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Dear All
I am not Welsh, but have always had a devotion to David, the patron saint of Wales,
because 1 March is his feast day. It ushers in a month of which it has been said that it
comes in like a lion and goes out like a lamb, and which certainly marks the transition from winter to spring, which is as good a reason as any for honouring St David.
This year, his feast is shared by Ash Wednesday, the first day of Lent which takes us
through to Holy Week and Easter, when it really will be spring.
Lent is a good time to take stock of where you have got to as a disciple of Jesus
Christ. Are you resolutely fighting the good fight or is there, if you are honest, something in your life which is lacking? You can of course answer ‘yes’ to both questions, which is good, as it probably shows that you are still our Lord’s friend and
disciple, albeit less than perfect. What is the best way to deal with whatever is lacking? For some, that question becomes What shall I give up for Lent? If you give up
chocolate or sugar, although doing so may be good for your waistline and your general health, how does it make you a better disciple? Perhaps if we do something
more rather than just give up things we will get nearer to one of the challenges of
Lent. So, rather than What should I give up for Lent? perhaps the more fruitful question is What extra things can I do in Lent?
The first thing that all of us can think about doing is increasing our personal prayer.
There should be moments each day (and not just in Lent, of course) when we place
ourselves in front of God and patiently wait for him to speak to us. If we do not hear
anything, that might be because God is content simply to allow us to give him some
of our time to honour him in loving and respectful silence or, if prayer is something
that we restrict to Sunday morning, because our ears are not yet sufficiently tuned
into God, making us think that God does not speak to us whereas in fact he does, but
we cannot hear him. There are many ways of praying. If you are not sure of what
might work for you, please do ask me and we could have a discussion about some of
the possibilities. A priest’s job is to nurture and grow disciples for Jesus, and helping
them in any way the priest can is at the core of a priest’s vocation.
There are other things that we can do to become better disciples. If you do not regularly give to the food bank, why not buy in some extra non-perishable groceries and
put them into the box at the back of the church? Who do you know who is stuck for
long hours on their own, without much in the way of possibilities for getting out?
Well, whoever they are, I am sure they would welcome a visit from you. You will be
able to think of other positive ways of drawing closer to Jesus as you draw closer to
others, whom we are told to love just as much as we love God.
During February, I visited All Saints, Birchington, one Sunday, and one Saturday,
the Thanet and District Reform Jewish Synagogue which is Margate Road,

Ramsgate, and uses a former Methodist chapel as its place of worship.
In All Saints, I met the Revd Don Witts, who told me how very busy he was, as he
even had to take services on occasion for Birchington’s Methodists. The service I
attended was a family service, which was a lot more formal than our equivalent. It
was followed by a said communion for those who wished to stay, made possible
because those who had left for coffee after the main service went to the church hall.
Having the hall makes such an arrangement possible. Because we do not have a separate place for post-service refreshments (which are an important part of our fellowship each Sunday morning), having a brief Holy Communion service for those interested after our monthly family services, which I have thought about introducing,
does not really seem possible for us at St Saviour’s.
I visited Birchington because it is a parish with which we at St Saviour’s will become increasingly involved as new patterns emerge in our part of the Thanet Deanery, especially as clergy retire and money becomes an increasing problem. There
have already been discussions in our part of the deanery on how these things will
have to be handled, in which a willingness to share together is increasingly being
seen as the only realistic way forward. So far there is no flesh on these bones. As
soon as there is, I will let you know.
My visit to the synagogue was a delight. Liz and I were invited to a Torah Breakfast,
at which we sat with about a dozen other people and enjoyed a bring and share meal.
I had heard of gefilte fish, without knowing what it was, and it was on the table on
this occasion. It consists of minced fish meat which is seasoned and made into fish
balls or patties. Although not really to my taste, a slice of what looked like two thin
pieces of cake sandwiched together with apple sauce looked really appetizing, and it
was a revelation to find that the apple sauce was actually a mixture of apple and marzipan. That was really scrumptious.
After the breakfast, the table was cleared and copies of the Torah (Genesis, Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy), were produced, containing the Hebrew original and an English translation, and some commentary). We were led through that
morning’s Torah reading by Rabbi Cliff Cohen, who until recently was working at
an inter-religious level to get ministers, priests, rabbis, imams and other religious
leaders involved in the pastoral care of migrants, both in Kent and elsewhere in the
country. Until his pioneer work in this area less than two years ago, it seems that
nothing much was being done by religious communities to attend to the pastoral
needs of migrants. Cliff has been able to pass on the baton to others, but continues to
work as part-time rabbi to his community. I was very impressed by this leader, and
also by all the people Liz and I met, who were generous in the warm welcome they
gave us both. More visits will follow.

