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Dear All 

May has been an interesting month, especially in its last few days. 

We had a parish meeting on 23 May, which eighteen people attended, 

with eight apologies. Up for discussion, accompanied by a glass of 

wine and a little cheese, were three issues. The first issue concerned 

the kneelers. They are spread rather erratically among the pews. The 

meeting agreed that if the PCC so decided, they could be removed 

from the church as not much used by anybody (hassocks being availa-

ble for any who want to kneel) and because they are often a hazard 

when people trip over them (as I have done more than once). Alan 

Clark suggested that some kneelers be stored, just in case there were a 

need for them in the future. The PCC will decide on these matters at 

its next meeting. 

The second issue was raised by me in the context of changes that may 

need to be made in our western part of the deanery after Don Witts 

leaves Birchington (which he does in early June) and after my depar-

ture next year. The question was whether the parish should prepare for 

a time when clergy cover may be less available for the parish by hav-

ing a second non-eucharistic main Sunday service each month. I came 

armed with four possible services developed by the Iona Community, 

examples of chant used by the ecumenical monastic community of 

Taizé in France, and the possibility of a service of Morning Prayer in 

accordance with the current provisions in Common Worship. After dis-

cussion, I was asked to put on two such services, one in August and 

one in September, after which a decision could be made as to whether 

to continue with a new pattern of services each month, or to revert to 

our current pattern. I stressed that others than me initially need to be 

involved in the provision of such services because, if they only happen 

because a priest is involved, that defeats the real point of the experi-

ment. 

The third issue raised, introduced by Graham Neve, was to do with the 

alterations that might be made within the church and the vestries as a  



result of the Heritage Lottery Fund grant which has now been ob-

tained. These possibilities together with the PCC’s decision on the 

Heritage Centre’s request for additional storage space within the 

church will be discussed in early June at a meeting between the PCC 

and the Westgate Heritage committee, which will be attended by Ian 

Dodd, who heads the Diocesan Advisory Committee in this diocese. 

The consent of the DAC is needed before any such things can actually 

happen. The DAC will also advise on whether we need to apply for 

faculties to do some or all of what is proposed. 

Towards the end of May we all learned of the attack in Manchester 

which, as with previous terrorist attacks, is linked to Islamic extrem-

ism. On the following Friday, 26 May, I went to the mosque in Mar-

gate for the Friday prayers, as an act of solidarity with our Muslim 

neighbours, the vast majority of whom are if anything more outraged 

than non-Muslim Brits by these evil attacks. They share our outrage, 

anger and sorrow, but also have to contend with being members of a 

community about whom suspicions are raised every time these things 

happen. Speaking to worshippers, all without exception shared the 

views we all have about the attack on Manchester, and most spoke too 

about their feelings of isolation at being suspected by non-Muslims of 

harbouring views that they emphatically do not actually hold. 

The preacher in the Margate mosque is not the imam (who feels his 

English is not yet good enough) but a surgeon in the Queen Elizabeth 

the Queen Mother Hospital in Margate, who is from Lebanon. He ap-

plied to the embattled British Muslim community words of advice and 

encouragement from the Qur’an: ‘Beware of discord that harms not 

only the wrongdoers among you: know that God is severe in His pun-

ishment. Remember when you were few, victimized in the land, afraid 

that people might catch you, but God sheltered you and strengthened 

you with his help, and provided you with good things so that you 

might be grateful. Believers, do not betray God and the Messenger 

[i.e. the prophet Mohammed], or knowingly betray [other people’s] 

trust in you’ (Q 8: 24-27). 



