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Dear All
I hope you all had a very merry Christmas, and that 2017 will bring you health and
happiness.
Before we say goodbye to Christmas, some thank yous are in order. I am not going
to single out people by name (you know who you are and, if you did not get involved, who you are not). Thanks to everybody who cleaned the church and then
decorated it and the tree in preparation for Christmas. Thanks too for setting up the
crib and arranging the flowers. Thanks for all the background work behind the
scenes getting everything ready for the special services, for printing the service
sheets, and generally making sure everything went off well. Thanks to all involved
in the provision of music during the festive season. Without all of this work done by
those who put themselves out to make Christmas in the church a joyous time for the
rest of us, things would have been rather ordinary. Because of what you did, things
were anything but that. Very many thanks to all of you.
In December, I attended a Sunday morning service at the Global Generation Church
in Westwood Business Park (behind B&Q) and, as it happens, very near to the
Hornby Centre which, well, yes, I will admit it, I visited after the service! Over two
hundred people, from the very young to the very old, and including teenagers and
young families, attended the service, which was a joyous and exuberant affair. No
wonder such churches are attractive. You can see on people’s faces that the good
news of Jesus really is understood by them as good news, which they are very happy
to share with others. This is a real contrast with our more sober and less joyful practice of Christianity. I came away impressed with the range of what the church does.
The service centred around a lot of sung prayer let by a very good music group, interspersed with an address from a young lady whose work in a refugee camp in Lebanon is supported by the church, another address from one of the church leaders,
and a very simple form of eucharist in which bread and wine were shared in
memory of Jesus. I passed on your greetings to this church, and am sure that you
would be very welcome if you would like to experience one of their services. It is
very different to what we do at St Saviour’s.
On an earlier Sunday I visited the Friends Meeting House in Thanet, and was made
welcome by a congregation of about a dozen. The hour-long service of ‘expectant
waiting’ was conducted in silence throughout, and I found I was really able to concentrate on prayer. Praying silently by oneself, which we do most of the time when
praying other than at our main Sunday service, is quite different to praying silently
in a group. There is a different and powerful dynamic. It is not unusual at Quaker
prayer services to have the silence punctuated by people delivering a message which
they feel inspired to pass on to others around them. For the first time in my experience of Quaker meetings, the one I attended recently was silent throughout, and that
was powerful in itself.

One Friday I attended the Friday prayers in the mosque in Margate, and was made
very welcome by the Imam and by the person who usually preaches. He is an Arabic-speaker by birth, and also a surgeon in the QEQM hospital in Margate. Members of the congregation were quick to start talking to me, and a couple set about
trying to convert me to Islam! I sincerely respect Islam and its genuinely great
prophet Mohammed, but follow the Lord Jesus. Let me quote to you what is said in
the Second Vatican Council’s Declaration on the relation between the Church and
non-Christian religions, Nostra Aetate , promulgated in October 1965.
The Church regards with esteem also the Moslems. They adore the one God,
living and subsisting in Himself; merciful and all- powerful, the Creator of
heaven and earth, who has spoken to men; they take pains to submit wholeheartedly to even His inscrutable decrees, just as Abraham, with whom the
faith of Islam takes pleasure in linking itself, submitted to God. Though they
do not acknowledge Jesus as God, they revere Him as a prophet. They also
honour Mary, His virgin Mother; at times they even call on her with devotion. In addition, they await the day of judgment when God will render their
deserts to all those who have been raised up from the dead. Finally, they value the moral life and worship God especially through prayer, almsgiving and
fasting.
Since in the course of centuries not a few quarrels and hostilities have
arisen between Christians and Moslems, this sacred synod urges all to forget
the past and to work sincerely for mutual understanding and to preserve as
well as to promote together for the benefit of all mankind social justice and
moral welfare, as well as peace and freedom.
It is that ringing endorsement of the importance of interreligious dialogue that has
encouraged me down the years to get to know and understand people who follow
another way. At a time when ignorance about and prejudice against people different
from us is on the increase in our country, perhaps I could recommend to you a resolve to increase tolerance and understanding of our neighbours as a worthy New
Year Resolution for 2017.
Lots of love.
Peter

