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The Link: July 2016
I am writing this just a few hours after attending the ceremony in the Town Hall
where Dr Dawn Crouch had conferred on her the Freedom of the Town by Westgate
-on-Sea Town Council. She is the first honorary freeman of the town. Many congratulations to her, for her work for St Saviour’s School as a governor, for her time as a
churchwarden of the church, chairman of the church’s Friends and for founding the
Heritage centre. The honour was richly deserved.
What has particularly struck me during June, as we settle in, has been the work and
life of St Saviour’s School. There was a full-day governors’ meeting in the middle of
June and I will admit that I was dreading it. I love one-to-one conversations, but
have always found meetings difficult, except perhaps as a cure for insomnia! I needn’t have worried. Graham Neve chaired the proceedings, giving space to those who
needed to say things, but nevertheless keeping the momentum going. Also very welcome to me, as a newcomer, was the presence of the Headteacher, Nick Bonell, who
made himself available to our meeting throughout the day, when I am sure he had
any number of other calls on his time. That evening, he ran the parents’ evening on
the same day for next term’s Year 3 intake. He is a busy man, and it was generous of
him to give us the bulk of his day.
I have been a school governor in three different schools now, but it was only at the
meeting here in mid-June that I really got a coherent overview of how a school runs,
and how governors can play a very creative part if they are willing. After that day’s
experience, I for one certainly am willing. I have spoken to the head of maths in the
school and have offered to be a teaching assistant in maths from time to time.
Quite a lot was said about how our school seeks to keep the Christian ethos before
the eyes of the youngsters it is educating, and that is something for which all we
Christians can be very grateful. Another thing that was impressed on me was that the
school would like to increase its links with the parish, primarily by way of the involvement of a few more parishioners in its life. I have volunteered to be a very parttime teaching assistant. Perhaps others would like to be too. Probably too late for
this academic year, as their Summer Fair is on Friday 1 July, probably before any of
you will read this, but they would welcome helpers to run things on occasions like
that. I am also sure that they would like our support simply by way of turning up and
opening our purses!

I hope to meet the RE teachers in the school very soon, to set up what we might be
able to do together next term. Things have yet to be decided, but if one idea I have
appeals to the school, I could do with the help of half a dozen people willing to go
into the school with me say, perhaps, once every few weeks, to take part in a simple
dramatization of a bible story, and to have met in the vicarage once before each visit
to the school, to rehearse what little needs to be rehearsed, to work together on some
basic props, and to enjoy fellowship together and to deepen our knowledge of our
faith. What I have in mind is the Bible Society’s ‘Open the Book’ project. I any of
this might appeal to you, you can get more information through this link: https://
www.biblesociety.org.uk/get-involved/open-the-book/?
source_code=99012_openthebook.net
I have also had an approach from St Crispin’s School, and am looking forward to
visiting them in the very near future. It may be that the bible dramatizations could be
taken there as well. If you think you might be interested in helping if I can interest
the schools in these proposals, do please tell me. I am in a slightly chicken-and-egg
situation. I need the schools’ agreement, and I need a few folk willing to give a little
of their time to join me in making this possible.
There are lots of other good things Liz and I have experienced in June, but let me
tell you about all that on another occasion. For now, I have wanted to concentrate on
the schools. And on that subject, at the first governors’ meeting in St Saviour’s
School, I was introduced to a number of ducklings that had been hatched in the
school and were about to move on to new accommodation. I was photographed with
one of them, and I rather like the picture. I hope you do too. It is attached.
With love and blessings.
Peter
(Picture of Peter and duckling can be seen on the next page– Ed)
“THE FRIENDS”
We should like to say A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who donated jewellery and
other items to “THE FRIEND’S” stalls at St Saviour’s Summer Fayre last month.
Your help is invaluable and so appreciated. Joy and Christine

ADDITIONAL CHURCH OPENING HOURS
The Church will be open from 10am to 12noon
FROM JUNE 9th and EVERY THURSDAY until SEPTEMBER

CHURCH GROUNDS
We aim to do the annual church grounds cutting and trimming of the bushes and
hedges in the Autumn and an advance note of the dates, Saturdays October 22 nd
and 29th, has already been given in The Link.
Before then Ann and I intend to have a go at removing some of the ivy, convolvulus
and other weed growth that is overwhelming the long bed between the main gates
and the flagpole. We will be there on Saturday July 9th from 10 o'clock to noon.
If any kind volunteers would like to help us that would be great, and with the Heritage Centre being open I'm sure some refreshments can be rustled up.

