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St Saviour’s letter for February 2016
This time of year tends to be rather dark. Although the sun is on its way
back, the skies are still grim and the weather wet. On top of that the bills of Christmas sit awaiting payment. Further we have said goodbye to our much loved priest
Barbara and her husband, Andrew. Thank you for your ministry and may God bless
you both as you move forward in your pilgrim journey. Nevertheless, there is the
return of birdsong, bulbs appearing from the ground and the promise of better and
brighter times to come. Indeed my first daffodil opened its head to the world on
New Year’s Day. For the Christian that promise of something new, light on the horizon has come with Christ and the message of his ministry will gain pace as we move
toward Easter. Then is the Good News of the Gospel fully revealed as the light of
the world is seen fully as the Son of God – our Saviour and Redeemer.
Although in historic time his ministry was 2000 years ago, yet it goes on
reaching out to you and me today. God is still at work reaching out to us, offering us
forgiveness of our sins and a way to live that offers us his best for us. There is no
end to his love and his grace towards us and his desire to be in relationship with us.
We are the ones who turn our backs and keep ourselves out in the cold. We are the
ones who do not allow ourselves to hope and thus look at the starkness of nothing
after death. As Christians we are often guilty of turning aside or of straying away
from the way that Jesus has shown to us. The Good News is, of course, for everyone
to find and experience – it is not restricted to the current worshipping Christians.
Lent begins on 10th February and the six weeks until Easter afford us time
to do some housework as Christians. Lent is very much the season for a spiritual
spring-clean. It is a time to unload guilt and receive forgiveness, to freshen up our
religious habits, and to renew our dedication to the service of God. It is a season for
repentance – the Greek for repent literally means to rethink; so now is the time for
some serious rethinking about our faith and our living of it. To help us do that there
will be an opportunity to do a Lenten course through groups. The 5 week course for
this year will be “Desert Exchanges” based around the temptations of Christ (Luke
4) and will look at attitude, ambition, acclaim, authentic and accept. There are 2
courses being run by St Saviour’s and others elsewhere to try and give as wide an
opportunity as possible for us all to take part. Look for the information handouts
that are coming.
Through Christ we already have light in the darkness of January – might it
blaze afresh come Easter? God Bless Susan

A Letter from The Rev’d. Barbara Way
Dear friends,
A few lines to say an enormous Thank You for the very generous gifts and
the outpouring of kindness and good will that was in church on Sunday 10th
January, when I retired from being Parish Priest here in Westgate-on-Sea.
I have had cards and good wishes from so many people from the various
congregations at St. Saviour’s, from St. Saviour’s School, from Christchurch
and others from Churches Together, from The Heritage Society, from so
many people who form different parts of our community, including of
course the School and the Community choirs, who were certainly in good
voice.
Thank you to all who have supported me over the last three years, to our
Honorary priests Susan and Lesley and Gill, to our PCC and Church Wardens, to all who give in ministry, in upkeep and maintenance, and those
who contribute financially. Thank you to all our congregations – the Sunday 8 am which has grown and is a stable and prayerful rock to our church,
the Sunday 10.30 am Communion service, which is the service which is special and involves most of us, to the Friday 11 am service, which is small and
friendly and offers the chance to worship on a weekday, and to our growing and splendid Family Service.
May God bless you all and bless your endeavours in the next period of the
life of St. Saviour’s. I am sure, with the grace of God, you will go from
strength to strength.
Barbara
A note from Rev'd Andrew Way
Just to add to what Barbara has written. It has been a joy to be involved
with St Saviour's Church and the Heritage Centre. Three Reasons to be
Cheerful. 1. You are a welcoming group to all comers. 2. You are undaunted by the demands made by this extraordinary building – what a Heritage!
3. You are inclusive – the priestly ministry of women is valued and cherished and thus truly encouraging.
Every Blessing in your ministry.
Andrew.

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 31st January

Jude Ian James

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Dot, Jenny, Tina, Evelyn, Maureen, Marie, Stanley, Rose, Barry, Charlotte, Phyll,
Eric, Tony, Angela, Margaret, Jenny H, Len , Ruth Morris and those on the Prayer
Board

