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Dear All
In mid March Liz and I had a very pleasant few days in Wrexham, in North Wales. I
had a meeting at the university in the town, Glyndwr, and we took the opportunity to
visit two members of the Iona Community before they move later this year to the
Bristol area.
We managed two or three little outings during our four days away. We visited our
youngest, Gregory, who moved to Macclesfield last autumn to work in medical journalism, and saw the house he shares with some others and took him to a lovely pub
in the depth of the nearby countryside where we all ate wild boar. We visited some
of the sights in Wrexham itself (including the church with the highest tower in
Wales), and the stunning Pontcysyllte Aqueduct on the Llangollen Canal, completed
by William Telford in 1805, the year of Trafalgar. It is 336 yd long, 4yd wide and
5.25 ft deep. It consists of a cast iron trough supported 126 ft above the river Dee on
iron arched ribs carried on eighteen hollow masonry piers. Each of the nineteen
spans is 53 ft wide. This stunning structure still carries narrow boats. It is the oldest
and longest navigable aqueduct in Britain and the highest in the world. Liz and I are
now thinking of having a narrow boat holiday in the autumn. The pronunciation of
Pontcysyllte is something like this: pont-kus-sull-teh.
The local church I visited during March was St James, the other Anglican church in
Westgate. It is in the conservative evangelical tradition, and I know that some in the
congregation used to attend St James’. The service I attended was non-Eucharistic,
and lasted just under an hour. Precisely half of the service consisted of the sermon,
and over coffee I was closely questioned by one member of the congregation about
whether or not I gave any credence to the theory of evolution. I always have, which
was not the answer the person I was talking to welcomed. I am too much of a liberal
to be attracted to St James’, but I was impressed by the commitment of its congregation to the work of their church, and the stunning generosity of its congregation, not
a few of whom tithe regularly. They have plans for their buildings for the future, but
do not propose to approach the Heritage Lottery Fund, as we have done. They are
determined to pay all the costs they will meet on the way from their own giving. You
cannot help but be impressed by that.
We are now more than half way through Lent, and in the middle of April we will
celebrate the great feast of feasts, Easter. We get more people visiting the church for
services over Christmas than at Easter, but Easter is still the high spot of the Christian year. Indeed, I doubt there would be any Christians in the world today if it were
not for the conviction among those who came before us in the faith that although our
Lord after torture was crucified and died on the cross, he was nevertheless alive
again, and seen by many people. The witness of such people was the foundation of

the church, and the importance of the witness of people such as us of our experience
of the powerful action of God in our lives today is still the bedrock on which the
church continues to be built.
I hope that you are all particularly blessed over the days leading up to Easter, and on
the great day itself.
Lots of love.
Peter

People are different. This goes for Church folk too.
Over the next month Thanet Deanery will be conducting a small research project
with the help of Clive Graham, a leader at Harvest New Anglican Church, who is
studying for a Masters in the Psychology of Religion. With his help we are looking
into how we orientate ourselves into Church life. It is believed that we all orientate
ourselves mainly in three particular ways (Extrinsically, Intrinsically, and by Questioning). Though we all have a bit of each of these styles in us, we tend to have one
which dominates the others in our engagement with Church.
The three 'Religious Orientations' are:
How our Church community helps make our lives better (Extrinsic);
How we personally feel better in ourselves by being part of a Church (Intrinsic);
and
How Church helps us think and ask deep questions about what is important
(Quest).
Firstly we would like you to have the opportunity to discover which way you prefer
to engage with Church life. Also collected together it will help us as a Deanery discover if different orientations ‘flock together’ across our Churches and perhaps if
some churches are better suited for some individuals.
Data collection will begin soon and you should receive your results and the Deanery
report will be ready by the end of May.
The Revd Andrew Jacobson
Area Dean, Thanet Deanery
Copies of the questionnaire are available at the back of the church. Those of you
who choose to participate should return the completed questionnaires to the box at
the back of the church no later than Maundy Thursday, 13th April 2017. Peter will
arrange to deliver the completed forms to Clive over the Easter weekend.
Andrew Jacobson stresses that although, of course, there is no obligation to take
part in this project, the more churches that do, the better the results Clive (and we as
a Deanery) will receive. He encourages as many of you as possible to participate.
If you have any queries about this research project please contact Clive direct at
either clive.graham@me.com or 07808 305776.

