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Dear friends
I hope it does not come as a surprise to you but Easter is early this year. It seems the
Spring flowers are aware of this, as they have already created a colourful display in
our gardens, hedgerows and verges. Approaching Mothering Sunday we know we
are half-way through our observance of Lent on our ‘journey to Jerusalem’ for Easter.
Our Palm Sunday celebration in church is a reminder of Jesus’ triumphal arrival in
Jerusalem for the Jewish festival of Passover, and marks the start of Holy Week.
This is the time which commemorates the last week of the earthly life of Jesus before
His crucifixion on Good Friday and resurrection on Easter Sunday.
On Good Friday the children gather in church to make the Easter garden, then later
in the morning we gather for The Walk of Witness, a time for those able to take a
slow walk and stop at points along the way to hear again of Jesus arrest and trial.
We also walk to show solidarity with those in our world who suffer unjustly and
innocently at this time. Do join us to meet old friends and make new ones and afterwards to have refreshments and fellowship.
As I write I am surprised that we have not yet encountered snow here in Thanet, but
not nearly as surprised as Jesus disciples who found His tomb open and empty early
that first Easter morning.
Mary also had a surprise that day when she met the Risen Lord in the garden! Alleluia!
God bless you. Enjoy your Easter
Lesley

Churchwardens’ Report
February was a very exciting month in the life of St Saviour’s and we have
much for which to be thankful.
As mentioned in our last report, the interview of a possible candidate to fill
our vacancy had been set for Wednesday 3rd February. The Revd Dr Peter
Rowe from Maidstone and his wife, Liz, arrived at 9am to be greeted by the
Area Dean of Thanet, the Revd Andrew Jacobson, and Brenda. After a time
of prayer, Peter and Liz had the opportunity to look round the church building
before visiting St Saviour’s School. After visiting the school, they had a tour
of the Parish before returning to St Saviour’s Church for a buffet lunch. The
guest list for the lunch was very exclusive. As instructed by Archdeacon Stephen, invitations could only be sent to members of the PCC, Dr Dawn
Crouch (as founder of Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre), the Revd George
Kalu from Christ Church URC and Deacon James Burleigh from the Parish of
the Holy Family. Christine could not be invited despite being Churchwarden
because she was on the interviewing panel. We are very thankful to Valda
Neve and Christine Bolger for their help with refreshments and transport.
The interview was scheduled for 2.30pm and the interviewing panel consisted of the Archdeacon, Area Dean, Graham Neve and Christine. The decision
to appoint the Revd Dr Peter Rowe as our Parish Priest was unanimous but
nothing could be announced until the appropriate notification had been received from the Bishop of Dover. On Thursday 7th February Christine received a phone call from the Archdeacon’s PA asking for written confirmation
that the PCC was happy for the Revd Dr Peter Rowe to be appointed as Associate Priest and Priest in Charge of St Saviour’s for a two-year period
(from a start date yet to be agreed with the Bishop’s Office). Fortunately, the
PCC had already arranged to meet that night and so Christine was able to
confirm in less than 24 hours that the PCC had given its consent. We were
therefore able to announce on the following Sunday that the Revd Dr Peter
Rowe had been appointed with effect from 16th May 2016. We are now eagerly looking forward to that day and welcoming Peter and Liz.
We are fortunate during the interregnum to have a willing band of clergy to
take our services. We are very grateful to the Revd David Chance, the Revd
John Cheeseman, the Revd Gill Lurie, the Revd Lesley Valiant, the Revd
Andrew Way and the Revd Susan Wing.

