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Dear All
We continue to celebrate Easter into May and the feast of the Ascension, and
so into early June when there is the feast of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit
filled the apostles and others with greater understanding about who Jesus was
and what he had done, and who increased their courage. After Easter, the
Feast of Feasts in the Christian calendar, and Christmas, Pentecost is the other great feast in our Christian year.
We prepared for Easter by moving through the closing days of Lent and so
into Holy Week. We remembered the Last Supper on Maundy Thursday, and
the passion and death of our Lord on Good Friday. At a children’s service,
children reflected on what had happened on Good Friday and, looking ahead
to Easter, built an Easter garden, the materials for which were kindly provided by the Neve family. They have kept it fresh in the days that have followed, and we are all grateful to them for this. The music for this children’s
service was led by Lesley Cooper. Thank you.
Later on Good Friday morning there was an ecumenical walk of witness
starting at Christchurch, and ending at St Saviour’s. The people through
whom we walked knew what we were doing, and why, and I was struck by
their respect. In other walks of witness on Good Friday in other places I have
sensed hostility and ridicule. Not so in Westgate.
In the afternoon, Gill Lurie led an hour-long service of reflection to coincide
with our Lord’s last hour on the cross. This was very moving and a good way
to get into the emptiness that must have overtaken our Lord’s family and
friends on the first Good Friday. Thank you, Gill.
During the Palm Sunday weekend our son and daughter in law, Barney and
Annie, with their sweet little Harriet, celebrated Passover in the vicarage.
Annie is Jewish, and Liz and I were privileged to be taken through the Passover seder (meal), and the text that governs its rituals (the Haggadah). It was
very moving, and I realised for the first time that not a few of the rituals in
the Christian Eucharist have a very Jewish origin. Not surprising that they
should, of course: it was just that I had not realised it. It gave a very special
flavour to our celebration of Holy Week and Easter.

St Saviour’s does not have the tradition of celebrating the Easter Vigil on the
evening of Holy Saturday, which is done with great solemnity and joy in the
Roman Catholic and Orthodox traditions. Personally, I missed it, but we
started our main service on Easter day with an echo of it: lighting the Easter
candle and lighting our own candles from it as Susan Wing processed it further and further into the church. Lesley Cooper’s ad hoc singers added beauty to the service with two anthems. A real point of joy was the baptism of
three adults and a baby. Thank you, God.
The church looked really good on Easter day. Thank you to all who clean
and dust it, and to Joy Palmer and her helpers in arranging the flowers for
the Easter services. Indeed, there are so many people to thank for their contribution to making our celebrations so special. Thank you, all of you.
During April we finished our Lent Course and I hope that those who attended the sessions run by Susan and me were helped. I found it especially good
that people felt free to talk about their doubts and uncertainties about the
faith. All honest people have them, and it is good to get them out into the
open, and to lay them in our hearts at our Lord’s feet, and find that we are
still loved and cherished by God more than we imagine or deserve. It is good
too to hear other people’s stories, and to be humbled by what others have
encountered on their own roads of faith.
The Roman Catholic community had a parish mission in the week before
Holy Week, led by two Redemptorist priests. The Redemptorists are now a
world-wide order, originally founded in Italy in the mid-eighteenth century.
One of their primary aims is missionary, to do with calling people to a deeper love of God and a more faithful practice of the Christian life. In this country they are especially associated with preaching parish missions of the sort
enjoyed by our Catholic sisters and brothers in Birchington and Westgate.
On the Friday before Palm Sunday I attended a mission mass in the hall of
Christchurch URC church, where Westgate’s Catholics meet week by week
for Sunday worship. I was made very welcome by the two dozen people present, a number which does our Catholic neighbours great credit.
I celebrated my birthday in April by going to Malling Abbey, where I am a
‘novice’ oblate, due to make my full oblation in a few weeks’ time, after two
years of preparation. I took with me the Imam of Maidstone, Dr Usmani,
with whom I became friends in my last parish. The nuns, who are Anglican

contemplatives with a particular mission to pray for greater understanding
with Muslims, were keen to talk to a local imam, in what I hope will be just
the first of many visits by him to Malling Abbey. Being with the imam, Liz
and the whole community, was a great way to spend my birthday.
I know that other things have happened in the parish during April, which I
have not mentioned. Frankly, I prefer to concentrate on the more spiritual
activities that I have enjoyed in April, which I hope is just what you would a
priest to say. That said, I cannot help sharing with you my delight that the
Heritage Lottery Fund application, masterminded by Graham Neve, has been
such a success. You will hear more of this in the months to come, as matters
develop and take definite shape. In the meantime, I am sure that you will
want to join me in expressing really warm thanks to Graham for all that he
has done to achieve this wonderful result for the parish. Thank you so much,
Graham.
Lots of love.
Peter

