Parish and Community

The
Link
December

2015

The Magazine of
St Saviour’s Parish Church

THE PARISH CHURCH OF
ST SAVIOUR WESTGATE ON SEA
www.stsaviourswestgate.org.uk
The Rev’d Barbara Way
For Baptism, Wedding or Funeral
Telephone 831869
Honorary Assistant Priests
The Rev’d Gill Lurie
The Rev’d Susan Wing
The Rev’d Andrew Way
The Rev’d Lesley Valiant
Churchwardens
Mrs Brenda Carter Tel 833876 Mrs Christine Attwood Tel 833314
Churchwardens Emeritus
Dr D Crouch

Mr A Dobson

St Saviour’s Church of England Junior School
Elm Grove, Westgate

Telephone 01843 831707

Headteacher Mr N Bonell
Editor “The Link” valdaneve@hotmail.co.uk

About Oasis Domestic Abuse Service Founded in 1994, Oasis is a registered
charity providing practical and emotional support and information to those
affected by domestic abuse via community, youth intervention and refuge services. Our objective is to support and empower families who are victims of domestic abuse.
“I have gone from walking on eggshells to stepping on stones.” Sarah* Oasis community client
Oasis supports some of the most high risk victims of domestic abuse across East
Kent. Oasis has a proven track record of providing excellent support to those
experiencing domestic abuse and really puts the victims at the heart of our support services.
One in four women in the UK will experience domestic abuse in their
life time.
We take a whole family approach to support recovery and early intervention
and engage effectively with families affected by domestic abuse and associated issues. In 2013/14 Oasis IDVAs provided 1856 high risk victims in the
Kent community with specialist safety planning and support. In addition our
refuge housed 26 families, including 22 children.
“I truly believe that without this support my mum would be dead today”
Former child resident of Oasis women’s refuge
Oasis prides its self on the holistic support we offer those we help. One to one
support provides women and children the opportunity to unpick their previous experiences and encourages them to rebuild their lives. We aim to provide as much support as that individual needs from one to one support to
group working.
‘It made me who I am again, gave me back my strength’ – Oasis refuge resident
Oasis Domestic Abuse Service works across Thanet and East Kent, empowering people to move forward towards a positive future free from abuse, because love shouldn’t hurt. Find out more: Website: www.oasisdaservice.org
Twitter: @OasisDAservice
Facebook: Oasis Domestic Abuse Service
Or contact us by email at: fundraise@oasisdaservice.org

From the Parish Priest
Dear friends
The lead-up to Christmas feels somehow a bit different this Advent season. As I
write it is still the end of November and it feels more sober and less certain. There
are more tensions around for sure, and we know that many people are having a
really hard time, and that we are discussing the possibility of war yet again, but
with a kind of deep intent, that is growing in energy and in size, as people try and
come to terms with the threats to us and to the rest of Europe, as well as so many
other places in the world.
We do not know which way things will go; we do know that life is not going to be
easy, even for us here in the UK, where we have in many ways been protected up
to now.
This Christmas is perhaps more relevant than ever – both for the joy it can give
families and children, but also for the amazing discovery of the deep joy that can
sustain us, even as personal hardship, violence and political upset, touch many of
us, more than we, as a society, have known for a long time.
Christmas is for children, but not just for children; it is a time of a deep hope from
apparently small and unlikely events. Jesus after all was born to a young girl, Mary,
an unmarried mother, looked after by the man to whom she was betrothed, Joseph. They were part of a national registration imposed by the invading power of
Rome, away from home and without immediate shelter. Later they became refugees, fleeing into Egypt, as the life of all young boys were under threat by the local
under-king Herod, who was concerned for his own threatened power.
Does this ring any bells? History does not repeat itself exactly, but there is much to
learn from the past – both the distant and the recent past.
It is worth remembering that from all the hardships and the distress, there were
the humble shepherds and the wealthy strangers who recognised a special baby
and brought gifts and affirmation. There were angels bridging the mundane and
the heavenly, promising peace on earth and good will to all people. Perhaps these
are to be found then as now, within the angst and the horror, within the struggles
of so many people, as somehow we occasionally glimpse the joys of heaven and
feel an occasional moment of a deep peace within our soul – not least when we see
a new-born infant, or witness a kindly act, or notice something beautiful. These are
the deep truths of our world, when we “hush the noise”, as the Christmas carol
says, “and hear the angels sing”.
This month at our family service on 6th December at 10.30 am, we are asking you
and anyone you can ask, to bring toys - new or in very good condition please - for
us to then send to “Oasis” the Thanet refuge. The toys will be for the children who
live there or have connections with them. Last year you were so generous and

