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Dear Friends
Deepening Discipleship and Authorised Lay Ministry
For some years the diocese has been offering a Deepening Discipleship Course, designed to ‘help you explore the journey of calling and discipleship in the light of
Jesus’ own call in Mark’s Gospel. It will help you reflect on your journey of discipleship and explore how your unique calling fits within your Christian community’s
calling to express the Kingdom of God. It will also help you apply some key discipleship practices as a basis for developing a life that continually seeks and honours
God.’
Although offered in the context of each participant’s local church community, it is
very much concerned with personal journeys. ‘You will need to be honest about the
present shape of your spiritual life, open to new insights from Scripture and willing
to make changes. And you will need to give time to work on some of this between
taught sessions. It’s not about giving you more information, but discovering resources for spiritual growth.’
For a general introduction, look at https://www.canterburydiocese.org/
deepeningdiscipleship/. A fuller leaflet is available at https://
www.canterburydiocese.org/media/deepeningdiscipleship/
deepeningdiscipleshipleaflet.pdf.
Deepening Discipleship courses are taking place this autumn in various parts of the
diocese, including in Margate (venue to be confirmed), where it will be taught between 7.30pm and 9.30pm on eight Tuesdays, being 11, 18 and 25 October, 8, 15
and 22 November, and 6 and 13 December. .The course application form needs to be
downloaded from the diocesan website (https://www.canterburydiocese.org/media/
deepeningdiscipleship/application_thanet.pdf) and completed. It needs to be signed
also by me, as you need my support before you apply. I hardly think I will withhold
it!
There is no charge for this course, and I will ask the PCC to cover travel costs at the
diocesan rate of 45p per mile if that will help any participants from St Saviour’s.
Having completed the Deepening Discipleship course, you may consider going on
for a bit more study with a view to making yourself available to be authorised by the
parish to carry out certain ministries within the church community. This is known as
Authorised Lay Ministry (ALM), and to be involved in this you need to have completed the Deepening Discipleship Course first. For an introduction go to https://
www.canterburydiocese.org/alm/. A leaflet on becoming an Authorised Lay Minister is at https://www.canterburydiocese.org/media/alm/almleaflet.pdf. The ALM
programme helps prepare candidates to share ministry as a Healing and Wholeness
Minister, a Pastoral Assistant, a Worship Leader, or a Funeral and Bereavement
Minister. You can see a course guide at https://www.canterburydiocese.org/media/
alm/almcourseguide.pdf.
As we move forward within the deanery in considering how each parish can provide
the ministry that both congregation and community need, it is becoming clear that
relying on clergy to do most of it, as in the past, is not realistic. Clergy numbers are
falling and average clergy age is rising (I am myself already seventy).

We all need to share in the work of ministry, and there are increasing opportunities
for lay people to become involved in sharing in the provision of ministry both to
each other and to the wider community. The church needs ALMs not just as an optional extra, but increasingly as a vital part of keeping our church communities going at all.
Although things have changed a lot since most of us were children, our world is still
God’s world, and we do not need to be discouraged at how things are today. God
loves his creation and his people not one jot less than he did a lifetime ago. So do
not be down-hearted. Rather, be generous and think what you can do to be God’s
hands and eyes in our world today. Who knows? You may have a vocation to share
in ministry with me and others already offering it as best we can. If you think you
may have, do please read what is on the diocesan website, and please come and talk
to me so that we can explore together.
Love to you all.
Peter

Dear Peter
Thank you for your kind support in making the SU Minnis Bay Holiday Club possible.
God has continued to demonstrate in power how good He is. God bless you and
your fellowship’s faithfulness and dedication. Thank you for providing cakes, speaking at breakfast, accommodation, prayer, finances and much more. A team of 107
volunteers came together in Minnis Bay under His sovereignty to serve Him. We
were blessed with a diverse team. The love of Jesus that holds us together was evident from the moment team members gathered on the Saturday morning – the
chorus of conversation and joy was simply beautiful. How mighty is Our God!
We registered 587 children and young people. We continue to see numbers consolidated in the Tiddlers (0-4 year olds) and attendances in the Supertrogs Group (1518 year olds) were good. Daily attendances remained consistent throughout the
fortnight - between 300 and 350 per day for the morning clubs at which the main
Christian input is given.
We were able to run all the activities that were planned. Attendances at the afternoon events were good and the crowds that gathered were visible to all. The family
events continued to provide opportunities to engage with adults and the Girl’s
Night Out was again popular (as was the annual water fight and a new event called
‘The Inflatables’ – these two events attracted the largest numbers. The Community
Serve projects were positively received as we worked with the local Community
Warden to make a real impact in the local community. We ran two sessions at a
day care Centre for elderly people and cleared an overgrown area at a local primary
school so that the children could enjoy the pond and learn about wild life. The
Grand Finale, held at the All Saints Church was packed out.
Amidst all the activities, the 'God is Alive' theme trailed the call to follow Jesus, the
author of life. There were stories of salvation, healings (one young person received
physical healing to her foot which had not functioned since birth) and miracles.
Most of the venues had a prayer tent erected in the building. This was open
throughout the session with team members praying and then being joined by children asking for prayer. The Holy Spirit moved in power and it was an honour to see
God at work. On the final evening team members showed courage in sharing how
God had ministered to them and given them new insights of His ways. Three team
members, on the fringe of their faith, committed their lives to Jesus.
Thank you so much and may you know His peace and comfort. In His service, In His
name and for His glory.

