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Dear Friends, 

"See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?" Isaiah 

43:19 (NIV) 

Being in interregnum can be unnerving and yet it gives us all a chance to look up 

and join in. We are fortunate in experiencing a short period of time without a parish 

minister and have managed to build and sustain the good work achieved by Barbara 

Way. Now we need to look forward to a new thing. The Lent Bible Study groups 

have been strong and were lively and challenging. The Family Service continues to 

hold strong and will widen its appeal, I hope. What you may not know is that St 

Saviour's reaches out to take Holy Communion to many people – up to 35 people in 

several places are visited. So there is much to see of  God at work in our Parish and 

in ourselves. It can take a while for the purposes of God to become clear and to 

work out but work out they will as he leads us into another new beginning. It is not 

easy and not always comfortable when the Holy Spirit rolls up his sleeves and gets 

to work amongst us, the ride might be bumpy yet thrilling but let us be ready and 

open to his transforming work. 

God Bless Susan 

Notice of the Annual General Meeting of The Friends of St Saviour’s Church  

The AGM is taking place on Saturday 30th April 2016 at 10.30am in St Saviour’s 
Church.  Reports will be given on our activities during 2015 and the grants given to 
the PCC for the upkeep of the church building and grounds. In addition, elections 
will be held for officers and committee members and the independent examiner of 
our accounts for 2016 will be appointed. 

Our current officers are Susan Bennett (Chair), Christine Attwood (Secretary) and 
Ann Lawrence (Treasurer). All are willing to serve for a further year.  In addition to 
the officers, six members of The Friends serve on the Committee for a three-year 
term and retire by rotation. Joy Palmer is due to retire at the coming AGM but is 
willing to serve for a further three years, if elected. The remaining places to be filled 
are the three-year position that Jane Pink held from April 2013 until moving to 
Folkestone last autumn plus a casual vacancy to serve for two years. Please see 
Susan or Christine, if you would like to know more about being on the Committee.  

Do come and support us. Light refreshments will be served from 10am and the 
meeting itself normally takes no more than 30 minutes.  

Christine Attwood    Hon. Secretary 



Annual Meetings 

The Annual vestry meeting will take place on Saturday 16 April at 
10.30am in Church. Coffee will be served from 10.am.This meeting is to 
elect two Churchwardens. Anyone who lives in the parish is invited to 
attend, and also all those on the electoral roll of the church. This year, as 
Brenda Carter has served for six years as Churchwarden, the meeting will 
be asked to vote on an extension of the six year rule for one year so that 
she may stand for election. The Archdeacon thought that it was im-
portant to have continuity in an interregnum and for the beginning year 
of a new priest. 

After the election of the Churchwardens, the meeting will be asked to 
consider whether to vote 'that the six year rule shall not apply in future 
elections for Churchwarden.' 

This meeting will be followed immediately by the Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting at which 3 persons are to be elected to serve on the PCC 
for 3 years, one person for 2 years and one person for 1 year. 

Nomination forms will be placed at the back of church and anyone inter-
ested should speak to Brenda, Christine A or Jean for more information. 
The one year posts are very useful if you are wondering whether this 
could be for you. Please do offer yourself.  

The rest of the meeting involves hearing about the past year of the 
church.. 

Please come!!! 

Jean Glover PCC Secretary   

SAINSBURY’S ACTIVE KIDS VOUCHERS 

The Westgate Rainbows and Brownies would appreciate any Sainsbury’s Active 

Kids Vouchers to enable them to get more equipment.  Vouchers can be given to 

Lorna or Ruth—THANK YOU. 
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                                                     Churchwardens’ Report 

We hope you all enjoyed a happy Easter Day whether spent with family, friends or 
at home. 

The adults and children fortunate enough to be able to come to St. Saviour’s 
Church, decorated with flowers for Easter, joined together in a celebratory Easter 
Service led by Revd. Lesley Valiant and Revd. Susan Wing.  The church was in dark-
ness. 

The Service commenced with the fire in the porch lit by Jean and then, from the 
fire, the lighting of the Paschal candle. A procession, led by Revd. Gill Lurie carrying 
the Paschal candle, walked up the aisle. This was followed by the lighting of the 
congregation’s individual candles. Then Graham Cooper sang the Exsultet which is 
the Easter song of Praise, ending with “... and grant that this Easter candle may 
make our darkness light, for Christ the Morning Star has risen, never again to set, 
and is alive and reigns for ever and ever”.  The lights were turned on and the can-
dles extinguished.   

The Service continued with St. Saviour’s choir singing “See what a morning” and the 
Easter Eucharist.  The distribution of Easter eggs to the children and the refresh-
ments brought the Easter Sunday rejoicing to a close. 

We would like to thank all those who helped to make Eastertide such a memorable  

occasion.  

On Good Friday at 9.30am,  the Family Service included the making of the Easter 
Garden by the children, following the sequence of events of Eastertide explained by 
Valda Neve,  interspersed with hymns and prayers led by Revd. Lesley Valiant.  Par-
ents and children enjoyed refreshments of hot cross bun and drinks before de-
parting. 