His advice to his listeners was to keep a low profile and say nothing, 

quoting a hadith (saying) of the prophet: ‘There will be a period of 

fitna [i.e. trial, affliction, etc., or more generally, an affliction where-

by some good or evil quality is put to the test] in which the one who 

lies down will be better than the one who sits, and the one who sits 

is better than the one who stands, and the one who stands is better 

than the one who walks, and the one who walks is better than the 

one who runs (to it).’ He went on to say that nobody in their right 

mind, if offered the choice of paradise or the eternal fires of hell, 

would choose the latter. Accordingly those who commit suicide, 

and even more so those who commit suicide so as to kill others 

(like the Manchester attacker), who are assured of hell in the Is-

lamic tradition, must not be in their right minds when they carry 

out these barbarous attacks. In the light of that, he suggested that 

when the security authorities have somebody under surveillance, 

the kind thing would be to refer them to the elders of their 

mosques for spiritual guidance, and to the local psychiatric ser-

vices for help with their mental condition. I did not have an op-

portunity to talk to the preacher about what he had said. If I had, 

I would have told him that I thought his last idea, although well-

intentioned, might not appeal to many people. 

The last Saturday of May saw the beginning of Islam’s holy month 

of Ramadan and I am marking it for myself by reading a portion of 

the Qur’an every day, covering the whole book in thirty days. I have 

often heard that other Christians, including bishops, do this as part 

of an attempt to deepen their own involvement in interreligious 

dialogue. Next to Judaism, Islam is the closest to Christianity of the 

other world religions, and some acquaintance with its scriptures 

cannot but help. On the subject of interreligious dialogue, I have 

been asked by the interreligious group in Thanet to give a talk to its 

members. I have agreed to talk about Christian approaches to inter-

religious dialogue, since the Second Vatican Council’s game  



changing Declaration on the matter in 1965, in a document known 

from its first two words in the Latin text as Nostra Aetate (‘In our 

time’). I have offered the church as a venue. When I know the date, 

I will let you know. 

Finally, let me say glowing words about the 27 May Plant Sale or-

ganised by Valda and Graham Neve, their children, and helped by 

others, which raised over £900 on the day, a figure which exceeded 

£1000 on the next day as remaining plants were offered for sale 

after our two services. This is a stunning figure, for which our con-

gratulations and thanks cannot be enough. Such fund-raising efforts 

are ever more essential at a time when to complete the works to 

the church funded by our Heritage Lottery Fund grant will need us 

to raise thousands more to cover the shortfall. A barbecue in the 

vicarage garden should feature later in the summer. This will be a 

fun occasion, but will also seek to raise more money for the church. 

Increasing what you already give to support our community and its 

mission would achieve the same effect. Please give it some 

thought, especially if you could afford to increase your giving: not 

all of you can, I do realise. 

The glorious weeks of summer lie ahead, and Liz and I really do 

hope that you enjoy them and any holidays you may be able to 

take during them. 

Lots of love. 

Peter                    



  FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

For those Baptised 

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”   

Sunday 14th May    Lily Rose Gleeson,    Jack Peter Furner 

Sunday 21st May     Lawson Thato Ward 

Sunday 28th May     Delilah Anne Dearnley 

 

For those joined in Holy Matrimony 

“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they 

may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to 

each other” 

 

The Sick 

“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit” 

Phyll,  Carol 

 

The Departed 

“Lord now lettest thou thy servant  depart in peace, according to thy word” 

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their 

families and friends 

 

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for 

giving them to us”   

Friday 9th June 2017 at 11.30am The Burial of Ashes of the Late 

Mr Len Palmer in the Garden Of Remembrance , St Saviour’s Church . 

All Welcome 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             



CONFIRMATION 

There is a confirmation service in Canterbury Cathedral at 6.00 pm on 

Saturday 25 November 2017. I know of three people who are interest-

ed in being confirmed, and I am suggesting the cathedral on that date 

as a good place to receive this sacrament. I have not yet arranged for 

the confirmation classes that we will need to hold (about half a dozen 

evenings over the next few months), in case anybody else who is not 

confirmed might like to consider the possibility. I have been told by 

Bishop Trevor’s office that if we had six candidates, he would come to 

the parish to confirm them all in St Saviour’s. 