(On behalf of the Leadership team)

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 14th August

Macie Leigh Jarman

Sunday 21st August

Elijah Peter Cornwell

Sunday 28th August

Jaxon Adam Dawkins,

Arabella Lilly Page

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”
Saturday 6th August

Lorna Dunbar and Aaron Yates

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Dot, Jenny, Tina, Maureen, Marie, Stanley, Rose, Charlotte, Phyll, Tony, Angela,
Margaret, Carol , Donna, Gill , Elizabeth, Tana, Ken and those on the prayer board.

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
Evelyn Purdy

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”

Churchwardens’ Report
The first weekend of August was very busy with lots of furniture shifting. The
Heritage Centre set up during the Friday afternoon for the talk on Saturday
morning, which looked at how Westgate-on-Sea was affected by the Great
War, and then, at lunchtime on Saturday, cleared everything away again.
Stuart and Brenda came early in the afternoon to get the church ready for the
wedding of Aaron Yates and Lorna Dunbar, which the Revd Lesley Valiant
kindly conducted as the Revd Dr Peter Rowe had a previous engagement
that afternoon. As Stuart and Brenda moved everything back after the wedding, members of the Heritage Centre returned to set up their 2-week display
in the south aisle commemorating the Battle of the Somme in 1916. As soon
as the Heritage Centre left, members of Westgate Art and Craft Group arrived with their display boards and stands. After the family service on Sunday, the Heritage display was decorated with poppies made by the Rainbows, the children attending the family service, residents of Norfolk House
and a number of others who had responded to the appeal made by Dr Dawn
Crouch. The Art and Craft Group returned after lunch to set up their display,
which opened on Monday 8th and ran for 2 weeks. The exhibitions by the
Heritage Centre and the Art and Craft Group attracted many visitors both
local people and holidaymakers to our church building. We are very grateful
to all who helped with the unlocking and locking of the church during the exhibitions and those who swept up and returned everything to the right place
when the exhibitions ended. As you can see from the above, many things
such as arranging the flowers, cleaning the church and looking after the
church grounds get done when no one is about. Thank you to everyone who
helps keep our beautiful church building and grounds looking their best. Opportunities for others to help with cleaning the church and tidying the grounds
can be found elsewhere in this magazine.
Our thoughts are now turning to harvest. The harvest lunch will be held in
church on Saturday 24th September at 12noon, the Piggy Bank Nursery are
coming for their harvest on Wednesday 28th September and our own harvest
festival will be combined with the family service on Sunday 2 nd October at
10.30am. The church will be decorated for harvest on Saturday 1st October
starting at 9.30am. Please join us, if you are free that morning. To help with
the decoration, it would be appreciated if Non-Perishable gifts of food
could be brought to church beforehand. Gifts of small packets of biscuits and
sweets will be delivered to the 7 residential homes and all other gifts will be
given to the Thanet Food Link. Thank you.
With love and blessings from Brenda and Christine

CHURCH GROUNDS
We aim to do the annual church grounds cutting and trimming of the bushes and
hedges in the Autumn and an advance note of the dates, Saturdays October 22 nd
and 29th .
Alan Clark

Friends of St Saviours Church
On Wednesday 21 September at 2.30 pm the Friends are holding an Autumn quiz,
cost per person £2.50 only.
Homemade cakes and biscuits will be provided.
Do come along and enjoy yourselves . I t will be great fun.
The venue for the event will be St Saviours Church. Susan Bennett chairperson.
Autumn Fayre
The Autumn Fayre will be held on Saturday 19 November 10-12 in church.
We will need lots of gifts for Christmas, tombola prizes, raffle prizes, puzzles and
games. books and home produce.
We did well in the Summer raising much needed funds. Thankyou for all your help
at this event. Susan Bennett
BELLRINGERS WANTED—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
Want to try a new hobby? If you are aged between 9 and 90 you are welcome to
come and join us on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the Bell Tower—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED—tuition given.
Hi My dear friends I am very pleased to hear how you are all getting on because I
phone Brenda Carter and she lets me know and I am very pleased to hear and I am
missing you but just letting you know if you wanted to pass on a message for me
please let Brenda Carter know so when I phone Brenda next she can let me know
Best wishes from David from St Saviours church before
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FROM THE TREASURER
July 2016 Monthly Financial Review
In July RECEIPTS amounted to £6,254.14

We received a very generous donation of £3,000 and £548.17 from the Gift Day
Activities.