Churchwardens’ Report
We begin this month’s report with thanks to everyone who helped to show St
Saviour’s at its best during the Christmas Season. Thank you to those who
came to decorate the church and/or make Christingles, Graham for playing
the organ, Lesley and the Ad Hoc Singers and those who welcomed people
at services. It was pleasing to see a slight increase compared to 2015 in
numbers attending the Midnight Service and the Christmas Day Family Communion.
In addition to the Christmas greetings included in last month’s Link, cards to
all at St Saviour’s have been received from Porchlight, the Children’s Society, Andrew and Barbara, David (who used to attend on Fridays), Sir Roger
Gale MP, Anthea and Jan and Gill and Jean. We hope you were able to look
at the cards when they were on display at the back of the church.
The PCC decided at its November meeting to replace all the bulbs in the
nave with LED and to fit longer strip lights behind the altar in the memorial
chapel. The work has been done and has made the building look more inviting and brighter.
Thanks to generous donations, we have been able to purchase more puppets (they will be making their debut at Family Services in 2017) and new
microphone headsets to replace those that had been on loan. Unfortunately,
there have been a few teething troubles with the new black headset but it is
hoped they will have been rectified by the time you read this report.
We are very grateful to everyone who has given generously to our special
appeals during December. The number of toys brought to the Family Service
on 4th December was staggering. Julia, from Oasis Domestic Abuse Service,
only just managed to fit them all in her car. £173.22 was raised for Embrace
the Middle East at the Carol Service on 18th December and £399.00 was
raised for the Children’s Society at the Christingle on Christmas Eve. In addition, collections at St Saviour’s School’s Carol Concert and End of Term Service raised £248.64 for church funds.
We end with a reminder that there will be retiring collections for Porchlight on
Sunday 22nd January to help their work with the growing number of homeless
people in East Kent. That Sunday is known as “Homeless Sunday” and is the
beginning of One Week Without, Porchlight’s annual fundraising event.
With love and blessings for 2017 from Brenda and Christine

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 18th December Rafferton Joseph Ford

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Jenny, Tina, Maureen, Marie, Stanley, Rose, Phyll, Tony, Angela, Margaret, Carol ,
Donna, Tana, Ken, Ruth , Hamish and those on the prayer board.

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
Dot Goodey

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
John Arthur Thomas Holder

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church
(Registered Charity No. 1002041)
The Friends hold several social events during the year to raise funds so that money
can be granted to the PCC. These grants can only be used to
a) Maintain, repair, renew, improve and enhance and extend the structure and
fabric, furniture, furnishings, fixtures and fittings of St Saviour’s Church (including
the bells and organ) and
(b) Maintain and improve the garden and grounds of the Church including the surrounding walls
We are anticipating a grant request from the PCC early in 2017 to meet the cost of
the recently installed LED lighting in the church, cutting the grass in the church
grounds for the past two summers and the testing of portable electrical equipment
last autumn.
Our first event of 2017 is the annual coffee morning on Saturday 28th January
from 10am to 12noon in Church. Admission is free but there will be a small charge
for refreshments. There will also be a raffle and the opportunity to renew subscriptions or become a first-time member. Please note you do not need to worship in St
Saviour’s Church to become a member of The Friends.
Thanks to the many donations and a very generous legacy last year, the annual
subscription can be kept at £2.00.
We look forward to seeing you at the coffee morning.
Christine Attwood
Secretary

