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Dear All 

During the terrifically hot weather in the middle of June I was away for a few days at 

Malling Abbey, on retreat prior to making my oblation in that monastery on Sunday 

18 June. In the Malling Oblates handbook, it is explained that ‘oblation is an offering 

of the whole of one’s life to God.’ It also explains that 

Oblates are men and women who feel called by God to follow the Benedic-

tine way, but outside the cloister. They affirm their baptismal commitment by 

a promise of conversion of life worked out in a personal rule based on the 

Rule of Saint Benedict. As members of the oblate family they are united to 

the Community and their fellow oblates in mutual love and fellowship. 

The life of a Benedictine oblate is thus a response of love, a life-long 

commitment to Christ who invites each one to ‘learn of me.’ This commit-

ment gives the oblate the discipline, stability and freedom to grow into the 

likeness of Christ, and to persevere in generous and loving service to God’s 

world. 

That, at any rate, is the ambition (wrong word, of course). By becoming a Benedic-

tine oblate I have formally re-established my links with Benedictines, which first 

began in 1968 when, after university, I tried my vocation as a monk of Downside. I 

would be grateful for your prayers for the nuns at Malling, and all my fellow oblates. 

My absence at Malling meant that I missed the church’s Summer Fair. I was sad 

about that, but pleased to learn that in spite of the heat and a perhaps smaller number 

of visitors than in previous years, a very respectable sum was raised for the church’s 

funds. Congratulations and thanks to everybody involved. 

Earlier in the month there was a meeting in the church between the PCC and the 

members of the committee of the Heritage Centre. Ian Dodd of the Diocesan Adviso-

ry Committee was also present, to facilitate the conversation. The PCC had agreed 

two months earlier to the Heritage Centre having some cupboards in the area where 

the rack of chairs and the crèche are currently to be found (which will involve the 

crèche being moved nearer the front of the church, and the loss of some pews in the 

south aisle). Surprisingly, the Heritage Centre said that they had not understood what 

the PCC had agreed to allow, subject to DAC authorisation. In the event that did not 

matter much, because after a discussion which centred on the positioning of the chair 

rack (during which a member of the Heritage Centre committee not known to me 

was heard to say something like: ‘Well; just get rid of the chairs,’ which showed less 

than sensitivity to the church and its needs), the DAC agreed that if an application 

were made to them, they would assist both the Heritage Centre and the church in the 

respective areas of the building where they have plans for more storage space. Chris-

tine Attwood is overseeing the contacts with the DAC. I will report more when I 

know it. 



On Whit Sunday, Liz and I went to the Coptic Orthodox Church in Margate, and 

were made very welcome by the priest, Father Angelos Elantony, whose second 

name indicates that he is a monk of the monastery of St Antony the Great in eastern 

Egypt, a monastery which I believe is the oldest continually inhabited monastery in 

the whole world. The Eucharist was partly in Coptic and partly in English. The text 

was shown on overhead television screens, although the operation of these, done 

manually I think, was charmingly erratic. The seats in the church (formerly Method-

ist) are also quite charming; they are cinema seats. The sense of holiness and devo-

tion was palpable, and very moving. After the service, we were invited to join the 

congregation (mostly Egyptian although we also met a lady from Iraq) for a pretty 

substantial lunch, which is on offer every Sunday. Altogether, Liz and I had a mem-

orable time. (No, not the lunch, although that was good; I mean the Liturgy). The 

Copts form over 10% of the population of Egypt and were there before the rise of 

Islam. Their community in Egypt has suffered at least two major jihadi terrorist at-

tacks this year already, and is no stranger to persecution after the islamization of 

Egypt, which began in the 640s. 

As I mentioned once in church, the back of Father Angelos’ visiting card has a pic-

ture of Christ the Good Shepherd and the words: ‘If we meet and you forget me you 

have lost nothing, but if you meet JESUS CHRIST and forget HIM, you have lost 

everything.’ The second part of that is undoubtedly true, but anyone who has met 

Father Angelos would certainly have lost a lot if they forgot him. 

As June comes to an end, we are still shocked by the recent mindless attack on a 

group of Muslims leaving their mosque in London having broken the Ramadan fast 

earlier that night. If you think I devote too much of my time to visiting places of 

worship other than St Saviour’s, including the mosque, it is because I want to make 

my little contribution to increasing understanding and tolerance in an increasingly 

divided world. You could easily do the same, and I hope that some of you will. 

