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Dear All
Liz and I were recently invited to share an evening with members of the Baha’i community in Thanet. The Baha’i religion was founded in what is today Iran in the
1860s, and can be seen as an offshoot of Shia Islam. It continues to be persecuted in
many places, especially Iran and Egypt. Its founder was Baha’u’illah. The religion
now has about seven million followers worldwide, and has always stressed the essential worth of all religions, and the unity and equality of all people (which made it
an early champion of women’s rights). It sees its founder as a manifestation of God,
a term used to describe among others Buddha, Jesus and Muhammad.
The Baha’i year is divided into 19 months of 19 days each, with a few extra days
each year to make each Baha’i year a solar year. At or near the beginning of each
month the community meets for worship, discussion and socialising. It was to such a
meeting that Liz and I were invited in a Baha’i home. We spent time getting to know
each other, and then listened to readings from one of Baha’u’illah’s writings, called
Gleanings. Baha’i prayers in English were recited and then we shared a buffet supper and got to know more about this relatively modern and attractively eirenic religion.
September saw our first Taizé service, which may also be our last. Those attending
numbered only half the number who attend the usual main Sunday morning eucharist. The Iona healing service held in August was much better attended. The PCC
only authorised these two experimental services, and so there will be no more unless
the PCC so decide. I will raise the subject with them in the new year, once we have
got through the All Souls and Remembrance services in November, and Advent and
Christmas in December.
I spoke on Christian-Muslin dialogue at the interfaith group meeting in our church
on Thursday 31 August. Slightly over a dozen people attended, including members
of the Baha’i, Jewish and Quaker communities. Just before that, I was at the beach
service organised by Anne Barrett and her colleagues in Christians Together. About
forty people turned up for this service, and several local churches were represented.
Although the rain stayed away during the service itself, there was a deluge of almost
Biblical proportions shortly after, just as people were enjoying refreshments and the
chance to chat with each other. I don’t think that dampened the ardour of those who
had just witnessed to their Christian faith in a lively and thought-provoking service.
Congratulations are due to all who played any part in the arrangements, and especially Anne.
I conducted a wedding in the church on 2 September. No more are booked for the
time still remaining to me in the parish, which is a pity. Weddings are always such
joyful occasions. Talking of occasions, Liz and I were successful in a ballot for tickets for the recording of parts of the introductory programme in the current series of
Strictly Come Dancing. We went up to the BBC’s studios in Elstree, had to wait
around for quite a time, and then sat for four and a half hours while various parts of
the show were recorded—three times in some cases. The studio is smaller than you
imagine it when you watch the programme on TV, but the glitter and lights are much
brighter than what you see on the box. It was an interesting experience, but quite
tiring as well.

September saw the annual Ride and Stride event, and thanks are due to all who participated or helped to welcome riders and striders to the church. As you know, the
aim of this Friends of Kent Churches event is to raise money for all churches in
Kent.
Classes continue for those preparing for confirmation in the cathedral on Saturday 25
November. It is so interesting to hear people’s stories about how their spiritual journeys have led them to this step in their lives as Christians, and to talk together about
what God means for us. We are none of us the same.
The next few months in the life of our church are already looking pretty busy in my
diary. I look forward to sharing news of them with you in future issues of the Link.
Lots of love.
Peter
FROM THE TREASURER
Aug 2017 Monthly Financial Review
In Aug RECEIPTS amounted to £6,463.62
We received generous donations totalling £4,011 for the Urgent Appeal Fund for
the Heritage Lottery Fund and £456 for a wedding.
We made PAYMENTS of £3,312,24
We paid £347 for assigned fees and £2113 for Parish Share.
his resulted in an operating SURPLUS of £3,151.38
(DESIGNATED FUNDS)
The Flower fund stands at £226; Clerestory Windows Fund at £9,565.54
Brenda Carter (Treasurer)
FOR INFORMATION ONLY
This notification is for your information only. Our current Santander account is being switched by the bank to Barclays Bank, Leicester, LE87 2BB. You need do nothing about current transactions.
The name and details of the new Barclays Bank account are:
Name: St. Saviour’s PCC Westgate-on-Sea Sort Code: 20-45-45 Account No:
60129046
The following explains that:“Any payments that are sent to your Santander account from 30 th August 2017 onwards, will be redirected to your Barclays account; this service will continue for a
period of 3 years, or longer if required.” (letter from Barclays 23 August, 2017).