We made PAYMENTS of £8,541.45
This included £5,125 paid into the Deposit Account and £186 for tuning and
maintenance of the organ.

This resulted in an operating DEFICIT of £2,287.31.

(DESIGNATED FUNDS)
The Flower fund stands at £61; Clerestory Windows Fund at £1,087.36
Brenda Carter (Treasurer)

Westgate Heritage Centre
What an interesting two weeks we have just enjoyed! Whilst the Westgate Art and
Craft Group were holding its annual exhibition, the Heritage Centre mounted displays to commemorate the Centenary of the 141 days of the Battle of the Somme,
in which twelve Westgate men lost their lives. Westgate residents had been invited
to “Make a Poppy for the Somme” and there was an excellent response from people of all ages, many of whom were unconnected with either the Heritage Centre or
St Saviour’s Church. Among them were the Westgate Rainbows and the residents of
Norfolk House. These poppies, of all sizes and made from all kinds of materials, allowed us to have a bed of them around our display boards.
During the time the church was open, there were many visitors, including
those who had come in just to see the church. They were genuinely interested and,
whilst I was stewarding, I was asked diverse questions about the stained glass, the
organ, the stencilling in the chancel and the reason why some of the pews are
marked as “Free”. It was such a joy and privilege to have the opportunity to talk to
people without being in the usual hurry!
It was the tenth year that the Art Group has held its exhibition in the church.
They used to hold it in the upstairs room at Westgate Library, but when the Disability Discrimination Act came into force, that venue was no longer suitable. The pews
at the back of St Saviour’s church had been removed in 2003 to create a space for
social and liturgical activities and for work with children and Fr John Richardson and
the PCC of the day were happy to be able to accommodate the painters, knitters
and needlewomen of Westgate so that they could display their skills. It was advantageous to the church as well, as, in 2004, St Saviour’s had received a grant from
English Heritage of more than £100,000 to help pay for the repairs to the tower and
in return the PCC was committed to the church being open to the public for fifty-six
days a year for three hours at a time (excluding services).
Our autumn/winter programme begins this year on the SECOND Saturday of
October (8th), as those decorating the church for the Harvest Festival on 2 nd October
need to have it available on the first Saturday. We have a very varied programme of
Saturday talks, given by members other than myself. There are several of them who
have been doing really interesting research and now is the time for them to showcase it – I won’t be sitting at home doing nothing, as I am hoping that I will be able
to complete the files that make up our history of Westgate – there are five more to
do and each one will take me at least a month. Look out for details of our activities,
which will be included in The Link

Meanwhile, mark Saturday 10th September in your diaries as a National Heritage
Day. From Thursday 8th to Sunday 11th September buildings not normally open to
the public will open their doors. Others, which usually make charge, will be free or
will put on something different. (It is the same day as Ride and Stride, which is described elsewhere)
There is a very comprehensive programme for Thanet. Thirty-three attractions will be available over the four days. In Westgate, it is only being kept on the
Saturday. There will be guided tours of St Saviour’s Church at 11.00a.m.and 2.00
p.m. and of the Town Hall Buildings at 2.00 and 3.00 p.m. (The Town Hall Buildings
have never been open to the public before). Christ Church URC Church is putting
on a Tea with Music (tickets needed) from 3.30 p.m. to 5.30 p.m.
Copies of the full Thanet programme are available at the Heritage Centre.
We look forward to seeing you
Dr Dawn Crouch
THE GIFT
We are given the greatest gift of ALL,
The Gift of Life.
Many continue along the road,
Sadly some will fall.
Life can be full of stress and tears
But as we plod on throughout the years,
We do not have so many fears.
As we grow older
We become more bolder,
We can sit back in our chairs
And raise a glass,
And with our Good Friends,
Say – Ah Cheers! Marie Evans
From the Friends of St Saviour’s Church
Committee members would like to thank everyone who supported our strawberry
tea on 16th July in any way. Special thanks are due to Joy Palmer for all that she did
behind the scenes to ensure we had everything we needed and to those who
helped on the day even though they are not on the committee. We hope you enjoyed the tea and natter and are pleased to report that the event raised £242.00
for our funds. This will help us meet grant requests from the PCC for maintenance
of the church building and grounds.
Our next event is a fun quiz on Wednesday 21st September at 2.30pm in church.
Please come and support us.
Christine Attwood, Secretary

CHURCH CLEANING
We will be having a Blitz cleaning of The Church on
Saturday September 17th. We have not had one since last Autumn, due to unforseen circumstances and with the high winds blowing masonery dust in and storms it
needs a bit of loving care. We would ask as many of you who can spare an hour or
two to come help from 10.30 / 12.00.
Thank you

Lorna, Shirley and Ann.

