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The Revd Dr Peter Rowe’s contribution to The Link, August 2016
On 26 July, Father Jacques Hamel, an 85 year old Catholic priest in Normandy, was
murdered while saying mass on a weekday morning in the suburbs of Rouen. He
was ‘executed’ by two men who pledged allegiance to the so-called Islamic state
terrorist organisation, Dayesh. Many people have felt this act has crossed a further
boundary.
The shock and horror in western Christendom when Thomas Becket was murdered
one dark December afternoon in 1170 in Canterbury Cathedral were no doubt
stronger than the reaction to Father Jacques’ murder, but even so the shock and horror in 2016 were as universal and profound as in the middle ages and the death of
Becket. Is nothing sacred anymore? Then as now, the question is the same.
How should we react to yet another crime fuelled by hate and a wicked perversion of
Islam, which is a noble religion? Obviously sorrow and prayer are good starting
points; hatred and fear are not. We, who struggle to be faithful followers of the
Prince of Peace, need to keep our nerve and deepen whatever relationships with
Muslims we already have. I used to be a regular visitor to the Friday prayers in the
mosque in Maidstone when I was in my last parish, and I now want to become a
regular visitor to the mosque in Margate. If you would like to join me there one Friday, please come along with me.
Hatred and fear in this country are not only afflicting our Muslim neighbours, in
whose name Dayesh and other groups of terrorists quite untruthfully purport to act in
their foul ways, but also those others living in the country who belong to member
states of the European Union (of which we remain a member ourselves for the time
being) or who are seeking asylum from Syria, Afghanistan and other places where
ordinary people are routinely maimed, raped, left destitute and homeless, to say
nothing of the trauma of being in the front-lines of wars not their own, and at risk of
losing life itself at any moment.
Since the Referendum on whether to stay in the European Union, or to leave it, there
has been a shameful rise in verbal and physical attacks on those who quite legally
live and work in the United Kingdom. I have been told of children from other European countries being bullied in school playgrounds, and told that in the Referendum
we voted to get rid of you lot, so why don’t you just go now. Their parents are also
under attack because of their nationalities. This shames us.
Is it any wonder that asylum seekers make their very dangerous journeys to our
shores, and spend every penny on the journey for the ‘help’ of heartless and disgusting criminals who lack any decency or compassion? If we had to confront any of
things they face, would we not struggle for something better for ourselves and our
families, and take the risks that they take? And having reached the relative safety of
the United Kingdom, which believes that it has a Christian culture, which prides
itself on how much it does for the poor around the world, and which still sees itself
as the home of fair play, would not we be allowed to expect a kind word and a helping hand from those into whose peaceful and prosperous country we had come to
find peace and hope? Yes, of course we would. Would we get it? To our shame, we
probably would not, if the reception so many of us give to those in difficulties now
is anything to go by.

The judgement of Scripture should leave us feeling pretty uncomfortable. Jesus
said:
‘You have heard that it was said, “You shall love your neighbour and hate
your enemy.” But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who
persecute you, so that you may be children of your Father in heaven; for he
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. For if you love those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not even the tax-collectors do the same? And if you
greet only your brothers and sisters, what more are you doing than others?
Do not even the Gentiles do the same? Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly Father is perfect.’ (Matthew 5: 43-48)
If we should love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us, how much more
should we do for the vast majority of British Muslims who are neither our enemies
nor our persecutors, and who are perhaps even more outraged than we are at the
murder of Father Jacques which wicked men said was done in the name of Islam.
Our European neighbours are not enemies or persecutors, any more than are the vast
majority of other migrants. We should love them all and pray for them all.
The experience that Liz and I have had with the people of Westgate-on-Sea both in
the church and the wider community has been one of unfeigned welcome and even
pleasure that we have made our home here for a while. Alas it is that some others
living here as we are now have not been received as generously. Jesus calls for
something a lot better from us all.
One other thing: there has been talk that churches should take extra precautions and
become more security minded, to ensure that our services are not disrupted and that
the congregation and its ministers are not subject to physical attack. While I agree
that we should not go out of our way to make ourselves targets to attack from those
who wish us no good, I also believe that we should not become so scared and inward looking that we are no longer free to be witnesses to the goodness and love of
God, seen so clearly in the life and teachings of His Son and our Lord, Jesus Christ.
As disciples of Jesus, we should always be stout of heart, and generous and kind.
Nothing less will do.
God bless you all and all with whom you have dealings.
Peter

