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Dear All
At the end of June I was invited to speak to a meeting of the Thanet Interfaith Group
at its meeting in the Friends’ Meeting House in Broadstairs. My subject was
‘Christian approaches to interreligious dialogue since the Second Vatican Council
(1962-1965).’ People who heard me were kind enough to say that they found my talk
interesting, and the nuns of Malling Abbey, who asked for a copy of it, listened to
read to them while they ate dinner. No reports of indigestion have (yet) reached me!
The Group has invited me to speak again at a meeting to be held in our church at
4.30 pm for 5.00 pm on Thursday 31 August. My subject then will be ChristianMuslim dialogue. The other speaker will be the Revd Malcolm Cooper, a Methodist
supernumerary minister, who will give a talk on ‘My personal journey in faith discovery in a garden of many blooms.’ There will be refreshments before and after the
presentations. Any of you who would like to come and see if you might be interested
in getting involved in local efforts at inter-religious or interfaith dialogue (for me,
the two expressions mean the same thing, but others disagree) would be most welcome.
This meeting is on the same afternoon as the open-air beach service, but there is time
between the two to take them both in. I will be at the beach service as well, and hope
to see many parishioners present too, to support this initiative at praising God in public.
In mid-July I attended a meeting hosted by the Salvation Army in Ramsgate, called
ostensibly to discuss an inter-religious service. Joint worship is a lot more contentious than dialogue, and I was reluctant at first to attend, because I have many doubts
about the point of such worship. Anyway, I was persuaded to go, and the upshot was
that a group of people of different faiths are going to have an hour litter-picking in
September in the centre of Ramsgate, followed by lunch at the Salvation Army, during which participants will be able, if they want, to share insights from their own
scriptures relevant to the morning’s activity. I have heard nothing since about this,
but will let you know when I do, in case this might be of interest to you.
I was on much safer ground when I accepted an invitation to afternoon tea from the
Union of Catholic Mothers in Birchington, which I was able to leave in good time to
double back to the church for the Friends’ Strawberry Tea. None of the fare was that
healthy for an overweight diabetic like me, but I loved it!
During July, the Sunday I usually devote to visiting another church was spent instead
celebrating the 1100 Sung Communion at St Thomas, Minnis Bay, to help them out
in their interregnum following Don Witts’ retirement in June. While there, I was told
that the Archdeacon of Canterbury had told the Birchington group of parishes that
their interregnum would be short, as a priest from New Zealand (the Archdeacon’s

home country) would be arriving in September this year on a house for duty basis,
like me, although for a term of only one year. I doubt whether that has any implications for what will happen in St Saviour’s after my departure, but I pass on the news
as of interest to us all in our part of the Thanet Deanery.
July saw our thirty sixth wedding anniversary, and Liz and I spent the day in London (after I had first attended a Deanery Chapter meeting in Ramsgate). London was
tiring although, as ever, interesting.
On a sadder note, quite a number of us attended the funeral in St James’ church of
Fred Franks. Please keep Thelma and the rest of Fred’s family in your thoughts and
prayers.
St Saviour’s celebrated its Dedication Festival towards the end of July, preceded by
a gift day and coffee morning on the day before. Attendance by parishioners was
extremely disappointing, and thought will be given to whether or not the event is
worth holding in future. That said, donations topping £500 were received, which
will no doubt feature in the discussions! Thank you to those who set up an exhibition about the heritage of the church, and to the Westgate Heritage Centre for their
exhibition. Jose set up a produce stall. Her green beans and courgettes are to die for!
Thank you all so much.
The Scripture Union Minnis Bay Holiday Club is in full swing as I write this, and
Liz and I are currently hosting three young lady volunteers. We do not see much of
them, as they work so hard. Global Generation Church’s Lark in the Park in Ramsgate runs between 10 and 20 August, and they would welcome a visit from any of
you who might be interested.
And finally, the Vicarage Barbecue on the last Sunday of July. We were blessed
with good weather, and great support from all those who helped getting ready for the
afternoon, and for working during it. Pride of place goes to Chris and Phil Joiner,
who brought a gas barbecue and oversaw the cooking. Liz did a lot of work in the
preceding days getting things ready, and on the day itself. Our son Gregory (who
happened to be with us for the weekend) helped too, as did others. Thanks to you all.
(I peeled and chopped up twelve whopper onions. I still shed a tear just thinking
about it.) The Barbecue produced a contribution of £206.20 to church funds.
And finally, finally, England has just won the third Test against South Africa,
Moeen Ali getting a hat-trick with the last ball of the Test. Brilliant!
Lots of love.
Peter