many toys were given, so please give generously to this appeal; the toys you bring
do make a difference. The request is for the toys to be unwrapped, in good condition, and not mock violent toys like toy guns etc. Thank you again in anticipation.
This year, as in previous years, we will give the collection taken at the Christmas Eve
– 4.00 pm - Christingle and Crib service to The Children’s Society.
Do come to any of our services this Christmas – details are all in this magazine. For
the last couple of years, the Carol Service was brilliant and we are having another
on the afternoon of Sunday 13th December at 3.30 pm, with well-known carols for
all to sing and including special contributions from St Saviour’s School Choir, the
Community Choir and St Saviour’s Church ad hoc Singers.
The Midnight Communion starting at 11.30 pm is always special and very moving;
the service on Christmas morning at 10.30 am is a wonderful beginning for the day
itself.
So do come and worship here this Christmas, and may something of the message of
the deep joy of Christ touch your hearts this year.
God bless you and yours this Christmas - Barbara
ECUMENICAL PILGRIMAGE TO BRUGES FOR THE ASCENSION DAY PROCESSION 3-6 May
2016.Bruges is world famous for its celebration of Our Lord’s Ascension in which there are
special services climaxing with a huge procession of Bible Scenes and the relic of the Holy
Blood. The Pilgrimage is organised by the PAX TRAVEL ecumenical company and will be led
by the Revd.David Chance and Mrs.Andrea Chance. The cost is £499 which includes rail travel
from London and Kent; transfers; 3 nights B&B n bedded en suite at the central Hotel Jacobs;
special seats for the Procession; canal boat ride; and a guided walking tour. David and Andrea have been several times and will be able to show museums, eateries and places for
prayer. The people of Bruges take Christianity very seriously. Every Ascension Day they stop
work and dress in Biblical costumes to dramatically re-enact the story of salvation from Adam and Eve to Jesus. The story is told as the procession winds its way for several hours
through the medieval streets which are filled with flocks of animals, dancing children and
young people. After the scenes of the first Pentecost there appears the story of the medieval
knights bringing home relics of Jesus.This is followed by tableaux of current scenes of Christian hope. Finally church leaders take it in turn to carry the holy relics that have made
Bruges world famous. The whole experience is a great encouragement to those of Christian
faith and a great entertainment for all.
Brochures from David & Andrea, 3 Norman Road, Westgate, CT88RR, 07821627662,
or from Pax Travel, 57-59 Rochester Place, London, NW1 9JU, 0207 485 3003.
COME AND JOIN US !

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 22nd November

Melissa Nicole Jackson

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”
Saturday 22nd November

Leigh Emma Page and Bertie James Braidwood

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Dot, Jenny, Tina, Evelyn, Maureen, Marie, Stanley, Rose, Barry, Charlotte, Phyll,
Eric, Tony, Angela, Margaret, Jenny H, Len and those on the Prayer Board