Alan Clark

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Dot, Jenny, Tina, Evelyn, Maureen, Marie, Stanley, Rose, Charlotte, Phyll, Eric,
Tony, Angela, Margaret, Jenny H, Len , Carol , Donna, Stephen , Gill , Elizabeth
and those on the prayer board.

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
Jeremy S,

Winifred Florence Amy Twyman,

Robert Woolner

Churchwardens’ Report
Many of you will know that a Scripture Union Beach Mission is held each
year at Minnis Bay. Until we were invited to attend the June planning meeting, we had no idea how many churches in Birchington and Westgate were
involved in preparing and running the event. We were made very welcome at
the meeting and encouraged to take part in some way e.g. by providing accommodation for team members, serving refreshments, or helping with registration. Please let us know if you would like to be involved so we can pass
your details to the appropriate person. It may be that we cannot do much this
year but no doubt some of us from St Saviour’s can help in various ways in
years to come. The event runs from 25th July to 5th August and there is a
great need for cakes on each weekday within that period. In the meantime,
we look forward to members of the team joining us at the 10.30am service on
the last two Sundays of July and telling us more about what is happening.
St Saviour’s joined in the national weekend of celebrations to mark the
Queen’s official 90th birthday by flying our flag on all 3 days and holding a
delicious afternoon tea. Some 30 tickets were sold in aid of church funds to
members of our church family and members of the Heritage Centre and the
event raised just over £200. We even had the official celebration cake to enjoy! The Heritage Centre kindly provided an attractive display of photographs
of the Queen through the decades.
You will read elsewhere about the summer fayre held on 18th June. Thank
you to all who supported the event in anyway, particularly Sue Bennett, the
stallholders and the local businesses who provided many lovely prizes.
With love and blessings from Brenda and Christine
BELLINGERS WANTED—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
Want to try a new hobby? If you are aged between 9 and 90 you are welcome to
come and join us on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the Bell Tower—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED—tuition given.

The Presentation of the Freedom of Westgate-on-Sea on Dr Dawn Crouch
25th June 2016 at 3.00pm
An auspicious occasion being the first Honorary Freeman of the Town held suitably in the Council Chambers of the Town Hall building. The hall was filled to capacity with people of all ages including long standing friends, representatives of
the Friends of St Saviour’s, the Westgate Heritage Centre, and many friends from
St Saviour’s Church. Dr Dawn Crouch was accompanied by Cllr Martyn Pennington, Vice Chairman of the Council and Sir Roger Gale MP.
After an opening prayer by Christine Attwood, Cllr Pennington welcomed everyone to the ceremony, before commencing the formal proceedings of proclaiming
the Oath of Acceptance. After presenting the Honorary Freeman Scroll to Dr
Crouch, a bouquet of flowers was given by Ruth Neve. Sir Roger Gale spoke of
the work done within the Community, as Churchwarden for many years, Foundation Governor of St Saviour’s C of E School, Chairman of the Friends of St Saviour’s Church and the founder of the Westgate Heritage Centre.
Dr Dawn Crouch responded with grateful thanks to the Council for bestowing this
honour and to the many friends who had made a huge effort to support her on
this occasion. We were treated to a synopsis of the many interesting events and
sometimes demanding times faced during her time as churchwarden and Governor of St Saviour School when the new school building was finally approved. Unsurprisingly, Dr Crouch spoke of her passion for the history of Westgate-on Sea
without which the Westgate Heritage Centre would not have been created nor
expanded to the wealth of information currently held.
As a final tribute to Dr Crouch, a quarter peal co-ordinated by Douglas Neve was
rung at St Saviour Church with a new method named the Dawn Crouch Doubles.