If you might be interested, or know of anyone who might be thinking 

about taking a further step along the road to a deeper commitment to 

Christ, which is what confirmation involves,  do please let me know so 

that I can discuss matters with them (my contact details appear else-

where in the Link).. A chat does not imply any obligation on such a 

person’s part. 

When I know what the final position is, I will arrange the classes for 

those interested. 

Peter                 

 

 

 

SUMMER FAYRE 

The Summer Fayre takes place on the !7th June 10am to 12noon in Church.  We 
have had a lot of support in the past leading to a successful event.  We need the 
usual donations of raffle prizes, gifts, tombola prizes and cakes and savouries near-
er the time. 

Thank you for your help in the past.   Susan Bennett     





Churchwardens’  Report 

May has been a particularly busy month including activities, discussions on the 
future of St. Saviour’s Church and meetings in connection with the work needed 
to comply with the requirements of the Development Stage of the Heritage 
Lottery Fund Grant. 

On Thursday May 4th, Peter and members of the congregation represented St. 
Saviour’s at the sad occasion of the funeral of Revd. John Cheeseman. John will 
always be remembered as a good friend of St. Saviour’s, especially during times of 
interregna. 

Thursday evening 18th May, Christine Attwood and Brenda Carter accompanied by 
Joy Palmer and Christine Bolger attended Canterbury Cathedral for the Archdea-
con’s Visitations with admission of churchwardens and prayers for Church offic-
ers.  Christine and Brenda were duly admitted to the Office of Churchwarden for 
the now current year. 

An Ascension Day service was led by Peter on Thursday, 25th May and was attend-
ed by a few members of the congregation.  Throughout May, Peter has conducted 
4 Baptism services. 

On May 23rd, a cheese and wine evening was held for the congregation to discuss 
a) the red kneelers and the blue hassock kneelers; b) the Heritage Lottery require-
ments for the Development Stage of the Grant; c) arrangements to change one 
Eucharist service in August and one in September to a Healing service and a Taize 
plan service. 

As regards a) it was agreed to dispose of the red kneelers and use the blue has-
sock kneelers;   

As regards b) Peter, Graham Neve and the Churchwardens attended a meeting 
with the HLF Grant Officer and the Architect (John Bailey) on the 8th May.  The 
requirements of the Development Stage were discussed in detail.  The PCC mem-
bers were allocated various aspects of the work which had been agreed previous-
ly.  This initial work had to be completed within a fortnight and the Grant Officer 
would assess the progress. These initial investigations were explained to the con-
gregation present (18 with 8 apologies) by the PCC members involved. 

The HLF have already paid £10,750 into our current account (we are setting up a 
separate account for the HLF Grant transactions) and once the quotes for work to 
be carried out have been agreed by the PCC, work will commence as soon as pos-
sible. These improvements will be for the benefit of the community and the herit-
age of the Church.  The target date for completion of this development stage is 
Feb/March 2018; 



 As regards c) discussions are still ongoing regarding the future of St. Saviour’s 
Church.  We now know that Revd Don Witts of Birchington is retiring on June 9th, 
2017 and that Peter will be leaving on May 15th,2018. We are now awaiting the 
date of a meeting with the Archdeacon Revd Jo Kelly-Moore, Revd Richard Braddy, 
Vicar Benefice of the Wantsum Group within the West Thanet Group and all the 
Churchwardens within that group, including St. Saviour’s and Birchington. In the 
meantime, Christine and I will be meeting with Revd Richard Braddy in St. Saviour’s 
Church on Wed. 14th June to discuss the weddings being planned for 2018 (after 
Peter has left) and to talk about the future of the West Thanet Group. 

We know that when Peter leaves it will be difficult to find clergy to take the Eucha-
rist Services which we have at present.  This is the reason why at this stage we are 
making plans to change one Eucharist service in August and September this year as 
an experiment, and we will seek your views on both of these afterwards (both ser-
vices would not require an ordained clergy).  We do hope you will all come to both 
of these as we will need your views. 