The Walk of Witness started at 11am from the United Reformed Church arriving at 
St. Saviour’s for hot cross buns and drinks at 12.30pm. 

In the afternoon between 2pm – 3pm, the last hours of Jesus’ human life were re-
membered with devotional music and readings by Revd. Gill Lurie. 

 

Now we would like to remind you of an important meeting in the future.  Saturday, 
16th April, at 10.30am (coffee will be served at 10.00am) is the date of our Annual 
Vestry and Parochial Church Meeting.  There will be elections for Church Wardens 
and PCC members and important reports on the church activities and responsibili-
ties.  We hope that you will all do your best to come to this special annual meeting.  
We do appreciate hearing your views on topics relevant to us all.                                                 



Another important date is Monday, 16th May at 7pm in Church when the Licensing 
and Installation of Revd Dr Peter Rowe will take place.  Please make a note in your 
diary. You are all invited to come and welcome Peter to our parish of St. Saviour’s. 
Needless to say, we are all looking forward to this time of new beginnings and will 
do our best to ensure that the two years Peter spends with us are happy and 
fruitful. 

Whilst writing this report, I would like to draw your attention to the Church Open 
mornings on Friday of each week between 11.45am and 1.00pm.  During this time 
we welcome visitors who come to join us for refreshments and a chat or a look 
round the church. 

To be able to apply for a Heritage Lottery Grant we have to make sure that the 
church is  open for a certain number of hours each year.  This particular Friday 
opening time is important in achieving this target as it adds approximately 57 
hours to this target figure. 

We need a Heritage Lottery Grant to enable the repair of the Clerestory windows 
to go ahead.  Church service times do not qualify towards this target figure.  BUT 
we need your help.  We are asking anyone who thinks they could help to be a 
steward in the church at this particular time on any Fridays to talk to Brenda or 
Christine. We must have two people on duty all the time we are open.  At present 
we only have one couple on a rota system.  Brenda always provides the refresh-
ments  each week, so it is stewards we are looking for. 

Every individual offer will be welcome.  We are looking for a response to this if we 
are to succeed in achieving our target!  Thank you. 

With love and blessings from Christine and Brenda   
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  FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

For those Baptised 

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”   

 

 

For those joined in Holy Matrimony 

“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they 

may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to 

each other” 

 

The Sick 

“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit” 

Dot, Jenny, Tina, Evelyn, Maureen, Marie, Stanley, Rose, Charlotte, Phyll,  Eric, 

Tony, Angela, Margaret, Jenny H,  Len , Ruth Morris, Thelma, Carol , Donna and 

those on the Prayer Board 

 

The Departed 

“Lord now lettest thou thy servant  depart in peace, according to thy word” 

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their 

families and friends 

 

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for 

giving them to us”   

Doris Toon,    Marion Clark                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              



St Saviours School Easter Service 23 March 2016 in Church 

After a brief welcome from the Headteacher Mr Bonell, the service began with the 

whole church singing ‘There is a Green Hill Far Away’.  From there the story of 

Easter was told by pupils in between each year group or class, singing, or reciting a 

poem, or enacting a dramatic reading, all of which had been learned by heart.  

Year 4 sang a delightful almost communion type song with the words ‘This is my 

body, this is my blood’ whereas year 6  sang the song ‘Joyful’ from Sister Act.  We 

were also treated to the school orchestra playing ‘Thine be the Glory’ and the Sign 

Language group showing their skills in signing a contemporary song.  The whole 

school entertained us with a couple of Easter songs including one going by the ra-

ther misleading title of ‘How much do you think you are worth boy?’ 

The Revd Lesley Valiant gave a short address followed by a closing prayer and 

blessing.  Mr Bonell drew the service to a close thanking the children for their 

efforts today and their hard work during the past term.  Thanks also to Mrs Read 

(Music) and Mrs Anderson (Orchestra) and staff for their hard work in teaching and 

nurturing the children.  The service finished with the whole church singing ‘Sing 

Hosanna’. 

FAMILY SERVICEMAKING THE EASTER GARDEN 2016 
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FROM  THE  TREASURER 

February 2016 Monthly Financial Review 

In  February  RECEIPTS amounted to £4,033.16 

We received £187.60 collection for Porchlight. 

 

We made PAYMENTS of £6,397.13 
 

We paid £3,598 for 2 months’ parish share,  £542.50 for fees assigned to the Dio-
cese and £780 (£600 grant already received from The Friends of St. Saviour’s), and 
£204.00 for 2 church notice boards indicating when the church is open. 

 

This resulted in an operating DEFICIT of £2,363.97 

 

FLOWER FUND (DESIGNATED FUND) 

 

The Flower fund stands at £98. 