After breakfast and the discussion on the Torah reading, Liz and I stayed for the Sabbath morning service which was said and sung in both Hebrew and English. The joy
of Jewish worship for the Christian is that there are no prayers or songs in which we
cannot with complete integrity join.
May your observance of Lent be blessed with spiritual riches and a growth in your
love of and obedience to God shown to us Christians most clearly in our Lord, Jesus
Christ.
Lots of love.
Peter

You are invited to our

Lady Day Service
on Friday 24th March at 7pm
at St. Saviour’s Church, Westgate.
All Welcome. Refreshments afterwards.

MU Pilgrimage 2017
Canterbury to Chilham (6.5 miles) – following in the footsteps of St.
Augustine

Do come and join us on Saturday 20th May,
wear walking shoes/boots and bring waterproof, water bottle and packed lunch, fare for return by train or bus.
Saturday start 10.30am meet outside main entrance to Canterbury Cathedral.

Churchwardens’ Report
In response to the appeal in our last report for more cleaners, a member of our 10.30am congregation has kindly come forward to clean the
toilet every Sunday. We are very grateful.
The Valentine’s Tea and Quiz held on 18th February was very enjoyable. Thank you to everyone who supported the event and helped us
raise £142.00 for church funds.
The PCC has recently been concerned that water from the Church
roof coming out of the cast iron downpipe was not entering the corresponding drain in the southern gulley of the Church. This has been
causing water to seep into gaps in the surrounding brickwork, which is
in a very poor condition. Following advice from our Architect, one of
two quotes has now been agreed by the PCC for the repair of the
brickwork and the local contractor will commence work in the next two
weeks at a cost of £440 + VAT.
We have no further news about our application to the Heritage Lottery
Fund for a grant towards the cost of repairs to the clerestory windows
and rainwater goods
Frank and Delphine Defty of Surrey, who were married on 8th March
1947 in St Saviour’s Church, celebrate their 70th (Platinum) Wedding
Anniversary this month. We will be remembering them in our prayers
at services on the first two Sundays of March and send them our congratulations on such a wonderful occasion.
Mothering Sunday falls on the last Sunday of March this year. If you
would like to help with making posies, please join us on Saturday 25th
March at 9.30am in church. With many helpers, we should easily be
finished in under an hour.
Another date for your diaries is the evening of Tuesday 23rd May.
There will be an open discussion evening in church followed by a
cheese and wine event. Soft drinks will also be available and we will
cater for dietary requirements, if these are notified in advance. Items
for discussion so far are whether to dispose of all/some of the redtopped wooden kneelers and whether there should be another nonEucharistic service at 10.30am on Sundays. If you have any items
you would like discussed, please let Peter, Brenda or Christine know.
With love and blessings from Brenda and Christine

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
Barbara Dellow,

Gladys Didwell

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”

BELLRINGERS WANTED—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
Want to try a new hobby? If you are aged between 9 and 90 you are welcome to
come and join us on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the Bell Tower—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED—tuition given.