With love and blessings, Christine and Brenda 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Neve Family would like to say “THANK YOU” to all who helped and supported 
the Plant Sale   £941 . 90p raised on the day and with further donations for plants 
the grand total has reached £1,000 for the Clerestory Window Fund. 

THANK YOU. 



Westgate Rainbows and Brownies would like to say “THANK YOU” for the  

Sainsbury’s Active Kids Vouchers  this will enable them to get more equipment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BELLRINGERS WANTED—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 

Want to try a new hobby? If you are aged between 9 and 90 you are welcome to 
come and join us on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the Bell Tower—NO EXPERI-
ENCE NEEDED—tuition given.     

 

 

 

HELPING THANET FOOD LINK Charity No. 1166696 
Here in Thanet and throughout our Country there is a great need for Food Banks. 
Please can those that worship at St Saviour’s and anyone in our local community 
bring Non perishable food - 
Tins of Vegetables/Meat, Longlife Milk, Tinned fish, biscuits, jam, cereal bars, 
whatever you like to eat to the Church.  Opening times to be found in this maga-
zine, “The Link”. 
You will always be made welcome at St Saviour’s. 
When our box at the back of the Church is full, it is taken regularly to a local distri-
bution centre, for everyone who has a need.  It is then empty for you all to refill. 
It takes a lot of food to feed a family. 
THANK YOU to those that do bring food, there is always room for more, so please 
find it in your Hearts to help others. 
Your gift however small or large will be much appreciated. 
Thank You.  May God Bless You.   Anne and John Bartlett 
  

 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Clip+Art+Food+Donations&view=detailv2&&id=75FC7A4F8A14D1C98769FBC780C9092CA5FD2C08&selectedIndex=9&ccid=sX0JiZFh&simid=608035428975118851&thid=OIP.Mb17d098991612fc6592bf8bf384f3d7do0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=church+bell+clip+art&view=detailv2&qpvt=church+bell+clip+art&id=C8F455D97439AAFF31C39CDFF853A1DA9EDD5EE5&selectedIndex=15&ccid=Wf3DBkNO&simid=608038830637975946&thid=OIP.M59fdc306434ee034a5dca8a05713d2a4o0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=sainsburys+active+kids+2017&view=detailv2&&id=70E8F9175E1CD241C4D5D4ECAB88147195D2CE23&selectedIndex=10&ccid=5jRqalzN&simid=608023729556163238&thid=OIP.5jRqalzNAjOEN1D0HmXmXwEsCp


Restoration of Clerestory windows and Rainwater goods 

The project to undertake these works is now gathering pace.  The Heritage 

Lottery Fund (HLF) have offered a grant towards the cost of these works 

amounting to £163,700, but with the proviso that we plan both the restoration 

works and other associated projects designed to help us promote the heritage of 

the church.  Part of that aim is to make it attractive and easily accessible to adults 

and children. 

Other works now being developed are, 

Improve the church website, to include a virtual tour of the church.  Other 

ideas being considered are a facebook/twitter page and a facility to ena-

ble donations to be received on-line.  Discussions are taking place with 

our website designer and suggestions on the desired website content 

will be welcomed.  Chris Joiner is taking the lead and any ideas should be 

given to Chris 

Improve the sink area in the vestry.  Several options are being explored rang-

ing from replacement of the existing in situ to relocating to elsewhere in 

the building.  One idea is to site a worktop area in the choir vestry.  Again 

ideas are welcomed which should be made known to Susan Gough who 

is leading on this work 

Create storage facilities in the vestry area.  This is dependent on where the 

sink/kitchen facility is located.  Again ideas are being explored and any 

views should be made known to Alan Harris who is leading on this aspect 

Improving areas for displays within the church.  Firstly to provide additional 

lighting in the south aisle to create directed light towards the display 

area on top of the pews.  Secondly to remove the existing coir matting in 

front of the west door and replace with wooden flooring to create a level 

floor for standing displays or tables/chairs used for refreshments.  Bren-

da Carter and Alan Harris are jointly taking this forward and to whom any 

views on the proposals should be directed 

From the HLF perspective the most important aspect is the educational activities 

for promoting the heritage of the church aimed at increasing the footfall within 

the building.  Initial ideas are to create a short guide of the church and a display 