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
Sunday 2nd July

Lily Posnett

Sunday 9th July

Reggie James Braidwood

Sunday 23rd July

Rory Geoffrey Dawes

For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Phyll, Carol, Ian, Bob, Cherry, Ken

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
Fred, The Revd Douglas James Challis, Canon Roy White

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
Evelyn Purdy

Churchwardens’ Report
It is interesting to note that as far as St. Saviour’s is concerned baptisms are
increasing at present. We have 3 booked in August, and another 1 in November. The baptisms are held at 12.30pm on a Sunday, usually for the
one family. Occasionally we are pleased to see members of a baptism family join the Family Service on the first Sunday of the month.
The number of weddings has increased to 3 this year. One was in June, another will be on Saturday, August 5th and a third on Saturday, September
2nd.
Sadly we are experiencing members of the congregation who have recently
been bereaved or who are unwell. All these people are constantly in our
intercessions.
As regards activities this month, we have had the usual annual events. The
Friends of St. Saviour’s raised £297 at their Strawberry Tea which was very
well supported and enjoyed by those who came.
The St. Saviour’s C.E. Junior school Graduation Ceremony for Y6 leavers was
found to be an emotional experience for some as was the End of Year
School Service with many farewells said and sung beautifully by each class
in turn.
Gift Day on the 133rd birthday of the church was celebrated with various
activities including a short organ recital while the birthday cake was cut and
enjoyed with a cup of tea or coffee, and a sale of fresh and home-made
produce. We were pleased to raise £512 on this enjoyable occasion for
church funds. The Festal Dedication Service was celebrated on the Sunday
23rd July at 10.30am.
On Sunday, 30th July three members of the Scripture Union joined the Eucharist Service at 10.30am when one of the girl team leaders explained
with great enthusiasm the tee-shirt logo “God is a good friend” and how
well the message was being received by the youngsters in the first week of
the Minnis Bay activities.
This Eucharist Service was followed at 2pm by a Church barbeque in the
Vicarage Garden thanks to Peter and Liz. The weather was very kind and a
great time was enjoyed by all. This event raised £203 for church funds.

You will notice we are sure, that funds were raised for the church at most
of these activities. This is deliberate and important at this time as the
church has to raise £20,000 in order to comply with the conditions of the
Heritage Lottery Fund Grant.

As you are aware our recent application to the Heritage Lottery Fund for
financial help has been successful with an offer of £163,700 which means a
shortfall of £47,637 (total cost of the project for the repair of the Clerestory Windows and rainwater goods is £211,337).
However, as explained above, this offer is conditional on the church raising
£20,000 of this shortfall towards the development stage of the project and
at the same time promoting the heritage of the church for the benefit of
the community.
The present position is that we have raised £12,381 towards the target,
leaving £7,619 to be raised. We trust that in order to raise the balance of
£7,619 as soon as possible you will be able to support future church fundraising activities generously.
As regards the future of St. Saviour’s when Peter leaves on May 15th, 2018,
we are very disappointed to report that once again we have no further
information at this stage.

With love and blessings from Christine and Brenda

I wish to thank everyone for their kind thoughts, good wishes, prayers and offers of
help in the loss of my husband Fred who died peacefully on 29.6.2017
My sincere appreciation is expressed for the wonderful sympathy and so many
cards received from as far away as France, the Isle of Sheppey where Fred lived for
over 20 years, a baritone from Maidstone and many Christians and friends. Fred’s
family have received cards of sympathy in their loss.
Fred is now with the Lord singing with the angels in heaven. Thank you everyone. With love to you all from Thelma.
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church
Thank you to everyone who supported our strawberry tea on Saturday 15 th July. 46
people enjoyed the delicious tea provided by the Committee with fruit donated by
Monty’s of Birchington. It was a very happy afternoon resulting in £297 for our
funds. This amount exceeds the money raised last year and includes £65 for the
raffle and donations of £30. In addition, two former members took the opportunity
to renew their subscriptions and give a donation so that our treasurer was able to
bank £317.
We are very grateful to Danny and Theresa from Monty’s for their generosity, to
the Revd Andrew Way for providing the background music and to Brenda Carter
and Pam Harrison, who stepped in to bake and serve at short notice when Joy
Palmer was called away for family reasons.
The Friends have recently set aside £6,000 for a grant towards the repairs to the
church clerestory windows and gutters and money raised at the strawberry tea will
help us set aside a further grant towards these repairs. If you have not already subscribed to The Friends in 2017, please consider doing so. It only costs £2 per person
but optional donations are always welcome.
Christine Attwood , Secretary.
Strawberry Tea.
This is a sincere huge thank you to everyone who helped with this year's
Friends Strawberry Tea especially Brenda who took over my job. I was sadly called
away on what eventually was a close family bereavement. It proved to me that
when there is a last minute problem everyone does pull together and everything
carries on as normal. Thank you to everyone involved and to everyone who came
and enjoyed "The Tea". Much love Joy Palmer.