MU Pilgrimage 2017
Canterbury to Chilham (6.5 miles) – following in the footsteps of St. Augustine

Do come and join us on Saturday 20th May,
wear walking shoes/boots and bring waterproof, water bottle and packed lunch, fare
for return by train or bus.
Saturday start 9.30am meet outside main entrance to Canterbury Cathedral.
BELLRINGERS WANTED—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
Want to try a new hobby? If you are aged between 9 and 90 you are welcome to
come and join us on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the Bell Tower—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED—tuition given.

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 9th April

Ash George Walker

Sunday 16th April Iris Edith Mary May Ireton, Danny Brian Ireton,
Gwendoline Belinda Mason, Scott Richard Mason
Sunday 23rd April

Arthur Stephen Rose

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Phyll

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
Revd John Cheeseman

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
Ron Harding, Rodney Dawson,

Joyce Betty Jones

Churchwardens’ Report
Thank you to members of the congregation and members of Westgate-onSea Heritage Centre who came to the open meeting on 1st April 2017 to discuss the Centre’s proposals for more storage in St Saviour’s Church. Comments made at that meeting and those sent subsequently to the PCC Secretary were considered when the PCC met on 6th April to discuss the proposals. The PCC’s decision can be found elsewhere in this issue of The Link
and we are currently waiting to hear when the Secretary of the Diocesan Advisory Committee can join the PCC and the Heritage Centre’s Management
Committee for a further site meeting.
We are aware of concerns that not everyone on St Saviour’s Electoral Roll
received a copy of the plans. Unfortunately, this was not possible but copies
were made available at Friday and Sunday services for two weeks before the
meeting and some were delivered to those on our electoral roll who had
been unable to get to church. They were also available on the day of the
meeting.
It was lovely to join with St Saviour’s School as they celebrated their Easter
Service in church at the end of March. On Maundy Thursday, Joy joined us
at the Chrism Eucharist in Canterbury Cathedral. It was the first time any of
us had attended this service when the oils for anointing of the sick and dying,
for baptism and the oil of Chrism are blessed. Liz and Peter were also at the
service and Peter joined with the other priests present in renewing his commitment to ministry. On Good Friday Christians from other local churches
who had taken part in the annual Walk of Witness came into St Saviour’s for
a hymn and Peter’s closing prayers before a time of fellowship over tea/
coffee and hot cross buns. In addition, Peter led our services on Palm Sunday, the evening of Maundy Thursday and Easter Day and Gill led a reflective service during the afternoon of Good Friday. If you would like to comment on the changes to the format of our services on Palm Sunday and
Easter Day, please let us know before the PCC meets on Wednesday 10th
May.
We are grateful to everyone who contributed to our Easter celebrations.
Whether this was making the Easter Garden, being one of the Ad Hoc Singers, flying the flag on Easter Day or helping to clean and decorate the
church. Disappointingly, only a very small band of helpers turned up on Holy
Saturday.
Finally, a reminder about the meeting on Tuesday 23rd May at 7pm in church.
This is open to all members of the congregation as we need your views on
disposal of all/some of the red-topped wooden kneelers and whether there
should be another non-Eucharistic service at 10.30am on Sundays. Any other items for discussion should be notified beforehand to Peter or one of us.
As an incentive to attend, the evening will end with cheese and wine/soft
drinks. Do come!
With love and blessings from Brenda and Christine

Decision of St Saviour’s Parochial Church Council (PCC) dated 6
April 2017 regarding the plans submitted by Westgate-on-Sea
Heritage Centre (WHC) for additional storage.
After discussion, the PCC unanimously decided, subject to the agreement having first been obtained of the Diocesan Advisory Committee,

1. To approve the installation by WHC of the cupboards shown on

Plan A submitted to the PCC by WHC, SUBJECT to two of the cupboards along the western wall of the church not being constructed as
shown on the plan, to the intent that the space they would have occupied being taken instead by the chair rack currently standing in the
south-west corner of the church;