depicting the history of the churchProject Leader 



.  Contact is being made with local schools to find out how our activities can 

interact with their needs.  Any ideas on the content for the guide and dis-

play including the type of display board to replace the existing floor stand-

ing screens will be welcomed by Christine Attwood and Brenda Carter who 

are jointly leading on this work. 

Finally, we need to raise money towards this project.  As stated above we have an 

offer from the HLF amounting to £163,700 towards the overall cost of £211,337.  

This leaves a shortfall of £47,637 which after recovery of VAT leaves around 

£20,000 to be raised.  The PCC are considering various means of fundraising and 

welcome any ideas or help in reaching this target. 

Graham Neve 

 

 

 



Westgate Heritage Centre News 

 

We have been delighted to welcome visitors from outside Westgate recently – in 
April 30 visitors from the St Peter’s (Broadstairs) Ladies’ Group paid us a visit. 
Last year Christine, Anne and I went to St Peter’s and talked to them about the 
Heritage Centre and they were interested to see what we were doing. About thir-
ty came to the Centre, before going on to the Westgate and Birchington Golf 
Club for dinner. They browsed through our collection of material and I gave them 
a short talk on the history of the Golf Club, before they went on their way. On 9th 
June we are looking forward to greeting about thirty members of the Herne Bay 
Historical Records’ Society. I went to Herne Bay last October to give a talk about 
early seaside resorts, which was illustrated by James Brazier from his extensive 
collection and they felt they would like to visit Westgate. They will be doing an 
historic walk, guided by four of our members, before returning to the Heritage 
Centre for tea and cakes. It is always enjoyable to meet with members from oth-
er groups and to exchange ideas and information. 

Celebrations: I recently received an email from South Africa from the son-in-law 
of a lady who was born in Westgate almost a century ago on 16th June 1917 and 
who, her family hope, will be celebrating her 100th birthday on 16th June 2017. 
Her name is Lilian Rhoda Colling Winterton and she is the granddaughter of Al-
bert and Minnie Harris of 14 Station Road Westgate (now number 37). Albert 
Harris was a butcher. He came to Westgate with Minnie and his three children in 
1897/8. He served as a Parish Councillor from 1902 – 1922, which included the 
difficult period of the First World War. Lilian is the daughter of Ernest, the middle 
child, who went to South Africa just before that war, but returned to Westgate 
for the birth of their first child in 1917. They could hardly have chosen a worse 
time to come back, as it was at that very time that the air raids were beginning to 
cause real problems in Thanet and Lilian was born just after one of the very 
worst. Ernest’s older sister, Lilian, had died not long before and it was thought 
that a new baby in the family would bring some comfort to the grandparents. 
Ernest Harris returned to South Africa with his family, but, from time to time they 
came back to Westgate to visit Albert and Minnie, who retired in 1922 to Gordon 
Grove. Whilst Lilian was here, she became good friends with Mary Willis, the 
daughter of Stanley Willis, headmaster of St Saviour’s School. They attended St 
Saviour’s Church and both young women taught in Sunday School. When it was 
discovered that Lilian had not been confirmed, she was prepared for Confirma-
tion. The service was to have been taken by the then Archbishop, Cosmo Gordon 
Lang, but in the event he was ill and his place taken by the then Bishop of Dover. 

