THE WORLD IS MINE - Author Unknown
>
Today, upon a bus, I saw a very beautiful woman
>
and wished I were as beautiful.
>
When suddenly she rose to leave,
>
I saw her hobble down the aisle.
>
She had one leg and used a crutch.
>
But as she passed, she passed a smile.
>
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine.
>
I have two legs; the world is mine.
>
>
I stopped to buy some candy.
>
The lad who sold it had such charm.
>
I talked with him, he seemed so glad.
>
If I were late, it'd do no harm.
>
And as I left, he said to me,
>
"I thank you, you've been so kind.
>
It's nice to talk with folks like you.
>
You see," he said, "I'm blind."
>
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine.
>
I have two eyes; the world is mine.
>
>
Later while walking down the street,
>
I saw a child I knew.
>
He stood and watched the others play,
>
but he did not know what to do.
>
I stopped a moment and then I said,
>
Why don't you join them dear?"
>
He looked ahead without a word.
>
I forgot, he couldn't hear.
>
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine.
>
I have two ears; the world is mine.
>
>
>
With feet to take me where I'd go..
>
With eyes to see the sunset's glow.
>
With ears to hear what I'd know.
>
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine.
>
I've been blessed indeed, the world is mine.

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th
Wednesday of every month from 2-3pm.
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

The deadline for October 2015 “The Link” is Sunday 27th September

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
St Saviour’s Ladies Circle
Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.
Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 .
The Westgate Heritage Centre
WINTER OPENING Open the FIRST SATURDAY morning of each month
10am to 12 noon There is a talk at 10.30am.
Saturday 5th September 10.30am Talk “The end of an era”
Saturday 3rd October 10.30am Talk
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Saturday 12th September 10am to 6pm Friends of Kent Churches Sponsored
Ride and Stride
Friday 25th September2.30pm to 5pm MacMillan Coffee Afternoon by Heritage Centre Volunteers in St Saviour’s Church
Saturday 26th September 3pm to 5pm Quiz and Afternoon Tea in St Saviour’s
Church