HELPING THANET FOOD LINK Charity No. 1166696
Here in Thanet and throughout our Country there is a great need for Food Banks.
Please can those that worship at St Saviour’s and anyone in our local community
bring Non perishable food Tins of Vegetables/Meat, Longlife Milk, Tinned fish, biscuits, jam, cereal bars,
whatever you like to eat to the Church. Opening times to be found in this magazine, “The Link”.
You will always be made welcome at St Saviour’s.
When our box at the back of the Church is full, it is taken regularly to a local distribution centre, for everyone who has a need. It is then empty for you all to refill.
It takes a lot of food to feed a family.
THANK YOU to those that do bring food, there is always room for more, so please
find it in your Hearts to help others.
Your gift however small or large will be much appreciated.
Thank You. May God Bless You. Anne and John Bartlett

St Saviour’s Church Electoral Roll
Those persons who have been in regular attendance at St Saviour’s Church for the
past six months and wish to enrol on the Church Electoral Roll please see Mrs Valda
Neve (Hon. Electoral Roll Officer) for an application form. The deadline for applications is SATURDAY 25th MARCH.

News from St Saviour’s Church of England School

Reasoning and critical thinking have been at the forefront of teacher’s
minds at St. Saviour’s this term. Last year, the Department for Education
made significant changes to the expectations for children leaving primary
school at the end of Year 6. The challenge and level of complexity in English
and maths has increased noticeably in the new tests. This has posed an
enormous challenge to all primary schools as we struggle to get children to
this higher expected level.
However, frustrating as it is to try and reach more challenging levels of
attainment, I find myself agreeing that children’s skills should be more sophisticated. The focus of the new maths test is on reasoning, the main emphasis for the new reading tests is on interpretation or critical thinking. It
seems sensible to prepare children for life in an increasingly complex world
by giving them sharper thinking skills.
Our economy no longer offers school leavers mass employment in industry,
young people fight for work in a high-skills, high-technology work place;
there is almost no such thing as unskilled labour any more.
Recent political events across the Atlantic also tell me that critical thinking is
needed now more than ever. Today’s citizens are bombarded by multiple
news sources – some more credible than others. We are living in a period
where several billionaires own multiple newspapers and television news
channels, often acting in obvious self-interest. Events in America tell us that
a charismatic politician, aided by powerful friends in the media, with a supposedly simple cure for all of society’s problems can gain mass support.
When young people are critical of what they read and can reason, they are
not so easily fooled. The cliché ‘knowledge is power’ very much applies to
modern life; I feel it is even more accurate to state that ‘critical thinking is
power’. When young people are taught to check facts, seek proof, compare
sources and engage with complexity, I am hopeful that they will both be
more successful in the modern work place and hold those in power to account more effectively. Nick Bonell, Headteacher

Westgate Rainbows and Brownies would appreciate any Sainsbury’s Active Kids
Vouchers to enable them to get more equipment.
Vouchers can be given to Lorna or Ruth. Thank you.

A MESSAGE TO ALL AT ST SAVIOUR’S
Rosalind Bluff (daughter of the late John Henderson) sends everyone her
best wishes. It will be two years in March since her dad died and she says
she misses him and her visits to St. Saviours.

Thank-you.
My thanks to you all for the kindness that I have received following the
death of my darling Len. I have been humbled by the enormous number of
beautiful cards and the donations which Gore Bros. will be forwarding to
Cancer Research UK. Your support has been and continues to be invaluable
to me and I send you all my sincere thanks and love, God Bless Joyxx.
Lent Groups 2017
Thursday 7-9p.m. 142 Minster Road beginning 2 Mar subject Receiving Christ – Susan Wing
Tuesday 10-12 a.m. Vestry, St Saviour’s Church beginning 7 Mar Receiving ChristPeter Rowe
Friday
10 – 12 a.m. Methodist Church, Garlinge beginning 10 Mar Receiving
Christ – Colin Telfer
Friday

10-11.30 a.m. Christ Church URC beginning 10 Mar – George Kalu

Tuesday 7.30 – 8.30 p.m. All Saints Westbrook from 7 Mar Stations of the Cross
The course is for 5 weeks. The subject Receiving Christ needs a booklet available at
the Group on first night, cost £3.59 per person. As there may be some attending
who cannot make their chosen weekly group, the opportunity exists for them to
catch up with another group. Watch out for posters.
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FROM THE TREASURER
January 2017 Monthly Financial Review
In January RECEIPTS amounted to £6,829.20
We received £585 donations, £356 for fees of 2 funerals and a grant of £3,515
from the Friends of St. Saviour’s.