 



The Heritage Centre sends congratulations and best wishes to Lilian for a 
very happy 100th birthday. We have been sent a photograph of her cutting her cake 
on her 99the birthday in 2016, flanked by her daughter, Diana, on the right and 
granddaughter, Carolyn on the left, which we are including with this article and we 
shall be including a longer article in the Heritage Centre Newsletter in August and 
also sending her our best wishes via our website. 

Poppies for Passchendaele: This year is the centenary of the Battle of Passchen-
daele, another name connected forever with the most horrendous of conflicts. We 
hope to be allowed to put on a display, similar to the one we did last year to com-
memorate the Battle of the Somme, when the Westgate Art Group holds its Exhibi-
tion in church later in the summer. We still have the poppies made last year, but 
would like more, so if you can make one to add to our “field” please do so – any 
medium – knitted, sewn, cut out, whatever you can do to remember those who fell 
in Flanders Fields. We also would like to extend our display of personal remem-
brances – so, if you live in Westgate now, had a relative who fought in the Great 
War and would like to remember him, please bring the details along to the Heritage 
Centre by the beginning of August. 

 

Dr Dawn Crouch 
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FROM  THE  TREASURER 

April 2017 Monthly Financial Review 

In  April RECEIPTS amounted to £3,689.85 

We received £1,057 donations and £10,750 from National Heritage. 

 

We made PAYMENTS  of £4,356.65 

 

We paid £500 into Deposit Fund and £748 fees. 

 

This resulted in an operating DEFICIT of £666.80 

 

(DESIGNATED FUNDS) 

  

The Flower fund stands at £201;   Clerestory Windows Fund at £1,288. 

 

Brenda Carter (Treasurer) 







CHURCH SERVICES  

Sunday Services 

8am Said Eucharist  Book of Common Prayer 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

10.30am  First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE 

 

Weekday Service   

Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)  

 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

1st Westgate Rainbows                   Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm 

8th Westgate Brownies                   Fridays 5.30 to 7pm 

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate. 

 

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users  

There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery - 

 every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice. 
 

 

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations 

towards the cost of printing would be appreciated. 

 

The deadline for July 2017 “The Link” is  Sunday 25th June 2017 

                                                                                                                                                                                 



CHURCH ACTIVITIES  

Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm. 

 

Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring  

Susan 836430 .   

 

The Westgate Heritage Centre   

SUMMER OPENING Open every Wednesday morning 11am to 1pm and every 

Saturday morning 10am to 12noon until the end of August 

First Saturday of the month 10.30am TALK   

Saturday 3rd June “A Further  Walk Along Sea Road” 

Saturday 1st July “A Westgate Artist” 

Refreshments available.   

Wednesday Evening June 21st 7.30pm Letters From Westgate-On-Sea 

TICKETS £5 glass of wine or other drink & light refreshments 

 

Church Cleaning   11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month  

 

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church -  Annual Membership Fee only £2 

New members welcome.  Join the  Friends of St Saviour’s church  

Subscription only  £2 per year .  All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the 

church and grounds.  Membership forms at the back of the church or ring  

Christine Attwood Tel 833314 email cattwood2002@yahoo.co.uk 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Friday’s 11.45am to 1pm Church open for refreshments. 

Saturday 17th June Summer Fayre in Church 10am to 12 noon. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   



Talk Time 

Make a Noise in Libraries Special 

Talking Books & Your Eyesight 

 

Monday 12 June 2 – 3pm 

Westgate Library 

Difficulty Reading?  We can help! 

Kent Libraries FREE audiobooks – 1-2-1 demonstrations  

Touch a New World – FREE Home Library Service 

Large print & Talking Books 

Macular Society & Kent Association for the Blind Information 

Come for a cuppa & conversation – Bring a friend! 

 

Call 03000 413131 or ask a member of staff for details 

Email westgatelibrary@kent.gov.uk 

mailto:westgatelibrary@kent.gov.uk