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
Joyce Rose Emily Cuthbert,

Bill,

Charlie Richardson

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
Jeremy Davies,

Kathleen Farmer,

Bernard Aldis

Churchwardens’ Report
Since our last report in November our time has been spent enjoying the
special events of the season interspersed with important meetings about
the future of St. Saviour’s.
The Songs of Praise in October was enjoyed by a small (20+) but enthusiastic congregation from all walks of life. All those who chose their favourite
hymns were well rewarded by the whole service coordinated by Revd Barbara Way.
November 1st was the time for the All Souls Service when the Church
throughout the world commemorates the Faithful Departed. We remembered before God those who have died recently and those who died some
time ago. Candles were lit in memory of a loved one. Following the service
there was a time of fellowship and refreshments enjoyed by many.
Our Remembrance Sunday Service was very well attended by members of
the congregation and a variety of Groups and Associations, all of whom
joined the Parade to the War Memorial for a short service of Remembrance at 12 noon led by the Leaders of the three Westgate-on-Sea churches. Afterwards refreshments were kindly served at the United Reformed
Church. The church collection of £241.91 was sent to the British Legion at
Maurice House, Broadstairs.
On Armistice Day, St. Saviour’s was open for a time of quiet and the two
minutes’ silence in memory of the fallen in times of war. We were especially pleased to welcome on this occasion members of the choir of St. Saviour’s C.E. Junior School and staff, who joined with us in the time of quiet
and in the two minutes’ silence and stayed to sing a song they had learned
for Remembrancetide. Afterwards they lit candles and looked at the Memorial Boards commemorating the fallen.
We thank all those who joined in on the two grounds’ clearance days and
Graham and Alan for planting the replacement of the original Scots Pine
and the memorial Magnolia Tree in memory of Doreen Ranson.
We thank also all those who arrived on an exceptionally windy day to give
the church a “Blitz Clean”.
This was just right for the wedding of Bertie Braidwood and Leigh Page
which took place at 2 pm that same windy afternoon.

Now to those important meetings: The first one mentioned by Christine
last month was one held by the Mission and Ministry Committee of the
Deanery where the forthcoming vacancy at St. Saviour’s was discussed. The
MMC said: “We agreed that the current 0.2 post appears to be a financially
viable option. The MMC agreed that St. Saviour’s would probably be better
aligned with Birchington, Acol, St Mildred and Minnis Bay, St. Thomas, as
outlined in the Deanery Plan (since the Wantsum Group already has a large
number of villages).”
It was agreed at our meeting with the Archdeacon that Revd I.Andrew Jacobson would attend a PCC meeting in November or December to discuss
the forthcoming vacancy. This meeting will take place on Thursday, 3rd December in church.
As regards the meeting of the Villages Group of the Deanery, this took
place at St. Thomas’ church on 4th November, 2015. Barbara, Christine and
I attended this meeting along with other representatives of the Villages
Group (all Groups were represented), including the two facilitators who
have been attending all other Deanery Group meetings. At this meeting
every group presented a summary of the details given by each parish regarding all aspects of Parish life. Richard Braddy summarised the position
we are at: had met twice (plus a barbecue) and were in the early stages of
discussion and getting to know each other.
a range of options were being explored and the experiences of incumbents who led other “models” in the Diocese were being sought.
balanced careful steps were being taken to engage and consult with
everyone that had to be brought into the renewal process; this
would take time but rushing it would be counter-productive and
only harden any opposition and lose goodwill.
the meetings so far had shown considerable willingness to reaching
workable solutions to build churches for our future generations
offering the services and atmosphere they wanted, needed and
would thrive in.
The next meeting of this Villages Group is on Wednesday 27th January,
2016. (tbc) and the next meeting of the PCC will be decided at our PCC
meeting on Thursday, 3rd December, 2015. With love and best wishes for a
Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year . From Christine and Brenda