ADDITIONAL CHURCH OPENING HOURS
The Church will be open from 10am to 12noon
FROM JUNE 9th and EVERY THURSDAY until SEPTEMBER

Churchwardens’ Report
On Tuesday, 19th July, we enjoyed watching Year 6 of St. Saviour’s C. E. Junior School entering the Church by the West Door and waiting to walk up the
centre aisle to receive their Graduation Certificate from Mr. Nick Bonell, the
Headmaster and have their photograph taken with him. The parents and
their siblings and members of staff watched them with great pride as their
time at St. Saviour’s was drawing near. The ceremony ended with a message and a blessing by Revd Dr Peter Rowe.
On Thursday, we were then pleased to welcome all the school and parents
to the traditional end of year church service. The Church was full for this
occasion when the year groups sang their songs, said their prayers and
gave thanks for the great times they had enjoyed during their time at St.
Saviour’s. Each pupil in Year 6 was presented with a Youth Bible from the
school and a bookmark from St. Saviour’s Church, by Revd Dr Peter Rowe
and the Chairman of Governors, Mr. Graham Neve.
The 23rd July was the Gift Day and Coffee Morning held in celebration of the
132nd Birthday of St. Saviour’s Church. The activities included the lighting
and sharing of the Birthday cake, sale of fresh produce, a lucky dip raffle and
a display of vintage cameras. Many generous Gift Day envelopes were received with thanks, and together with the special envelopes already received at the preceding Church services, £548.17 was added to our funds
for the upkeep and ministry of St. Saviour’s Church. We would like to thank
all those who gave so generously on this occasion. We are most grateful for
your support.
We would like to remind you that following the wedding on Saturday, 6th
August at 4pm, the Art and Craft Group will be delivering their stands in
preparation for setting up their display on Sunday after the 10.30am service
and opening their Exhibition on Monday, 8th August at 10am. The Exhibition
will then be open daily 10am – 4pm (Fridays 1pm – 4pm only and Saturdays,
10am – 12noon) until Saturday, 20th August at 12noon. The Exhibition will
be set up at the back of the Church so there will be no refreshments available on Sunday 14th August but there will be a Baptism at 12.30pm. All are
welcome to the Exhibition.
Thank you to the volunteers who are kindly helping to keep the grounds in
good order. We are very grateful as it makes such a difference to see the
Church surrounded by borders which are well cared for and tidy.

For your information, the question of our future in “The Villages Group” is
still under review and Peter, the Churchwardens and Clare Wheeler will be
attending a meeting to discuss this issue on Saturday, 15th October 10am –
3pm.
Peter and the Churchwardens will also be attending a Creative Mission Forum on 19th September to find out about church buildings and connecting
with communities.
We are now looking forward to our Family Service on Sunday, 7th August
led by Peter, when we will hear about Abraham trusting God.
With love and blessings from Christine and Brenda

BELLRINGERS WANTED—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
Want to try a new hobby? If you are aged between 9 and 90 you are welcome to
come and join us on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the Bell Tower—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED—tuition given.

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 3rd July Nancy Conroy
Sunday 17th July

Rae-Anna Leigh Patricia Lamprell
Iris Madeleine Eleanor and Milla Lucy Grace Menzies

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Dot, Jenny, Tina, Evelyn, Maureen, Marie, Stanley, Rose, Charlotte, Phyll, Eric,
Tony, Angela, Margaret, Jenny H, Len , Carol , Donna, Stephen , Gill , Elizabeth
and those on the prayer board.