What happened at Grenfell Tower in North Kensington is beyond shocking. The 

burnt-out building stands now as an indictment of the cynical attitudes of the haves 

to the have nots, and is a mark of shame for all of us in this country, who all too of-

ten look to our own selfish self-interest and comfort before considering the common 

good, which should always prioritise the needs of the less fortunate in our midst. 

Prayer alone would be a paltry response to this tragedy. It needs generosity on the 

part of us all now, and then action to ensure that in the future we have decent politi-

cians who put first the interests of the people they represent, and not just those of 

people who inhabit their own part of society. The involvement of Christians in poli-

tics is imperative, and it is an area where the laity not the clergy should lead the way. 

Go to it! 

Lots of love,   Peter 



  FROM THE REGISTERS 
 

For those Baptised 

“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”   

 

For those joined in Holy Matrimony 

“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they 

may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to 

each other” 

Saturday 24th June   Laura Patricia Barber and Daniel Christopher Amans 

 

The Sick 

“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit” 

Phyll,  Carol,  Ian 

 

The Departed 

“Lord now lettest thou thy servant  depart in peace, according to thy word” 

We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their 

families and friends 

Mary Fabbrini 

 

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time. 

“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for 

giving them to us”   

Louisa Nicholls 

 

The Parish is being prayed for at the 8am Holy Communion and at Evensong on 

Monday 3rd July.  The Cathedral asks for our prayers for its work on that day. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             



Churchwardens’ Report 

Members of the Parochial Church Council (PCC) continue to work on the 
projects assigned to them under the development phase of the Heritage Lot-
tery Grant: cupboards for church archives, lighting for displays in the south 
aisle, upgrading (and possibly re-siting) the sink used for washing up, replac-
ing the coir matting at the west door, improving the parish website and en-
couraging schools and other groups to make heritage visits to the church. 
Although members gave an update when the PCC met on 7

th
 June, action to 

date mostly consists of measuring, getting estimates and seeking views. 

There is little to report about cupboards for the Heritage Centre in the south-
west corner of the church. The main stumbling block at this stage is to find a 
suitable safe place for the chair rack. Ian Dodd, Secretary of the Diocesan 
Advisory Council (DAC), met with the PCC and the Heritage Centre Manage-
ment Committee in May and suggested inviting the DAC’s architect to make 
a site visit. This request has been logged on the new Online Faculty System 
but requires a statement of significance and a statement of need to be draft-
ed before the request can be sent off. We are currently working on wording 
these. 

We told you in our last report that we were to meet with the Revd Richard 
Braddy (Vicar of the Wantsum Benefice) to discuss life at St Saviour’s after 
Peter retires on 15

th
 May 2018. The meeting took place on 14

th
 June in the 

vestry. Richard explained the set up for weddings in the Wantsum Benefice 
and we agreed to the system being amended to include weddings booked at 
St Saviour’s in 2018 but with one important exception. Statutory wedding 
fees in the Wantsum Benefice go into a “pot” to be shared between their 4 
churches on an annual basis using a formula based on the usual Sunday 
attendance of each church. The statutory fees for St Saviour’s together with 
the fees set by the PCC will continue to come to us in full until a decision is 
made about the future of the parish. 

Unfortunately, there is still not much information about our future. Richard 
was able to tell us that a paper produced as a result of a meeting of parish 
representatives last November has been passed by the Deanery Ministry 
and Mission Committee and seen by the Ven. Jo Kelly-Moore, Archdeacon of 
Canterbury. The parish representatives have not seen it and it seems that 
action has been on hold pending the retirement of the Revd Don Witts as 
Vicar of Birchington with Acol and Minnis Bay. As Don has now retired, Arch-
deacon Jo is to arrange a meeting with the churchwardens of Birchington, 
Acol and Minnis Bay prior to having another meeting with them plus the war-
dens of the 4 churches in the Wantsum Benefice and both of us. 

A number of social events are being planned for July with commemorations 
of the 133

rd
 birthday of the church during the weekend of 22

nd
 and 23

rd
. 

Please look out for posters giving full details and come and support your lo-
cal church! 