2. Not to approve the installation by WHC of the cupboards shown
on Plan C submitted to the PCC by WHC; and

To the intent that more storage facilities for WHC might be made
available in the church in the future, to consider in due course (but
without committing itself to do more than consider) the further opening
up of the back of the church building by, for example, moving one or
possibly two rows of pews at the back of those currently standing in
the nave, relocating radiators currently at the back of the rear pews,
and making good any part of the floor affected by such works.
Note: as the PCC decided to approve the gist of what was proposed
in Plan A, it did not consider either of Plans B or D, as these were options for the south-west part of the church less favoured by WHC than
Plan A.
Westgate Rainbows and Brownies would appreciate any Sainsbury’s Active Kids
Vouchers to enable them to get more equipment.
Vouchers can be given to Lorna or Ruth. Thank you.

HELPING THANET FOOD LINK Charity No. 1166696
Here in Thanet and throughout our Country there is a great need for Food Banks.
Please can those that worship at St Saviour’s and anyone in our local community
bring Non perishable food Tins of Vegetables/Meat, Longlife Milk, Tinned fish, biscuits, jam, cereal bars,
whatever you like to eat to the Church. Opening times to be found in this magazine, “The Link”.
You will always be made welcome at St Saviour’s.
When our box at the back of the Church is full, it is taken regularly to a local distribution centre, for everyone who has a need. It is then empty for you all to refill.
It takes a lot of food to feed a family.
THANK YOU to those that do bring food, there is always room for more, so please
find it in your Hearts to help others.
Your gift however small or large will be much appreciated.
Thank You. May God Bless You. Anne and John Bartlett

I would like to express my sincere thanks to you as a church for your kind and
generous donations to Thanet Food Link.
Your regular donations of food are a great blessing to us as we seek to support
those living in Thanet who find themselves without food.
As some of you may have heard we are seeking larger warehousing as sadly since
we started in 2013 the need for our support has only got greater. Until we find
another warehouse donations will continue to be managed at 18 Devonshire Gardens, Cliftonville. Our particular thanks go out to Anne and John Bartlett from
your church who regularly bring your donations to us.
Please continue your donations during this transition period as the food is greatly
needed.
Love in Christ
Debbie Ellisdon
Chair, Thanet Food Link.
Registered Charity No: 1166696

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church, Westgate-on-Sea
As a result of our AGM on Saturday 29th April 2017, our new officers and committee
members are:

Chairperson to serve for 1 year

–

Alan Harris

Secretary to serve for 1 year

–

Christine Attwood

Treasurer to serve for 1 year

-

Ann Lawrence

Committee Members to serve for 3 years -

Susan Bennett and Jill Fordham

Committee Member to serve for 1 year

Diana Andersson

-

The Committee also consists of Ann Clark and Lorna Oliver as Trustees (I am the 3rd
Trustee) and those elected as members in previous years: - Mary Addison (to serve
to 2018) and Frances Morris and Joy Palmer (to serve to 2019).

Thank you to everyone who attended the AGM or took the trouble to send apologies for absence. Refreshments raised £10.25 and £23.00 was raised on the raffle.
Our next event is a quiz on Saturday 13th May at 3.00pm in St Saviour’s Church.
Please contact Christine to book a place (£5 per person)

If you would like to join The Friends, please see Alan Harris or myself. The annual
subscription is only £2 but donations are always welcome. Membership forms are
available at the back of the church