HELPING THANET FOOD LINK Charity No. 1166696
Here in Thanet and throughout our Country there is a great need for Food Banks.
Please can those that worship at St Saviour’s and anyone in our local community
bring Non perishable food Tins of Vegetables/Meat, Longlife Milk, Tinned fish, biscuits, jam, cereal bars,
whatever you like to eat to the Church. Opening times to be found in this magazine, “The Link”.
You will always be made welcome at St Saviour’s.
When our box at the back of the Church is full, it is taken regularly to a local distribution centre, for everyone who has a need. It is then empty for you all to refill.
It takes a lot of food to feed a family.
THANK YOU to those that do bring food, there is always room for more, so please
find it in your Hearts to help others.
Your gift however small or large will be much appreciated.
Thank You.
May God Bless You.
Anne and John Bartlett

THE BIG BLACK DOG
I wonder if Christ had a big black dog
All curly and woolly like mine,
With long silky ears and a nose round and wet,
And with eyes brown and tender that shine.
I’m afraid that he didn’t, because I have read
How He prayed in the garden alone,
For all His friends and disciples had fled—
Even Peter—the one called a stone.
And I am sure that the big black dog
With a heart so tender and warm
Would never have left him to suffer alone
But, creeping right under His arm
Would have licked the dear fingers in agony
clasped
And counted all favours but loss,
When they took Him away he’d have trotted behind
And followed Him right to the Cross.
Anon.

Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre
Based in St Saviour’s Church
Annual charity event
for
Macmillan Cancer Support & Cancer Research UK
RESEARCH and SUPPORT
On FRIDAY SEPTEMBER 30TH from 2pm to 4pm Heritage Centre volunteers will be
holding their annual charity fund raising afternoon in St Saviour’s Church.
Come and have a cuppa, meet your friends and enjoy some home baked goodies,
all of which will raise money for MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT.
Along with our Macmillan Event of afternoon tea and coffee, when we appeal to
you, our lovely cake makers (or buyers) to donate MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT a
cake, biscuits, scones, or traditional bread pudding, as you so kindly regularly
do……….we are adding an appeal for you to de-clutter. We can sell your unwanted
goods and gifts and send the money to CANCER RESEARCH UK.
It seemed to make sense to us if we support both charities – RESEARCH and SUPPORT and help both.
We sincerely hope you will be happy to support us to do this.

DE-CLUTTER FOR CANCER RESEARCH UK
and
BAKE FOR MACMILLAN CANCER SUPPORT

From mid September you will be able to drop off your unwanted gifts and clutter (in
good condition, neatly packed into bags please) to F3: 73 Sea Road, or we can collect. 07955 913838

We can also collect your cakes/clutter Thursday or Friday morning, or you can drop
them off at St Saviour’s Church on Friday 30th from 1pm onwards. No earlier please
as there is a church service until 1pm.

Thank you

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.
The deadline for October 2016 “The Link” is Sunday 25th September
2016

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 . BIBLE STUDY GROUP RECONVENES THURSDAY 15th
SEPTEMBER
The Westgate Heritage Centre
WINTER OPENING Open on the !st Saturday of each month 10am to 12 noon
First Saturday of the month 10.30am TALK also open on the Wednesday
morning following the Talk.
Saturday 3rd September 10.30 Talk—Christ Church URC Clock.
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring
Susan Bennett on 01843 831079
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday’s 11.45am to 1pm Church open for refreshments.
FROM Thursday 9th June and every Thursday until September 22nd (inc.)
OPEN CHURCH from 10am to 12noon
Saturday 10th September FRIENDS OF KENT CHURCHES RIDE & STRIDE
10am to 6pm.
Heritage Day 10am to 4pm Church tours 11am and 2pm FREE.
Saturday 17th September Church Blitz Clean
Saturday 24th September 12noon Harvest Lunch
Sunday 25th September 3.30pm Songs of Praise
Friday 30th September 2pm to 4pm Heritage Centre Charity Event