Church Cleaning
I woke up to a gale from the north sea and heavy rain on Saturday November
21st ; the day chosen for a big clean of the Church.
Alan and I drove up to the Church with polish, buckets, coffee, tea milk, biscuits
and old cloths at 9.30am; when we opened the front door all the leaves blew in
from the porch!
As we were deciding how much cleaning we could do ourselves, in walked Clare
( and leaves) she set to work in the Choir stalls. She was quickly followed by Gary,
Nikki, Valerie, Ruby and Lily. who started tackling the Pews and kneelers and overhead lights. In quick succession, Christine B. Corrie, Shirley, Lorna, Joy,
Sue Bennett, Barbara (who had a wedding later) and Valda and Graham came in
each with clouds of leaves. They did whatever task was alloted to them cheerfully,
and some like Graham discovered some surfaces had to be swept and wiped at
least three times due to the wind.
The Church is clean again, and we three regular cleaners cannot thank you all
enough for your support on such a wet and windy day.
Ann Clark.
JEWELLERY.
I wish to thank everyone who has gifted items to the Friends Jewellery Stalll for the
Summer and Christmas Fayres over the years. Without the amount of stock that I
receive form you all, the popularity of the stall would not be so great.
So to keep this interest peaking PLEASE LOOK OUT AY UNWANTED JEWELLERY,
Put it to good use by latting “THE FRIENDS” have it and move it on.
My grateful THANKS once again and a Happy Christmas to you All. Joy Palmer
This belated note of appreciation is for Philip Joiner who has done such a
wonderful task on our Church porch railings. Those of us who use the railing
to assist walking will enjoy the use of the black smooth rail instead of a harsh
uneven one. It is perfectly done and a credit to Philip for sanding it down
and painting it so beautifully. It has enhanced the look of the Church
porch. Thank you Philip. Thelma Franks

With Love and Best Wishes for a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year,
Clare
Greetings to everyone this Christmas and A Happy New Year to you all.
Joy and Len Palmer
Susan Wing thanks everyone for their support and wishes all a Blessed Christmas
and New year.
Wishing you a Happy, Holy and Blessed Christmas, love from Gill and Jean.
Wishing you all a Happy Christmas and Peaceful New Year, from Beryl.
Wishing all the members of Church a Very Happy Christmas and all my Best Wishes
for a Great New Year. And Thank You for all kindness shown to me over the last
year, from Edna.
Wishing everyone a very Merry Christmas and a Peaceful New Year, from Susan
and Tony Bennett.
A very Happy and Peaceful Christmastide to everyone and all Good Wishes for the
New Year from The Neve Family.
Brenda wishes you all a Happy Christmas and a Peaceful and Prosperous New Year.

News from St Saviour’s Church of England School

The events of the terrorist attacks in Paris have been felt by members of the St.
Saviour’s community as they have across the world. The fear of further attacks
on Britain has called into question a planned trip to the Tower of London. I have
taken the decision to go ahead with the trip but understand the concerns of parents who do not wish their children to travel to London. Schools around the
country will, no doubt, face similar, difficult decisions. As with the IRA threat between 1972 and 2001, this period of threat looks set to last for a generation and
everyone will be forced to make choices which balance the fear of attack against
the desire to carry on life as normal.
As someone who trained as a teacher in central London, I feel sorry for the
schools and other institutions who face this dilemma every working day. One
issue which links schools in Thanet with our counterparts in London is the desire
to give children the facts about the current conflict without terrifying them.
Schools have an important role to play in community cohesion, we seek to help
children understand other religions and cultures; we know that bigotry is best
fought with knowledge. Sitting alongside this role, is the duty of schools to identify and report individuals at risk of radicalisation as part of the government’s
‘Prevent’ strategy. The two duties seem at odds but do not have to be. A school
can be vigilant but also provide information to children and parents to promote
understanding and tolerance. Schools should be confident enough to condemn
and reject the absurdity of ultra-conservative, Salafist Islam whilst also arguing
that this branch of the religion does not represent the vast majority of Muslims.
The more children are taught about Christianity and other religions, the more
they will understand the shared values between them.
Good quality Religious Education and collective worship are central to children’s
lives at St. Saviour’s. Our religion informs our school values, it dictates the way
we expect children to treat each other. We teach children to respect themselves
and others, to tolerate difference and to celebrate diversity – these are British as
well as Christian values.
Nick Bonell Headteacher
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FROM THE TREASURER
October 2015 Monthly Financial Review
In October RECEIPTS amounted to £6,194
We received £382 for 2 funerals and personal donations amounting to £3,067.

We made PAYMENTS of £5,303.

We paid £723 for the essential call-out fee for the gas boiler, £300 for fees assigned to the Diocese, and £2,000 to the deposit fund.

This resulted in an operating SURPLUS of £891.

FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND)
The Flower fund stands at £118.