FROM THE REGISTERS
For those Baptised
“Shine as a light in the world, to the Glory of God the Father”
For those joined in Holy Matrimony
“God our Father, pour out your blessing on all joined in Holy Matrimony; that they
may be joined in mutual love and companionship, in holiness and commitment to
each other”
Saturday 2nd September Leanne Louise Dearnley and Nicholas Jason Beach

The Sick
“Lord, grant your healing presence to all who suffer in body, mind or spirit”
Phyll, Carol, Bob, Cherry, Ken

The Departed
“Lord now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to thy word”
We give thanks for the life of those who now rest in eternal peace, and pray for their
families and friends
Margaret

For those whose anniversary of death falls at this time.
“Dear God, we thank you for the rest in Christ they now enjoy, and thank you for
giving them to us”
Arthur Dobson, Jean Chaplin

Churchwardens’ Report
The last wedding of this year took place on Saturday, 2 nd September at 1pm. between Nicholas Beach and Leanne Dearnley. It will be remembered as the wedding
when the Gospel Choir had been invited by the bridegroom to come to provide all
the music for the whole ceremony. It was a very joyous occasion.
Our next event was the annual Ride & Stride on Saturday 9 th September. Valda,
Graham and Douglas, Jose’, Chris and Phil were the three groups being sponsored
by members of the congregation to ride or stride. The stewards at the Church were
welcoming riders from other churches and completing their forms, in addition to
the one we complete as a record of the names of the participants and their church.
Later on, we will be sent by the Friends of Kent Churches a cheque amounting to
half of the money raised by our three groups. Needless to say, we are very grateful
to them for the effort they put in by trying to get to as many churches as possible
between 10am and 6pm. Thank you.
Should there be a need after Peter leaves to have a non-eucharistic service, Peter
kindly agreed to provide two examples of services which he considered may be
appropriate. The PCC agreed tohave a Healing Service on August 20 th and a Taize
type service on September 17th. Comments on both of these services are still being
sought as they would be most helpful when the PCC makes its decisions in this regard. Please let the Churchwardens have your views. Thank you.
A meeting on Friday, 22nd September at 1pm was concerned with the application
by the Westgate on Sea Heritage Centre to have more cupboards placed in the
South-West corner of the Church. This was attended by the Archdeacon of Canterbury, Ian Dodd and the Architect of the Diocesan Advisory Committee, Peter and
members of the PCC and two representatives of the Heritage Centre. The Archdeacon and the Architect gave advice on a variety of issues with regard to this application. The Archdeacon and the Architect also gave advice on proposals made by the
PCC regarding the Development Stage of the Heritage Lottery Grant. Both of these
issues will be discussed fully at the next PCC meeting on Wednesday, 4 th October,
2017.
Prior to our Harvest Festival Family Service on Sunday, 1 st October at 10.30am, we
held our usual Harvest Lunch on Saturday, 23rd September at 12noon, which was
well attended by members of the congregation and friends. We would like to thank
all those who came and enjoyed the special Harvest lunch and a thank you to everyone who helped make it possible and gave so generously. We are pleased that we
gave £190 to the Church.
We are pleased to be able to report that thanks to all the help we have received
from the congregation and the special part played by people in the community, we
have now reached our target of £20,000 in response to our Urgent Appeal.

This means that we are now compliant with the condition required by the Heritage
Lottery Fund that we must raise £20,000 ourselves for the Development Stage by
the end of December. We would like to express our grateful thanks to all those
who contributed to our Appeal.