With love and blessings from Brenda and Christine 



Summer Fair 

The Churchwardens will be referring to the Fair in their Report but, as before, I 
think it worth including for The Link the breakdown of the revenue raised, as posted 
on the Church notice boards. 

I might add - for those interested - that the sum raised by the stallholders was the 
best for Summer Fairs since 2012 (£590.75, and when the Friends' figure was an 
additional £165).  In the years since the figures were between £100 - £200 lower 
than this year's with the exception of 2015 (£554.46); and the Friends have always 
brought in at least £100 each time for their funds.  I have not included Donations in 
this summary; however, we continue to have some very generous donors whom 
Brenda thanks directly.  Here are this year's figures:- 

  ST. SAVIOUR’S SUMMER FAIR,  JUNE 17TH 2017 

WE RAISED NEARLY £800 TODAY.  As follows: -  

Refreshments (Sue, Pam, Anne, John)     £71.12 

Produce (Jose, Susan G)                             £127.20 

Art and Cards (Susan W)                 £7.00 

Books (Tony)        £25.14 

Tombola (Chris, Phil, Dillon)       £104.00 

Bric a Brac  (Elizabeth, Kath, Peter)                  £45.00 

Name the Bunny/Guess the Smarties (Christine B)                £32.00 

Raffle (Brenda, Valerie)                 £106.00 

Cards and Jigsaws (Gill, Jean)         £42.50 

Rugs (Caroline)            £20.00  
               TOTAL   £579.96 

The Friends of St Saviour’s  raised a further £100 from their stalls (Joy, Christine A 
and Mary), and two generous donations totalling £110 came in.  Thus the overall 
total of nearly £800 towards Church funds. 

This is about £200 more than last year's Summer Fair so very well done, everybody. 

As always, thanks to All who gave so generously of their time, hard work and contri-
butions in preparation for and at the Fair, and in closing and counting up (Ann, 
Anne L and Corrie) afterwards.  Special Thanks to Sue Bennett who oversaw the 
event. 

Alan Clark    (On behalf of the PCC)    June 17th 2017                                       



CONFIRMATION 

There is a confirmation service in Canterbury Cathedral at 6.00 pm on 

Saturday 25 November 2017. I know of three people who are interest-

ed in being confirmed, and I am suggesting the cathedral on that date 

as a good place to receive this sacrament. I have not yet arranged for 

the confirmation classes that we will need to hold (about half a dozen 

evenings over the next few months), in case anybody else who is not 

confirmed might like to consider the possibility. I have been told by 

Bishop Trevor’s office that if we had six candidates, he would come to 

the parish to confirm them all in St Saviour’s. 

If you might be interested, or know of anyone who might be thinking 

about taking a further step along the road to a deeper commitment to 

Christ, which is what confirmation involves,  do please let me know so 

that I can discuss matters with them (my contact details appear else-

where in the Link).. A chat does not imply any obligation on such a 

person’s part. 

When I know what the final position is, I will arrange the classes for 

those interested. 

Peter                 

   

 

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church 

Do hope you can come and enjoy a lovely Strawberry Tea with us on Satur-
day 15

th
 July at 3.30pm in St Saviour’s Church. It makes for a relaxing cou-

ple of hours on a Saturday afternoon in the middle of summer with an oppor-
tunity to meet friends or perhaps make new friends in our community, which 
is just what we want as Friends of St. Saviour's Church. We look forward to 
seeing you there. 

To guarantee your strawberries (or raspberries) please book your place by 
phoning 833314. Tickets cost £5.00 for adults and £2.50 for children. 

Christine Attwood 

Secretary 





Summer Term at St. Saviour’s Church of England School 

There have been numerous unsettling news stories in recent weeks; from the 

attacks in Manchester, Borough Market and Finsbury Park Mosque to the Grenfell 

Tower fire.  As a parent of young children I almost hesitate to watch national news 

with them for fear of what they may see. 

In school, we try to strike a balance between informing children of the world 

around them, reminding ourselves that there are many people less fortunate than 

ourselves – whilst at the same time, not terrifying children.  When teachers have 

discussed some of the more disturbing news stories, they have related the broad 

overview of events but tried not to expose children to details which may scare 

them. 

On the day after the Grenfell Tower fire, I was reminded how much our children’s 

thoughts are informed by their (and our) Christian values.  Three of our younger 

children approached me in the playground, one was tearful.  I expected to have to 

console the children but they had actually come to speak to me, not for solace but 

to ask what the school was going to do to help the families affected by the disaster.  