On Sunday 21st February, we were pleased to welcome Bishop Trevor as
Preacher and Celebrant at our 10.30am service. We were also delighted to
have with us Bishop Trevor’s wife and representatives of the family of the
late Alexander John Henderson (better known to all of us as John Henderson). John had been a faithful worshipper at St Saviour’s for many years
and, in recognition of his time as a Server, the PCC thought it fitting to use
the generous donation given by his daughters to purchase oil-filled candles
for the wooden candlesticks at the Altar. It was good that Rosalind, Faith and
Roger could be with us as Bishop Trevor dedicated the candles given in
John’s memory. In connection with the Bishop’s visit, we would like to thank
those who gave the church building and brass a special clean and those
who provided the delicious refreshments or helped with the washing up afterwards.
Please do not worry about the missing front gates. They have been removed
so that they and the gateposts can be repaired and we are grateful to Alan
Clark for overseeing this work.
Our Lent Courses led by the Revd Susan Wing on Thursday evenings and
Tuesday mornings have been well-supported and our new signs to show
that the Church is open have already encouraged members of the community to join us for refreshments after the 11am service on Fridays. Therefore,
as we said at the start of this report, we have much for which to be thankful
and end by thanking all of you for your prayers and support
With love and blessings from Brenda and Christine
THANK YOU FROM ROSALIND (John Henderson’s daughter)
Thank you for the lovely welcome we received at St Saviour’s on Sunday. It felt good
to be back in Westgate & the morning service was a special one, which I will always
remember. Best wishes Rosalind

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 14th February

Jacob James Andrew,

Sunday 28th February

Summa Louise Morgan

Thomas George Andrew

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Dot, Jenny, Tina, Evelyn, Maureen, Marie, Stanley, Rose, Barry, Charlotte, Phyll,
Eric, Tony, Angela, Margaret, Jenny H, Len , Ruth Morris, Thelma, Carol and those
on the Prayer Board

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
Gwen Smith,

John Henderson,

Bob Cook,

Evelyn Rhodes,

Alma Martin

WESTGATE HERITAGE CENTRE
1886 May 3 “The school opened with 107 children
Staff: Edward W. Musselewhite

Head Teacher

Ellen Peacock (ex P.T.)

Assistant Teacher

Ernest Chapman (aged 14)

Monitor

The School Building is completed and free from damp. The Playground and approaches are unfinished but the work is proceeding. We have at present but one set
of Reading Books for each class, but a fair stock of other necessary apparatus. Visited by Rev. A.A. Lyne”
This concise statement, unembellished with any comment, is the opening
entry in the first Log Book of St Saviour’s National School, which the Heritage Centre is proud to possess. (It was saved from being lost for ever from a skip, a few
years ago). Written by the Head Teacher, as he was required to do by law, the entry was counter-signed by James Wylde “Correspondent”. Today Mr Wylde would
have been called Secretary to the Board of Managers, the Chairman of whom, at
that time, was the Vicar, Augustus Lyne.
What a red letter day for the Managers – Augustus Lyne, five gentlemen
(Cecil Forester, John Duffin Thomson, Dr Street, Robert Perryhn and John Brown)
and three respected tradesmen (William Minter, draper, Henry Minter, wine merchant and Frederick Bessant, chemist).
The school on the north side of Elm Grove and close to the railway line was
described in Keble’s Gazette as a “substantial structure, pretty in design”. Designed
by Charles Beazley, architect to the Westgate Estate, in the “Queen Anne style”, it
fitted in admirably with the buildings being erected in the town and on the sea
front. It would have been fair to say that Westgate-on-Sea could be proud.
There was “one principal room, 20 feet by 50 feet, which is fitted out with
24 desks, cupboards and other school requisites and will accommodate 140 children. Leading from it is a classroom 18 feet square, fitted with a tier of seats for
scholars. Both rooms are open-timbered, very lofty, well lighted and ventilated and
heated by hot air stoves. The walls, about 4 feet from the ground are painted with a
red dado. There are two entrances – one for the boys and one for the girls and each
of them is fitted up with hat and coat hooks, umbrellas stands and Stidders patented lavatories. The area of the site of the school and the playground is about ¼ acre
in extent. The drainage arrangements are of the most approved principles and the
whole work has been carried out in a manner, which is very creditable both to the
architect and the contractors” (W. Corbett & Co) Thus had the school been described by the local press, after the official opening of the building on 26 April 1886.