We made PAYMENTS of £3,319.54
We paid £2,113 for the Parish Share and £413 for Insurance

This resulted in an operating SURPLUS of £3,509.66

(DESIGNATED FUNDS)
The Flower fund stands at £176; Clerestory Windows Fund at £1,184.

Brenda Carter (Treasurer)

Westgate Heritage Centre
By the time you read this we will have held our Annual General Meeting when we will
have reviewed the past year and put forward our plans for the new season. Over the
past year, there have been twelve talks on a variety of Westgate linked subjects. Several
were given by members, who, a year ago, would never have seen themselves doing
such a thing and we thank them for their commitment and enthusiasm. We look forward to more from them in the coming season. We also enjoyed our first outing as a
group, held a social “Victorian evening” and put on a Commemoration of the Battle of
the Somme Exhibition with community input in the hand-made poppies, which decorated it. Four newsletters, full of interesting Westgate items, have been issued and our
collection of material on the history of the town has continued to grow.
On 1st April Sally, our newsletter editor, will give an illustrated talk on Westgateon-Sea in the 1950s, which should be very interesting. When the Second World War
ended, Westgate was in a sorry state. There was bomb damage in and around Station
Road and elsewhere. Shops had been closed for the duration, large houses, hotels and
schools occupied by the military. The sea front had been barricaded with barbed wire.
It was amazing how quickly our little town recovered. People were hungry for
some fun and enjoyment and, although rationing and shortages were to be with us for
some years, the sea, the sands and the sun were once again available to all and after all
– we were British! Most of the properties requisitioned were not released until 1946
and many were in urgent need of a little TLC – at a time when almost everything needed
to give it was in short supply. Yet Kelly’s Directory for Thanet for 1948 lists over 100
hotels, guest houses and bed and breakfast places in Westgate-on-Sea. The next year a
new Guide was issued, advertising Westgate-on-Sea as the place for “Happy Family Holidays”. The Carnival was re-instated, taking place over three days in August of 1949.
The early 1950s were still years of austerity, but there was an air of optimism –
in 1951 the Festival of Britain took place – there will be many in Westgate, who went to
London to enjoy the delights of the South Bank and Battersea Park, but local communities often put on events of their own. Perhaps this happened in Westgate? Does anyone
remember? Then, of course, in 1952, a new reign began, with the accession of a young
queen, followed the next year by the excitement of the coronation, seen on television
by many, who crowded together around sets belonging to neighbours, having a wonderful time. Were you one of them?
Rationing soon came to an end after that and building regulations were lifted.
House building began in earnest. In Westgate a large number of houses were built on
the south side of the main road. St Saviour’s Junior School was bursting at the seams,
with children attending classes in St Gabriel’s, Barkston Court Hotel in Roxburgh Road
and Christ Church schoolroom. This is the background for Sally’s talk, illustrated by pictures from her ever-growing collection. We welcome all to it – and would love to hear
any stories you have of that time.
Dr Dawn Crouch

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

Thursday 30th March St Saviour’s School Easter Service 9.30am

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.
The deadline for April 2017 “The Link” is Sunday 26th March 2017

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.

Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 .

The Westgate Heritage Centre
WINTER OPENING Open on the !st Saturday of each month 10am to 12 noon
First Saturday of the month 10.30am TALK also open on the Wednesday
morning following the Talk 10am to 1pm.
Saturday 4th March HERITAGE CENTRE 4TH AGM followed by a short talk
by Dr Dawn Crouch on Church Pews.
Saturday 1st April “Westgate on Sea in the 1950’s”
Refreshments available.

Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring
Susan Bennett on 01843 831079

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday’s 11.45am to 1pm Church open for refreshments.