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Christine B

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
John Michael Hunter

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
Marjorie Harmsworth

Churchwardens’ Report
Lent courses were started on Thursday, 2nd March at Susan’s home and on
Tuesday, 7th March led by Peter in the church vestry. They are both continuing throughout Lent to complete the 5 week course based on 5 ways of
“Receiving Christ.” The participants are finding the various aspects of the
course interesting.
On Friday evening, 24th March St. Saviour’s welcomed the Mothers’ Union
for their Lady Day Service led by Revd Lesley Valiant and Revd Susan Wing.
The number of attendees was disappointing but those who came enjoyed
sharing fellowship together.
On Sunday, 26th March, many families and friends came to celebrate Mothering Sunday. The service was a Family Communion with hymns and ended
with the children taking posies of daffodils to all the ladies present.
We are now looking forward to Easter and the 30th March when we welcome the school for their Easter service in church at 9.30am.
On Saturday, April 1st at 4pm in church, we are having a site meeting when
all are welcome to come and listen to the comments being made regarding
the storage cupboards which the Westgate-on-Sea Heritage Centre are proposing. The letter of explanation together with the plans will be available
for inspection at the meeting. We look forward to seeing you.
On Saturday, 1st April, the Bell-ringers will be ringing at Birchington a very
special peal to raise awareness of, and money for, stem-cell treatment for
people with blood cancer. Many of you may have heard about the campaign when we were on the BBC and in the local paper last year.
To date,“Strike Back Against Blood Cancer” has raised over £7.2 million
pounds after we rang a new method- called “Julie McDonnell Doubles” in
July 2016.
Normally in a peal or quarter peal, there is a conductor who indicates when
certain bells need to change their order to keep the method going. They
also are responsible for counting the changes and putting people right if
they stray from the straight and narrow. However, although you will obviously hear the bells, this peal will be rung “Silent and Unconducted”.

In other words, for the whole of the 2 ½ hours we are ringing which will
involve 5040 changes, no-one will say a word – every ringer needs to remember the whole pattern.”. In other words, for the whole of the 2 ½
hours we are ringing which will involve 5040 changes, no-one will say a
word – every ringer needs to remember the whole pattern.
We will have a camera set up in the tower, plus a screen in the chapel below, so visitors can see the ringing taking place. Julie herself will be with us
to watch, so would be happy to chat to any visitors. Because of the madness of the idea, (hence the day we are trying it) she has indicated that, of
the money already pledged to the charity, she will allocate £1 million
against this endeavour. Having put this on Facebook, one responder suggested that it would be good if we could get 5040 local people to sponsor a
“change” for £1 each. If anyone is prepared to do this, please could the
money either be brought to the church on the morning or to Church House
in Kent gardens during the week before so we can send Julie away with a
good collection. (Late payments will not be refused, of course!)
Many thanks, Tim Attride (Secretary, All Saints’ Ringers).
(Stuart and Douglas from St. Saviour’s also ring at Birchington and will be
involved in this day.)

Finally, we can only say that we have no news on the future for St. Saviour’s
when Peter leaves on May 15th, 2018. As soon as we have anything to report, we will advise you accordingly.

With love and blessings from Christine and Brenda

News from St. Saviours Church of England School
As we near the end of the spring term, preparations for end of year tests in Year 6
are underway. Year 6 children take tests in maths and English in the second week
of May and children have been sitting mock tests this week to prepare them for the
formal nature of the test week. Many Year 6 children have already sat the Kent
Test and therefore not phased by taking an exam in the school hall in absolute silence. Children who we think may panic in this setting often take the tests in a
small group in a classroom.
Mrs Rye’s drama group performed a scene from Shakespeare’s Julius Caesar at the
Marlowe theatre earlier this month. The stunning photographs of their performance are now on display in our main corridor. Miss Curran and Mrs Lovelock’s
dancers and cheerleaders have both returned victorious from local competitions,
our dancers are due to appear in a finalists’ event in Oxford in the summer. Staff
spent hours of their own time preparing for these events, our children worked incredibly hard, showing great confidence and resilience during their performances.
The unsung heroes of St. Saviour’s, our support staff have been busy behind the
scenes recently. Our office staff are busily preparing for the end of the financial
year and assembling admissions lists for next academic year. Our site team, Mr
Jordan, Mr Cornwell and Mr Taylor are preparing for a complete replacement of our
boundary fencing along the lower part of Elm Grove and Mordaunt Road, Mr Taylor
is also constructing a bike and scooter shelter for the children. Mr Bailey has been
taking children to a vast range of extra-curricular sporting fixtures. Mrs Biggs has
been supporting some families through some very challenging circumstances as
well as planning our ‘Passport to Summer Fun’ activities for families over the summer break. Mrs Edwards and Mrs Allison are still scouring the supermarkets of
Thanet for good value fruit each Sunday for our subsidised fruit tuck shop which
runs each play time. No school could operate without the hard work and dedication of its support staff, there are too many to mention but all our staff do their bit
and a lot more besides.
Finally, Mrs Anderson and Mrs Gray have been co-ordinating preparations for our
Easter celebrations at St. Saviour’s Church. Christian values underpin everything we
do in school and it will be lovely to hear St. Saviour’s Church filled with the sound of
singing children at the end of term.
Nick Bonell Headteacher