Strawberry Tea.

CONFIRMATION
There is a confirmation service in Canterbury Cathedral at 6.00 pm on
Saturday 25 November 2017. I know of three people who are interested in being confirmed, and I am suggesting the cathedral on that date
as a good place to receive this sacrament. I have not yet arranged for
the confirmation classes that we will need to hold (about half a dozen
evenings over the next few months), in case anybody else who is not
confirmed might like to consider the possibility. I have been told by
Bishop Trevor’s office that if we had six candidates, he would come to
the parish to confirm them all in St Saviour’s.
If you might be interested, or know of anyone who might be thinking
about taking a further step along the road to a deeper commitment to
Christ, which is what confirmation involves, do please let me know so
that I can discuss matters with them (my contact details appear elsewhere in the Link).. A chat does not imply any obligation on such a
person’s part.
When I know what the final position is, I will arrange the classes for
those interested.
Peter

CHURCH CLEANING
Thanks to Peter recently asking for help with the cleaning we have two new
members of the team, Thank You Maureen and Pat for coming forward.
However it would be great if at least two more people could give us an hour
on either the 1st or 3rd Friday of the month from 11.45am as this would
mean we could arrange a rota so that volunteers only do one morning a
month. It would also help with holiday cover etc.
We are also planning a thorough Autumn Clean on SATURDAY 25TH
NOVEMBER . Please put this date on your calendaras the more help the
better. Many thanks,
Jose Gibbs.

BELLRINGERS WANTED—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
Want to try a new hobby? If you are aged between 9 and 90 you are welcome to
come and join us on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the Bell Tower—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED—tuition given.

HELPING THANET FOOD LINK Charity No. 1166696
Here in Thanet and throughout our Country there is a great need for Food Banks.
Please can those that worship at St Saviour’s and anyone in our local community
bring Non perishable food Tins of Vegetables/Meat, Longlife Milk, Tinned fish, biscuits, jam, cereal bars,
whatever you like to eat to the Church. Opening times to be found in this magazine, “The Link”.
You will always be made welcome at St Saviour’s.
When our box at the back of the Church is full, it is taken regularly to a local distribution centre, for everyone who has a need. It is then empty for you all to refill.
It takes a lot of food to feed a family.
THANK YOU to those that do bring food, there is always room for more, so please
find it in your Hearts to help others.
Your gift however small or large will be much appreciated.
Thank You. May God Bless You. Anne and John Bartlett

Come and join us to Celebrate the Love of God.
Christians Together
Welcome you to a Gathering on St Mildred’s Beach, Westgate on Sea.
On 31st August at 3pm for 3.30pm start.
This is an All Age Service.
Full information on Poster in the August “Link” Magazine
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FROM THE TREASURER
June 2017 Monthly Financial Review
In June RECEIPTS amounted to £4101.13

We received £456 for a wedding and £710 from the Summer Fair

We made PAYMENTS of £3,712.77

We paid £370 for VAT return

This resulted in an operating SURPLUS of £388.36

(DESIGNATED FUNDS)
The Flower fund stands at £226; Clerestory Windows Fund at £2,306
Brenda Carter (Treasurer)

News from St Saviour’s Church of England School
The final week of a summer term is always an emotional time at St. Saviour's Church of England Junior School. This week, St. Saviour's Church hosted our school for our Year 6 Graduation ceremony and our end of year service. We also held a music showcase evening at school.
During each event I was reminded of the closeness and strength of our
school community. Our current Year 6 cohort have been a particularly nice
group of children. It was genuinely moving to hear them sing their final
song in church and to set them on their way to secondary school. Notable
in this year group is the number of children in local authority care. These
children usually come with a traumatic history. There are children in this
cohort for whom Mrs Biggs (our Family liaison Officer) and myself sat in
meetings with social services, begging them to remove children form truly awful homes. To see these children transformed from terrified 'victims'
to confident, empowered young people was incredibly moving.
These successes with children come about through partnerships between
school staff, parents / carers, our governors, St. Saviour's Church colleagues
and the children themselves. The appreciation and support coming from
our families and colleagues in Church this year was palpable.
I would like to thank all of our families, staff, children, Church and governor
colleagues for a wonderful year at St. Saviour's. Each school has its challenges. There have been ups and downs this year. There have been heartbreaking illnesses and bereavements within our community. The challenges
of changing government directives have left many teachers exhausted. These challenges can seem insurmountable at the time. However,
knowing that we have made a tiny contribution to the unique life journey of
each cohort of children, really does make our work feel worthwhile.
Nick Bonell, Headteacher