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
John Arthur Thomas Holder

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
Mary Collings,

Churchwardens’ Report
It is incredible how time flies especially when you are busy. So much has happened
and so much has changed since Christine’s January Churchwardens’ report.
We all enjoyed a happy Christmas with St. Saviour’s Church full on many occasions,
most of them were joyful but unfortunately one was very sad. After Christmas we
celebrated the Epiphany at a Family Service which involved many children taking
part and their families enjoying their activities and refreshments.
Then came a time of mixed feelings. One of joy for Barbara and Andrew as they
started their retirement on 11th January, 2016 and the other of sadness that they
were leaving the parish of St. Saviour. I am sure we all thank them both wholeheartedly for their ministry and friendship. We were pleased to see so many people at their farewell gathering who had come especially to give them thanks and to
wish them a very happy retirement.
The next day the interregnum started. Suddenly you realise that you are your own.
Then within a very short time offers of help arrive. We thank Susan and Lesley for
offering to help with as many services as they can and in other ways too. We thank
our many friends in the congregation who are always helpful especially on these
occasions.
Now January has gone and things are moving on. Ash Wednesday is on 10 th February and Lent begins on the 14th February. We are delighted that the Bishop is coming to lead our Holy Communion Service on Sunday 21st February at 10.30am.
Susan is going to be his Chaplain. Please put the date in your diary.
Last week, the PCC were very busy attending meetings with the Archdeacon of
Maidstone, Revd Stephen Taylor and the Area Dean, Revd Andrew Jacobson. We
were informed that there was a possible candidate to fill our vacancy. The timeframe was very tight as the interview was planned for Wednesday, 3 rd February.
So the PCC had work to do.
In the morning the candidate and his wife will visit the church, the school and the
vicarage; a buffet lunch for the candidate, his wife and a small number of invited
guests will be provided. In the afternoon the interview will take place at the
church. We pray that there may be a positive outcome to this day.
In the meantime please continue to support St. Saviour’s and enjoy the variety of
services led by retired clergy who are kind enough to give up their time to help us.
With love and blessings, Christine and Brenda

News from St. Saviour’s Church of England School
In recent weeks, I have been carrying out Performance Appraisal meetings with
school staff. Members of staff are set targets for the coming year and asked to
identify areas of their practice they would like to develop. The main thing which
struck me during these meetings is how much everyone does over and above their
paid hours and job descriptions. It would take too long to detail the various extra
duties that staff perform on a daily basis but I would like to give some examples of
the ways in which support staff help children.
Most of our teaching assistants run after school clubs; many spend their weekends
preparing activities for these clubs. Mr Taylor, our caretaker, researched the RSPB’s
‘Big Bird Watch’ so that he could carry out wildlife audits with his Bird and Nature
Club, he had prepared pictures and descriptions of all the birds likely to be seen on
site – he had done this in his own time. Mr Taylor then organised his club members
into teams to spot birds in our quiet area, playground and field.
Mrs Edwards and Mrs Alliston run our fruit tuck shop, with the help of parent volunteers, each playtime. Children buy a wide range of fruit at below cost price. In
order to give parents value for money while keeping the expense to the school to a
minimum, Mrs Edwards and Mrs Alliston spend a good part of their weekend combing Thanet’s supermarkets in search of good value fruit. They know every discount
and ‘Buy one get one free’ deal in the area and somehow know which fruits will be
popular with children in each season. They do not get paid for the time this preparation takes.
Mrs Gosden, one of midday meals supervisors, has been making sandwiches for
children. One or two children are unwilling or fussy eaters or have forget to order
lunch, or simply change their minds at the last minute. Mrs Gosden was found in
our breakfast club servery last Wednesday making cheese sandwiches for these
children. Mrs Gosden and Mrs Biggs (Family Liaison Officer) also spend their own
time shopping for breakfast club, ensuring that children have steady supply of
toast, cereal and yoghurt each day.
There are too many acts of kindness by staff to detail in this piece but it is humbling
that staff go so far above and beyond the call of duty to care for children.
Nick Bonell, Headteacher

ECUMENICAL PILGRIMAGE TO BRUGES FOR THE ASCENSION DAY PROCESSION 36 May 2016.Bruges is world famous for its celebration of Our Lord’s Ascension in
which there are special services climaxing with a huge procession of Bible Scenes
and the relic of the Holy Blood. The Pilgrimage is organised by the PAX TRAVEL ecumenical company and will be led by the Revd.David Chance and Mrs.Andrea
Chance. The cost is £499 which includes rail travel from London and Kent; transfers;
3 nights B&B n bedded en suite at the central Hotel Jacobs; special seats for the
Procession; canal boat ride; and a guided walking tour. David and Andrea have
been several times and will be able to show museums, eateries and places for prayer. The people of Bruges take Christianity very seriously. Every Ascension Day they
stop work and dress in Biblical costumes to dramatically re-enact the story of salvation from Adam and Eve to Jesus. The story is told as the procession winds its way
for several hours through the medieval streets which are filled with flocks of animals, dancing children and young people. After the scenes of the first Pentecost
there appears the story of the medieval knights bringing home relics of Jesus.This is
followed by tableaux of current scenes of Christian hope. Finally church leaders
take it in turn to carry the holy relics that have made Bruges world famous. The
whole experience is a great encouragement to those of Christian faith and a great
entertainment for all.
Brochures from David & Andrea, 3 Norman Road, Westgate, CT88RR, 07821627662,
or from Pax Travel, 57-59 Rochester Place, London, NW1 9JU, 0207 485 3003.
COME AND JOIN US !
SAINSBURY’S ACTIVE KIDS VOUCHERS
The Westgate Rainbows and Brownies would appreciate any Sainsbury’s Active Kids
Vouchers to enable them to get more equipment. Vouchers can be given to Lorna
or Ruth—THANK YOU.
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FROM THE TREASURER
December 2015 Monthly Financial Review
In December RECEIPTS amounted to £4,539.64

We received fees of £382, £752 refund of Gift Aid Tax and £647.90 for 2 Charities –
Bishop’s Justice Appeal for work with refugees and the Children’s Society.