Brenda Carter (Treasurer)

Westgate Heritage Centre It was a good summer for the Heritage Centre with excellent attendances at all the monthly talks on varied subjects and this was followed
in October with a most interesting talk by John Naden and a friend on the Westgate
Floods of September 1973. Both were young police constables at that time and they
certainly had a tale to tell. It also evoked a good response, both in the Isle of Thanet
Gazette and to the Heritage Centre from others, who remember that dreadful night
very well. We have now been able to build up a fuller picture based on eye-witness
accounts and reports in the local press. These have been added to our 1970s file. It
is so good that people are prepared to share their memories with us and thus have
a stake in Westgate’s history themselves.
In November we had a very moving morning of Remembrance. This year
there were two anniversaries that had to be commemorated – the centenary of the
Battle of Loos, about which I wrote in last month’s Link and the 75 th anniversary of
the end of the Second World War. It was pleasing to see so many there, including
some whose memories were personal. The book of personal stories that were told
to me over the summer has now been completed and there is a bound copy available in the Heritage Centre. It now completes the set of three that was started in
2005, continued in 2010 and now finished in 2015. Several people took part in the
event on 7th November and we were so pleased that the Revd Barbara Way was
able to be with us and finish the commemoration in an appropriate manner, which
included the lighting of the Easter candle, a sign of sure and certain hope for many
in this present time of darkness.
We now move on into the winter programme proper – cold, dark days,
which we hope to lighten up a bit at our monthly meetings. These will now be taken
over mainly by the members of the Heritage Centre, who have the opportunity to
share their research and findings with us all. This has been made much easier by
our now having the projector and its necessary accessories, provided with the Heritage Lottery Fund grant.
In December Dr Graham and Mrs Field will trace the story of a postcard
sent form Westgate in 1911 in an illustrated talk. In January Sally Whitworth, our
newsletter editor, will share her research into a family closed linked with her family
and very active in the Westgate/Garlinge area, the Hucksteps. In February James
Brazier will give an illustrated talk on the Faversham Munitions’ Explosion of April
1916, in which Thomas Randall, a Westgate man and a member of the St John Ambulance Brigade, lost his life. The Centre hopes to make its first “historic” excursion
in April to Faversham to see the exhibition put on to commemorate it and other
sites connected with the Gunpowder and Munitions industries in Faversham
Come along to share any of these events. Our membership is growing rapidly, but visitors are always welcome as a “one-off”. Dr Dawn Crouch

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)
Tuesday 15th December 7pm St Saviour’s School Carol Concert.
Thursday !7th December 9.30am St Saviour’s S chool Carol Service.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th
Wednesday of every month from 2-3pm.

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.
The deadline for January 2016 “The Link” is Sunday 3rd January 2016

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
St Saviour’s Ladies Circle
Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.
Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 . The Thursday Bible Study Group – this term ends with HC on 17
Dec and reconvenes on 14 Jan. We are still in Luke.
The Westgate Heritage Centre
WINTER OPENING Open the FIRST SATURDAY morning of each month
10am to 12 noon There is a talk at 10.30am.
Saturday 5th December 10.30am Talk The Story Of A Postcard
*PLEASE TAKE NOTE OF JANUARY 2016 DATE
SATURDAY 9th JANUARY 10.30am Talk A LOCAL FAMILY
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring Susan Bennett on 01843 831079
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY Friday 4th ,11th &18th December 11.45am to
1pm Church open for refreshments.
Sunday 6th December 10.30am Family Service with toys for Oasis.
Sunday 13th December 3.30pm Carol Service & Lessons
Thursday 24th December 4pm Crib Service with Christingles.
11.30pm Midnight Service
Friday 25th December 10.30am Family Communion with Carols.

TRASH & TREASURE SALE
SATURDAY
6th February
2016
9.30 - 12 noon
St. Nicholas-at-Wade Church
You may find just what you are looking for!
China Glass, Books, Jewellery, Antiques, small
furniture etc. etc. You name it, we might have
it.
Tea & Coffee available
All proceeds towards the maintenance of this
Church
Please help us to preserve our beautiful village
Church.