Doris Goodey – known to us all as Dot
I finished 2016 with a tribute to one old Westgatonian and, sadly, I must start 2017
with another, as Dot Goodey died just before Christmas in St Michael’s home,
where she had been for a short time.
Dot was not connected with St Saviour’s for many years, as she only joined
our church after the death of her husband, Jack, and for the last few years she was
unable to get to church in her buggy. Fortunately, our friends at Christ Church have
a mini-bus and they were able to transport her to church. However, the years in
which she was at St Saviour’s were packed with activity, for Dot liked to keep busy
and, for that reason, she fully deserves a tribute in The Link.
Dot’s first love outside her family was the St John Ambulance Brigade of
which she was a member for many years, serving her local branch here in Westgate
faithfully and with dedication. Until she finally became too frail she was a regular
visitor to Lourdes, where she had first gone on Escort Duty, and took several members of St Saviour’s congregation with her. Her proudest moment was almost certainly her visit to Rome, where she met His Holiness the Pope. There are references
and photos in the latest issue of the Westgate Heritage Centre Newsletter and
more information about these activities in the file on the Westgate St John Ambulance Brigade, which is in the Heritage Centre. After her “serving” days with the
Brigade, she was an ardent supporter of the St John Fellowship for retired members
and I remember her as always being active in gathering them together and bringing
them to church for special events, where they would sit, in their uniforms in a specially allotted seat, representing an important part of Westgate life.
She had an eventful life. In 2005 when I was collecting “Wartime memories”
for the 50th anniversary of the ending of the Second World War, she told me her
story (which is covered in full in the book “We Have A Story to Tell” in the Heritage
Centre Collection). I carefully recorded it, but it was only later, when I was listening
to it again that I realised how important that story happened to be, for it was the
eye-witness account of a young woman of the very first air raid of the London Blitz,
which took place in September 1940, when the London Docks (Dot lived in Poplar)
and Woolwich Arsenal were severely bombed. She had not known that herself. She
went on to tell me how she joined the WAAF, where she met her beloved Jack,
after being deployed to the armourers’ workshop to help work on the guns. He had
a reputation for not saying much, whilst Dot was very talkative! However, she soon
won him round by her skill on the guns (she was very good working with her hands)
and in March 1942 they were married at St Mary’s Church Hitchin – a real austerity
wartime wedding with Jack in uniform and Dot in a navy-blue suit – she always regretted that there could be no organ and no bells or even a proper wedding cake.
The marriage lasted over 55 years, so the absence of such details obviously did not
matter! She told me also of the hardships of the early post-war years, when there

was a shortage of everything – not in a complaining way, but with a laugh. They had
managed to obtain a small flat in Westminster and she had been told that it was
possible to get coke from the power station at Vauxhall (the winter of 1947, which I
also remember well, was notoriously cold and there was little fuel available) if one
could fetch it. Nothing daunted, she set out with a toddler holding her hand and a
baby in a pram. She obtained the coke and pushed it home in the pram with the
baby on top!
Dot’s most important work for St Saviour’s took place in the period after I
had retired as warden. My successors, Debbie and Tina, were faced with continuing
fund-raising for the tower, which I had started with a “Coin Trail” and other means.
They took it up with enthusiasm, doing a sponsored bed-push, having afternoon tea
dances and a Caribbean Day. Whenever costumes were needed there was Dot with
her needle, whether it was nurses’ uniforms or waitresses’ aprons or making things
to sell at bazaars. Many people bought the little pocket prayer crosses that she
made.
A lasting reminder of Dot is the Allsorts’ Banner in the south–east corner
of the church near the vestry door. Dot loved young people and she made this banner for St Saviour’s young people to take to the Easter Monday Pilgrimage at Canterbury Cathedral, which they attended for several years, when Fr John Richardson
was here.
Dot founded the St Saviour’s Ladies’ Circle and was a member of the Committee of the Friends of St Saviour’s – and all this was when she was well past her
biblically allotted score of seventy years. We send our condolences to her family of
which she was so very proud, as we remember her now upon another shore and
serving her Lord in a brighter light.
Dawn Crouch

Dot In Rome

Dot in her wheelchair at Lourdes

Westgate Heritage Centre
Our December meeting went well with an attendance of over 80 for Hugh
Gault’s talk on Kingsley-Wood. This issue of the Link will be published after Dr
Graham Field’s talk in January, but I am sure that it too will be well attended
and very much enjoyed. In February Sally and Anne are doing a presentation on
another section of Sea Road, then and now. I have now completed the files of
Sea Road, which have been very interesting to do and they will be added to our
collection for anyone to consult. I am currently doing one on Westgate/West
Bay itself – fascinating material is coming to light – and hope to complete that
and one on Westgate Bay Avenue before the summer season arrives.
Don’t forget that we are now open for a “pop- in” on the Wednesday after our
monthly talk from 10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. Tea and coffee – and cake- always
available!
A happy new year from all our Volunteers to all our visitors!
Dawn Crouch

BELLRINGERS WANTED—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
Want to try a new hobby? If you are aged between 9 and 90 you are welcome to
come and join us on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the Bell Tower—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED—tuition given.