Notice of the Annual General Meeting of The Friends of St Saviour’s Church
The AGM is taking place on Saturday 29th April 2017 at 10.30am in St Saviour’s
Church. Reports will be given on our activities during 2016 and the grants given to
the PCC for the upkeep of the church building and grounds. In addition, elections
will be held for officers and committee members and the independent examiner of
our accounts for 2017 will be appointed.
Our current officers are Susan Bennett (Chair), Christine Attwood (Secretary) and
Ann Lawrence (Treasurer). Officers are elected annually but must not serve for
more than 5 years in one post. The 6-committee members are Jill Fordham, Clare
Wheeler, Mary Addison, Alan Harris, Frances Morris and Joy Palmer. Committee
members are normally elected to serve for 3 years, retiring by rotation
By April 2017, Susan will have completed 5 years as Chairman and is willing to stay
on the committee but not as one of the officers. Jill and Clare will have completed
their 3-year term of office and so retire by rotation. Sadly, Clare is unable to seek re
-election this year but Christine, Ann and Jill are willing to stand for election.
You do not need to worship at St Saviour’s to become a member of The Friends or
to serve on the Committee so please see Susan or Christine, if you would like to
know more.
We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on 29 th April. Light refreshments will be served from 10am and the meeting itself normally takes no more
than 30 minutes.
Christine Attwood Hon. Secretary

BELLRINGERS WANTED—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
Want to try a new hobby? If you are aged between 9 and 90 you are welcome to
come and join us on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the Bell Tower—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED—tuition given.

HELPING THANET FOOD LINK Charity No. 1166696
Here in Thanet and throughout our Country there is a great need for Food Banks.
Please can those that worship at St Saviour’s and anyone in our local community
bring Non perishable food Tins of Vegetables/Meat, Longlife Milk, Tinned fish, biscuits, jam, cereal bars,
whatever you like to eat to the Church. Opening times to be found in this magazine, “The Link”.
You will always be made welcome at St Saviour’s.
When our box at the back of the Church is full, it is taken regularly to a local distribution centre, for everyone who has a need. It is then empty for you all to refill.
It takes a lot of food to feed a family.
THANK YOU to those that do bring food, there is always room for more, so please
find it in your Hearts to help others.
Your gift however small or large will be much appreciated.
Thank You. May God Bless You. Anne and John Bartlett

APRIL 2017
“APRIL showers bring forth MAY FLOWERS”,
So the saying goes.
A quarter of the year has gone.
March certainly came in like a LION.
Now we can look forward for better things.
Let us hope some happiness it brings.
The mornings are brighter and the evenings are lighter.
This brings so much hope to our daily life.
It is good to look up and see the blue sky,
And listen to bird song and the Sea-Gull’s cry.
So we go on to MAY and hope and pray,
We will live to see the MONTH of May
Marie Evans

Westgate Rainbows and Brownies would appreciate any Sainsbury’s Active Kids
Vouchers to enable them to get more equipment.
Vouchers can be given to Lorna or Ruth. Thank you.

Lent Groups 2017
Thursday 7-9p.m. 142 Minster Road beginning 2 Mar subject Receiving Christ – Susan Wing
Tuesday 10-12 a.m. Vestry, St Saviour’s Church beginning 7 Mar Receiving ChristPeter Rowe
Friday
10 – 12 a.m. Methodist Church, Garlinge beginning 10 Mar Receiving
Christ – Colin Telfer
Friday

10-11.30 a.m. Christ Church URC beginning 10 Mar – George Kalu

Tuesday 7.30 – 8.30 p.m. All Saints Westbrook from 7 Mar Stations of the Cross
The course is for 5 weeks. The subject Receiving Christ needs a booklet available at
the Group on first night, cost £3.59 per person. As there may be some attending
who cannot make their chosen weekly group, the opportunity exists for them to
catch up with another group. Watch out for posters.

MU Pilgrimage 2017
Canterbury to Chilham (6.5 miles) – following in the footsteps of St. Augustine

Do come and join us on Saturday 20th May,
wear walking shoes/boots and bring waterproof, water bottle and packed lunch, fare
for return by train or bus.
Saturday start 10.30am meet outside main entrance to Canterbury Cathedral.
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FROM THE TREASURER
February 2017 Monthly Financial Review
In February RECEIPTS amounted to £2,821.08
We received £235 donations, £218 for a funeral and a £132 from the Valentines
Tea.

We made PAYMENTS of £7,179.10

We paid £312 for gas, £339 for printing. We paid £3,515 into the Deposit Account.

This resulted in an operating DEFICIT of £4,358

(DESIGNATED FUNDS)
The Flower fund stands at £176; Clerestory Windows Fund at £1,233.
Brenda Carter (Treasurer)

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.
The deadline for May 2017 “The Link” is Sunday 30th April 2017

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 .
The Westgate Heritage Centre
WINTER OPENING Open on the !st Saturday of each month 10am to 12 noon
First Saturday of the month 10.30am TALK also open on the Wednesday
morning following the Talk 10am to 1pm.
Saturday 1st April “Westgate on Sea in the 1950’s”
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring
Susan Bennett on 01843 831079
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday’s 11.45am to 1pm Church open for refreshments.

Sunday April 2nd, 9th and 16th 9.30am Rehearsls for Ad Hoc Singers

Saturday 22nd April 10am for 10.30am Annual Meeting of Parishoners to elect
Churchwardens followed by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting
Saturday 29th April 10am for 10.30am Friends of St Saviour’s Church AGM