By the end of the month of May, forty five more children had been admitted, bringing the roll to 152. These children, aged between 5 and 13 years, were
taught by one trained, certificated teacher, who was also the Head Teacher, one
untrained former pupil-teacher and one monitor. Lessons were very formal and
there was much learning by rote. Yet education was obviously much valued by the
parents of these children, for the Log Book revealed very little absence, except for
the inevitable outbreaks of infectious diseases – measles, chicken pox, mumps,
whooping cough and scarlet fever which were so prevalent in those days, when the
only vaccination available was for small pox. Sometimes diphtheria closed the
school for a few days, whilst the building was fumigated, but the dreaded typhoid
was fortunately rare at Westgate. At that time there was an isolation hospital at
Haine near Ramsgate and sick children with the most serious infectious diseases
were sent there.
The school was a National School – that is it had been built by the Church
of England and would have to be maintained entirely for the first year by subscriptions. We are fortunate to have the original subscription lists and accounts, which
make for interesting reading. During the first year the school would be inspected
by men appointed by the Board of Education; only if the standards set were met,
would the school receive any help from the government in the form of a grant towards teachers’ salaries. This system was known as “Payment by Results”. The
maintenance of the building would be entirely the responsibility of the parish.
This year is the 130th anniversary of that day in May 1886 and the Heritage Centre is celebrating it with three events, which will be listed in our summer
programme. We would especially like to draw your attention to an evening social
and fund-raising event on Weds 18th May, when there will be a “Victorian evening”
of dramatised readings based on the controversial events leading up to the building of the school and which are well documented. We look forwards to seeing you.
Dr Dawn Crouch
[The accompanying picture shows the east end of the original building, with its
“Queen Anne” features]

ECUMENICAL PILGRIMAGE TO BRUGES FOR THE ASCENSION DAY PROCESSION 36 May 2016.Bruges is world famous for its celebration of Our Lord’s Ascension in
which there are special services climaxing with a huge procession of Bible Scenes
and the relic of the Holy Blood. The Pilgrimage is organised by the PAX TRAVEL ecumenical company and will be led by the Revd.David Chance and Mrs.Andrea
Chance. The cost is £499 which includes rail travel from London and Kent; transfers;
3 nights B&B n bedded en suite at the central Hotel Jacobs; special seats for the
Procession; canal boat ride; and a guided walking tour. David and Andrea have
been several times and will be able to show museums, eateries and places for prayer. The people of Bruges take Christianity very seriously. Every Ascension Day they
stop work and dress in Biblical costumes to dramatically re-enact the story of salvation from Adam and Eve to Jesus. The story is told as the procession winds its way
for several hours through the medieval streets which are filled with flocks of animals, dancing children and young people. After the scenes of the first Pentecost
there appears the story of the medieval knights bringing home relics of Jesus.This is
followed by tableaux of current scenes of Christian hope. Finally church leaders
take it in turn to carry the holy relics that have made Bruges world famous. The
whole experience is a great encouragement to those of Christian faith and a great
entertainment for all.
Brochures from David & Andrea, 3 Norman Road, Westgate, CT88RR, 07821627662,
or from Pax Travel, 57-59 Rochester Place, London, NW1 9JU, 0207 485 3003.
COME AND JOIN US !
SAINSBURY’S ACTIVE KIDS VOUCHERS
The Westgate Rainbows and Brownies would appreciate any Sainsbury’s Active Kids
Vouchers to enable them to get more equipment. Vouchers can be given to Lorna
or Ruth—THANK YOU.