HELPING THANET FOOD LINK Charity No. 1166696
Here in Thanet and throughout our Country there is a great need for Food Banks.
Please can those that worship at St Saviour’s and anyone in our local community
bring Non perishable food Tins of Vegetables/Meat, Longlife Milk, Tinned fish, biscuits, jam, cereal bars,
whatever you like to eat to the Church. Opening times to be found in this magazine, “The Link”.
You will always be made welcome at St Saviour’s.
When our box at the back of the Church is full, it is taken regularly to a local distribution centre, for everyone who has a need. It is then empty for you all to refill.
It takes a lot of food to feed a family.
THANK YOU to those that do bring food, there is always room for more, so please
find it in your Hearts to help others.
Your gift however small or large will be much appreciated.
Thank You. May God Bless You. Anne and John Bartlett

News from St Saviour’s Church of England School
The final two weeks of this term have been very busy at St. Saviour’s Church of
England Junior School. This morning, I had the privilege of watching our Year 3 children perform their Nativity play. There is something very moving about seeing Year
3 children overcome their nerves and speak or sing in front of a large audience. The
work that goes into these productions is extensive; parents make or buy costumes
and help their children to learn songs and dialogue, school staff prepare staging and
props. As I said to our audience of proud families today, seeing the looks on family
members’ faces as their children perform is one of the best parts of my job.
In addition to the Nativity, teachers have been hosting year group parties for children. Christmas parties in the afternoon are a lovely opportunity for children to
unwind, sing carols and play party games. Over the years, we have developed a
strategy whereby we fill the children with sugary food just in time for them to leave
school and be collected by parents! The food for the parties is also kindly donated
by parents.
Christmas food is also distributed by our Family Liaison Officer, Vicky Biggs. This
year, we received a large donation of food from Westgate Catholic Church. Mrs
Biggs and I have identified several families who may appreciate a helping hand at
this expensive time of year. It was very heart-warming to be contacted by a parent
who received a food package last year (due to suddenly losing her job), she finds
herself in a more secure financial position this year and was very keen to return the
favour and help other needy families. This desire to help others shows that Christian values alive and well in our community.
On behalf of everyone at St. Saviour’s Church of England Junior School, I would like
to wish everyone at St. Saviour’s Church a very happy Christmas.
Nick Bonell, Headteacher, December 2016
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FROM THE TREASURER
November 2016 Monthl y Financial Review
In November RECEIPTS amounted to £3,886.05

We received £534 funeral fees, donations of £281.40, £725.94 raised at the Autumn Fair and £276.13 collection for the British Legion.

We made PAYMENTS of £3,319.00
We paid £763.39 for British Gas call-out at weekends, £225 for bookmarks,
£276.13 collection for British Legion.

This resulted in an operating SURPLUS of £567.05

DESIGNATED FUNDS)
The Flower fund stands at £76.48; Clerestory Windows Fund at £1,179.76.
Brenda Carter (Treasurer)