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
Louisa Nicholls

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
James Thomas Wilson, Brenda Cowderoy, Esther Turberfied

WESTGATE ART AND CRAFT GROUP
ANNUAL EXHIBITION 2016
From Monday 8th to Saturday 20th August
At St Saviour’s Church, Westgate-on-Sea
Viewing Hours:
Monday to Thursday10am to 4pm
Friday: 1pm to 4pm
Saturday 13th : 10am to 1pm
Saturday 20th: 10am to 12 noon
Sundays: Closed all day
Admission Free
Refreshments

CHURCH GROUNDS
We aim to do the annual church grounds cutting and trimming of the bushes and
hedges in the Autumn and an advance note of the dates, Saturdays October 22 nd
and 29th .
Thanks to Graham, Douglas, Chris, Elaine and Valerie for their sterling work in tackling the ivy and weed growth along the Westgate Bay Avenue bed with Ann and me
on Saturday July 9th. Also to Christina and Ian who were unable to join us then but
came along beforehand to make a start on the work. We had 18 large bag loads to
take to the tip the following Monday, plus a couple of quite large branches which
appeared from somewhere and found their way onto the pile.
Thanks also to the Heritage Centre for giving us a very welcome break for tea and
coffee.
The work is half completed. We have a couple of Saturdays booked in and already
advertised for the annual hedge and bush trimming on October 22nd and 29th. I
hope that with enough supporters and decent weather we might be able then also
to continue the ivy and convolvulus clearance.
Alan Clark

Westgate Heritage Centre
It seems almost unbelievable that our summer programme is almost at an end – on
Saturday 3rd September we have the last talk of the season. The subject is “Christ
Church clock”, which is now striking again after a long silence, thanks to a grant
from Westgate-on-Sea Town Council. I think that this has been at no direct cost to
the council taxpayer, as the money came from the “splitting of the assets,” which
took place, when Westgate broke away from Margate in 2015 to become a minor
authority in its own right. The clock was so important to the town that its care was
taken over by Thanet District Council some years ago under legislation which enabled them to maintain public clocks, but they could not afford to help with its repair
at this present time.
In 1927 the clock mattered enough to the residents of Westgate that, when it needed a costly repair, money was raised by public subscription. Christ Church is fortunate to have the original hand-written list of donors in its archives and it is most
interesting to see just who it was who subscribed. This is one of the documents on
which I will draw for my talk. I will be assisted by my hard-working and longsuffering “minion” who will be in charge of the projector, but I will also be joined by
one of our members, Mike Bundock, who is an horologist and has studied the workings of the clock.
However, before then, in August, at the same time that the Westgate Art Group is
holding its annual exhibition in church, the Heritage Centre will be holding its own
exhibition to commemorate the centenary of the Battle of the Somme. I am delighted with the response to my appeal for “Poppies of Remembrance” and we have
enough to make a bed of hand-made poppies to place around our display boards,
which will be in the south aisle. We have room for more! We also have room for
personal tributes to relatives who fought in the Great War (anywhere and at anytime). Those I have received so far are very moving.
The main part of the exhibition will be in two parts – tributes to the twelve Westgate men who lost their lives on the Somme in the 141 days of the Battle and an
information board on Wilfred Percy Nevill of the East Surrey Regiment, who led his
men “over the top” on 1st July 1916, when the whistles blew at 7.30 a.m., by kicking
a football decorated with the words, “The Great European Cup-Tie Final. East Surreys v Bavarians. Kick Off at Zero” Wilfred Nevill spent his most formative years at
boarding school in Westgate at Penrhyn Lodge in Sea Road. His school had reserved
pews in St Saviour’s Church, so it seems right that we should remember him with
pride on this centenary. Dr Dawn Crouch Consultant Historian
A picture of “Christchurch clock appears on the next page.

THE WEATHER
Sometimes it is hot,
And sometimes it is cold,
Sometimes it is wet
And sometimes it is dry.
Whatever the weather
We ALL of us moan
So the best thing to do
Is just sit and groan.
Marie Evans
P.S. The English man’s “TOPIC” of Conversation!