I discussed the options and we decided to hold an additional non-uniform day to 

raise money.  The children’s ability to empathise with those less fortunate than 

themselves was a delight to behold. 

Children have also initiated conversations with me over lunch about recent terrorist 

attacks.  In the past, I have worried that children will make generalisations about 

Islam when confronted with these disgusting crimes.  After the recent attacks, the 

unified response of the communities in Manchester and London have shown that 

there are by far bonds than divisions within our communities.  Children seem to 

have picked up on this unity and increasingly think of these attackers as criminals 

who do not represent any single group of people.  A shared moral framework de-

fines us as citizens, Christians and people; those that do not share these morals are 

a tiny minority. 

The reactions I see from children in school, to recent events, fill me with optimism 

that communities will pull together and our shared values will defeat all extremists. 

Nick Bonell,  Headteacher 



BELLRINGERS WANTED—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 

Want to try a new hobby? If you are aged between 9 and 90 you are welcome to 
come and join us on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the Bell Tower—NO EXPERI-
ENCE NEEDED—tuition given.     

 

 

 

HELPING THANET FOOD LINK Charity No. 1166696 
Here in Thanet and throughout our Country there is a great need for Food Banks. 
Please can those that worship at St Saviour’s and anyone in our local community 
bring Non perishable food - 
Tins of Vegetables/Meat, Longlife Milk, Tinned fish, biscuits, jam, cereal bars, 
whatever you like to eat to the Church.  Opening times to be found in this maga-
zine, “The Link”. 
You will always be made welcome at St Saviour’s. 
When our box at the back of the Church is full, it is taken regularly to a local distri-
bution centre, for everyone who has a need.  It is then empty for you all to refill. 
It takes a lot of food to feed a family. 
THANK YOU to those that do bring food, there is always room for more, so please 
find it in your Hearts to help others. 
Your gift however small or large will be much appreciated. 
Thank You.  May God Bless You.   Anne and John Bartlett 
  

 

 

 

Come and join us to Celebrate the Love of God. 

Christians Together 

Welcome you to a Gathering on St Mildred’s Beach, Westgate on Sea. 

On 31st August at 3pm for 3.30pm start. 

This is an All Age Service. 

Full information on Poster in the August “Link” Magazine                                                                                                                                                          

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Clip+Art+Food+Donations&view=detailv2&&id=75FC7A4F8A14D1C98769FBC780C9092CA5FD2C08&selectedIndex=9&ccid=sX0JiZFh&simid=608035428975118851&thid=OIP.Mb17d098991612fc6592bf8bf384f3d7do0
https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=church+bell+clip+art&view=detailv2&qpvt=church+bell+clip+art&id=C8F455D97439AAFF31C39CDFF853A1DA9EDD5EE5&selectedIndex=15&ccid=Wf3DBkNO&simid=608038830637975946&thid=OIP.M59fdc306434ee034a5dca8a05713d2a4o0
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FROM  THE  TREASURER 

May 2017 Monthly Financial Review 

In  May RECEIPTS amounted to £4090.19 

 

We received £370.60 Vat return and £1002.90 from the Plant Sale 

 

We made PAYMENTS  of £3,809.47 

 

We paid £86 for treatment of bees and £372 for printing 

 

This resulted in an operating SURPLUS of £280.72 

 

(DESIGNATED FUNDS) 

 The Flower fund stands at £201;   Clerestory Windows Fund at £2,291 

 

Brenda Carter (Treasurer) 



Westgate Heritage Centre News 

We had a very enjoyable afternoon with the members of the Herne Bay Historical 
Records’ Society on 9th June. The weather was perfect – at 2.00 p.m. there was a 
shower, but, by the time they were ready to set out on their guided walk the sun 
was shining again and they really enjoyed seeing Westgate at its best. They were 
ready for their tea when they returned and enjoyed that with the opportunity to 
chat with our members. We hope that we will be able to play host to more histori-
cal societies in the future, for, as I think we would all agree, Westgate has so much 
to offer. 