News from St Saviour’s Church of England School
Sporting Success
I was lucky enough to attend the Thanet Athletics Club Schools cross country events at Quex park this weekend to support St. Saviour’s children. Our
school was extremely well represented in all races with around a third of
our pupils running.
One of our core Christian values is resilience and our children showed this
quality in abundance at the event. On a cold and windy morning - as adults,
wrapped up in coats and scarves - shivered on the side-lines, children ran
headlong into a freezing wind. Many children ran 1.5 kilometres in six and a
half minutes; if you run, you will know how quick this is! We have lots of
children who run for local clubs, such as Thanet Road Runners but many
more attend the cross country event simply to challenge themselves and for
fun. To run such a long distance as such pace is a real test of determination,
I felt so proud of St. Saviour’s children.
What was also noticeable was the number of staff in attendance at the
event. Our full time sports coach, Mr Bailey and our P.E Subject Leader, Mr
Jones were there, organising and motivating children. Also in attendance
were our specialist British Sign Language Teaching Assistant, Mrs Lucas and
our Year 5 Leader and Leader of Learning, Miss Tiley - no other local schools
had so many staff present. The fact that children, parents and staff gave up
their Saturday morning to take part in this event, demonstrates the commitment of all members of the St. Saviour’s community to excellence in sport
and to providing children with varied opportunities. I am very grateful for
the commitment of all who attended the event – the children were very
proudly showing off their medals in this morning’s assembly!
Nick Bonell, Headteacher
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FROM THE TREASURER
January 2016 Monthly Financial Review
In January RECEIPTS amounted to £3,031.47.

We received £622.01 from a DCMS Scheme for a VAT refund.

We made PAYMENTS of £1,628.09.
We paid £410.42 for Insurance, £272 for fees assigned to the Diocese and £177.76
for Music Licence fees.
This resulted in an operating SURPLUS of £1,403.38.

FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND)

The Flower fund stands at £98.

Brenda Carter (Treasurer)

A VIEW FROM THE ROOM
As I look through the windows and gaze at THE SKY
And watch the white clouds go floating by.
It is so good to muse awhile
Amidst this World so full of strife,
And be so grateful for this life.
As I look through our open Bedroom door,
I can see, our own Front Door.
It is good to see through the frosted glass,
Whoever maybe calling, or just come to pass.
As our Milkman does on his 6 A.M. Call.
Next comes our PAPER Boy to the door,
He pushes the Papers through onto the Floor.
Then the POSTMAN arrives with letters galore.
So the day passes and as the light fades,
My view from the ROOM is no longer there.
Except for the Street lights— Oh what a glare!
Never mind, as tomorrow comes
My view from the Room will return and be there.

Marie Evans

FOODBANK
Thank You to all who have put food into the Food Bank Box. We have received a
note that these foods are needed—JAM, FLVOURED RICE, COUSCOUS, TINNED
POTATOES, DRIED MASH POTATOES, TINNED MAIN MEALS e.g. Mince, Stew, Tin
Pies etc and any other food you like to bring.
Please continue to fill our Box each week to help others who find themselves in
need. Love in Christ Anne and John Bartlett

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

Wednesday 23rd March St Saviour’s School Easter Service
9.30am in Church.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.
There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th
Wednesday of every month from 2-3pm.
Revision of the Electoral Roll will be taking place in readiness for the Annual Meeting—any person wishing to go on the Roll who fits the necessary
criteria PLEASE contact Mrs Valda Neve Hon. Electoral Officer for an application form.
Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.
The deadline for April 2016 “The Link” is Sunday 27th March 2016

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
St Saviour’s Ladies Circle
Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.
Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 .
The Westgate Heritage Centre
WINTER OPENING Open the FIRST SATURDAY morning of each month
10am to 12 noon There is a talk at 10.30am.


PLEASE NOTE MARCH DATE SATURDAY 12TH MARCH THE



HERITAGE CENTRE’S 3RD AGM at 10.30AM FOLLOWED BY A
TALK ON;

“THE BELLS OF ST SAVIOUR’S CHURCH”
Saturday 2nd April “Westgate On Sea, Gated Estate Town “Exclusive, Not
Isolated”
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring
Susan Bennett on 01843 831079
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday’s 11.45am to 1pm Church open for refreshments.
MONDAY APRIL 4TH LADY DAY SERVICE 7pm ST SAVIOUR’S
CHURCH, WESTGATE. ALL WELCOME