We made PAYMENTS of £4519.13
We sent £647.90 to the 2 Charities above, £500 deposit to the Bell Fund and £432
for clergy end of year expenses.
This resulted in an operating SURPLUS of £20.51

FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND)
The Flower fund stands at £98.

Brenda Carter (Treasurer)

Westgate Heritage Centre News
At our recent monthly meetings, we have enjoyed talks by some of our members –
in December Dr Graham Field, ably assisted by Mrs Brenda Field, told the story of a
postcard – he collects postcards relating to Westgate and had been intrigued by
the message on the back of one which had been posted in the town in 1911. Those
who heard the talk realised that the back of a postcard can be just as interesting as
the picture on the front and some have been inspired to look more closely at postcards in their possession. In January, newsletter editor, Mrs Sally Whitworth, gave
a fascinating talk on one of the Huckstep families who lived in Garlinge and Westgate for some considerable time and with whom she has become linked almost by
coincidence. This led to at least one member deciding that she would like to walk
around the area that Sally had described – and indeed the Friday Westgate walkers
had done the same thing on the Friday following the talk.
I find all this very exciting, because, firstly, it shows that members of the
Heritage Centre are gaining in confidence to stand up and talk to fellow members –
and that does take courage, even though our members are particularly kind and
friendly – and, secondly, that it can inspire others to follow up something that has
interested them. We hope it may open a new door for them.
On February 6th Mr James Brazier is talking about the Faversham Munitions’
Explosion of 2nd April 1916, in which Westgate St John Ambulance-man, Thomas
Randall, was killed. That talk is being followed up by the very first outing of the
Heritage Centre to Faversham. There will, I am sure, be a lot on local television
about the centenary of the event, as Faversham commemorates. We are fortunate
to have James as a member, as he is a very experienced speaker, and one of his
specialisms is the First World War.
March will see the AGM on the SECOND Saturday of the month (on the first
Saturday there will be a lot of activity in church as preparations are underway for
Mothering Sunday the next day). Obviously, at the AGM, there will be the business
of the year to consider with reports and accounts to be brought to the meeting and
elections to be held. However, to encourage a few more people to come to the
meeting, which will not take as long as a regular monthly talk meeting, there will
be a short talk about the bells of St Saviour’s, which were installed forty years ago
on 23rd July 1975, but which are much older that the church itself. It is hoped that
Stuart Wilmott, the present Tower Secretary, will be able to be present to give a
demonstration and there may be an opportunity for those who are interested to
visit the ringing chamber.
We welcome a new volunteer who is from the church family. We are always delighted to have new volunteers for our “pop-in” days, which start again in May, but
it is particularly good, if there is a link between church and Centre.

Please don’t forget the appeal I made last month to past pupils of St Saviour’s CE School. We look forward to seeing you sometime soon.
Dr Dawn Crouch Consultant Historian

FRIENDS OF ST SAVIOUR’S CHURCH
On Saturday 30th in January 2016 the Friends held their Annual Subscription Day
and Coffee Morning.
The morning was very successful. We collected £76 in subscriptions and £137 in
donations.
Joy Palmer and Claire Wheeler made £34 on the raffle which was very popular.
Lorna Oliver on refreshments took £11.90 and Jose Gibbs donated marmalade
which made £3.10.
For those who were unable to attend the Coffee Morning and renew their membership, forms are at the back of church.
With everyones support the Friends were able to make a large Grant in 2015 to the
PCC for essential maintenance of the Church.
The Friends thank you again for your contribution.
Susan Bennett , Chairperson.

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)
Alert – Lent is coming. Lent course will begin Thu 11 February at Susan’s.
SEE POSTER FOR MORE DETAILS.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th
Wednesday of every month from 2-3pm.

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.
The deadline for March 2016 “The Link” is Sunday 28th February 2016

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
St Saviour’s Ladies Circle
Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.
Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 .
The Westgate Heritage Centre
WINTER OPENING Open the FIRST SATURDAY morning of each month
10am to 12 noon There is a talk at 10.30am.
Saturday 6th February 10.30am Talk “Faversham Munitions Explosion April
1916”


PLEASE NOTE MARCH DATE SATURDAY 12TH MARCH THE



HERITAGE CENTRE’S 3RD AGM at 10.30AM FOLLOWED BY A
TALK ON;

“THE BELLS OF ST SAVIOUR’S CHURCH”
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring
Susan Bennett on 01843 831079
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sunday 21st February 10.30am Sung Eucharist - Bishop Trevor
Friday 11.45am to 1pm Church open for refreshments.
MONDAY APRIL 4TH LADY DAY SERVICE 7pm ST SAVIOUR’S
CHURCH, WESTGATE. ALL WELCOME