 Last month I wrote about the correspondence I was having with the son-in-
law of Lilian Colling Winterton (née Harris) who now lives in South Africa. Lilian, 
who was born in Westgate, was about to celebrate her 100th birthday. The Heritage 
Centre sent their best wishes via their website and email. I am pleased to be able to 
say that Lilian reached her centenary and our messages were read out at her party. 
I shall be writing a full article about her and her connections with Westgate for the 
Heritage Centre newsletter in August. The photograph is of Lilian on her big day, 
16th June 2017, when a party was held in her honour in Doone Village, Pinetown, 
where she now lives in a Frail Care Home. On 14th June she had been able to attend 
a special service of Thanksgiving held in St John’s Anglican Church in the village. In 
the photos of the party I was struck by the lovely flower arrangements of what to 
me looked like very English flowers! 

 Please don’t forget that we would like more poppies for our display about 
Passchendaele, which we will be having when the Art Group is exhibiting – we all 
get on well together and each group benefits from the other’s visitors, whilst the 
church is open for all who wish to come and look at it. Our August talk is on West-
gate in August 1917 – after three years, the war was really beginning to bite hard 
for the civilian population and Westgate was suffering a great deal. We are fortu-
nate to have many archival sources relating to this time.  

 In September we look forward to hearing about the memories of the chalk 
stacks at West Bay, which gradually disappeared and finally went, when St Mil-
dred’s Bay and West Bay were joined by the building of a sea wall round the head-
land in 1957. We hope that it will stir the memories of others of you, who were 
living in Westgate at that time.           

Dr Dawn Crouch                  

  





THANK YOU 

Susan and José would like to thank all those who contributed items for the Home 
Produce stall at the Fair on 17th June. Without your efforts we would have been 
unable to reach the wonderful total of £127. Thanks also to those who bought from 
the stall. We are looking forward to the Autumn Fair in November and hope that 
with your help as contributors and shoppers we will beat that total. Once again, 
many thanks. 

JULY 2017 

Now it is JULY 
How the weeks GO BY. 

Let us hope for better times 
To lighten our spirits. 

After the dreadful June which 
Bought to some death and gloom. 
Look forward to tea in the garden 
And feel the warmth of the sun. 

Listening to the children as they play 
And having such great fun. 

It is good to think and muse awhile 
And record happy memories which make us smile. 

So relax and feel glad. 
Life is not so bad. 

And be grateful for all that we have. 
 

Marie Evans   
 

 

 

 







CHURCH SERVICES  

Sunday Services 

8am Said Eucharist  Book of Common Prayer 

10.30am Sung Eucharist 

10.30am  First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE 

Weekday Service   

Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)  

Tuesday 18th July  St Saviour’s School Graduation at 2pm 

Thursday 20th July  St Saviour’s School End of Year Service at 

9.30am 

 

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES 

1st Westgate Rainbows                   Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm 

8th Westgate Brownies                   Fridays 5.30 to 7pm 

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate. 

 

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users  

There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery - 

 every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice. 
 

 

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations 

towards the cost of printing would be appreciated. 

 

The deadline for August 2017 “The Link” is  Sunday 30th July 2017 

                                                                                                                                                                                 



CHURCH ACTIVITIES  

Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm. 

Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring  

Susan 836430 .   

The Westgate Heritage Centre   

SUMMER OPENING Open every Wednesday morning 11am to 1pm and every 

Saturday morning 10am to 12noon until the end of August 

First Saturday of the month 10.30am TALK   

Saturday 1st July “A Westgate Artist” 

Saturday 5th August “Westgate on Sea in August 1917” 

Refreshments available.   

Church Cleaning   11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month  

The Friends of St Saviour’s Church -  Annual Membership Fee only £2 

New members welcome.  Join the  Friends of St Saviour’s church  

Subscription only  £2 per year .  All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the 

church and grounds.  Membership forms at the back of the church or ring  

Christine Attwood Tel 833314 email cattwood2002@yahoo.co.uk 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Friday’s 11.45am to 1pm Church open for refreshments. 

Wednesday 5th July 3pm Women’s World Day of Prayer Cream Tea at The 

Bay Church, Minnis Bay 

Saturday 15th July 3.30pm Friend’s of St Saviour’s Strawberry Tea 

Saturday 22nd July 10am to 12noon Church Birthday Coffee Morning and Gift 

Day 

Monday 24th July to Friday 4th August Scripture Union Beach Mission at  

Minnis Bay 

Sunday 30th July 2pm BBQ at The Vicarage 

 