Finally, we are pleased to report that the date for all the churchwardens in the
West Thanet Group to meet with the Archdeacon of Canterbury and the Bishop and
clergy is now going ahead on Thursday, 12th October, 12noon – 2pm at St. Thomas,
Minnis Bay. Peter, Christine and I will all be attending. The task is that it is necessary to plan for changes within the Deanery where the Deanery
should be seen as a church with the people within the church supporting one another and looking to move God’s word forward. The PCC will be discussing this topic at their meeting on 4th October 2017.
With love and blessings from Christine and Brenda

Ground clearance October 2017
This year the annual cut-back and clearance will take place on Saturday 14th and
21st October between 10 am to 12 noon. Should the weather be particularly inclement on either day we can reschedule to 28th October.
All volunteers welcome (whatever age) and it would be helpful if you can bring your
own tools, secateurs, loppers, shears, rakes etc. If anyone would be prepared to
make a cup of coffee for the workers, that too would be very welcome.
Graham Neve
01843 845909

News from St Saviour’s Church of England School
On the 4th of September we welcome our new intake of Year 3 pupils to St. Saviour’s Church of England Junior School. We witness a range of emotions from these
children and their parents, ranging from excitement to trepidation. Parents and
carers are often as nervous as their children; moving schools can feel like a giant
leap into the unknown when you are six.
We always separate an area of the playground for our new Year 3 children in order
to let them acclimatise to sharing a playground with much larger children. However, within the first two days, most Year 3 children will venture out of this reserved
area and go and mix, completely voluntarily with older pupils. In many cases, the
younger children feel emboldened because they may spot older siblings or cousins
and sometimes, the lure of the astro turf and ‘Jungle Gym’ is just too hard to resist!
What always strikes me is that how quickly time passes and I find myself saying
goodbye to the same children when we hold our annual graduation service at St.
Saviour’s Church. I seem to have reached an age where the years between nervous
Year 3 children and confident Year 6 leavers pass quickly. What alerts me to the
apparent acceleration of time is seeing the same children as adults in our local community. Barely a weekend goes by where I don’t hear ‘Hello Mr Bonell’ from a police officer, van driver, plumber etc. When these grown-up, ex-pupils say hello, I
instantly remember them as their childhood selves. Having this reminder of the
time you have shared with children is a real privilege but it also reminds me how
brief the primary school phase is.
We have just four years to try and prepare children for the challenges of modern
life. For some children, this time is enough and we wave children off to secondary
school knowing they are ready; for some children, we feel that we could do with
another year or two to finish the job. A ‘one size education’ certainly doesn’t fit all
children but we do the best we can with the time and resources we are given. In
partnership with a colleagues at St. Saviour’s Church we try to instil Christian Values
and a sense of community for our children; our leavers reach a range of different
academic levels but hopefully all consider others and value themselves
Nick Bonell, Headteacher

BELLRINGERS WANTED—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED
Want to try a new hobby? If you are aged between 9 and 90 you are welcome to
come and join us on a Thursday evening at 7.30pm in the Bell Tower—NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED—tuition given.

HELPING THANET FOOD LINK Charity No. 1166696
Here in Thanet and throughout our Country there is a great need for Food Banks.
Please can those that worship at St Saviour’s and anyone in our local community
bring Non perishable food Tins of Vegetables/Meat, Longlife Milk, Tinned fish, biscuits, jam, cereal bars,
whatever you like to eat to the Church. Opening times to be found in this magazine, “The Link”.
You will always be made welcome at St Saviour’s.
When our box at the back of the Church is full, it is taken regularly to a local distribution centre, for everyone who has a need. It is then empty for you all to refill.
It takes a lot of food to feed a family.
THANK YOU to those that do bring food, there is always room for more, so please
find it in your Hearts to help others.
Your gift however small or large will be much appreciated.
Thank You. May God Bless You. Anne and John Bartlett

Thanet Food Link, which is a registered charity supporting those who find themselves without food in Thanet, are currently needing additional volunteers.
Because our work has increased over the years, we have recently moved into a
new warehouse, and so more space now gives us the opportunity to take on more
volunteers.
Help is particularly needed in the warehouse, which involves putting away donated food and packing food parcels. We have sessions Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays in the mornings.
Anyone who is interested in helping with the local food bank, to phone 01843
226832.
Any help would be really appreciated. Love in Christ,
Debbie Ellisdon Thanet Food Link Ltd. Charity No: 1166696