News From St Saviour’s Church of England School

Another school year has come to an end and we say goodbye to another
Year 6 cohort. I attended this year's leavers' service slightly late this year due
attending a domestic violence strategy meeting; as I walked through Westgate, I heard my name called from a car and was greeted by a young man
who had been in my first class at St.Saviour's when I joined as maths and
science leader in 2006. The boy had been bright and very well behaved, a
joy to teach and had grown up into a very tall apparently prosperous young
man in a very nice car!
The chance encounter reminded me of why I became a teacher. It is a real
privilege to help set in place the foundations for children to become productive, happy members of society. A good education can help create young
people with the skills to drive an economy but schools can and do go further.
Children learn to value themselves and others at school, the hurly burly and
challenges of school life teaches children to deal with difference and conflict.
Each challenge and new experience, whether it be taking an exam, completing a cross country event or taking a role in an end of term production are all
formative experiences which build confidence and resilience. As I watched
our year sixes collecting their leavers certificates I remembered them coming
to St. Saviour's for the first time as tiny and tearful Year three children; parents do most of the hard work but I felt proud of the part our staff had played
in this transformation.
Knowing that most of our children will go on to happiness and prosperity
makes the challenges of working in an increasingly challenging educational
environment worthwhile. Though it makes me feel old, it always delightful
when a familiar voice says hello (Thanet is a small place) and I realise I am
face to face with an ex-pupil; I also assume I am doing something right as
these young people always seem happy to greet an old teacher!
Nick Bonell (Headteacher)
Candles in the Dark by Ann Chick
Like candles in the dark they shine
Like candles in the dark,
Who bear oppressions, heavy cross,
Who pay the price who know the cost,
Who walk the shadow-side of life
Who choose the dark, the war, the strife;
Who stand unbowed, unbought, unsold,
Who live in light yet dwell in cold,
Who know the fear, the pain, the price
Yet live their lives through sacrifice:
Like candles in the dark they shine
Like candles in the dark.
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FROM THE TREASURER

June 2016 Monthly Financial Review
In June RECEIPTS amounted to £3,489.99

We received donations of £367.80 plus £206.00 from the Queen’s Birthday Tea
and £617.61 from the June Fair.
We made PAYMENTS of £3,307.48

The monthly £1,799.00 for Parish Share, £410.42 for Insurance and £377.64 for gas
and electricity.
This resulted in an operating SURPLUS of £182.51
(DESIGNATED FUNDS)
The Flower fund stands at £61; Clerestory Windows Fund at £903.61
Brenda Carter (Treasurer)

CHURCH CLEANING
We will be having a Blitz cleaning of The Church on
Saturday September 17th. We have not had one since last Autumn, due to unforseen circumstances and with the high winds blowing masonery dust in and storms it
needs a bit of loving care. We would ask as many of you who can spare an hour or
two to come help from 10.30 / 12.00.
Thank you

Lorna, Shirley and Ann.

HELPING THANET FOOD LINK Charity No. 1166696
Here in Thanet and throughout our Country there is a great need for Food Banks.
Please can those that worship at St Saviour’s and anyone in our local community
bring Non perishable food Tins of Vegetables/Meat, Longlife Milk, Tinned fish, biscuits, jam, cereal bars,
whatever you like to eat to the Church. Opening times to be found in this magazine, “The Link”.
You will always be made welcome at St Saviour’s.
When our box at the back of the Church is full, it is taken regularly to a local distribution centre, for everyone who has a need. It is then empty for you all to refill.
It takes a lot of food to feed a family.
THANK YOU to those that do bring food, there is always room for more, so please
find it in your Hearts to help others.
Your gift however small or large will be much appreciated.
Thank You.
May God Bless You.
Anne and John Bartlett

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.
The deadline for September 2016 “The Link” is Sunday 28th August
2016

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 . BIBLE STUDY GROUP RECONVENES THURSDAY 14th
SEPTEMBER
The Westgate Heritage Centre
SUMMER OPENING May until the end of August WEDNESDAY 10am-1pm
and SATURDAY 10am—12noon
First Saturday of the month 10.30am TALK SATURDAY 6th AUGUST Westgate in 1916
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring
Susan Bennett on 01843 831079

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday’s 11.45am to 1pm Church open for refreshments.
FROM Thursday 9th June and every Thursday until September OPEN
CHURCH from 10am to 12noon
Monday 1st August—Friday 5th August Scripture Union Beach Mission at
Minnis Bay
Monday 8th –20th August Art & Craft Group Exhibition and Display by Heritage Centre in church—see posters for details