News from St Saviour’s Church of England School
Following the British people’s decision to leave the European Union, business has
carried on as usual at St. Saviour’s. It was most interesting to discuss the issue with
pupils who showed an interest, the best question coming from a Year 3 child who
wanted to know if the UK could still enter the Eurovision Song Contest.
Though teachers tend to keep their political opinions to themselves, we are duty
bound to teach children about democracy. Part of the government’s drive to combat extremism is to teach children about British values. In my view, one of things of
which we should be proud is the British ability to have a good argument and then
get on with each other. The referendum was discussed in a Year 5 class this week
and children were incredibly respectful of the opinions of others, even though the
debate was passionate. Respect and tolerance are not unique to Britain but we
certainly do both well!
Respect for an opposing viewpoint is something we take from Jesus and the gospels, “But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you.”
Matthew 5:44. We apply this dictum in school on a daily basis, learning how to deal
with conflict is one of the most important lessons children learn in school. Following Christian values in deed as well as word is central to our behaviour policy; staff
teach children how to respect those they have had conflict with, to forgive and
move on. Our children use these lessons and develop the ability to cope with adversity and become resilient members of society.
I am confident that, as a tolerant country, Britain will reunite after a bitterly contested campaign just as children tend to squabble and then resolve their differences. Though the result today felt like a seismic event, I know the world will carry
on and am grateful for the opportunity it gave us in school to teach children about
the democratic process.
Nick Bonell, Headteacher

WESTGATE HERITAGE CENTRE
Commemorating the Battle of the Somme
On 1st July 1916 at 7.30 a.m. one of the most notorious battles in history began, as
whistles were blown by officers as a signal to their men that they were to “go over
the top”. This would begin the “Big Push” that it was believed would break the
deadlock of the trench warfare and lead to victory for the Allies. The slaughter on
both sides was so pitiless that the name Somme has gone down in history with that
of Passchendaele (the centenary of which falls next year) as symbolic of the horrors
of modern warfare.
When it was decided in 2014 that the centenary of the Great War* should be
commemorated over a period of four years by a series of events across the country,
certain key dates were chosen, of which the centenary of the Battle of the Somme
was one. At the Heritage Centre we decided from the start, that we would concentrate on looking at how the Great War affected our town of Westgate-on-Sea, rather than thinking about the actual battles, which are covered on the television so
much better than we could do, in any case. Perhaps, some of you will have seen the
moving coverage of the Battle of Jutland on 31st May, when the centenary of that
great naval conflict took place. However, every stage of the war had its effect back
home, not least in the actual homes of the brave men who were fighting with the
Armed Forces. In a small town like Westgate, the loss of one of her sons would have
been felt by all and we have ample archival evidence to show that it was so.
In 2014 we did a series of events about various aspects of the war in the
time leading up to the outbreak on 4th August 1914, for Westgate was in the front
line, with the presence of the Royal Naval Air Station at St Mildred’s Bay. Last year
we considered how the town had coped in the first year with a talk in August on
Westgate in 1915. On Saturday August 6th this year we shall be considering Westgate in August 1916. The mood was changing after two years of war. The casualty
list was lengthening, civilians were beginning to suffer deprivation and children
were becoming traumatised. The vicar of St Saviour’s, the Revd Charles PendockBanks, began to find ways in which those who were fighting at the front or at sea
could be remembered and our Rolls of Honour that hang in the War Memorial
Chapel record their names. He created a list of those who had died to lay upon the
altar, so that they could be remembered at the Holy Eucharist on their anniversaries. Twelve Westgate men died on the Somme between 1st July and October
2016.
We have been asked to do something to remember them as part of a national project, so we shall have a special exhibition on display at the time that the
Westgate Art and Craft Group will be holding their annual Exhibition – that is August 8th –August 20th .

You may remember the wonderful display of ceramic poppies displayed last year
at the Tower of London and which seems to have triggered off many similar ideas.
Perhaps you saw the carpet of poppies crocheted by the women of Australia for
the Chelsea Flower Show this year? We thought we could do something along the
same lines – but, not, of course, as big a project as a carpet. We would like to invite
anyone interested to make a poppy – it can be crocheted, knitted, cut out in paper
or material for our exhibition in August. We would like children to take part. If it is
in memory of someone you know who fought on the Somme, their name can be
attached somehow. You could paint a spray of poppies or photograph some – they
are at their most beautiful now. We will work out how we will display them when
we know how many we have. It would be wonderful if it could be a real community
project. Look out for details in the next couple of weeks. Let us remember those
who gave their lives – and as we do so, let us pray for peace in our world that never again the nations of the world will be locked in such a conflict.
* The 1914-1919 war was known as the Great War until the Second World War,
when it became more generally known as the First World War