Christine Attwood
Hon Secretary
29th April 2017

May is an incredibly busy time at St. Saviour’s Church of England Junior School. Year 6 are
revising for SATs and Year 4 are preparing for their annual camping trip. Sports staff, Mr
Jones and Mr Bailey are starting to plan our annual sports day and fun run while office staff
are preparing admissions information and budgets for next academic year.
All children will be tested this term so that we can measure their progress and judge what
gaps in their knowledge need to be addressed in the coming weeks. The tests, which Year 6
will sit this year, will provide a baseline assessment for secondary schools. The intense preparation for these tests, which takes place at the end of the primary phase in all schools, is to
ensure that all children leave us with the skills required for secondary school. Children who
reach the expected national standard at the end of Year 6 should be equipped with the skills
to make a real success of the next phase in their education.
The preparation for Year 4 camp also requires a huge amount of work from staff. Staff are
currently carrying out site visits to Kersney, ordering catering supplies, carrying out risk assessments, planning activities and collating medical information. All of this work is worth it,
children often look back on their Year 4 camp as one of the highlights of their time at St. Saviour’s. For many children, this trip is their first time sleeping away from home. Some children (and families!) may feel nervous about sleeping in a tent or away from home for the
first time. Year 4 staff always note how these nerves evaporate once children are at the
campsite and having fun.
Mr Bailey and Mr Jones are currently planning our sports day and fun run. We still operate a
competitive sports day as we think that children need the experience of winning and, yes,
losing! We have resilient children who enter the events in a spirit of competition but also
mutual support. Facing adversity is part of life, experiencing this in a nurturing environment
builds children’s capacity to face difficult situations later in life. Working as a team and helping each other are central parts of our Christian values, as is being gracious and compassionate in victory or defeat.
Our office and support staff are rarely thrust into the limelight but carry out many key duties.
Before children even walk through our front door, Mrs Hearn, Mrs Sandwell and Mrs Farmer
have already collated their details, spoken to parents and allocated them to classes. I still
remember speaking with our office staff eleven years ago when I was first appointed as a
class teacher and maths leader at St. Saviour’s. I clearly remember thinking that this must be
a lovely school because everyone I spoke to on the telephone was so friendly.
Politicians and commentators sometimes remark that school summer holidays are too long. I
certainly feel for families as they struggle to arrange six weeks of childcare. However, it is
also worth remembering that children work really hard and experiences lots of new challenges in the summer term, they are usually exhausted by July. The same is definitely true of
staff!
Nick Bonell, Headteacher

May 2017

“Don’t cast a CLAUT UNTIL MAY is out”. So the saying goes.
As children we used to think this meant our clothing.
But later I learnt there is a MAY TREE whose BLOSSOMS come out in MAY!
Whichever it is, MAY is a month of change.
The gardens look pretty. Many spring flowers appear.
The grass is green and needs frequent cutting.
The trees have leaves and reach up to the sky as they grow in might.
“What a poor sight this world would be if never a tree the eye could see”,
a Poem I learnt at school.
When you see on television the dreadful drought and lack of rain,
And see the anguished look of pain on the faces of children and all the people,
It makes one feel grateful for what we have here.
And lifts the spirits and gives us cheer.
So be thankful and glad and live in the present,
For very soon, it will be the month of June.
Marie Evans

SUMMER FAYRE
The Summer Fayre takes place on the !7th June 10am to 12noon in Church. We
have had a lot of support in the past leading to a successful event. We need the
usual donations of raffle prizes, gifts, tombola prizes and cakes and savouries nearer
the time.
Thank you for your help in the past. Susan Bennett

Good Friday Family Service
Family Service on Good Friday involves the children making the Easter Garden. The
events of Holy Week starting from Palm Sunday through to Easter Day are told to
everybody interspersed with Choruses led by Lesley Cooper and each happening is
depicted in the Easter Garden. Our Easter Garden is natural and starts with trays of
soil which the children cover in moss and edge with moss covered bricks and then
add plants to the trays along with the various Easter Symbols. The stone is left covering the tomb and is rolled away for Easter Day when the Garden is blessed.
At the end of the Good Friday Service we all enjoy a hot cross bun served by Brenda
Carter.
Alleluia He Is Risen. He Is Risen Indeed Alleluia.

9 8
1
6
7
5 9 2
9
4
3
1

3
7
3 9 4
5 2 1
8 5 7 2
6
5
1
3
5 8
1
1 7
9
5 6

FROM THE TREASURER
March2017 Monthly Financial Review
In March RECEIPTS amounted to £3,790.82
We received £285 donations and £1,320 for fees.

We made PAYMENTS of £4,115.37
We paid £229 for upkeep of services , £536 for gas & electricity and £528 for
drain and gulley repairs.

This resulted in an operating DEFICIT of £324.55.

(DESIGNATED FUNDS)
The Flower fund stands at £201; Clerestory Windows Fund at £1,283.