Who are Porchlight?
Porchlight is Kent’s leading homelessness charity. Every year, we help thousands of people who have nowhere to live and no-one to turn to. In Thanet
we supported nearly 900 people last year, 195 of them were between the
age of 10 and 18 (through a prevention service) and a further 90 were rough
sleepers living in the brutal reality of street homelessness.
Nobody should have to face life on the streets. The people we support tell us
that it’s not just the cold or hunger – it’s the isolation that’s so hard to bear.
We give them a safe and stable place to come home and the emotional and
practical support they need to move away from the streets for good.
We are experiencing extensive funding cuts combined with a huge spike in
homelessness - a doubling of figures over the last 12 months and a tripling of
young people sleeping rough over the past two years. This means that we
need to do more and more with less and less.
We want to be there for everyone who needs us, but we can’t do it without
the generosity of the local community. This is where you come in. You can
help us to put lives back together again!
Craig’s story
Two years ago, Craig became homeless after struggling to come to terms
with the death of his partner.
“I’d gone to bits and tried to escape my problems by moving to Kent where I
grew up” he explains.
But it wasn’t the homecoming he’d hoped for.
It was the middle of winter and Craig found himself without anywhere to stay.
“Relatives couldn’t put me up full-time, so my only option was to sleep out in
the cold.”
Temperatures were freezing and he only had a sleeping bag for warmth. Like
so many in his position, his health quickly deteriorated.
“I wouldn’t wish homelessness upon my worst enemy. One night I was
robbed while I slept. From then on, I was always looking over my shoulder,
constantly afraid of what might happen next.”
Eventually, Craig made contact with Porchlight and we moved him into one
of our hostels.
“The help I received from Porchlight, particularly from my support worker
Heather, was unreal. When you’ve been living on the streets it’s easy to become confused and not think straight. Heather was always there for me.”
Craig recently moved into his own flat and we’re helping him to settle in. “It’s
like a weight has been lifted from my shoulders and I’ve got my confidence
back. I love it here and I’m so thankful for everything. It feels great to be in a
place of my own.”
For more information visit www.porchlight.org.uk

Pictures

Courtesy of

Porchlight

A BAG OF NAILS
There once was a young boy with a very bad temper. The boy’s father wanted to
teach him a lesson, so he gave him a bag of nails and told him that every time he
lost his temper he must hammer a nail into their wooden fence.
On the first day of this lesson, the little boy had driven thirty-six nails into the
fence. Yes, he was really mad!
Over the course of the next few weeks, the boy began to control his temper, so the
number of nails that were hammered into the fence dramatically decreased.
It wasn’t long before the boy discovered it was far easier to hold his temper than to
have to drive those nails into the fence. Then, the day finally came when the boy
didn’t lose his temperonce, and he became so proud of himself, he couldn’t wait to
tell his father. Pleased, his father suggested that he now pull out one nail for each
day that he could hold his temper.
Several weeks went by and the day finally came when the young boy was able to
tell his father that all the nails were gone. Very gently, the father took his son by
the hand and led him to the fence.
“You’ve done very well, son” he smiled, “but look at those holes in the fence.”
“That fence will never be the same again.”
The little boy listened carefully as his father continued to speak. “When you say
things in anger, they leave permanent scars just like these. And no matter how
many times you say you’re sorry, the wounds will still be there.”
THANK YOU FROM OASIS
A very big Thank You to all your parishioners at St Saviour's Church who recently
donated toys for the children at the Refuge. They are so kind, the children just
loved them and we really appreciate your support.
All donations directly benefit our clients at Oasis. Families affected by domestic
abuse as well as funding our early intervention work with children and young people in the local community.
We are also piloting “Time to Talk “ a programme which enables stronger communication in families. This work is very important to us and your support enables us
to help in these areas.
Christmas time can be even harder for everyone at the Refuge, The community
gathering around these women and children during this time is fantastic to
see. They really appreciate being thought of.
Thanks once again for thinking of Oasis.
With best wishes,
Helen Waddington, On Behalf of the Oasis Fundraising Team

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.
The deadline for February 2017 “The Link” is Sunday
29th January2017

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.

Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 . BIBLE STUDY STARTS AGAIN 12TH JANUARY 2017.

The Westgate Heritage Centre
WINTER OPENING Open on the !st Saturday of each month 10am to 12 noon
First Saturday of the month 10.30am TALK also open on the Wednesday
morning following the Talk 10am to 1pm.
PLEASE NOTE JANUARY 2017 DATE IS SATURDAY 7TH JANUARY
SATURDAY 7TH JANUARY 2017 The Story of Another Postcard.
Saturday 4th February Talk– Sea Road, A Pictorial Journey Part 2.
Refreshments available.

Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring
Susan Bennett on 01843 831079

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday’s 11.45am to 1pm Church open for refreshments.
Saturday 28th January 10am to 12 noon Friend’s Coffee Morning.