WESTGATE ART & CRAFT GROUP
Another exhibition has come and gone and, once again, it was very successful
thanks to everyone who worked so hard to put it all together. The art stands were
packed with paintings and we had a job to display all the wonderful craft work and
cards. The Group members have been very active all year round to produce it all.
This year we had 492 visitors to the exhibition, many of whom also took the opportunity to look at our beautiful church and the see the exhibition put on by the Heritage Centre at the same time.
Sixteen paintings were sold and sales of craft and cards ran into hundreds which is
all very encouraging for our members. Raffle tickets also sold well and the winners
were. First Prize, No. 263 won by Caroline. Second Prize, No. 222 won by Christine
Attwood and Third Prize, number mislaid won by Jinny.
We had over five sheets of comments by our visitors, every one was very complimentary. Many people said they were looking forward to next years exhibition.
There’s a challenge for us!
Last but not least we want to thank everyone from St. Saviours who gave up their
time to open and lock up every day. Without their help the exhibition couldn’t go
on so a very big THANK YOU to all of you. We really appreciate being able to hold
this annual event at St. Saviours with its wonderful position in the centre of Westgate.
Shirley Plummer
On behalf of Westgate Art and Craft Group.
Autumn Fayre November 18 10-12 in church
The Autumn Fayre is fast approaching . We are in need of the usual items of tombola and raffle
Prizes good brica brac , puzzles Jewelery for Joy ,books and home made goodies for
our home produce stall.
If anyone has any good ideas for craft items these will be welcome. Toys would also
be welcome.
Thanks to everyone for their help. Warm wishes Sue Bennett

3 5 1
8
2
7
4
2 8 1 5

6
8
9 3
4

5

2 5 9 8
6
4
8
4
7 5 1

Braving the Shave
Many, many thanks for all your generosity in supporting my shave for Macmillan. The amount to date is a fabulous £1428, so much more than I dreamed of
making. There will be someone or may be two, somewhere, who will bless your
name, anonymously, for this support. For those who have not seen the shave a
picture is below. With great thanks and love Susan May be people would like to
know what the church gave – it was £610.

Friends of Kent Churches Ride and Stride
Saturday 9th September arrived – the day of The Ride & Stride – and the weather
was ideal for the event being bright with a slight autumnal breeze and dry throughout the day. This year St Saviour’s had Phil Joiner riding his bike, José Gibbs striding
and the Neves – Graham & Valda striding and Douglas riding his bike.
Phil and Douglas covered over 50 miles between them covering different routes all
around Thanet and visiting 49 churches. Phil cycled to Birchington, St Nicholas at
Wade, Monkton, Minster, Cliffsend, Ramsgate, St Peters, Margate, Garlinge and
Westgate on Sea. Douglas cycled to Ramsgate, Broadstairs, St Peters, Margate,
Palm Bay, Northdown, Westbrook, Garlinge, Westgate on Sea and Birchington.
Graham & Valda and José covered around 12 miles each again covering different
routes around the outlying churches in Canterbury first before heading to the City
Centre to finish. At the Cathedral Valda & Graham were surprised to meet Bishop
Trevor walking in the grounds. Having driven to Canterbury, Graham & Valda decided to call into churches en route. On the way to Canterbury they called into St
Nicholas-at-Wade and on the return journey visited the church in Littlebourne and
Wickhambreaux.
Cyclists and Striders were all very pleased to reach home after a tiring but enjoyable
day.
The total amount of sponsorship to date is around £800.00p – half of which will go
to The Friends of Kent Churches and half to St Saviour’s Church. We would all like
to thank everybody who sponsored us and also those who manned the Church from
10am to 6pm in order to keep the Church open and welcome riders and striders
and offer hospitality – THANK YOU.