Brenda Carter (Treasurer)

Westgate Heritage Centre
The summer season has begun – it seems such a short while since last summer’s
finished! The first talk of the season is on Saturday 6 th May at 10.30 a.m. The subject is one close to my heart – William Bennett Rogers of Danehurst. Many of you
will know that I live in the present Danehurst, where my view over West Bay is my
delight and joy.
The name William Bennett Rogers may not be known to you, but if you live
in Westgate-on-Sea you will almost certainly have been affected by decisions that
he made many years ago when the Westgate-on-Sea Estate was just beginning to
be known. By profession he was an auctioneer and valuer and he was chosen by the
partners of Coutts’ Bank to be their agent in Westgate throughout the time that
they had financial interests in the estate as mortgagees and, eventually, beneficial
owners. He was totally trusted by them. In a very important document in Coutts’
archives, the complex mortgage agreement between the bank and Edmund Francis
Davis, is this sentence, “If any dispute arises re the minimum purchase price the
difference is to be referred to Mr Rogers of Rogers or Chapman. The decision of the
said Mr Rogers shall be final”.
When problems arose or residents were unhappy, it was William Rogers
who had to put things right – and so he was, for example, involved in the creating
of the private gated roads system, appointing a private police constable and insuring that the promenade, sea walls and gardens were repaired quickly after the great
storm of 1897 in time for the next season. He presided over the regular land sales
and made sure that all covenants were clearly known to purchasers and then honoured.
His Westgate home, the original Danehurst at the junction of Sea Road and
Rowena Road, was the first “marine villa” to be built at Westgate Bay in 1874. It
was, alas, the first to be demolished around 1960. “Wilben”, as he was known, and
his wife, Ann, had a family of six sons and two daughters. They were loyal supporters of St Saviour’s church, attending first the iron church in Cedric Road and then
the new permanent church we know today. Their fourth son, Leonard, died one
hundred years ago at the Battle of Arras 11 th April 1917. The stained glass window
in the Memorial Chapel is to his memory and a brass plaque in the window frame
commemorates William, who died in 1916 and Ann who died in 1923. Do look at it
closely sometime.
Now that the summer season is upon us, the Heritage Centre will be open on each
Wednesday from 11.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. and each Saturday from 10.00 a.m. to 12
noon. The Wednesday sessions are an hour shorter this year – we found that we
rarely had many visitors before 11.00 a.m. unless special appointments had been
made and felt that we could reduce the time, as the commitment of the church to

English Heritage to be open 168 hours in the year had ended in 2015. In 2004 I, as
one of the churchwardens of the day, was one of the signatories to an application
to English Heritage for a grant towards essential work on the tower – without it
being done, it might have been necessary to close the church. We received a grant
of more than £100,000 and in return had to commit to the church being open, outside services, for a total of 168 hours a year. At that time the Heritage Centre did
not exist as a separate body, but there were individuals who spent many hours
sitting in church to make sure that it was open for visitors. From 2008 Heritage Centre members took on the task and made it a time when those seeking information
about their family history or about the town could be helped. I am grateful to them,
because, although I was no longer churchwarden, I still felt responsible for a commitment I had made on behalf of the PCC of the day and without them it might not
have been possible – so thank you all. Our stewards will continue to help and advise
– or provide welcome tea and cake – whenever you come, so we look forward to
seeing you during our opening hours.
Dr Dawn Crouch

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

Thursday 25th May 11am Ascension Day Holy Communion

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.
The deadline for June 2017 “The Link” is Sunday 28th May 2017

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 . FOR MEETINGS UNTIL 18th MAY CONTACT TERRY
VALIANT 293964
Meetings from 25th May meet back at Susan’s
The Westgate Heritage Centre
SUMMER OPENING Open every Wednesday morning 11am to 1pm and every
Saturday morning 10am to 12noon until the end of August
First Saturday of the month 10.30am TALK
Saturday 6th May “ William Bennett Rogers, Danehurst, Sea Road”
Saturday 3rd June “A Further Walk Along Sea Road”
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring
Susan Bennett on 01843 831079
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday’s 11.45am to 1pm Church open for refreshments.
Saturday 13th May 3pm Friends of St Saviour’s Quiz
Christian Aid Week 14th - 20th May
Thursday 18th May Archdeacon’s Visitation 7.30pm at Canterbury Cathedral
Tuesday 23rd May Open Discussion Evening for all members of St Saviour’s
Followed by wine/soft drinks and cheese
Saturday 27th May 8am to 12 noon PLANT SALE by the St Mildreds Road
entrance.