Westgate Heritage Centre
We are looking forward to two events to commemorate two special occasions and
we hope that you will join us for one or both of them. From Mon. 14 August to Friday -25 August the Westgate Art Group will be holding its Annual Exhibition in St
Saviour’s Church and, at the same time, the Heritage Centre will have a display in
the south aisle, which will focus on two of the great battles of 1917 – Arras and
Passchendaele. The exhibition will be in homage to those who fought and died in
the Great War 1914-1919, so, in addition to telling the stories of the Westgate men
who gave their lives in the conflict, we would like to display personal stories of the
relatives of today’s Westgatonians. We did this last year and found the stories very
moving and more are welcome. Our poppy garden of remembrance will again be
around the display boards, so please help us, if you can, with more poppies.
The recent release of the film Dunkirk has also aroused interest in an
event which touched the heart of Thanet in 1940. Over the years we have collected the stories of those who remember seeing the returning troops from the beaches of Dunkirk – a sight they have never forgotten. As a result of the evacuation of
Dunkirk and the threat of invasion, many Thanet children were evacuated to
Staffordshire within days and we have their heart-rending stories too and we will be
having those readily available to any of our visitors. These stories have become
more and more important as many of those who told them are no longer with us.
Opening times: Mon-Thurs: 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m. Fri: 1 p.m. to 4.00 p.m.
Sat: 10.00 a.m. to 12 noon
Saturday 9th September 2017 Heritage Open Day
For many years now the second weekend in September has become a weekend of
Open Days of properties not usually open to the public or of special events in those
which are usually open – and they must be free.
On Saturday 9th September the Heritage Centre is working in conjunction with the
proprietor of the Town Hall Buildings to bring to life the fascinating story of these
buildings and Sir William Ingram, the man for whom they were built. There will be a
display board and continuous slide show and at 12.30 p.m. and 2.30 p.m. we shall
be telling the story, with readings from the archives relating to them. There will also
be tours of the buildings –unfortunately disabled access is difficult and impossible
for wheelchair users.
Dr Dawn Crouch
One of those who will be remembered in the display in church is Captain Leonard
Rogers. The window in the Memorial Chapel is in his memory.

Brave the Shave.
Susan is shaving her head on 30 August to raise money for Macmillan. If you could
support her with a donation that would be very much appreciated. If you are an
online whizz, then you can go to Macmillan, then support, then brave the shave and
then enter Susan Wing and donate. Much easier to do than describe. If this is not
your thing then I will have a sponsorship form for anyone who would like to support
this! Thank You so much Susan

MUSIC
MUSIC is so powerful
It can bring solace to the Soul,
And bring you inner Peace.
I found this last week looking at
And listening to the First Night of the PROMS
From The Royal Albert Hall.
What a great orchestra & an excellent conductor
Who kept them all together.A mighty sound & sight it was.
The Audience were enthralled & not a sound was heard from them!
The place was packed.The lighting effects beautiful.
There is nothing quite so thrilling as seeing an Orchestra in Full Swing.
The evening progressed & as the music flowed,
I felt secure & peaceful & happy.
We are so blessed to have such talented musicians.
This world of ours greatly needs them.
Marie Evans

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE
Sunday 20th August 10.30am (no Eucharist) HEALING SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.
The deadline for September 2017 “The Link” is Sunday 26th August
2017

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 .
BIBLE STUDY MEETS AGAIN ON 7TH SEPTEMBER AT 7PM AT
SUSAN’S. INTERESTED IN JOINING PLEASE RING SUSAN ON
01843 836430.

The Westgate Heritage Centre
SUMMER OPENING Open every Wednesday morning 11am to 1pm and every
Saturday morning 10am to 12noon until the end of August
First Saturday of the month 10.30am TALK
Saturday 5th August “Westgate on Sea in August 1917”
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring
Christine Attwood Tel 833314 email cattwood2002@yahoo.co.uk
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday’s 11.45am to 1pm Church open for refreshments.
Monday 24th July to Friday 4th August Scripture Union Beach Mission at
Minnis Bay
Monday 14th August to Saturday 26th August Exhibition by Art & Craft
Group & Display by Heritage Centre.
Thursday 31st August All Age Service 3pm for 3.30pm on the beach at St Mildred’s Bay.

Jose Gibbs , Chris and Phil Joiner, Douglas, Valda & Graham Neve will be taking part
in the Ride & Stride and would welcome sponsors. Thank You