 

Brenda Carter (Treasurer) 



Westgate Heritage Centre 

First, I should like to thank, most warmly, Stuart Wilmott for coming to the 
AGM to assist me in my talk about St Saviour’s bells. It is no small task for 
one person to get all six bells in the right position to be rung and then to 
return them to the correct position, as required for safety and I appreciate 
very much that he was able and willing to do this. It meant that the sixty 
plus people who were in the audience were able to hear the different sound 
of each bell. It was (for me, at least) especially thrilling to hear our rare 14th 
century bell on its own. What a story it would have to tell, if it could speak, 
of how it hung in the tower of Holy Cross Church beside the West Gate to 
the City of Canterbury, straddling the main road from Dover to London, 
ringing out in greeting or farewell to kings and queens, archbishops and pa-
pal envoys, pilgrims and traders from all over the country and beyond. 

 At the beginning of May our summer season will be opening, which 
means that the Heritage Centre will be open each Wednesday and Saturday 
for you to “pop-in” and find out what you would like to know about West-
gate-on-Sea. We can’t guarantee that we will have an answer to everything, 
but we have the answer to a great many things. The history of Westgate-on-
Sea has now been covered in a series of sixteen files. In addition, there are 
files about other subjects of importance whether they are people like Alfred 
Lockwood or William Ingram, institutions like the many private schools or 
services such as the Fire Brigade or St John Ambulance Brigade or specific 
places such as Sea Road or St Mildred’s Bay. Our collection is being enlarged 
all the time, because of the generosity of those who have donated family 
material in many forms. 

 With the PCC social committee, we shall be celebrating the 90th birth-
day of Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II with a tea party on the second week-
end in June, which will be when the nation celebrates. The Heritage Centre 
will display material about Westgate-on-Sea in 1926, whilst May will see the 
first of our talks on the story of our church school and an evening event of 
dramatised readings on the arguments that preceded its creation. Tickets 
for that event on May 18th will soon be available at £5 per head. We need to 
do some fund-raising as well as having a time of socialising together, as our 
heating and lighting bill has almost doubled in the past year. 

We look forward to your coming to see us! We love visitors! 

Dr Dawn Crouch 



THE DRIVE 

My Electric Chair is driven to the bed, on to this I hop with my leg astride. 

The stump piece is fitted into its place, now I’m already to go at a pace! 

Stanley gathers up the items, that I will need, he goes before me and hastens along. 

I then travel out of the bedroom with speed, 

Into the hall I arrive and stare and make sure that all is in place! 

It becomes quite a race, as I drive to the lounge, 

Here I sit in State and survey the scene, yes all is in order so it does seem. 

Two hours I enjoy watching TV, at 6.15pm Leanne does arrive, 

The oven goes on and the supper in. 

I do a 3 point turn in quite a spin, turnaround and face the door once more. 

Back into the hall I drive and with Stanley’s help at the bedside arrive. 

On to the bed I once more hop, I push up the bed with Leanne’s support, 

And sit and await for supper to be brought. 

My drive is now ended until the next day, when all is repeated we hope and pray. 

Marie Evans 

 

SATURDAY, MAY 21st CONCERT  AT 3pm 

BELTINGE LADIES CHOIR IN ST SAVIOUR’S CHURCH 

IN AID OF CHARIOT MARIE TOOTH SYNDROME  

AND REPAIR OF HIGH WINDOWS IN  ST SAVIOUR’S CHURCH. 

ADMISSION £5    UNDER 18  £3. 

PAY AT DOOR.  
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CHURCH SERVICES  

Sunday Services 

8am Said Eucharist  Book of Common Prayer 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

10.30am  First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE 

Weekday Service   

Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)  

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

1st Westgate Rainbows                   Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm 

8th Westgate Brownies                   Fridays 5.30 to 7pm 

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate. 

 

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users  

There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery - 

 every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice. 
 

There will continue to be a Hi Kent Clinic at Westgate Library on the 4th 
Wednesday of every month from  2-3pm. 

 

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations 

towards the cost of printing would be appreciated. 

 

The deadline for May 2016 “The Link” is  Sunday  24th April 2016                                                                                                                                                                                 



CHURCH ACTIVITIES 

St Saviour’s Ladies Circle 

Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.   

Bellringers Practise every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm. 

Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring  

Susan 836430 .   

The Westgate Heritage Centre   

WINTER OPENING Open the FIRST SATURDAY morning of each month 

10am to 12 noon    There is a talk  at 10.30am.Saturday 2nd April “A Stroll 

Along Sea Road” Part one 

Refreshments available.   

SUMMER OPENING TIMES COMMENCE IN MAY . 

Church Cleaning   11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month  

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church -  Annual Membership Fee only £2 

New members welcome.  Join the  Friends of St Saviour’s church  

Subscription only  £2 per year .  All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the 

church and grounds.  Membership forms at the back of the church or ring  

Susan Bennett on 01843 831079 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Friday’s 11.45am to 1pm Church open for refreshments. 

MONDAY APRIL 4TH LADY DAY SERVICE 7pm ST SAVIOUR’S 

CHURCH, WESTGATE.  ALL WELCOME     

Saturday 16th April 10am for 10.30am Annual Vestry & Parochial Meetings 

SATURDAY 23rd April St George’s Day Fun Quiz & Afternoon Tea 

Admission £5    3pm to 5pm. 

Saturday 30th April Friends of St Saviour’s AGM. 10am for 10.30am.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            