Westgate Heritage Centre
September was a busy month. The talk on the first Saturday by Chris Whittingham
on his memories of the chalk stacks around the Westgate coast was much enjoyed
by all who came. With our newsletter editor, Sally, he had assembled some lovely
photographs of the cliffs, which over the years have become eroded, including
many of the time when the sea wall and promenade did not link the two bays, West
Bay and St Mildred’s Bay, and before the café was a feature of West Bay. The two
sea walls and promenades were joined in 1957 to commemorate the centenary of
the granting of its Charter to the Borough of Margate (Westgate had become part
of the Borough of Margate in 1935). There is a plaque near the steps going down to
the pavilion commemorating the occasion of the opening by the then Lord Mayor
of London. We have a transcript in the Heritage Centre, as the inscription has not
weathered well.
September 9th was Heritage Open Day and it was a new venture for us to
work with Councillor Cornford in presenting the Town Hall Buildings to the visiting
public. There were two talks on the history of the building, a display of pictures and
two slide shows relating the story of Sir William Ingram, who built the Town Hall
Buildings, something for which all Westgatonians are grateful. We were very
pleased with the number of visitors who came, many of whom stayed on to have an
excellent ploughman’s lunch or tea and cakes. I think that many were surprised by
the peace and tranquillity of the area upstairs, considering that the building is on a
busy main road. We have been invited to put on something similar next year and
we look forward to that very much.
The October illustrated talk will be on Roxburgh Road. The earliest of Westgate’s roads to be developed, it played an important part in the town’s story and
had some interesting early residents. Archibald Gideon Roxburgh himself was an
interesting character – he played only a very small part in the life of the town, after
building his fourteen houses on the western side of the road, although his family
lived at number 1 for almost half-a century, yet he is one of only three people to
have a Westgate road named after him. If you know anyone who lives in Roxburgh
Road, do invite them to come along on 7th October.
Forty-seven years ago I moved into my apartment overlooking West Bay –
one of the most important decisions I ever made. To indulge me, the programme
committee has agreed that I should be allowed to talk (with pictures) about my
beloved Westgate Bay (its original name) on November 4th. Its history is fascinating – and it gave its name to the new town!
Dr Dawn Crouch

October 2017
OCTOBER is a colourful month as AUTUMN comes.
The days are drawing in more & more.
When the Clocks change it will be dark by four.
The leaves on the trees turn red & gold
A lovely sight for the eye to behold.
The gardens are tidied up, the grass has almost its final cut.
There is definitely now a “NIP” in the air.
The central heating is turned on, we hope it runs smoothly
& does not go wrong!
Our winter clothes come out of store as we gradually put on a little more.
This month has a “SPECIAL DAY” for us.
We were married at 12.15pm in St Saviour’s Church, Westgate on Sea.
The whole of Westgate turned out to see.
The DAY was sunny & bright,
Oh it was just right – the 13th October 1979.
We will of course be remembering the “DAY” this year
& look back on it with much happiness, gladness & good cheer.
Marie Evans

CHURCH SERVICES
Sunday Services
8am Said Eucharist Book of Common Prayer
10.30am Sung Eucharist
10.30am First Sunday of the month FAMILY SERVICE

Weekday Service
Friday 11am Holy Communion (Said)

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES
1st Westgate Rainbows

Fridays 4.15 to 5.15pm

8th Westgate Brownies

Fridays 5.30 to 7pm

Both held at the Community Centre, Westgate.

New Service for NHS Hearing Aid users
There will be a weekly Hi Kent Clinic held at Westgate Surgery every Monday 2-3pm - for hearing aid batteries, tubes and free advice.

Whilst you are welcome to take and enjoy a copy of “The Link”, donations
towards the cost of printing would be appreciated.

The deadline for November 2017 “The Link” is Sunday 29th
October 2017

CHURCH ACTIVITIES
Bellringers Practice every Thursday 7.30 to 9pm.
Bible Study Group meet Thursday at 7pm, details & inquiries ring
Susan 836430 .
The Westgate Heritage Centre
WINTER OPENING
10am to 12 noon on the First Saturday of the month at 10.30am TALK
Saturday 7th OCTOBER 10.30am Talk “Roxburgh Road” Illustrated talk br
Dr Dawn Crouch
Saturday 4th November 10.30am Talk “The History of Westgate Bay”
Illustrated talk by Dr Dawn Crouch
Refreshments available.
Church Cleaning 11.45am 1st & 3rd Fridays of the month
The Friends of St Saviour’s Church - Annual Membership Fee only £2
New members welcome. Join the Friends of St Saviour’s church
Subscription only £2 per year . All monies raised go towards the upkeep of the
church and grounds. Membership forms at the back of the church or ring
Christine Attwood Tel 833314 email cattwood2002@yahoo.co.uk
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Friday’s 11.45am to 1pm Church open for refreshments.
SUNDAY 29TH OCTOBER 2017 Clocks go BACK ONE HOUR AT 2AM