Congratulations: The Heritage Centre would like to congratulate its youngest
member, Douglas Neve, on being awarded a B.A. in History by the University of
Kent. He obtained a 2:1, which is a great result in a difficult subject and did particularly well in his Dissertation. We wish Douglas well for the future – I am looking
forward to his Graduation Day at the Cathedral, when THE HAT will come out
again!
Dr Dawn Crouch Consultant Historian
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FROM THE TREASURER
May 2016 Monthly Financial Review
In May RECEIPTS amounted to £5,406.74
We received a £668.45 Diocesan Interregnum refund, £699.00 for funeral and
banns fees, £794.01 from the Plant Sale and £622.74 donations for charities.

We made PAYMENTS of £4,931.92
£300 for interregnum fees, £265.00 for the upkeep of services, £180 for a lightning
conductor test, £340 fees assigned to the Diocese , £300 Architects fees for the
Heritage Lottery Grant Application and £493.14 donations to charities.
This resulted in an operating SURPLUS of £474.82

(DESIGNATED FUNDS)
The Flower fund stands at £61; Clerestory Windows Fund at £794.01

Brenda Carter (Treasurer)

GOD’S GIFT
As I strolled along the seashore
The sand firm beneath my feet,
And looked at your creation
I marvelled at what I see.
I looked across the waters
And saw yachts with sails upright,
The sunset looked so beautiful
And the sunbeams shone so bright.
What a wonderful world we live in
With mountains and valleys below.
Yet the sea is all around us
Where fisherman daily go.
So let’s us look on the bright side
As we do our daily task,
And let us count our blessings
And not put on a mask.
Words by Peter Harden.

CHURCH CLEANING
We will be having a Blitz cleaning of The Church on
Saturday September 17th. We have not had one since last Autumn, due to unforseen circumstances and with the high winds blowing masonery dust in and storms it
needs a bit of loving care. We would ask as many of you who can spare an hour or
two to come help from 10.30 / 12.00.
Thank you

Lorna, Shirley and Ann.

THE THREE LADIES
The Three Ladies, Leanne, Laura and Lorraine,
Come in all weathers – Wind or Rain.
LEANNE comes Mondays and Fridays
For one hour in the morning,
She does all the Chores and Washes up plates.
Hangs up the washing and gets on her skates!
She brings in my coffee and ginger biscuits.
Looks at the clock and says “Back at SIX”.
Leanne returns at 6pm
Opens the oven and puts supper in.
Every evening she does this
And I enjoy the Good Food.
It gladdens the heart and lightens the Mood.
LAURA comes Wednesdays from One to Three,
Hangs out the washing and looks at the sky.
By 3p.m. the washing is dry.
She bustles around and does household chores,
Hoovers the mats and washes the floors.
She returns on Fridays with the washing all ironed,
Puts it in place and skips off at a pace.
LORRAINE comes on Thursdays at 3p.m.
To shampoo and Blow Dry my hair.
She lugs in her “Gadgets”
Which she has down to a Tee,
And runs out the the door at Half Past Three.
So the three ladies, Leanne, Laura and Lorraine,
I look forward to the time when they come again.
Marie Evans

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

Thursday 21st July 9.30am St Saviour’s School End of Year Service

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.
The deadline for August 2016 “The Link” is Sunday 31st July 2016

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
St Saviour’s Ladies Circle
Meets on the fourth Monday of each month at 2.30pm.
Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 .
The Westgate Heritage Centre
SUMMER OPENING May until the end of August WEDNESDAY 10am-1pm
and SATURDAY 10am—12noon
First Saturday of the month 10.30am TALK SATURDAY 2nd JULY “The Mitfords in Westgate - 1880—1890”
SATURDAY 6th AUGUST Westgate in 1916
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring
Susan Bennett on 01843 831079

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday’s 11.45am to 1pm Church open for refreshments.
FROM Thursday 9th June and every Thursday until September OPEN
CHURCH from 10am to 12noon.
SATURDAY 16th July Friends Strawberry Tea 3.30pm
SATURDAY 23rd July 10am to 12noon Church Birthday Coffee Morning and
Gift Day

